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;8 The Introduttion, lamenting the Ignorant I ulgars contempt 
iſt of their Salvation,and iewing the deſign of thiTreatiſe, 


50 He bleſſed God, who in theſe laſt days 


ec hath ſpoken to us by his Son,and more 
26 fully and clearly reveal'd the way to 
in life and immortality , which Chriſt 

5 hath brought to light, hath abundantly 


05. 

-d, manifeſted his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs , in ſuir- 

09 ing and accommodating his commands. and inſtitutions, 

14 0 the meanneſs of our capacities ;\and, as a God who 
knows our frame, hath ſo fitted himſelf and the revela- 

34 tions of his Will, with a reſpe& to 'our weakneſs, that 

72A nothing bur affected ignorance, and meer wilfulneſs, 

4.2 Can keep out the underſtanding of what he hath taught 

74 us,or hinder the pertorming ot what he commands us. 

the Do&rines of the Goſpel, which are of neceſſi- 

ty to be believed in order to falvation , and npon 
' which an holy life is built, are few and plain, which we 

__ may find ſumm'd up in our Creed, As for the pre- 
cepts which are given to be the rule of our lite , how 
ealie arethey to be known and remembred, how ex- 
ceeding reaſonable in themſelves, and -moſt agrecable 

\ Þ,to our reRtified Nawres , and apparently tending to: >. 
the unſpeakable advantage of particular Perſons, Fa-, ©; 
milies, Towns , - and Common-wealths:; the Goſpel» 
being defign'd, nor only to m_ men to glory: and 

— pleaſure hereafcer, bur co better the world ar preſent, 

=nd.co.make this earth a kind of rype and ſhadow of . 

Heaven ;”and fo it-would be, if men were but more 

generally brought under the Power and influence of the 


Chriftian Religion, which doth not only torbid thoſe 
B {ins, 


(2) | 
lins which are deſtraRtive to the happineſs of Societies 
and ſingle perſons, as: the: Laws and Religion of the 
Heathens might alſo do :. bat ſtrikes at the very heart of 
wickedne's, and gives the ſureſt direRions and \beſt 
helps, for the utcer 'remova} of the cauſe and: root of 
all diſorders in the world, which it would be belide my 
purpoſe ar'preſentro peak of. © None have cauſe now 
ro:complain, that they know not what to do rofobrain 
eternal life, ſince he'that runs may read his dugy ; To 
love God above all, and our neighbour as our ſelves, to 
do as we would' be:done unto, to repent of all our. (ins, 
and berake our.{e}ves 20 the:mereies of-God through: his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus fork pardon, tgbe humble, holy;chaſts 
and temperate  is'any vf this difficult to be underſtoud? 
have we not a plain Word, direfting us how to lead the 
whole courſe of our life 3 and have'we. not a Monitor” 
within us, the Spirit oft God by ont Conſciences in moſt 
caſes;, telling us how we ſhould behave our ſelves ? 
The ſum of at} is-comprehended in- our Baptifmal Co- 
venam,to renoxre the Devil and all his works, the worl4 
with it s pomp and vines, the fleſh and the Inſts thereof, 
axd tobe devited to the' Father, Son,and holy Ghoſt  And' 
as our duty isealte r#be known, ſo it is not difficult to: * 
bedone, where there is firſt a willing mind , for 1n- 
deed in this is comprehended 'all},' to be- unfeignedly 
willing to be ſtith a&God would have us, and to do all 
that he bids us. So'thar none can exeuſe himſelf for his 
diſobedience, - whith'is nothing*elf& -but obſtinacy- br 
groſs negligence,!' And thought of our ſelves we-are 
poor weak Creatures, yet throuph the almighty-grace- 
tharis offtcred to our aſſiſtance, 'wwemay be enabled-ro: 
do-all things needful for our happineſs ; and thoſe weak-" 
nefles that cleave'to-us, which we'allow not our ſelves: . 
in; but ſtrive againſt and bewai}, we ite aſſured through! 
che'merits of our precious Saviour, (hall never |be'18td 
to'our charge, And 


(3) 
And/as the great truths and duties of our Religion 
are thus plain and eaſe, ſo the poſitive inſtitutions, 
whereby | mean the Sacraments of Baptiſm , and the 
Lord's Supper, are few and clear ; being neither bur- 
thenſome to be praiſed, nor the meaning of them hard 
to be underſtood.; Doth not that form of words ,.which 
Chriſt hath enjoyned to be uſed in: Baptiſm, whereby 
we are ſvlemnly received into the number ot proteffed 
Chriſtians, ſufticiemly Thew the meaning of it ?. name- 
Ys that we are hereby conſecrated and- given up to the 

ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And doth not our being 
Baptized with. Water , very plainly hold forth our 
wathing and cleanſing from the ſtains and pollutions of 
defiled nature, & from the guilt of ſin;by the blood and 
vpirit of Chriſt ?.; And who knows not, that the Lords 
Supper is for remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt that died for 
us ? The breaking of the Bread,\ and pouring forth of 
the Wine,how farly and evidently do - they repreſent ro 
us, that his body was broken, /and his: blood ſhed for 
us { And the Elements of Bread and: Wine, which we 
commonly uſe to-nourith and refreſh us , do naturally 
ignite that ſtrengeh and comfort - which: we receive 
irom Chriſt; as 1 ſhall hereafter ſhewat large. 

Since then the truths of our Religion are ſo-bwidenr, 

the Duties ſo reaſonable and excellent, the Ritual-parc 
of the Sacraments,ſo ealie,ſo jew,and ſo exceedirig-prob-. 
table, may it not well be expeted, :that all who profeſs 
themſelves owners of chat Religion: which Jeſns Chriſt: 
hath. caught and eſtabliſhed, ſhould be well acquainted' 
with theſe weighty truths,diligent in the praCticeot their 
Duty to their Maker and Saviour, and'to one another, 
and moſt deyout and ſerious in the obſervation and uſe 
. of theſe holy Sacraments,6 conſtant in their attendance 
upon all Ordinances, as publick Prayer and Preaching, 


whereby they may. be inſtructed & enabled to know & 
B 2 do 
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do the will of him that fent them into the world, - But 
alas, alas, to the diſhonour of God and our profeſſion, 
and co the grief of all-that long after the advancement 
ot true goodneſs tm the world, by ſad experience we 
find the quite contrary -even in this our Nation, that 
w: look no farther, God forbid that I ſhould go about 
ro diſparage the gloriousfruits of our reformauton from 
Popith-Ignorance and Superſtition , no, blefſed and for 
ever praiſed be'our God, for that unſpeakable mercy 
eo this unworthy Land } tor the happy etteAs whereof, 
doubtleſs thouſands of Souls are prailing him in glory, 
and thouſands more yet on Earth have cauſe to be infi- 
nily thankful for that clear light which vifited this cor-' 
ner of the Earth, when funk into little-leſs than an'e/E- 
£)ptian Darkneſs :: ſothat | verily” believe there is no 
Nation.under the Sun), wiere there are greater. num- 
bers of knowing hearty C hriſtians, who walk agreeable 
ro. the Goſpel-rule,ſuch that would be owned and ap- 
proved by Chriſt-birhſelſ and his Apoſtles, 'w-re they 
now amongſt us, andwill be, at-the day: of their ap- 
pearance before him: But having ſaid rhis'to prevent ex- 
ception and miſlake, give me leave ro reſame my com-- 
plaint , that ſtil] there are ſo inany .that are in Dark-: 
neſs inthe midſt of Light, and that walk as in darkneſs, 
not a4 childrea of the light.Notwithſtanding the means of! 
knewledge, multitndes remain in groſs ignorance, and- 
are © unacquainted: eyen_ with the..-great Foundation-' 
truths of tie Goſpel'; and can it then be otherwiſe, but 
that they ſhould be vicious, careleſs., - and worldly ?' 
And many who have a ſuperficial. knowledge of thetr 
Duty, and conteſs its beſt to be carefu]. in doing ot it, 
yet are themſelves wilful and groſsinegle&ers of it, and, 
live in open violation of God's holy Laws. Min 
there are that can ralk religiouſly, and are ready in the, 
Szripture, that yet will not by any. means be broughr, 
Us 6 'U 0 
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to forſake thoſe fins, which they find Gods} Word 
every where condemns, nor will they ſet. themſelves 
to live ſuch an holy ſerious life, which is again and a- 
gain {o expreſly and earneſtly urged 'upon them. As for 
the Sacraments,though moſt are careful to bring their 
Children to be baptized, yer I pray God it be not more 
out of Cuſtome than Conſcience ; for ſoine of theſe can 
give no tolerable account of the reaſon of that Ordi- 
nance, nor why they would have their Children par- 
take Of it, only as they ſee their Neighbours do, fo do 
they. Bur yet there are far fewer , who make any * 
Conſcience of informing their Children what a ſtrict ? 
Covenant they are entred into,how they are related and * 
ſolemnly engaged to God , for alas, can we expe& Pa- « 
rents ſhould reach their Children to walk as becomes :. 
thoſe that are in Covenant with God, when they thern- * 
. {Ives live rather like Rebels to his Majeſty than faiths / 
tul Subjects ? | 

And as for the Lord's Supper(which I intend to make 
the ſubject of my following Diſcourſe) how ſadly ts ic 
negleRed in many places; or elſe rulht upon incon= 
liderately and careleſly, as if ir was buta matter of 
courſe, and no ſuch a dangerous thing to receive it un- 
worthily, as Scripture afſures us that it 1s, How ma» 
ny hundreds, yea thouſands are there in both City and 
Country, who make no Conſcience at all of coming to 
the Table of the Lord ? perhaps they may come once 
a year, and ſcarce that. Nay, many go from one year 
to another, and never appear there ; as if they acknow- 
ledg'd not they had-a Saviour died for them, or as it he 
had not bid them thus ro remember his Death, or as i: 
his Death were not worth the remembring. Oh care- 
leſs, ſtupid ſinners, what have you got ro take up your 
thoughts and minds, that Chriſt himſelf is thus fore 
gotten by you? You can think well enough of your 


(6) 
Children and Friends, yea, of our Cows and Sheep, 
and your very Swine, and muſt Chriſt have no room in 
your thoughts or memory ? Do theſe indeed deſerve 
more-love than hg? 'Have they done more for you, 
rhan he hath done ? or can they do more than he 1s a- 
ble farther ro do,and willing-alſo, 'if your wretched ob- 
ſtinacy did not prevent him * 1 know you can ſay, ma- 
ny of you, that he deſerves not to live, who can forget 
Chriſt, and thar you do indeed remember him, and 
take him for your only Saviour ; and will pretend that 
you have God always 1n your mind , when you are a- 
bour your work, or upon the way, and you think we 
mult rake your word tor't, becauſe we know nor your 
hearts, and cannot diſprove y ou , but if one may judge 
by your carriage, you maniteſt nothing leſs. If one 
tollow yon from morning 'til) night,he thall ſcarce hear 
one ſerious word come out of your mouths ; you ſpend 
not halt an hour ina day in Prayer, either with your 
Families,or alone ; plain enough we can hear you ſwear 
and curſe, 2nd take God's holy Name in vain , bur 
ſcarce ever ſo much as once to mention him with reve- 
rence, Whatever company you light into, you are 
ſill ralking fooliſhly and vainly, or elſe only of your 
wor.dly atfairs, but nothing that concerns the Ser- 
vice of God, and the Salvation of your Souls. But 
for many of you, 1 need no other evidence againſt you, 
| than your groſs neglect of this Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. If this paper fall into the hands of any ſuch, 
(and | hope God will direct ic into their hands,for it was 
for ſuch that I did chicfly intend ir.) If I ſay, thou who 
art reading theſe lines, be guilty of negleQing this Or- 
djnance of Chriſt from one year ro another, when thou 
haſt jrequent opportunities and invitations to par- 
fake of 1t,)et me ask thee how thou haſt the face to ſay 
thou remembreſt Jcſus Chriſt, when thop wilt not " 
= ſuc 
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ſuch a {mall thing as he enjoyns thee: to lo. in .remem- 


| branceof him ? never taking care to 'prepare thy ſelf 


and came to his. holy Table. Canlſt thou remember: 
him, and yet forget his Command:? and abſent thy (elf. 
from thoſe who meet rogether to celebrate his remem-. 
branice, at any Ordinance appointed by Chriſt himſelt 
for that very purpoſe ? Ah poor Creatures,that you did 
but well know your ſelves, and your own neceſlicies, 
and concernments, then could you never: be ſo unmind- 
ful of Jeſus Chriſt ; you would as ſoon forget, your 
daily bread. Oh did you well know what he hath done 
for you, and under what engagements you ſtand to 
him, you would ſooner forget your dearelt friend, who 
had fav'd you from death,and daily fed you, and cloath- 
ed-you,and kept you alive ; for indeed this, and much 
more than this, do you owe to the Redeemer of Man- 
kind Oh that you would -but believe and conlider, 
what glorious unſpeakable treaſures of love and good- 
neſs-he hath purchas'd for, and will beſtow upon you, 
if you will accept them upon his terms, and then you 
would no more forget him,then you would forget your 
Prince or Landlord, from whoſe bounty you were in 
daily expeRation of a plentiful eſtate, And if you won'd 
but ſee to get your ſelves well informed of the nature 
of this holy Ordinance, diſtin&ly and clearly to ap- 
prehend the reaſon and ule of it, and what priviledges 
and bleſlings are contained in, repreſented and ſealed 
by ir ; I dare ſay you would more long to partake of it, 
than of the moſt delicious Banquer, or ſumptuous feaſt 
that ever was prepar'd. But what do I talk of ! who 
can perfwade carnal, ſenſual, ſtupid Creatures, - to. be- 
tieve that there is any ſubſtance, any worth in thoſe 
things that their ſenſes cannot reach-co ? what care they 
for that which no. way #cndsto the pampering and plea- 
ling of rheir fleſh ?:.; Give me leave, before 1 come x9 
34041 B 4 wh.t 
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wha T principally deſign, a little to lay open the wret- 


ched carelcſneſs of the generality of men , and briefly 
hint at the cauſe; that they may be aſhamed of them- 
{clves when they fee their pifture and deſcription, and 
ſeek out for the cure of their diſtempers. 

Who would not,by ih: lives of moſt, conjeure that 
they thought themſelves ſent into- the world, on pur- 
poſe to get food and raiment, and to make proviſion for 
the fleſh ; and that they had reaſon given them tor no- 
thing elſe, bur to be more witty and politick-in carry- 
Ing on their worldly defigns ? and how well would it be 
for them at the Jaſt, if thoſe ſoils ſhould have the 
greateſt reward, which were moſt loving to the body, 
moſt ſolicitons for its welfare, and did roil moſt 1n its 
ſervice: but what an heavy doom will light on them, 
if they muſt hereafter fare(as for certain they muſt) ac- 
cording as they imployed themſelves in ſeeking their 
own proper happineſs, in the pleaſing and ſerving of 
the great God. Oh the ſtrange folly and bruitiſhneſs 


of theſe men , who are ſo forward of themſelves, to. 


ſeek out after any thing which they believe makes for 
their temporal good, and yet will not by any means be 
drawn or driven to that, which is indeec for their ſpirt- 
tuz] and erernal good, yea, and their temporal too, ſo 
tar as may conlift with theſe. As if when they are con- 
triving and working forthe body, then only they were 
about their own buſineſs ; but when they are minding 
the matters of their ſouls,they were employ'd for fome 
boiy elſe, in works that will be of no uſe or advantage 
ro ihem ; when yet God himſelf hath told os, that in 
the matters of Religion, If we are wiſe, we are wiſe o 
our ſelves. But this comes to paſs, by reaſon of that 
ſottithne\; which inclines poor crearures to judge of all 
things by' their ſenſe, and to meaſure their goodneſs 
by their ſuitableneſs'tothe fleſh, This makes the whole 
kd bv |. Os 


ped and advanced ; which, as in ſome other inſtances, 
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- Goſpel to be a meex riddle to themmgandhictle more re- 


garded than a ſtrange ſtory, fort treats of ſpiritualin= 
vilible things, wherein immoral Souls are concerned, 
and they forger that they have ſuch: ſouls. To hear of 
ſpiricual food and raiment, to.pur on Chriſt,, and to feed 
pon him, all which we meer-with in the word, are my- 
{teries, of which they are willing to. be ignorant. To be: 
made glad with the lioht of God's comntenance,to have fel- 
lowſhip with the Father and the $on,z9 be beautified;ador- 
ned,and enriched with oraces and good works,and the like 
expreſſions are ſo dark and knonty, that they know nor 
what to make of them : they account nothing beauty 
but what they can look on , nor bravery, which makes 
not a noiſe and ſhew in the world * They know no 
Raiment they need, bur what they wear on their: 
backs, nor any food but that which they pur into their 
bellies. That only do they account pleaſure , which, 
they feel in their « Brits which is ſo grols, that hore 
ſes and dogs have a ſhare in it as well as th:y ; and no- 
thing muſt paſs for honour with them, bur having re- 
ſpe&t in the world; and that they count their chieteſt 
riches, which they pur in their purſes, and lay up-in 
their bags. And this ſame blindneſs and carnaliy, 
amongſt all other miſchiefs that it does, occaſions the 
contempt of that ſacred appointment of Chriſt, the 
commemoration. of his death, by partaking of his Sup- 
per : for here's nothiog provided to give that enter« 
rainment togreedy raging Senſualiſts: which they cover 
and hunt after, Ir is indeed very well worthy our ob- 
fervation, that ſo far as our Senſes might be helpful ra 
us in the ſervice ,of God ,. he hath graciouſly conde- 
ſcended to uſc ſuch means as might work: upon and. 
affe& them, that thereby Faith jr ſelf, our apprehen- 
lion of thoſe things which we ſee not , may be quick-; 


{o 
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ſo in this Sacrament eſpecially is made manifeſt * for 
. here we have a crucifed Chriſt plainly held forthto us, 
and the benefits we receive by him ; are {ignified- by 
thote material things, Bread and Wine, which we eat 
and drink. And thus far God hath made proviſion ;for 
ſenfe tr{c]f, the more to excite and ſtir up our dull 
fpirits ; - but ſo taras--the plealing and humouring the 
fenſes wight be an hinderance to the Soul, God hath 
made no proviſion for them. Here's no ſuch pomp/and 
gaudineſs,and outward ſplendor, as may gratifie wan- 
toncarnal minds. Papifts may deviſe fach things (in- 
ſtead of Chriſt'sInſtitutions, which they ſteal away from 
the People) to the quenching of all true zeal and ſpi- 
ritual affection in God's ſervice , but the Goſpel war- 
rants:not any ſuch hurtful devices, and our Church 
doth juſtly reje& them. Nor is here a feaſt of dainties 
to ſatisfie a luxurious appetite, or feed an hungry bel- 
ly. Here's food for the Soul indeed repreſented, and 
convey'd by theſe Elements to the worthy receiver; but 
the molt are ſo ignorant of their greateſt concernments, 
that they never yet found ſuch a thing within them as a 
ſpiritual bunger. What,a ſoul be hungry ! how can that 
be ? Alas, they have ſo much to doto ſupply the neceſ- 
{ities of their bodies , that they can't have while to re- 
gard their ſouls. No;they may link or {wim,ſtarve and, 
damn for them; for rhey have other matters to mind 
which they hold more neceſſary. Is it nota wonder 
what we read atth. 2 2, at the beginning, that when 
the King had made a Marriage for his Son, and pre- 

ared a Feaſt, and ſentforth his Servants to invite the 
Gueſts, they ſhou)d make light of 3t, and begin to 
frame excuſes , that they had other bulineſsto do- , 
and this and that way togo, and therefore could got 
come 7 What, not come toa feaſt , to a ſumptuous 
Marriage:feaſt ? -to a feaſt madefor the King's Son-2 
| : And 
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And when ſervants were ſent on purpoſe to- invite them 
to it ? were not theſe a ſtrange ſort of ſtubborn toglith 
men,that would diſobey their own King, ſending them 
ſuch a courreous meflage as this ? Reader , doſt thou 
not condemn them in thy own.thoughzs !- doſt choy nor 
think thou would never have been (6 lilly and obſti- 
nate as they, if thowhadft been ſa ſent-unto ?. Bur for 
all thy thoughts, its well if thou prove not guilty of 
the very ſame fault thy ſelf. For what was the matter 
think ſt thou, that theſe people wonld not come when 
they were invited ? Why alas, rhere was no ſuch Fare 
made ready as they had a mind to, Be ſure had there 
been but ſuch 200d chear as would have fill'd their bel- 
lies, they would have made haſte enough, and would 
have invented excuſes how to get in, rather than to ſtay 
away. | 

But this is a Parable , ſhewing what entertainment 
the moſt do give to the Goſpel , whereby we are'in- 
vited not only to a Wedding-Feaſt , but to be even 
married out ſelves to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , the ever- 
laſting Son of the Father : and yet this meſſage , the 
matchleſs mercy whereof may aſtoniſh Menand An- 
gels, I ſay this Meſlage is ſlighted : fern will not come 
zo Chriſt that they may have life. Adulterous Souls go 
after other Lovers,and will not be eſpouſed to the Lord 
of glory : they ſee no form nor comlineſs in him why they 
fhonld deſire him. They hear great commendations of 
him indeed, what an excellent glorious perſon he is, 
no leſs than the Son of God made man , whoſe love 
was ſo great to Mankind, that he laid down his life 
for them, but in the mean time , What has he ? what's 
to be got by him ? what eſtates will he ſertle on them ? 
what honours will he advance them to? what ? why 
they ſhall through him have their (ins pardoned and fub- 
ducd, their hearts ſanRified , and at lebgth — 

Tecgelv 
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receiv'd into-everlaſting glory, —Nay , if this be all, 
they haye no mind-to.come on, but when -their .con- 
ſenc is delared, they have ſome excuſe or other ready at 
hand ; and either they will nor come at all , or-elſe 
not yet, or not ſo throughly and. heartily as they. are 
commanded: andin fuch.a wilful refuſal of Grace do 
thoalagds perſiſt and periſh. And though I ſappoſe this 
forementioned Parable doth not directly and primari- 
iy'belong tothe Lord's Supper, yet it may by conle- 

e bevery: w2ll applied thereto : Since here is a 
Matriage-fealt of the King's Son, here are the great 
bleſſings and mercies of the Goſpel held torth and of- 
tered, and all who-come duly prepar'd, and ſincerely 
diſpos'd to accept the ſame , hall be aſlur'd of them 
znd hithzr. do God's Miniſters exhort all to come inthe 
appointed regular way. And waat's the effect of theic 
Mefſige ? whythe moſt make light of it. Hither to this 
holy Table are people call'd ro give np themſelves tv 
God, to teſtifie the truth of their ſorrow for (in, and 
to renew their reſolutions againſt ir, and fo. to receive 
a ſealed pardon, and a Title to life everlaſting ; bur 
for their parts they have no ſuch liking to theſe (piritu- 
al good things which are ſo freely tendered them, The 
truth is, their (ins as yer-they are loth to leave ; for 
they. ſee no great hurtin them ; nay, they think they 
fund much good at preſent, and do not ule to trouble 
themſelves much. with the thoughts of that miſchict 
they may hereafter do them , and therefore they have 
notuch high thoughts of Chriſt for his being able to 
mortifie and remove their luſts, and ſo to ſave them 
from the miſery t2cfe would bring them to : They can 
yery hardly be perſwaded, that there is any ſuch excel- 
lency in an holy life , that they ſhould ſo ſpeedily and 
ſolemnly reſo]ve upon it. And though they can like 
well enough to. go to Heaven when: they muſt needs 
B97! leave 
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kavethis world, yet they look upen that day fo far off 
that they are in no great haſt of making ſure their fu- 


| tare happineſs, but think it may-be'time enough ro dv 


that a great while hence, And carrany man wonder, it 
thoſe: who are no more ſenſible of any benefit they Have 
by Chriſt, are very flack and negligent in a thankful 
remembrance of his death, and of thoſe benefits which 
thereby we enjoy and [hope for, which is the 'grezt 


"end of celebrating this 'Sacrament ? No marvel if ſach 


as'theſe always find one excuſe or other, to keep away 
from that which they have no more love to , and the 
neceflity and advantage whereof, they are no more ac- 
quainted with, If there was but any matter of gain to 
be got by it, any thing which made for the flelh, we 
ſhoutd necd no ſuch/ado to get them thither : We may 
be ſure, if the King ſhould bur proclaim that he would 


| give ſix pence apiece to all the poor throughout Lon- 


don; that would repair to Whzre- Hall, there would need 
nothing but the kriowledge of it to get'them rogerher? 
O what running, and crowding, & craving would there 
be ! He nced not ſend any Meſſengers to beſeech and 
perſwade them to receive his Charity,” Bar when' the 
Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and Earth by his Heralds 
proclainis to all, Ho every one that is willing, let him pre- 
pare himſelf, and come hither to receive ah earneſt of mnft- 
nite andeverlaſfting treaſures, there are' few will accept. 
the offer, as it it was of no value , and-as if the Apoſtle 
was miſtaken,* when heprefers the 'bivod'sf Chriffbe- 
fore' fuch corruprible things a4 ſilver amil\gold, Nay, 
I'le warrant you, in thofe Pariſhes where you ſhall find 


ſo few at a Communion, did bar'any-richÞman amongſt - 
themimake x'Feaſt, and invite the whole' Town ror, / 
yor ſhall find but few ſtay gt home. © But now when; 
God himſelf calls them: ro his Table," and there hath « 
provided them food which came trons Heaven, true _ 
_R. ritua 


( 14) 


ritual Mannazeven the Body and Blood of Chriſt which | 


is meat and drink indeed , they find no great appetite 
ro this Banquet. All.the great words they hear of it 
work not with chem :. for in all ſuch caſes 'ris nor other 
mens words agd-; opinions that we. judg by, but-our 


qwn relith and feeling. And whilſt-men have got ſuch - 


corrupt. dilpoſitians, aud carnal affections that they -fa- 
vour only - thoſe: things which are groſs and earthly 
like themſelves, ,, what wonder, is it it they underva- 
lue.thar which is. (0 unſuirablethem, and in which 
they:can feel no, more taſte than 14n the White of an 
Egg. A Swine prefers his own ſwill betore the greateſt 


Dainties thyt can be provided : and a voluptuous Gn- 


ner. that is wallowing in the mud: of flelhly pleaſures, 


woyld not willingly exchange conditions with the 
(Coriow Angels, that alwaies-i behold the face of 
d 


; Oh whither.is the Soul of man degenerated !-inta 
what a low andi{zdeſtate is.icfaln ,, that it finds ſweet- 
neſs in any thing rather than in4hat which ts truly plea- 
fant { How .chearfully avd contentedly can people fer 
themſelves to any thing rather than to-that only work 
which God hath, appointed them, even the worksng 
ont of th:ir Salvation; From morning to night they can 
follow their woc)dly buſineſs withaut complaining, and 
yet know not howto ſpend one'day. in ſeven , nor. one 
half hour in a day. in the ſervice of ,Gad, for the faving 
of theic: own. Sogls. 'Oh what [pains do-many poor 
men take,ogly to get a liveliheed in the world, and yet 
think everlaſting lite worth no regard or care at all, 
They can be content to ſpend their thoughts , and 
ſtrength,and time upon vanity, to /ay out their money 
fer that which a nos Bread, and to labour for the wind z 
but when God faith, but give me your hearts, he 1s dent- 
ed. If this careleſs generation had but Houſes and 
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Lands, Money,and Goods, proffered them on the ſame 


rerms that Heaven is,how greedily would they Jay hold 
on them ? If a rich man ſhould ſay ro them, Zopp buz 
this Gold more than the Dirt unaer yonr feet,and you ſball 
have it, O how quickly would they purchaſe |, and 
never think the condition hard: 4 the poor mari was 
enjoyned to preter.hxead betore a ſtone, and to delire it 
more,and then it {A6vld be given him, 'do you thiak he 
would ever be without it ? And yer when the Blefled 
God offers them ten thouſand times greater mercies 
upon ſuch terms'as: theſe, they refuſe them, as it 'they 
were required to-do ſome great thing , -for that Which 
was not worth their Labour. What doth God command , 
us,but to Jove himſelf more than empty creatures ! T6 
value an everlaſting Kingdom, before the frail comforts 
of this ſhort life ?-and yet we will nordo it. He bids 
us but love our beſt part, even our” Souls, more: than 
theſe vile bodies ; and to take moſt care for that which 
deſerves moſt, as being the more-excellent, When he 
enjoyns us to fly from (in, and embrace holineſs, it's 
aS it he ſhould fay, Beware of that which will do you 
the greateſt miſchief,and cloſe with that which will -tlo you 
the 'moft good , Accept of Liberty 'anid Freedom ,' and 
do not lie in Priſon and Fetters : Be in Health, and not 
in' Sickneſs , and yer men will not be perſwaded. When 
God ſaich, prefer my pleafant Service , betore the 
Bondage of the Devi), and thou fhalt be happy 'tor 
ever ; he-doth as it were ſay, Be but heartily willing to 
atcept of happineſs here , and thou ſhalt have it here- 
efter ; but the'moeſt are unwilling. ' And upon this it 15, 
that not only*God, but all the world, yea, themſelves, 
wilt-for ever 1zy the blame of their deſtruQion, by therr 
refolvedreſs and wilfulneſs in the wayes of ſn ,. they 
ave mercileſs murderers of their own Souls, The De- 
vil may tewprt,and the world may allure; but they can- 
= nop 

( 


-- wonderful works and mercies ; thou who ſeeſt no.need 


((16) | 
not" fotce them' tb. fih. There is riot one of all thoſe 
millions that periih,. who can truly ſay, that be was 
uofcignedly willing to have ſav'd himſelf , but could 
not. :But as for thoſe that periſh from among Chritti- 
ans, they have leaſt of all ro plead in their own excule. 
For they have been exhorted, and beſought again and a- 

ain, Lo put away their evil doings,.to renounce their 
Juſts andturn to the good ways ebfgod, and yer they 


would not hearken. What though the Devil entic'd 
them to wickedneſs, did not God's Spirit alſo move up- 
ontheir hearts, ro have drawn them to holineſs ? But 
they who knew not how to reſiſt the Devil as they were 
commanded, could reſiſt and grieve, and offer deſpight to 
the Spirit of Grace. Whilſt they knew not how to reject 
nor get away from a lintul Companion , they could 
putoff their Miniſters and godly Friends wich Hat de- 
nials,-it not with contempt and jeers. What though the 
fleth was craving tor forbidden fruit, unlawful plea- 
{ures and ſatisfaction ?- Yet did-not Conſcience contra- 
di and check it ? Why then ſhould fleſh, which had 
n@rea(on for its delires, be hearkened to and obeyed, 
whilſt Conſcience, wh ch is the voice of God, muſt be 
ſlighted and (ilenced ?. Tell me, whoever thou art, that 
makelſt a Trade of (in, and liveſt-in the negle& of thy 
Duty to God that made thee,. and;keeps-thee alive,'-not 
accounting it the buſineſs. of thy.lite to ſerve and ho 
nour him, but goeſt from one day to another without 
the ſerious thoughts of his glorious Majeſty, and all-lus | 


ot hearing or reading God's Word, of conſtant Prayer, - 
or receiving Sacraments, that putteſt oft the thoughts 
of Death and Judgment, and. art careleſs of making 
preparations for the ſame : Tell me 1 beſcech, thee, 
what's the reaſon of ſuch a wretched, . linful courſe..as - 
this ! Is it becauſe thou knoweſt no better ? Walt thou 
; never 


© - ab 


never told how thon oughteſt to behave thy ieif f Did'fF 
thou never hear who it 1s puts men vpon hin, and 
what wages they have for it at length ? Didit thou ne- 
ver read nor hear of a Sarlour that came to cail ren 
to repertince and holineſs, and laid down bis lite to 
{ave ail that will be his faithful followers and Servarts £ 
It's very ſtrange indeed it thou haft lived in any ſuch 
dark corner, that thou wei t never acquainted Wi hthefe 
matters ; but it is moſt likely thou haſt hzard them a- 
pin and again, but all hah been co no purpole. Whar 
doſt thou nct know who made thee,and why thou waſt 
made ? Therc's tew Children but can anſwer tuch que- 
{tions as theſe, and yet how tew men th.t conlider 
them, or that live as it they knew them! 

lhere are indeed many to be tound, elpectaily of th: 
meaner fort, who teil-you they cannot read, nor are 
Book-learned, and thercfore they hope God will hold 
tliem excuſed and not require much of :hem, but yer 
theſe people have learning enough to look to their bu- 
{inefs in the world ; and it they be tick, they | f.ek tor 
help, or it they are wronged they 't look out for relict. 
And what have they not learning enough to know wh. t 
they muſt do to be ſaved ? have they been idl- and vn- 
willing to learn ſo much as to read plain Engiith , ard 
do they think this will ſerve their turn to picad or their 
ignorance and neglet of Duty, and wiltul Rebcetlions 
a2ain{t God 2 What were they taught or commarded 
ſuch difficult rhings , that none bur Scholars can ua- 
derſtand or do them ? They can rell , as limple as they 
are, that the light of the Sun is greater than the light vf, 
a Candle, that Gold is better than Brals , that a King 
15 above a Conſtable , that its beiter to have an eſtate 
of thejr own,which they ſhall enjoy as long 35 they live, 
than to be Tenants to another, to be turned out when 
he will. Do they know theſe things, and is it any varder 
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to know that God who made all things , and put that 
goodneſs into them which they have, is better than all 
thoſe things which he made, and therefore thonld be 
preferred before all Creatures z That he who 1s Lord 
of All, ſhould be obeyed above All , that to be like him, 
15 better than to be like the Beaſts; that a certain e- 
verlaſting Glory is more worth than ſhort , uncertain 
comforts here bclow ? Again, theſe men knew well e- 
nough how to eat and drink, and to take heed of what 
might hurt their bodics , they could avoid the perſons 
and places that were infeRed ; it the houſe was on fire 
they would run out of it, and call neighbours to helpto 
quenchit; if they are upon the way, and are told of 
quick-ſands and quagmires, they can avoid them. And 
vet have they not learning enough to do good to their 
Souls, and to take heed of that which will deſtroy them 
for ever, and hearken to others that warn them of their 
danger ? They can be diligent enough to pleaſe thoſe 
that do them good turns , and to beware of offcnding 
ſuch as can undo them, And yer do they account it 
fuch an hard matter to love and pleaſe that God who 
hath given them all the mercies they ever enjoyed, and 
ro take heed of provoking him to anger,who can kill both 
body and ſoul,and caſt rhem into Hell ? Yea, turther, let 
thoſe very people that cannot read, have a Paper given 
them that tells them, how to cure any diſeaſe they 
are troubled with, they can go toa Neighbour,and ger 
him to read it to them , and they can mark it ſo dili- 
gently as to tollow its dire&ions. Or if they be in any 
crouble 3bout their Eſtates, they can carry their Deeds 
and Evidences to a I awyer, and pray him to peruſe 
them, and tel] them how the caſe ſtands with them. 
And what, could they get no body to read the Bible or 
ſome 200d Book to them, that might direct them in the 
* way to Salvation ? Or could they not have hearken'd 
Care- 
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carefully to their Miniſter, whilſt he was telling them 

what they muſt do ? or might they not have gone 19 

him in private, and delired particular inſtructions for 

their ſouls ? Nay, there are few Familics ot the poore{?, 

bur one or other amony{l them can read 53 and, might 

they not have taken ſome {pare time, and have read 

, together, and difcourſed one with another about the 
ſtate of their Souls, and whar was to be done in order to 

everlaſting happineſs. The plain truth is, there are few 

but can thew diligence and sKill enough in any world- 

ly trifle,that they think does at all concern them ; bur 

(as | hinted before) they are ſo inſenlible of any advan- 

rage that's to be got by minding the things of Religion, 

that they diſregard, them as matters of no worth or con- 

ſequence. For | cannot imagine whence this {trange 

and damnable careleſneſs ſhould come, but that firit 

of all,men forget that they have ſouls which will never 

die, but muſt live tor ever in another world, elther in 

joy or torment,according as they behaved themſclves in 

this : For certainly, the ſound belief, and frequent (0- 

ber conlideration of the true nature of the Soul, is the 

great foundation and ſupport of ſeriouſneſs in Religion, 

the great delign whereot is to help this immortal Soul 

to an happineſs ſuiced ro its Nature, Wherefore, if 

the ſoul ir ſelf de torgoiten, how can it otherwiſe be 

but God will be forgotten alſo, and the Duty we owe 

to him negle&ed ? For though it we were ingenuous, 

his mercies to our bodies might engage us to love and 

ſerve him , and the moſt carnal men may ſo far remem- 
ber God,as to look for health and wealth, and outward 
comforts from him, yet this cannot bring them to any 
heartineſs in Religion , which conliſts very much in 
denying the fleth, and thinking meanly of all things 
here below ; and theretore no man can ſerve God as he 
ought, but he who bclieves that he rewards his diiigent 
C 2 Ser= 
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Servants with an everlaſting Rappineſs in the fruition 
of himſelf : for nothing but the hopes of this can bear 
out men in thoſe difficulties of ſuff:ring and obedience 
which they may be cali'd to. But if men have no re- 
gard to their Souls, neither will they take any heed to 
plezſe God, nor make it their bulineſs to get to Hea- 
ven hereafter, which is nothing elſe but a ſtate of hap+ 
pineſs principally prepared for a reaſonable ſoul in ahe 
tall enjoyment of God ; neither will they take care to 
prevent their falling into Hell , which 1s that ſtate of 
miſery whereinto they that forget God are turned , and 
chiefly appointed tor the punilhment of the Soul. And 
hence it will unavoidably iollow, that, they will under- 
value the work of redemption , and diſregard the Lord 
Jeſus, who wrought this work in behalf of the Sons of 
men, to recoyer their Souls ro God, to purchaſe the 
pardon of fin,and enable thern fincercly io pleaſe God, 
{0 to prevent their damnation, and bring them to 
eternal glory. Andif they have no eſteem tor Chrilt, 
then needs muſt they (]igh: rhe Word and Sacraments 
whereby they ſhould be b: ought ro acquaintarce with 
him,to be intereſted in,and r2}ated ro him,and to receive 
the communications of grace irom him. 

Now though there are few that will acknow:edge 
themſelves guilty of ſuch i2norance of themſelves, ſuch 
contempt of God and Glory, and of Chriſt, the way 
thereto, yet their ations &o too plainly ſhew it. For 
certainly if they had any true knowledge of their own 
ſouls, they could not but rake more pains to ſave them 
than they do, even out of love to themſelves ; when as 
now they never in all their lives, many of them, are ſo 
Much as once brought ſeriouſly to ask the queſtion, how 


"they ſhould do tobe ſaved ? No, nor ever withdrew them- 


ſelves into private for an hours time on ſet purpoſe to 
conlider what th:ir ſpiritual condition is, and how 
they 
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they ſtand related to God, whether as friends or ene- 
mies, and whither they muſt go w.ien they depart our 
of this life. And tell me then, do thele people indeed 
remember to any purpoſe that thzy have fouls chat muſt 
eithzr be ſaved or damned tor ever ? What though they 
may ſometimes hear Sermons, or read ih= B:b!e, yer do 
they uſe when thzy come home, or wie: they have laid 
alide their Books, ſoberly ro think 0: w!t-t they have 
read or heard ? Do they conlider how it coice:ns them ? 
Do they examine themſelves by the Word, aid apply 
it home to their own conſciences , and guide their lives 
by it? Dothey regard it as that by wich they muft: 
ſhortly be judged ? And though they may fomerimes 
pur up a Prayer to God, yet ao they pertorm this cu- 
ty as ſeeing any need ot it, taking wiy duirzhe 17 77, or 
as expecting any good from it ! Dothey 5ot oree 14nd 
think what they ſtand in need of,and to pray co God tor 
a ſupply of their wants, not only of their Bodies, but 
Souls, 1n as good earneſt as they can ask their netohe 
bour for any thing they lack. And in Me very act of 
praying have thzy any awe or ſenſe of God. upoa their 
Spirits, as they would have, if they w-re putting up 2 
Petition to a Prince or Judge? And do thzy mind 
what they have been about waen they come trom the 
Duty ? Do they carctully wait tor an anſwer of their 
Prayers,and patiently expect thoſe blc{fiags, which they 
deſired from God, ſuch as ſtrength againſt (in, and 
grace to ſerve him-? And do they do what is in their 
Power to procure what they pray for ? Thus you may 
be ſure it would be with them, if they were in good car- 
neſt in their Prayers. For when they go to any great 
man to requelt a favour from him, th:y attend what 
anſwer he makes, and their thoughts are much upon it, 
and they are deeply concerned for the ſucceſs oi thete 
requeſt. Though they have been baptized into the 

G3 Name 
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Name of Chriſt , yet do they ever uſe to think what 
they are thereby engaged to, and fee to anſwer that 
Engagement? And ſuppoſe they do ſometimes come 
r0 the Communion, yet did they ever come to i: with 
inch a kind of Spirituz] appetite and expectation of 
ſtrength and benefit, as they goto an ordinary meal ? 
Or are they careful betore-band to fit themſelves for 
the Duty ſoas roprofit by it ? Whatever they may 
pretend, it is moſt maniteſt that Religion is not ta- 
ken by them, tor the great work of their lives. They 
are far from ſpending their time, and buſying their 
minds like men that were ſent into the world on pur- 
pole to ſerve God , which they can ſay is the reaſon 
why God made them. It is not their chief ſtudy and 
work ſo to know and pleaſe their Maker, and to get 
their Peace made with him through the Lord Jclus, 
that they may live with him hereattcr in Giory tor ever. 
No, no, to the Conſciences of theſe men | dare appeal, 
this is the leaſt matter ot a thouſard with them, and 
there's ſcarce ah thing which they lefs regard, They 
hear their Miniſter about theſe things, as if he was tel- 
ling them a ſtory of no concernment , or ſpoke in a 


ſtrange Language, which they underitood not. whs 


he bur celling them the way to thrive in the world, and 
get itore of riches,they would hear him more artentive- 
ly, and remember better what he ſaid ro them, and 
not think they had doneenough when they had ſtood 
in th: Church for an hour as now they do. He that 
hach mide any tryal,may ealily ice thatthis ſort of peo- 
ple do not gjvethe ſame heed ro one that diſcourſeth 
ro them about the matters of their Souls, as they do 
to hira that ſpeaks of earthly thing-. If you talk with 
2 Citizen about his Trade, or with a Countrey-man 4- 
bout his Corn, or Cattel, or the Weather, or any the 
like ſubj«&s, they can hold diſcourſe with you wel! 

enough ; 
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enough ; but if you come to ſpeak of the unſeen King- 
dome, and the way thereto, what need we have co 
ſearch into our Souls, ty ſee that we have got a good 
ſound Title tro that Glory. If you do bur tell them 
of the {hortnels and uncertainty of lite, exhorring them 
therefore to get w-ll prepared for Dz:ath and Judy- 
ment, how {trange is ſuch language as this to the ears 
of many ! Som: laugh at it as babling, others give you 
a bare hearing, but are little affected with 'the weigh- 
tieſt marrers delivered in the moſt piercing words that 
a man knows how to ſpeak. Nay many times they'l 
be taken up with other things ſo much, as not ro mind 
or underſtand what 1s ſaid to them, nor do they atter- 
wards remember it , burare as much moved with the 
barking of a Dog,or blowing of the Wind, as with the 
molt ſerious aftcionate Exhortations you can give 
them, And indeed how can men take any great plea- 
{ure to hzar of things that are not 1n their own Ele- 
ment, but as it were our of their reach ? Would not 
the plain Countrcyman be ready to laugh and wonder 
at a Scholar that (hou'd ralk to him in Latin, or mike 
him tedious diſcourſes of any point in Philoſophy 
though he ſpoke in plain Englith { What's all this ro 
him? He underſtand; it not, or if he did, he may 
think, what thou!d he be the better for it. And does nor 
the Word of God tell us,that the 2atwral man receives 
not the things of the Spirit but they ſeem fooli/hneſs to him, 
becauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned The Doctrine ot 
Regeneration by the Spirit, to thoſe that never felr ir, 
is ſtill as ſtrange as it was to Necodem:zs. And except 
we have before-hand got ſome inward apprehent1on of 
the things that we hear of, all talk of them 1s bur as 
an empty ſound, that ſignifies nothing. Wheretore 
no marvel, if they who think ſo ſeldom, and under- 


ſtand (o little of God, and Chriſt, and a work of grace, 
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to be wrought on their hearts, are no more affe&ted nor 
ſtirred when they hear ot them. And whilſt they per- 
ccive no protit they ſhould get by theſe things , whar 
ſhould they hearken toth-m tor { They cannot by all 
you tay, get one penny more 1n their purſe, nor a meals 
meat,nor a {uit of cloaths; and thelz are the moſt delt- 
rable enjoyments they arc acquainted with, And its no 
great Wonder, wiaen Wwe contider the ecucation of the 
common ſort,if they be of ſuch a w.erched temper. For 
perhaps they w-re born and brought up by parents hike 
themſclves , that knew not how 10 acquaint them whar 
they were made for,in any ſuch manner as was likely to 
dothem good , and,it may be,never {o much as fer them 
ro School, to learn to read Englith, and 1n their 
childiſh years it cannot be thought they ſhould have 
much underſtanding in Reljzion, when they think of 
little elſe but their meat and play ; and when they 
grow upto riper years, they are ſet to Trades, and to 
work for their livings : (I ſpeak ct the meaner fort,) 
and when they come to ve fertied in the world, and 
have Wife 2nd children, then they have enough to 
do to provide for their Families ; and cannot ſpare 
time to learn the way to Heaven, and it they live to 
be aged, they think themſelves roy old to learn, and 
are r00 deep rooted in their ways to be drawn to for- 
ſike them without Iittle I-fs than a miracle, and fo 
there are multnudes ever, within tic tcund of the Gol 
pe] , that live 2nd die in lamentable 1gnorance and 
ſenſeleſneſs. I know all this while in every {tate and 
time through which they paſs, the moſt have oppor- 
runiries for learning their duty, 1f they had any heart 
ro it; but their minds are ſtill poſieſſed with 'fome- 
thing elſe. 
And though they may be ſomewhat conſtant in keep- 
ing their Church yet ihis being athing they have always 
been 
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been wont to, before they knew what they did , they 
ſtill hold on in a cuſtomary manner, without duly con- 


| {idering what they come thither for ; not thinking that 


the Miniſter ſpeaks to them, and about matters that are 
for life or death : the diſcourſes alſo which they hear 
being upon particular ſubjects,they are like to profit the 
leſs by them, 1n that they have not ſuch a ſound and 
clear knowledge of the chiet points of Religton, as 
may enable thern ro underſtand and proht by Sermons. 
And though trom Children they may ſome of them be 
able to repeat their Creed, and Commandements, and 
Lord's Prayer, yet truly it 1s very calle to (ay thele over 
a thouſand times withoart being much afftected with 
them, or well underſtanding them, only pattering them 
over by rote : eſpecially it they never had thele princi- 
ples clearly laid open and explained to them. It may 
be alſo many ot theſe never had any particuiar cloſe 
counſel given them ,tending to awaken them to an ap- 
prehen(ion of cheir-condition, to convince them ot their . 
fin and miſery by nature, and put thera upon ſearching 
in good earneſt atter the way to eſcape damnation, and 
be truly happy for ever. Or if they have been ſo exhor- 
ted, yet they will not be brought to think of theſe things 
ſoundly by themſelves, and to feck God by Prayer 
for dire&tion and alliſtance. Ir is no ealie nor trifling 
matter for a man Wholly to change his thoughts , pur- 
poſes, afte&ions, and manner et life, as ail muſt do 
that rurn from fin to true godlineſs, Such a change 2s 
this is not likely to be wrought without much conlide- 
ration, and ſober ſetled reſolutions on man's part, to 
which the grace of God would not be wanting to make 
them effeual. I know it is alſo the grace of God thar 
puts upon them, but yet it is Man himſelf that by the 
alſiſtance of this grace muſt tus Conlider, ard thus Re- 


ſolve, But now when ſhould people ſer upon this work 
ol 
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of conſidering what they ſhould do to be ſaved ? | 


| 


Soinething or other (till happens in the way that keeps 
them from the work,or takes them off before it comes 
to any good iſſue. Either they are ſleeping or working, 
eating or drinking, or playing and idling, dreſſing or 
undreffing,or have ſome whither to go,or ſome body to 
ſpeak to, or in ſome company that they cannot leave z 
or have ſome bulineſs in their heads, which they are 
contriving, or elle are in ſickneſs that unfits them for 
ation, or ſome trouble hath befaln chem which puts 
their minds out of order, or ſome happineſs and prof. 


perity which putfs them up with a fooliſh flaſhy joy, | 


or they have ſome brave _ in expetation which 
they are muſing on, and plealing themſelves with be- 
fore-hand. Some ſuch matters as theſe, I dare ſay, fall 


the heads and hearts of moſt from one years end to ano- | 


ther throughout their whole lives. Theſe and ſuch like 
are the things that come into their minds as ſoon as they 
are awake, and then preſently they are ſet about one 
thing or other, or light into ſome company that takes 
them up for that day, and the like happens tro morrow 
and the next day ; and whilſt the preſent time never ap- 
pears convenient for the ſolemn performance of this 
great work of Repentance, it is by the moſt poſted off 
*rill ir is roo late, and then in vain do they repent to all 


Eternity that they did not repent in Time, Now tt | 
could not be that they ſhould never have a ſpare day | | 


or hour tor the con{1deration of, and ſetting upon the 
work they were ſent into the world for, but that they 


are guided in the courſe of their lives by this praRical | 
deep-rooted opinion, that their only buſineſs here, 1s | 
ro make th's life as comfortable as they can ; and there= 


fore that to vet food, and raiment, and riches for them- 
ſelves and their children,to enjoy pleaſures, and he well 
accounted of in the world,are the beſt things which can 
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be imagined ; whereupon they wholly bend themſelves 
ro the atrainment of rheſc things ; and on they goin a 
giddy heedleſs manner, never well examining whether 
this their way be not their folly, nor caking much notice 
what the principles and opinions are, which have the 
greateſt power upon their lives, and whence their aRi- 
ons flow, which prigciples may be {o wrought into their 
natures , that they ſhall lead and rule thei whilſt they 
are ſecrer, and not diſtinly known and weighed, And 
indeed this conceit, that the good things of this life are 


| moſt to be ſer by and ſought after, hath irs firſt riſe trom 


our corrupted natures, which being fall'n oft trom God 
and contrary to him, inclines us to ſeek happineſs any 
where,rather than in returning to his love. And then in 
Childhood, and for ſome years after, we have very 


| weak apprehenlions of any thing but what's before us, 


being wholly rul'd by our ſenſes. And when our mile- 
rable miſtakes have once taken root, and are become 
natural to us, its one of the hardeſt things in the world 
to be freed from them : ,for we are prone to be fo cun- 
ceited of our own ways, that we are by no means wi!- 
ling to be contradicted, much leſs to call our felves 
fools for all we have done, and begin the world anew ; 
as if we had never (et one ſtep forward in the right way. 


| And ir muſt needs be the more difhicult ro convince 
| men of the fully and baſeneſs of ſuch a carnal worldly 
| life , becauſe chey obſerve it to be the cnſtom of the 


moſt about them, high and low, even of ſuch as are 
counted wiſe and judicious, worſhiptul and honoura- 
ble perſons. And what,may they think, can they be fo 


| foully miſtaken, who did but follow the courſe which 
' they ſaw ſuch men lead before them ? An: this indeed 


is 6ne great cauſe of the miſtakes and de'trution of 
men, that when they come into the w /:,, they chuſe 
rather to follow the examples of their :1- hbours than 

the 


© 8 | 
the rules of right reaſon which they ſhould gather from | 
God's holy Word,& a due ex3mination of things ; and 
theretore they take to thoſe ations, and that manner | 
of life which they ſee others follow, without well think | 
ing whether they do wiſely or not : juſt as if a man; 
ſhould ſee a company ot people upon the way ranning 
as for their lives, pretending that they are in purſuit of 
ſome great matters, and thereupon ſhould preſently ſer | 
in with them, and run along as faſt as they, without tar- | 
ther enquiry what they look for ; till ar length when | 
they are all tired, he perceives they had no other delign 
but perhaps to catch flies, which when they have, they | 
know not what to do with, or ro lay hold on ſome pret- | 
ty bird which they could not overtake : even thus when | 
a man fees thoſe about him running and riding, ſtriving * 
and ſweating to get houſes and lands, and all outward ; 
enjoyments, he rhinks 1t needleſs to enquire whether 
theſe things be worthy all their Jabour ; no, that's taken 
for grarited : for ſure, may he think, theſe men are no 
fools, but know weli enough what they do, and there- | 
fore without deliberation upon the matter, he joyns | 
with the reſt in Jabouring and contriving for theſe 
worldly things,taking all rhe pleaſure in them that they 
will poſſibly yeild, And whatever help is attorded them | 
for the carrying on of this delign, th:y will readily and 
thanktully compiy wich, If you ſupply them with waat | 
they were ſeeking for, they will greedily receive 1t, or | 
it you will give them ſure directions how to get it, they 
will hearken to you, and diligently foliow your advice, 
But whatever 15 preſented , that no way conduceth to 
theſe their carnal ends, that which makes them no 
richer nor higher tn the world, nor gives their ſenſes 
any delight, 15 ike ro be altogether flighted by them, 
What mean thoughts therefore muſt thcy needs have of 
Sermons, Sacramentz, and all Spiritual adyanrages 
which 
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-om ; Which are only means for the getting of an happineſs 
and | quite of another nature from thar they are ſeeking af- 


ner | cer © 


nk. | 1 hope this large Preface (which.indeed I did not de- 
nzn | {ign) will not be altogether uſeleſs, nor ſeem imperti- 
ing | Dent; (ance they who {o little care for hearing or rea- 
t 05 | ding God's Word, for Prayer or receiving Sacraments, 
ſer } Whore liſtleſs toall duties, and feel no ſweetneſs in 
ar. | them, all ſuch may hence learn what is the root and 
hen | ground of this diſtemper, what it is that makes them our 
ion | Of taſt with theſe rich and ſavoury provilions which all 
Key healthful Souls do ſo dearly love, even becauſe their 
et. | ſecret, but moſt powerful, thoughts are, that they have 
nen | nothing better than their Bodies to provide for , and 
ing © that to do this 1s the chiefeſt bulineſs they have , and 
ard | that nothing is of ary great uſe which makes nor for this 
hex | nd. But it would be quite otherwiſe with them, if they 
cen | Were indeed clearly convinced, and ſoundly perſwaded 
no | that they have ſouls which will never die, and that 
re. | theſe are the belt part, and deſerve moſt care, and are 
1ns | as much to be preterred before the body as a man before 
eſe | the horſe which he rides on; and that theſe their im- 
ey | mortal ſouls can only be made happy by the favour of 
em | God,out of which they are fallen by linning againſthim, 
nd | and that the great work of this life is to ger all breaches 
14t | made up betwixtGod and them, that ſo when they leave 
or | this world, they may be reſtored to perte&t happineſs 
ey | intheenjoyment of God ; and that they can no way 
be thus reconciled to God but by Jeſus Chriſt, by wiole 
to | Merits and mediation their [ins may be pardoned , and 
by whoſe holy Spiric (which is given by the Father 
through him) they can only be ſo changed and ſanRi- 
m, | hed, that they may be made meet for the inheritance of 
of the Saints in the heavenly light of God's preſence and 
love, Was the ſound believe of theſe plain, grear, and 
ch commonly 


COR 
commonly acknowledged truths, but well rooted in the} t! 
hearts of men, ſo as to overpower and change their at-| it 
te&tions, we ſhould ſoon perceive them to be other kind, Ti 
of perſons in all their behaviour. If they took it for the} tc 
bulinels of their lives to work out their Salvation, being © 
convinced that they had nothing in the world to do 
but this, and what 1s in order to it, then would they di- ſi 
ligent!y labour after a ſaving knowledge of a crucified} © 
Chriſt, which comprehends 1n it the whole of Religion.) C( 
And then they would highly prize and diligently atrend [3 
upon thoſe means which Chriſt hath appointed tor rhe! P 
manitelting himſe}t, and conveying his ſaving benehis 9 
to the ſou]. They would take care to be tound 1n thoſe) q 
ways wherein Chriſt is like to be tound. Wharever} P 
had relation to him vould be very much eſteemed by} i 
them z and they would never be at quict 'till rhey had h 
done their beft to make it fure that they had get anj 
mt-reſt in him, and through him a title to the Fathers} F 
everlaiting love. They would then 1ighily inform} ff 
themſelves what's required of all that muſt be ſaved by| Þ 
Chriſt, and theſe conditions they would endeavour toj F 
come up to, and perform. They would be willing to} C« 
enter into the molt ſolemn Covenant with him, to take} M 
him for their Saviour in all his Offices , by him to beſ hi 
brougtt ro that glory whichGod hath prepared for crue} © 
Believers : and the keeping of this Covenant wonld be 
their ſtudy and care through che whole courſe of their] ' 
like. Now though conlidering theſe things, it might ap-|# 
pear a very fit merhod tor the curing of mens miltakes,| 15 
and direct them in the way to bleſſednels, firſt ro repre. l5 
ſent and demonſtrate to them that they have immor-|!t 
tal Souls; and that ihe love of God is their only por-| E! 
tion, and that this can no way be obtained but by {1 
the Lord Jeſus, and rien to ſhew what ts _—_ to! Bi 
wake uz partakers of happineſs by him z yer lance the'e, 
things 
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; the) things are in ſome ſort known, and readily confeſt by 
r at:} the moſt,l ſhall at preſert wave this method, and chule 
kind. ratber to drive at the laſt os theſe, which will be found 
r the} 10 contain all ; namely to dire& and exhort them 
eino! £0 enter into Covenant, and make a thorough cloſure 
> do} With Jeſus Chriſt, that through him their lins may be 
7 di} ſubdued and pardoned , their perſons and natures re- 


: 


t an 


concil'd to God, that they may be bleſſed for ever in 


4 communion with him. And even this is my chiet de- 


ſign in laying down the following Dire&ions to a due 
preparation'tor, and a right receiving of the Lord's 
Supper, and in giving Motives to the ferious and fre- 
quent performance of that Duty, which I look upon 
principally as a ſoJemnizing and ratifying our Cove- 


yl nant with God by Jeſus Chriſt ; and the lincerity of the 


heart jn making this Covenant, and our taithfulneſs 
in Keeping it,is the very heart and ſcope of Chriſtianity, 


hers; For my intention in treating of this Subject, is nor 


orm 
| by 
1r t0 
g to 
take 
0 be 


meerly to perſwade people to come to the Lord's Ta- 
ble (alas what a poor thing is that to be reſted in ! ) bur 
to inſtru them for a right coming to, and hearty re. 
ceiving of Chriſt himſelf, then ro come to the Sacras 
ment, there to make and renew their Covenant with 
him in a more formal and expreſs manner , the more 
ro afte&t, and deeplier to engage themſelves. For this 
being a ſenſible and ſolemn thing, will be apr to make 


ic{ the ſtronger impreſſion upon mens ſpirits, ; and perhaps 
.| they will be ſooner perſwaded to this work, becauſe it 


is ſo much fitted to ſenſe it ſelf. But the great danger 


\| is, leaſt they ſhould ruſh upon that which they under » 
.| [tand not the reaſon of , and think they have done 
.| enough by bare receiving the Sacrament, without con- 


[idering to what purpoſe they do it; which would be 


| to! great madre's, and of worſe conſequence, than for a 
hee, man to run and lay his hands upon the book, and kits 


ings 


Ir, 
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It, and ufe the like ceremonies of an Oath, and neve 
mind what he {wears to, nor aiterwards think what he 
harh done, though it was about a matter of lite an 
death. And theretore I thall endeavour by God's af. 
fiſtance to prevent this miſcarriage, by ſhewing whar i 
the natare and delign of this Ordinance, 11 a right par 
tictpation whereot conlilts ſo much of Religion : finct 
hereby a man profeſſeth and engageth himſelf to be 
ſincere obedient Chriſtian, which may be underſtoo 
by this compariſon before 1 come to ſpeak to it more 
fully, that the more ignorant Reader may the ſooner 
have the notion fixt on his mind. It is much what, as if 
th: Governour of 2 Ci'y, after there had been a ſedi 
ous inſurrz&ion of the Citizens, ſhould offer pardon re 
all 11; would acknowledge their fault, beg his par 
don, and return to their former ſubje&ion and peacea 
ble behaviour , and moreover thould enjoyn all thz 
were thus affeted , ty come take a piece of mone 
which he would give abroad , or to partake of a teal 
which he would make on purpoſe tor the entertainmen 
of ſuch ; norv would it not be madnels, and grols 1m 
pudence, and difſembling, tor ary to recelve thiz ing 
ney, or 80 lic at this Table, who were reſolved yet tc 
continu their rebellion, and would imploy that ver 
money, and the ſtrength they received from his mear 
againtt him that gave them , whenas hereby they wer 
co teſtifie their reiolutions to be faithful and obedient 
Even thus hath it pleaſed th2 Lord Jeſus Chrilt,the Re 
deemer of rebellious degenerate mankind, to proclain 
tree and full pardon to all that will heartily repen 
of, and turn from their wicked ways, and take him fe 
their Lord and Saviour, and ſubmit to his dire&ions t 
their attainment of happineſs ; and withall he hat 
commanded all that will thus become his diſciple: 
firſt to be lifted under him by Baptiſm, whereby hey 
al 
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are viſibly entred amongſt che number of profeſſing 
C hriſtians, and afterwards they who were baptized in 
| -are come to this Sacramental Feaſt, and 
there to joyn with their fellow- believers, in a perſonal 
profeſſion of their willingneſs and reſolution to ſtand 
to that Covenant, whereinto they were engaged by Ba- 
ptiſm, in teſtimony whereof , they eat the Bread , and 
drink the Wine, whereby the Body & Blood of Chriſt 
is repreſented, as I ſhall further ſhew anon. Now 
would it not in like manner, be a ſtrange piece of folly 
and monſtrous hypocriſy, for any man to reſt ſatisfied 
with his having been baptized , or his receiving the 
Lord's Supper, and think himſelf therefore a Chriſtian 
good enough , without taking care to perform thoſe 
promiſes which he then made , but rather encourage 
bimſelf in fin by the conlideration of what he hath done, 
as if he might the more ſafely rebel _=_ God, be- 
cauſe he had expreſly vowed againſt all ſuch rebellion ? 


Could there be a more deſperate, dangerous wickedneſs 


than co make ſuch a wilful miſtake ? And yet 1 wiſh 
there be not thouſands guilty of ir, Alas, alas! how 
few that have taken che carneſt-peny,and wear Chriſt's 
Colours, that ever think to any purpoſe what they are 
hereby bound ro? How many in effe& renounce their 
Baptiſm by their ungodly lives : and either negle& the 
Lord's Supper, or come to it to pacifie their Conſcien- 
ces, that they may ſin the more freely, rather than to 
ſtrengthen and engage themſelves againſt every (in ? 
As for Baptiſm, I ſhall not inſiſt on it, chough I grant 
that thys is the leading Sacrament appointed for the te- 
ſtimony of our firſt being devoted to God, which en- 
gagement we ought to call ro remembrance, and renew 
atthe Lord's Supper, whereof according to my promiſe 
Fnow conie to ſpeak, 

D CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1II. 


What it 1s to ds this (to celebrate the Communion) 11 re- 
membrance of Chriſt, And 


I. That tt includes the true knowledge of him. 

B*rs defirous to contribute ſome aſſiſtance to 
thoſe that need it, to bring them (through 
God's bleſſing) to a conſcientious performance of this 
oreatduty, 1 obſerve there are two ſorts of perſons 
tau!ry herein, either ſach as negle& it, or that miſcarry 
and fail in the manner of doing it, Thoſe that neglet 
it are ejther ſuch that do it out of meer wilfulnefs , as 
the grolly vicious, that will not come to this Sacra- 
mert, becauſe they think this would lay an obligatron 
upon them ro forſake thoſe {ins which they never 'in- 
tend to part with, whatever comes on't , and the ſtnpid 
ſenſeleſs ones,that know not the worth, nor ſce the need 
of this Ordinance,or any other dutics of Religion, who 
live as heatheniſhly, as it they had never heard of God 
and Chriſt, and another world, nor do they care to be 
inſtructed in theſe points, as if they werenot at all con- 
c:rned in them , or elſe they are ſuch that abſtain from 
it our of doubting and tear , not thinking themſelves 
worthy, or not knowing wheth:r they are worthy or 
not. Of this ſort there are many good Chriſtians, who 
r00 much indulge their own melancholly and deſpon- 
dent apprehenſions,and alſo many weaker, but, Ihope 
honeſt well-meaning people, who ſeem to have a great 
eſteem for this Sacrament : but having always heard 
what a dangerous thing it is to receive 1t unworthily, 
dare not venture upon it, not being well acquainted 
witl-the nature and reaſon of jr, and being doubrful 
whether they are fit to come or not, being alſo, 1 fear, 
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too languid and heartleſs in deliring after it, or in m1- 
king preparation for it, and for ſuch as theſe principally 
do | intend my Directions. By thoſe that are guilty of 
miſcarriage in the doing of this duty, 1 mean ſuch as 
ruth upon'it ignorantly and raſhly, not well weighing 
what they do, and who , notwithitanding their cuſto- 
mary attendaiice at the Lord's Table, continue their old 
lintui courſe of life. Theſe alſo, 1 hope, may receive 
ſome benefit from the following Diſcourſe , together 
with the moſt profane and ignorant, whillt 1 hall en- 
deavour plainly to ſhew the intention -of this Sacra» 
ment, and per{wade them to attend thereupon 1n 2 rc- 
onlar manner. For lince, in behalt of thoſe for whom 
eſpecially 1 write this, my great bulineſs 1s to itew who 
it 15 that is worthy to partake of this Ordinance , and 
wherein this worthinels doth conliſt , th? merhgd 1 will 
take ſhall be this, namely, to ſixrw tor what purpoſe it 
was appointed by Jeſus Chrilt, and thence to dilcover 
thoſe Qualifications and Graces which are required 1n 
the Communicants, that they may receive 1t aright to 
thole purpoſes for which 1t was appointed : and aiter.1 
have done this,] ihall lay down ſome arguments or mg- 
tives to quicken all ro come to, and cejevrate 1t 1n . this 
due manner, and then briefly direct thoie ihat intend 

LO COINE, | | 
Asto the Grit, what was the reaſon and end-vihy 
this Sacrament was appointed ; | know not Wnence we 
{hould be better intormed , than by looking - back ta 
the time of its firſt appointment, and io fee what C brite 
tells us he did ordain it for, and this we may find ex- 
prelly fer down, Luke 22. 19. When:he had broke the 
Bread,and diſtribured, he adds, Th ao z2 remembrance 
of me. Ard the ſame words he uſed allo after the Celi= 
very of the Wine, as appears by the Apoltle 5. Peu!'s 
relation, who delivered unto them what he had received of 
W 3 : tre 
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the Lord,1 Cor. 11.24. 25. Where after the giving of 
the Cup,'s added, This do ye , a4 oft as ye drinkit, in ve- 
membrance of me , and (o again, ver. 26. ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, As often as ye eat this Bread,and drink this Cnp,ye do 
ſhew the Lord's death 'till he come,that is,you publith and 
repreſent it to the world , you acknowledge and com- 
memorate it. $0 thatiby this it is plain, that the great 
end of this Sacrament, to which all others may be redu- 
ced, is, that by the celebrating thereof we may remember 
feſm Chriſt,and eſpecially that wemay keep up the meno- 
ry of that ineſtimable mercy to mankind, his dying for us, 
a mercy which ſhou/d never be fogotten by thoſe on 
earth, and ſoa{never be forgotten by thoſe in heaven. 
Now hence it follows, that they who are in a capacity 
and fitneſs rightly to remember Chri(t and his Death, 
are worthy to partake of this Sacrament which was ſet 
apart for that purpoſe : wherefore without going any 
farther I ſhall ſhew what is neceflarily required to, con- 
tained in, or immediately flows from this remembrance 
- of Chrili,that ſo we may the more diſtintly apprehend 
what is required of us to make us worthy Receivers : 
And herein, I ſuppoſe, will be found comprized thoſe 
ſeveral graces uſually laid down for the due qualificati- 
on of Communicants,as Knowledge, Repentance,Faich, 
New obedience,Brotherly Loveand Thankfulneſs. And 
as I go along,l intreat thee, Reader, ſerioully to look in- 
to.thy ovn heart , and examine thy ſelf whether thou 
findeft in thee theſe qualifications or not; whether 
thoa findeſt thoſe graces wrought in thy heart, which 
may enable thee ſo to remember thy Redeemer, as may 
be acceptable to him, that ſo if thou findeſt thy ſelf ſuch 
a one as is deſcribed, thou maiſt give God the praiſe, 
and take to thy ſelf the comfort of ſo great a mercy,and 
be-encouraged to proceed in this and all other holy du- 


ties ; bur if thou findeſt the contrary, that thou ne 
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with all ſpeed and earneſtneſs ſee to get thy heart chan- 
ged, and thy wants ſupplied. And to this end (lince I 
intend no other Application) I ſhall under every Head 
endeayour ro help thee in thy enquiry into the ſtate of 
thy ſoul , and inthy ſeeking after thoſe Graces which 
thou maiſt be convinced thou art deſtitute of, and haſt 
hicherto been content without them z and in this part 
I ſhall be larger, -as taking it to be moſt neceſſary, 
though having ſo large a field before me, 1 ſhall labour 
to confine my ſelf, 

1. Firſt then,in order to a right remembrance of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, there is neceſſarily ſappoſed « kwow/edge of 
him : for our memory contains only thoſe perſons or 
things which we before have known. How could he 
keep the Fifth of November, as a Thankſgiving for our 
deliverance trom the Popiſh Powder-Plot , who hath 
not ſome knowledge beforchand , that ſuch a Plot there 
was laid by the Pajiſts, and that by divine providence 
we were delivered from it ? No more can any man re- 
member Chriſt as he ought at the Sacrament, except he 
knows who this Chriſt is in his Perſon, and Natures, 
and what his Offices are, what he came into the world 
for, what ke hath done, and will do for us. ' And in» 
deed this right knowledg of Chriſt necceſlarily requires 
& contajns a knowledge of all the chict points of Reli- 
gion,of which I hope thou art not ighorant who ownelt 
the name of a Chriſtian, It's a ſhame for thee it thou 
art, having ſuch means and opportunities to inform 
thy ſelf, as thou enjoyeſt : having libexry to read thy 
Bible, plain Catechiſmes, and other good Books, and 
to hear God's Word publickly preach'd.Notwithſtand- 
ing all which advantages, I doubt there are many to be 
found, who are very dark, ever in the firſt principles of 
Chriſtianity, as not accounting it any part of their buli- 
nels to trouble their heads with ſuch matzers. Andihvos 
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which 2 man makes no great ceckonivg of, nor thinks 
himlelf much concerned in, though .he may hear it an 
hundred times over , he'| ſcarce have ſo clear an iofighr 
into It, as he that hath heard it but once or twice with 
diliger; ce and attention, applying. his mind to it, as to a 
matter thar is for his lite. Be that hears a Phylician dt- 
\recing him to a Medicine that will recover him from 
ſome deſperate diſeaſc, is far likelicr (it he have the uſe 
of his reaſon ) to take norice of , and fix into his mind 
what's told him, than another that fits by, who holds 
himſelf nothing concerned in it. $0 ſurely it people 
thought it any great matter to ſave their ſouls for ever, 
they would-ſoon fee to get acquainted with the way tO 
Salvation, and not remain 1n tuch bruti{|Fignorance as 
multituces 0, And tor the help of ſuch I. (hall run 


over thoſe Heads of Religion , which more eſpecial- | 


ly are required to enable u; aright to remember Chriſt 
at this Commemoration-Feaſt, which he bath eſtablithr 


11 his Church. Know then that God at firſt made man | 


in rs even Adam and Eve our firſt Pa- 
rents, Who it they had continued happy, ſa thould, 
"Tis probabl e,we their poſterity have bcen too, but the 
condition ot their continuing 11 that eſtate, being per- 
fe&t obedience to al; Goc s commands, ley fell tromit 
by breaking a particular Command , eating of the 
fruit ot a certain Tree in the garden of Eqden, where- 
of God hath enjoyned them nor to ear, even of the Tres 
of knowleas of good and evil, as you may read at 
large, Gen.;z.  hus their hearts were turned off from 
God, and Gixt upon the Creature, which was pleaſing 
to their ſenſes Hereupon they became liable_to the 
wrath of God, who had before threatned, that in the 
day they eat thereof they ſhall dye the death. which in- 
cluded 11 it all kind of mifery, whatever ir hould pleaſe 
God to infiift, They being thus become linners, the 
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begat Children like themſelves, concerved zn ſia, and 
brought forth in iniquity ; tor who can bring a clean thing 
ont of au unclean ? and belide that corruption of nature 
which did cleave tothcir Children, the guilt of their 
lin, might alſo in fome ſort moſt juſtly be imputed to 
them, they being as common perſons , repreſenting all 
mankind, who feil wth them when they fell. But 


| their Chilcren,as they grew up, became guilty of actual 


{ins in their own perſons,to which their wicked natures 


did incline them, which did more expoſe them to the 


wrath of God. This condition was the world brought 
into by lin,become ignorant of God, prone to all wick- 
ednels, and deſerving the greateſt miſery, even ever- 


| laſting rorment,and in this eſtate God might juſtly have 


left us, he might have given ts #p to cur own hearts luſts, 
and [q one by one as we carae into the world,& rebeil'd 
againſt him, might have deltroy'd us tor ever without 
any remedy, Yet he did not thus, but wss pleaſed out of 
his own intinite wiſdom to provide for us a Saviour, 
when we had thus undone, but could not help our ſelves. 
And who was this Savtour,but his own eternal only be- 
gotren Son, very God of very God, who in fulneſs of 
time became man, and by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Aary, 
and born of her without the leaſt ſtain of ſin, and was 
God and Man in a wondertul manner united in one 
perſon. This was that Jeſus Chriſt,of whom we read in 
the Goſpel, who atter he had ſome time preach'd his 
Goſpelto the Jews, laid down his .liſe as a Sacrifice to 
make ſatisfa&tion for the fins of the world, and roſe a- 
gain on the third day , and after forty dayes continu- 
ance 0n earth , he aſcended into heaven, and there is 
exalted to {it at the right hand of God in that humane 
nature Which he aſſumed, and there he /ives for ever to 
make znterceſſion for 1s, that the benefits he hath pur- 
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>, accordingly the Holy Ghoſt, in purſuance of this work, 
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ehaſt way be given out to the Sons of men, And thele: 
benefits are ſuch, that ſhew him ro be a perfe& Saviour F 
every Way fitted ro our neceſfities. For by his underta- 
king this work of our Redemption, he did as it were re- 
rieve the world, and kept us from being ſuddenly de- 
royed by divine juſtice, which otherwiſe would have 
Jaid hold on us, and did obtain for'us that we ſhould be 
tried 'once again for our lives, ſo that our firſt Fall 
ſhould not be our damnation, if we would accept of 
the way of Salvation which he had procured for, and 
revealed to us. Now ſince our firſt happjneſs did con- 
ſiſt in our being like ro God, being righteous and holy 
and obedient to him, that ir might appear that Chriſt 
conſulted for his Fathers honour, as well as our _— 
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the way to ſalvation which he appointed was this, 
we ſhould love God above pf 'and count it -our 
_ —_ to be reconciſ'd 10 him, that we 
ſhould bumbly acknowledge and repent of all our fins, 
of nature and praQtice, whereby we had provoked his 
anger againſt us, and be fincerely willing to live in 
wr fo his Lays, and that we _ own him the 
Lord Jeſus as our only Redeemer, depend vpon 
him only for ability ” perf theſe conditions, and 
ro obtain the pardon of fin and the favqur of God upon 
performance of rhem. And then that we might have 
this ability,who by the fall were become weak and vna- 
ble for good, but ſtrongly bent to evil ; Chriſt by his 
death obrained of the Father, that the holy Ghoſt the 
third perſon of "the Trinity, ſhould be employ'd ro 
bring men to the performance of thoſe conditions 
which Chriſt required of all whom he would fave : And 
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preach the Goſpel, and ſealed to the truth of it with 
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And in ſome places in all ages hath enabled men to 
FT EE eng this Holy Spirit doth ac- 
ta-Jcompany the Word to the hearts of the Hearers, and 

{where he is received, doth enlighten the mind, and 
often the heart, and heal, and change, and ſanQibie the 
ve Jnature of man, and reſtores him to the image of his 
be YMaker, and begets in him a ſtrong love ro God, and a 
all Jwillingneſs to pleaſe him in all things, rings him 
ro att hearty ſorrow for,and an hatred of all his 
inclines and enables him to come to Chriſt, co believe 
ee nb wage igly — wore | 
of Redemption which he hath wrought, aſcribing ir 
wholly to his merit that he hath hopes of mercy from 
God, and any power to pleaſe him. And then for all 
thoſe who by this aſſiſtance of the Spiric are made wil- 
ling thus to come to Chriſt,and to God by him,for theſe 
Chriſt hath purchas'd, that their ſins ſhould be forgiven 
them, and greater meaſures of the Spirit heſtowed on 
them, in a word, that they thould have all things good 
for them here , and be received into A wg. glory 
hereafter.But all they who rejeR theſe offers of 
fcation'and ſalvation , ſhall die in their ſims, and be 
everlaſtingly in torments with the Devil and his 
And this ſame Jeſns Chriſt will be the judge of all 
men, and at the end of the world ſhall come with great 
olory and power,and raiſe up the bodies of all that were 
dead, and change thoſe that are alive, and ſhall 
=mraeye cauſe to ae ronge the ſentence w - 
tion and glorification u righteous , rhe 
ſridevce of adaies apa. the wicked. This is 
that Jeſus the Redeemer of the fal'n world, whoſe me- 
mory ought to be ſo precious to you. And theſe were 
the wei:hty cauſes, and the glorious effetts of -thae 
leath which you ſhew forth, and keep up the remery- 

ance of , in celebxating tho Sacrament, | opp 
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needleſs to turn you to the particular Texts of Scrin 
ptare proving theſe things, they being ſo common andfeo1 
well known ; and the truth of them ſo plain, that theyſan' 
cannot well be doubted of by any that own the ChriſtiÞhe 
an Religion, And I hope they are neither ſo many, nog7/ 
ſo difficult, that you ſhould pretend you want time, orfhe 
learning,or wit to get well acquainted with them, I darquwt 
#ay you could learn other kind of matters then theſe, jfÞl 
you could get any worid|y advantage by it. . If Bookgpec 
were Printed thar ſhould teach you how to be rich and 
honourable,to live in eaſe and pleaſure, co enjoy healthvl 
long lite, and all kind ot proſperity, you would porgſlt 
ſufficiently upon ſuch Books, and bear your brains dayfwt 
.and night,bur you would get to underſtand and rememJw! 
ber them. But if indeed you have fo little regard igpo 
your ſouls, that you will periſh for lack of knowingShe 
choſe things which might calily be known,your damnaÞp! 
-£40n 1s juſt, And as for you that think the moſt ſotriſhFhi 
Jgnorance 18 exculable, becauſe you are no Scholars, an! 
yet take your ſelves for as good Chriſtians as the beſt$h: 
let me tell you plainly,it you be without the knowledgqpri 
of theſe principle heads of Religion, you are nor fit rafRe 
be ſo much as call'd Chriſtians. Are you Diſciples ofÞl: 
Chriſt chat are ſo blockiſh and ſtupid, that you have noqpo 
yet learnt the firſt Principles , which he ceacheth higſCi 
Scholars ! Nay if you refuſe to learn them,you therebyſde 
renounce Jeſus Chriſt, to wit, as he is your Propheqps 
and Teacher; which if you do, expect not ſalvationfkn 
from:-him, And, as without being acquajated with thelba 
tundamental truths, you ace able to perform no dutyfex: 
aright ; ſo eſpecially not this of receiving the Lordgy0 
Supper ; for,l ſay, can he remember Chriſt as he ſhoulder 
that knows not who he is, what he has done for him, oqot 
what need he ſtands of him ? And they who beingfyo 
4n this wiltul blindneſs, ventare upon this Ordinancegwe 
4 cauly . 
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xcrinuſt needs do it to their own hure, coning/ to it as a 
andkommon meal, or meerly for cuftom and fathion fake , 
theypnd ſo are guilty of the very fame miſcarriage which 
iſtiÞ$he Apoſtle repreſerits as ſo dangefows, 1 Cor. 11. 29. 
nog hey eat the Bread, and drink the Wine, not aiſcerning 
s orphe Lord's Body, not having that knowledge at Chritt, 
darqwho is there repreſented, whereby they might.be ena- 
e, ifſÞled to give him thar reverence and honour, Which is 
zokgrequired of all that are admitted ro theſe myſteries. 

and} 1 need not ſure ſpend time in examining the Reader 
1th Ivhether he know theſe truths betore laid down, or not. 
porgſt thou haſt the uſe of thy reaſon, thou cant tel} I hope, 
dayfwhar it is thou knoweſt, and what thou do'lt not, 
emJwherefore take thy felt to task, and go over the ſeveral 
d rgpoints of Religion, as I have before briefly mentioned 
vingShem, if thou thinkeſt fir, and take account of thy own 
anaÞpprehen(ion and underſtanding, and where thou findeſt 
ttiſhÞhou art moſt wanting, be diligent to inform and fatisfie 
ang by teit,and ro this purpoſe make conſcience ot hearing ' 
xe<ſtBhe word preach'd,and of reading the holy Scriptures in 
:doqÞprivate. And get well acquainted with the grounds 'of 
Ic rfſReligion, as you may find them 11 Carechifmes, or the 
s offplaineſt Books that treat of them. But think it not e« 
'noÞough to be able to ſay the bare words, to repeat your 
| higCreed without book, or the like, bur labour well to un» 
ebyſderſtand them, and fix them deeply upon your minds, 
pheſas thoſe things which are of greateſt necellity to. be 
tionkknown and remembred ot any in the world, But yet 
he(@barely ro know and remember them,will not profit you, 
Jutyfexcept you ſo digeſt and improve them, that they move 
ordgyour aftections,and guidey ouin your converſations It's 
uldÞ molt lamentable miſtake to think, that the meer ſaying 
1, ogof what you believe, and what you are to do, will ſave 
cingIyour ſouls; as it there was ſome ſtrange forcein the very 
ncewords , which would make them ulctul to all that 
null . ſhould 
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ſhould patter them over : for by this means a P 
might paſs for a good Chriſtian. 'If you had a Receiff 
yon, di on how to cure the Tooth-a 
| __— rhink ir }þ take away the pain to gerFe3 
without book, and fay it over by rote ? would you nfo 
rather ſee to read it, and make uſe of the medici$9 
which it ſhould appoint ? even thus muſt you reſ#*0 
God's word,and good Books,to know what is your df | 
ty, that you may ſet with all your might to the doing E 
It, And indeed your knowledge is defe&tive 'rill jr connec 
thus to affe&t your heart: wherefore let that be the maſſp/ « 
by which you may judge of its truth and ſincerity, iffY9 
raiſe your affeions , and leads you forth to a&tia}e 
: F8-2-3o4- For if you know that God hath in himſqp* 
all fulneſs and goodneſs, & know that you are needy a0 
indigent , and can only receive fupply and farisfactiq}"a 
from him, you cannot but deſire after him , and fe@#nv 
how to get a part in his love, If you know that you a 
in your ſelves loſt undon Creatures , and that Jef 
Chriſt,and he alone, is able and willing alſo to reco 
and fave you, you will then betake your ſelves to 
for healing and ſaving mercy. If you know that fin 01 
your diſcaſe, bondage, and diſhonour, and holineſs ye 
lory,liberty,and health, you will readily comply wi#©0 
t _ of God to be freed from ſin, and ro be maFMn 
as holy as your nature is capable. This then is true a 
ring knowledge, which muſt bein all that can affeAF'® 
onately remember Chriſt at the Communion. Ot chin 
knowledge Chriſt ſpeaks, Joh. 17. 3, This # life etaſptic 
wal to know thee , the only true God, and 7eſus Chrif*< 
whom thou haſt ſent. And of this the Prophet ipeaks,1/F* 
53.11. By bis knowledg ſhall my righteous ſervant juſti aſc 
many, that is, he ſhall juſtifie thoſe who have ſuch nl 
ſound and ans knowledge of him as leads themiP'® 


the perfarmance of what he requires of them, For F*"* 


nen once come indeed to know that Cheiſt is the Son of 
God, who earneſtly deſires their good, and enjoyne 
hem nothing but what makes thereto, ſure yW 
erecadily then hearken to and obey him. this 1 adde 

o kwowleage, becauſe it is very imperfeRt "till it become 
icihus fruirful z and will not vindicate thoſe ia whom it is, 

From the imputation of ignorance. 

Now to get your knowledge to be thus powerful up- 
dn your hearts and lives, 1 cannot adviſe you to any 
nore neceſlary courſe then theſe two, 1, Humbly to beg 

God to work the truth with power upon jour ſouls, that 
ifFyou may recevve zt 5» the love thereof. When you go to 
ia@hear,or fit down toread, beſeech God to accompany 
te Word by his mighty Spiric , that jc may fink into 
your minds, and not become unprofitable z but that it 


tiggnay cDlighten and awaken you, and reach to the very 
| feinwards of your Souls, and give you ſuch inſight into 


your ſelves, and ſuch a diſcovery of your duty, that you 
{nay vigorouſly be carried on to the performance ofit. 
And then 2. Tow muſt often conſider of thoſe truths that 
you know ; you muſt dwell upon them in your minds'till 
70u are moulded, changed,and wrought upon by them. 
or want of this conlideration chiefly it is, that ſo many 
Femain in ignorance , and that many others, who have 
Some flight knowledge , are no more benered by it: 
For you mult meditate upon what you read or hear, that 
earou may more clearly and diſtinly underſtand it , 
' ch&vhich you cannot doit words (lip out of your thoughts 
floon as they are out of your ears. And then, after the 
doctrines of the Goſpel are well underſtood, you muſt 
arther conlider wherein they concern your particular 
z;Faſe,and what uſe you are to make of them, for other- 
$xiſe how is it poſſible they ſhould profit you ? Though 
you have never ſo much Book-learning, and Brain- 


nowledge, what are you the better. for all, if you im- 
- prove 
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prove it not to your own good; by this ſerious conlidefeX! 
ration ?: Can you think ever to have a profitable ſavingtk 
knowledge of Chriſt, if you ule not (crioully ro think oÞet 
him,what need you ſtand in of him,and what benefit hÞe 
will be to you, and what muſt be done to make hiqP* 
.yours ? Can you ger your lins mortitied and pardoneqpe 
if you will not ſo much as bethink-your ſelf what an eÞhe 
vil thing {in-is, and what your particular fins are ? Caſh 
you be moved with the hopes of glory, if you have $9u 
Not in your thoughts? Can you eſcape your danger, £0 
you forget 11, and fo are out of tear? It then you woulpNt 
ever have any profit by your knawledge, tolluw the AP! 
poltles advice to T zmothy, 2 Tit, 2.7. Conſeder what he 
ſax to thee at any time, and that's the next way to ob" 
tain from the Lord underſtanding in all things; 1o like aff 
wiſe, 1 Tim.4.1 5. Meditate on theſe things,give thy ſel h; 
wholly to them,th-ut thy profiting may appear to all. It you tl 
have not time to ſpare purpolely tor meditation, yt 
take time as you are upon the way, or about any bull 
neſs which will permit you. And Jet tits be the chie 
ſubject of your thoughts, which I am ſure deſerve 
them moſt, even how you ſronld do to obtain ſalvation 
7eſis Chriſt ; and never leave following on this enquir 
till you be fully reſolved, to ſet about what's require 
of you to that purpoſe, 

As there mult be this ſound knowledge of Chriſt, an 

- Oitne chiet points of Chriſtian Reli21on in all char ca 
duly remember Chriit ac the Sacrament , ſo it will 
reaui:y granted, that this Jzivs Chriſt muſt be beltev 
to be 1nde:d the Saviour ot the World, as 1s declared 1 
the Scriptures : and all hut is there jaid down of his In 
carnation, Lite, Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenlion, Inter 
ceſſion, and coming again to Judgment, mult be belie 
ved to be true, I will not make a diſtin&t Head of this 
becaule irs neceſſarily ſuppoſed in the tormer, as I hav 
explained 
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\lidefexplained it ; for our knowledge of theſe truths is never 
1vinglike to be cffectual with us, if we are not firſt of all 
nk perſwaded that they are truths, And the Reader might 
ft bÞe offended, it I ſhould make any queſtion , whether he 
> higÞelieves the Chriſtian Religion, and takes Scripture to 
onedÞe the Word of God, and acknowledges that Chriſt is 
in. ethe Son of God , and the promiſed Meſſiah, of whom 
Ca#he Prophets all along in the old Teſtament foretold. 
ve ut though there are few who openly deny, or ſeem to 
-r, oubt of theſe things, yer 1 fear there is a great defeR, 
/0ulþnd too common even 1n this part of Faith, which con- 
e AJiſts in an aflentto thetruth of the Goſpel. For many 
\at here are who take little pains to ſettle their belief up- 
> obþÞN ſure foundations, which would bear a ſhaking, it any 
likeÞflault ſhould be made; and can give little reaſon why 
7 ſeſ8hey are of this Religion or Opinion rather than any 
yoother, except becauſe this 1s that they learnt of their 
 yeſParents, and is profeſt by thur neighbours, and ſet up 
bugnd countenanced by the Laws ot the Land, and fure- 
chiey thele are but weak arguments, But here let me add 
ps before , that granting you do believe all that the 
0ſpel reveals, yet this is not enough except your be- 
tef prevail with yon to do what the Goſpel requires in 
rder to your Salvation. AnEthis is indeed the (ureſt 
ay to get your Faith well ſtrengthned ard confirmed , 
,anven by yeilding obedience to the truth, and trying by 
- cagour own experience, what benefit comes by contorm- 
ng your ſelves to the will of God revealed in his Go- 
eve@pe!, whether you can find the promiſes made ro fuch 
d iÞbedient ones in any meaſure fulfilled to you ; and when 
: In$ou have found this, you will ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Yon are not aſham'd of the Goſpel of Chriſt , becanſu yew 
2ave begun to find it to le the power of God to ſalvation. 
ur Lord himſelf tells us, Joh. 7. 17. T hat if any man 
#ll do his will he ſhall knew of his aettrine, whether ir be of 
Goa 


_ will give him more affurance of its ſweetnefs than all 
guments could do , and this will make him confident! 


ro affirm it, though the cunning'ſt Sophiſter ſhould en 
deavour by habits? a 50 perſwade him to th 


contrary ; his experience will confute them all, This 
the real why great Wits & profound Scholars ſon 
times turn Atheiſts and Infidels, whilſt the honeſt wea 
Chriſtian, that hath reliſhr and well digeſted the : 

of Religion, holds them ſo firmly in his heart, rather 
brain, that he can die for that which he cannot ſo we 
diſpure for. Thus far then [ hope you ſee its manife 
that to your right remembrance of Chriſt,8& ſo to mak 
you worthy communicants, its neceſſary that you kno 
who this Chriſt is, and what you have todo with hit 
and ro believe that he is indeed the Redeemer of mar 
kind, and that all thar Scripture ſpeaks of him is true. 


<A— 


CHAP. IIL 


H. A right remembring ſin, the occaſion of his death. C 
Repentance, with conſideration to work and promote 


| T may as eaſily be underſtood, that if at the Sac 
ment you keep up a remembrance of Chriſt, 
in an eſpecial manner , ſoew forth hi death 'till he cc 
then you muſt needs remember what was the occaſic 
of his dying, and that was the fins of the world. 
there been no lin, we had needed no Saviour. Had 1 
Continued in our firſt eſtate, we had needed no Reſtore 
Now hence it will naturally follow,that no man can dt 
ly celebrate the Sacrament, whoſe eyes have not been 0 
ed to ſee.rhFexiceding great evil that is in fin, andtoh 
Conumeed of his awn ſins, ſo a4 to lament and hate, a 


reſolt 


God or not:This is like a man's taſting of Honey, whid 
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J reſolve againſt them. 
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For is it poſſible for that man to 
remember Chriſt's Death as he ought , that ſees no 


- hurt in thac which put him to death ? Nay, that loves 
{ the very Nails and Spear that were thruſt into his hands 


and feet, and lides, and intends to erucifie bins afreſh, 
when he is gone away ? Andall this doth he that never 
yet ſaw the odiouſneſs of Sin, and that is nor heartily 
ſet againſt ir,but ſecretly retains and cherilhes ir. Can he 
rightly remember Chriſts death,who ſees no great need 


{ heſtood in of it, nor is ſenlible of any great adyantage 


that comes to him by it, but rather thinks Chriſt migt x 
have kept his blood to himſelf, and it would be a 
diſadvantage to him to attain the ends and benefits of 
his bloodſhed ? And ſuch wretched blaſphemous 
thoughts in effe& hath he tha ſees not his ſad eſtate by 


] reaſon of Sin, and that thinks ic would be to his loſs to 


part with it. Wherefore ſince it evidently appears thac 
true Repentance is ſo abfolutely neceſlary to qualife 
and fit a man for this Ordinance , where it is to be re- 
newed, and to which he muſt come with an humble 
broken heart , let me delire thee to put the queſtion 10 
thy own heart, whether thou know'lt by experience, 
what it is to repent of , and be truly humbled for Sin ? 


$ And that thou may: the better know what I mean, let 


me ask thee,Didſt thou ever yet ſerioully conſider what 
thy condition is by nature, and by reaſon of thy care- 
leſs ſinful life? And haſt thou found thy ſelf ſenlibly 


AJ affeRed and icred with this conlideration,ſo th:t thuu 


" Þ haſt been verily-perſwaded, that thon art in thy ſelf a 


J Haſt thou been humbled for the Sin thou brought into 


loſt creature, and except thzre be a way for mercy, art 


like to periſh for ever ? And haſt thou been cotvinced 


that Sin is the cauſe of all this miſery and danger which 


$ thou art liable to ? And haſt thou hereupon heartily 


griev'd for, and bewail'd thy wretched wiſcrable ſtate ? 


E the 


TT Cas Or "OOO 
Ahe. world with thee , and for all che fins which thon 


_* know'ſtby thy ſelf, andcanſt remember thou haſt at any 
time committed ? Haſt thou been caretul to ſearch in- 
to thy heart, and to look back upon thy lite paſt, that 


thou mighr'ſt find out what thy particular (ins are, that 
thou maiſt confeſs them before God, and forſake them? 
And haſt thou indeed been ſo ſenlible of rhe evil of Sin, 
chiefly as it is rebellion againſt that God who made 
thee, and hath ſent his Son to Redeem,and Spirit to San« 
Rifie thee, and hath daily given thee ſo many mercies to 
engage thee to pleaſe him * haft rhou,I ſay,ſeen ſo much 
vileneſs and baſeneſs in thy diſhonouring and Provo- 
king ſo good a God, that this conſideration hath melt- 
ed and broke thy hearr, and wrought thee into a bitter 
hatred and loathing of every known (in,fo that thou haſt 
earneſtly deſired to be delivered from it,which is ſo odi- 
ous in itseſelf, and ſo miſchievous to thee ? And haſt 
thou been thereforedeliberately reſolved, by the help of 
God, without any more delay,to put away far from thee 
whatever is diſplealing to God , and to return to him 
from whom thou haſt taln,and to an obedience to theſe 
Laws which thou haſt violated and contemned ? Exa- 
mine thy ſelf fairhfully, whether thou haſt ever experi. 
enced ſuch a change of thy mind as this I have deſcri- 
bed, which may well be call'd Repentance wnto life. Or 
rather on the other hand,doſt thou not find that thou art 
ſuch a one ſtill as ever thou waſt; as earthly and car- 
ral as ever, as hard-hearted and ſtupid, and as mad of 
$1n as ever, and: know'ſt not what ir means to have thy 
heart broken for thy offences committed againſt the 
great God of Heaven and Earth? Nay,it may be thou 
prid'ſt thy felt in being of the very fame mind and dif- 
polition that thou art now, ever ſince thou canſt re- 
member. Thou art one that haſt always lov'd God,and 
believed jn Chriſt,and bore a good conſcience woug 


__ 
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all cnn, and'then- {fear all's litthe better #hanflatk = 
naught with thee: for though there. may be multizades + © | 
of good people in zimes of light, and having good edu- 
ut cation, that cannot diſtinaly rell, when they were in a 
th more eſpecial manner wrought upon, , and broughe 
off hometo God; yet few, ifany, butean remember-rhat 
in, oncethey were much worſe than they are ; even that 
de theywere too like the reſt of the world, but now-they 
nf fond they are waſhed andcleanſed : Perhaps when thou 
to] haſtfworn, or beendrunk, or commitied any rhe like 
ch} wickedneſs , rhou could'ſt cry, Gad forgive me, and 
0-5 Fay thou art a great (inner, but Rill goeſt on, and: re- 
It-} maineſt as bid as thou waſt. If this indeed be thy caſe, 
ter] ifthou art yet ameer ſtranger tothis wark of Chriſt vp- 
alt] on thy foul, whois exalted in the firſt place ts give re- 
di- pentance,thou artat preſent very unfit to drink of har 
alt} Blood which was ſhed for, and which (eals the Remiſ- 
of} fon of ſans 
ee | Now(that I may proceed in the method I promiſed, 
my þydireRing to the atcainment of thoſe graces which are 
ole} wanting)in order ro the breaking of thy bard hearr,and 
2-S humbling thy ſoul for Sin, 1 might adviſe thee in the 
ri-5 firſt place to look back: into thy heart and life, to find 
ri+3 out thy particulat fins, nor beingicontent in the gene- 
Ori ral to confe(s thy {elf a linner, as all men are : for this 
art} is nor ſolikely much to work upon thee, but tofaſten 
ar- upon thy moſt remarkable fins, and dwell upon: and 
off bewiail them,and ſo all lefler evils, and that body of death 
hy which thou carrieſt about thee continually, which was F 
thej born with thee. In this method partly may you 
ou} find David's confeſſion, Pſal: 5 1., at the begins 
il} ing to the 5. werſ. Further 1 might dire& thee 
re-1 earneſtly to beg of God to open thy eyes, and 
nd} ſhew thee what thy eſtate is, and diſcover to 
rep thee more of: the evil of Sip, before thog feel irs ſad 
alll 
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- effets when repentance will come too late, Morco. 
ver thou art to uſe all other means appointed for the 
working of a true and faving ſorrow for lin, as to ob- 
ſerve what God ſpeaks againſt ir in his Word, and to 
artend-diligently ro the moſt ſearching and awakening 
Preaching ; and to be much employ'd in thoſe conſide- 
rations that have a ſpecial tendency to the begetting of 
this frame ; and of this fort I might name ſeveral , as 
for inſtance, to think frequently how great and graci- 
ous 2 God lin is committed againſt, and what particular 
reaſons thou haſt to ſerve and pleaſe him, from the mer- 
cies and means thou enjoyeſt ; think how he ſtands re- 
lated to thee as thy Creator, Preſerver, and Ruler, and 
therefore diſobedience to' him is moſt odious , impu- 
dent, and undutiful. Withall it's good to conſider how 
much hurt Sin doth to the Soul, which is ſo excellenta 
-Being,, how it defiles, debaſeth, and diſquiets it, how 
it expoſeth the whole man to all kind of evils and ſuffe- 
rings here on earth, and to everlaſting torments here- 
after, and deprives men of thoſe unſpeakable joys, 
which argto be had with and from God. But to avoid 
tediouſneſs, I ſhall paſs over theſe and many the like 
conſiderations, and keeping to the Subje&t in hand, (hall 
rather dire& thee to fetch matter for humiliation and 
repentance from the Croſs of Chriſt, the remem- 
brance whereof at the Szcrament ſhould ſtill keep up 
 andrenew thy godly ſorrow, If then thou art one who 

never yet ſaweſt any great hurt in Sin, but for all the1ll 
language which is givenit, canſt quierly and lovingly 
entertain it, let me beſeech thee a while to fix thy 
thoughts upon a crucified Saviour, and then remain of 
this wretched opinion if thou canſt, Behold the Son of 
God become man , a moſt innocent holy perſon, whoſe 
whole life was ſpent in doing good, who heal'd Diſea- 
"ſes, caſt our Devils,pitied all thar were afflied, wh 
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the i t,pray'd and wept for poor Sinners ;after'all, 
behold this bleſſed Jeſus, who had never in all his lite: 
been guilty of the leaſt (in in thought, word,or deed,nor. 
ever gave juſt cauſe'of offence ro any man living, behold 
him I ſay, in the Garden alictle beiore his crucifying, 
ſorrowful even to the death, - in ſuch a bitter agony that 


he ſweat as 'twere great drops or clots of blood;& what 


inward pains and ſorrows doſt thou think muſt thoſe 
needs be, which put him into ſuch an unnatural ſweat as 
this, though his patience was ay much greater than any: 
mortal mans, as his ſufferings themſelves were, for we 


' cannot imagine that he who ſo calmly bore all thoſe in- 


dignities and cruelties which were offered and inflicted 
by inſolent men, ſhould be leſs patient in regard of 
thoſe ſufferings which he underwent immediately from 
God, but we may conclude that theſe were infately 
the greater. Then after this beginning of ſorrows, and 
after he had been-moſ2t vilely abuſed and ſet at navghr 
by the Rulers, the chief Prieſts,the Souldiers, and com- 
mon people ; after he had in a jeer been cloathed in 
a purple Robe, with a Crown ot Thorns on his Head, 
and a Reed in his Hand y after he had been laught at, 
ſpit on, whipt and buffctzd, behold him brought torth to 
be ſtretcht upon the Croſs, where his enemies” ſtood 
gazing, ſhouting, and wagging their heads at him ; 
whilſt his tender hands and feet are {truck through with 
nails that faſten him co the wood,and in his Soul he felt 
that pain which -wrung from him that doleful com- 
plaint, fy God,my God,why haſt thou forſaken me? Now 
let me beg thee to dwell a while upon this Subje&R'wicth 
the reaſon and bowels of a man, and thentel| me whe- 
ther in thy Conſcience thou think'ſt it was tor a ſmall 
matter that the Lord of Glory underwent ſuch grie- 


- vous ſufferings. What ? was Chriſt ſo prodigal ot,his 


Blood as to lhed it for a trifle? or was God ſocruel-asts 
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put hisown dearly" beloved Son to all this ſmart for an | 
inconſiderable rbing? Certainly if rhow-art a Chriſti- 
anzthou canſt notharbour any ſuch baſe thoughts. Well 
then;what was ir-chat put Chriſt to allthis ſorrow,and- 
ſhame,and ſmart ? Ah friend, it was thy fin and mine,' 
and the reſt of the worlds that was the cauſe , and caniſt' 
thob then imagine it an harmleſs thing? If thou doubr: 
of what 1 ſay, hear the-plain Word of God, F/a.5 3.445 » 
6. Saroly he bath born our orvefs, and carried our ſorrows; 


Jet we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God,and afflicted, 
But he was wounded for onr tranſgreſſions he was bruiſed 
for our iniquities. the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
him,& with his ſtripes we arehealed. All welike ſheep have 
gone aſtray,we have turned every one to his own way, a 

the Lord hath laid on hins the iniquety of us all. 1 Pet. 2. 
21. Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us.ver. 24. Who bu own ſelf 
bare on ſins in his own body on the tree — Gal.3.13. 
And at the inſticution of his Supper he acquaints us 


that his bloed was ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins, Mat.2 6.28, 


When Man had rebell'd againſt his Maker, and broke 
that Law which threatned deſtruction to him that 
{liould break it,there was no other way that we are told 
of, bur either he himſelf muſt undergoe the puniſh- 
ment he had deſerved, or ſome one eſe on his behalf. 
And therefore Man being ſpared, there was found no 
way forthe fatisfaftion and hononr of offended Juſtice; 
but by theſe ſufferings which the Lord Jeſus onr Surety 
underwent : who beitig ſo glorious a perſon, even rhe 
Son of. God made fan / be only being made a'Satrifice 
fo iſin ton!d condemn ſir #n the fleſh,dilcovering to all the 
world thar fin was'a moſt hamous &vi}, ſo hatetul'and 
difpleaſitig ro the bleffed Maicſty,”than he would not 
torgive to any tian the leaſt iniquity withour ſatisfa- 
ion made, and no'other ſatisfation would he accepr 


burthe Dear/of Ghriſt, who # berome env propitiarion, 
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|} and bath made an attonement for us. And can there be 


{ſibly imagined any argument of greater weight co 
vxms all conſiderative perſons to deteſt and forſake 


I that which hath been found ſo miſchievous ? and give 
1 me leave to improve this conſideration in two or three 


particulars, that ſo it may be the clearlier diſcerned, 
and the force of it more felt. 

1. Methinks it may be great matter of humiliation 
to wr,to think that we ſhould be ſo hainouſly guilty tm dee 
parting from God,and living in rebellion againſt him,that 
we could not by any means avoid his deſerved wrath but by 
theſe bitter ſufferings of the Lord feſus.Certainly,Read- 
er;hadſt thou been preſent when Chriſt was ſo abuſed 
by the cruel Jews 6c their Rulers, iz would have mov'd 
thee to compaſlion, it thou had'it only thought him 1n- 
nocent. But if moreover,thou had'ſt known he endured 
all that for thy ſake, would it not have affected thee 
much more ? If thou had'ſt ſeen him ſpit upon, mock'r 


Þ and ſtricken with the palms of their hands,it thou had'it 


beheld the blood running down when he was ſcourged, 
or heard his groanings in the Garden,or upon theCroſs, 
and then had'ſt thought within thy ſelf, a// this is far my 
ſakethu have Iheen the cauſe of, would it not have mo- 
ved and melted thy heart? If thou ſhould'ſt now ſee 
any. of thy friends put to cruel -tortures to free thee 
from them, would it not make thy heart even bleed 
within thee? And why then may it not have the ſame 
effect upon thee,to ſer a dying Chriſt before thy eyes, 
who as he became poor for our ſakes,that we through his po- 
verty might be made rich, 2 Cor.8.g. (0 he was chaſtsſed 
that we might have peace,eceived ſtripes, that we might 
have healing,as in that forequoted 5 3. of 7/aiah. But 
yet I remember what our blefſed Lord, when he was 
going to ſuffer, ſaid to the women that followed Iris 


] weeping, Luke. 23. 2 8, Danghters of feruſalem weep mt 
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for me, but for jour ſelves and your Children ; ſo (ay I, 
poor Sinners, weep not for C hriſt out of a kind of pity 
wo him,that he ſhould unjuſtly (as to-men) be put to fo 
great ſmart, but weep for your ſelves and your ſins t 
were the cauſe. And this is that I chiefly intend under 
this Head, that ſeeing Chrilt hath bore ſuch an heavy 
Load upon thy account, amongſt the re{t , thou mailt 
hence learn the true nature and deſert of ſin, of thy own 
fins which thou art wont to make fo light of. Certai 
ly the very torments of the damned do not more plain- 
ly diſcover the evil-of fin, and Gods hatred of it, than 
the ſufferings of Chriſt do, For it 1s evident, tha: the 
greatneſs of the puniſhment, where the Judge is know- 
ing and upright, is a plain Argument of the greatneſs} 
of. the offence , if you ſhould ſee a man by the way 
hung up alive in Chains, you would ſoon conclude it 
was for murther , or ſome the moſt horrid wickedneſs 
that he was ſo dealt with. And as evident it is, that the 
worth and eminency of the perſon who ts puniſht ſpeaksſjis : 
the offence proporttonably of an higher nature. If weKſac 
ſhovld hear that a King, who is both juſt and merciful;{m 
had cauſed his own Son's right hand to be cut off, weFC| 
right w-ll conclude there was ſame more than ordinaryſha 
cauſe ; but eſpecially if he, being guiltleſs hicſelf rh: 
had ſuftcred this for another mans ſake, we ſhould rea-Yyy! 
ſonably infer , that it was a crime of the higheſt na- 
ture , for which was made fo dear fatisfation, Now 
what muſt we think when we ſee the Lord Jeſus upon 
the Croſs, who though he felc pain and ſorrow only as: 
he was in our nature, yet was that nature ſo nearly uni 
ted to the Divine,that it's ſaid, God purchaſed bis Church 
- withhis own blood, Afts 20.28, ſo 1 Joh.3.16. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life 
for us, that is, Chriſt who was God as well as Man laid, 
&c. The like, t9 mention no more, we find Phi}. 2. ba 
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s, 7,8. If theri we conſider one ſo far advanced above 
n, laid ſo low ; one holy, harmleſs, nnaefiled, ſeparate 
om Sinners, ſuffering ſuch grievous things, may-we not 
n all reaſon conclude, that the-(in which cauſed this 
was out of meaſure ſi»fal, for that's the worſt word 
VYÞhat can be given it ; its nature being ſo odious that.no- 
Thing can be ſaid of ir ſufficient ro expreſs its vileneſs; 
00d Reader then let me per{wade thee to judge of fn 
dy this evidence, and never more to hearken to th 
wn Fleſh, or to the ſubtle Temper, or thy foolith 
ompanions, that would make thee believe there's no 
Wuch hurt in thoſe (ins that pleaſe thee, that thou need'ft 
dt be ſo careful to avoid them, or ſo deeply humbled 
for them. That D-vil who would perſwade thee thyt 
is ſuch a matter of nothing to provoke God to anger; 
knows and feels the contrary in himſelf, So much hurt 
as there is in a Devil compared to at Angel, in Hell 
Fcompared to Heaven, ſo much hurt he hath learnt there 
is in ſin. Beware, leſt thou come to learn it by ſuch 
ad experience thy ſelf. But that I may finiſh this, ler 
me once again ask thee , whether chou dar'ſt ſay, that 
hriſt underwent greater ſuffcrings thanhe needed to 
ſYhave done, in ordec to make ſatisfaRion for our fins, or 
that God laid on him more than in juſtice he ought , 
when he was become our Surety ? 1f thou dar'ſtnor af- 
firm either of theſe, beware how thou minceſt and lef- 
VIfeneſt thy ſins when thou ſhould'ſt repent of,and bewail 
Ithem: for by ſo doing thou doſt in effe& thus blaſpheme 
God. Oh then let (in be call'd to the barr , indi& it 
-Jfor a Murtherer, as well thou mayſt, accuſe it as guilty 
of the bloody death of the Lord of Life, ſhew all the 
I Wounds and Stabs that it gave him ; and ſee that thon 
fel pronounce ſentence again it, even utter death wi:h- 
d,Jout any pity or remorſe; and hearrily lament thy own 
Ibaſeneſs, in having (o long given loving entertainment 
| to 
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to ſuch a monſtrous murtherer and traytor, And whaſou 
ever thou find'ſt any favourable choughts of (in arilin#t e 
in thy breaſt,call to mind whart it did againſt Chriſt,an$s c« 
let that make thy heart riſe againſt u, and even boy r 
with an holy hatred and deſire of revenge. And let th&« 
frequent remembrance of thoſe ſtreams of blood whicly s, 
thy (ins fercht from him,open thy eyes to ſhed ſtreamath 
of tears, or however work thy heart to an unfeigne$th 
ſorrow for all thy iniquitics, for which thy Saviouſfor « 
Was thus wounded. fel 

2. The next thing I would have thee to enlargihr ; 
thy medications upon in the ſufferings of Chriſt, uw 1 
order to the bringing of thee to a kindly repentan 
is that unſpeakable love which is hereby manifeſted 
the loſt ſons of men : when I ſpeak of Repencance, I mc 
not meerly thy ſhedd:ng of a few tears, but an inwat@idi 
change of thy mind, as I before ſhewed , that tho 
ſhould'ſt turn from Sin to the love of God ; and I knoi 
not What can be more likely to produce this, than t 
ſhew thee the imtollerable evil and miſchief of Sin,tha 
thou may'ſt turn from it, and the jnfinite goodneſs 
God, that thou mai'ſt be drawn to him. Buth theſe 
Croſs of Chriſt moſt admirably holds forth;ſo that we 
might the Apoſtle call Chriſt crucified , the wizdom 
God, and the power of God, i Cor. 1.23, 24- How uf 
ſhews the evil ot lin to bring us to loath and leave ir, (hun 
have already (hewn, and (hall do more in two follow] 
ing particulars, That which I would now ſet thy 
thoughts upon, is, the inconceivable love of God in gie 
ying Chriſt for us, and of Chriſt in being willing to lay 
down his life,thet as many a4 believe in him mi 
perifh,but have everlaſting life. Conlider ſeriouſly bo 
te great God hath ſent after thee a poor worm, the 
God whom thou had'ſt Gnn'd againſt,makes thee offergn1 
of pzace,the God who needs the not, yer hy” de«ncl 
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vierous of th happineſs ; when he might have red 
ling cverlaſiing wrath upon thee,he was willing wie 
ans compaſſion. And fee wharhe hath done in order to 
oy recovery. He hath Sent his own Son,made of 4 wo- 
L thiyan,,oade under the Law, and delivered him to death 
hicky oy offences , and accepted of the fatisfaRion he 
amfath made on the behalf of all, that ſhall by him come 
&Þ that God from whom they are faln : and by his death 
touſfor ofily pardon of Sin,and deliverance from Hell; bur 
{ glorious Kingdom that ſhall never fade, is purchaſt 
Sr all true Believers. So that here, 

1. Thou ſeeſt plamly there is hope of pardon and accep- 
upon thy hearty ſorrow for,& reſolutions againſt ſin. 
nd whom would not this encourage to come in freely 
ralcknowledging & proteſting againſt their former back- 

Giding and rebellions. If indeed thou waſt paſt hope, 
were as good keep thy {ins while thou may'ſt, and 
Fake thy beſt of them. But this is not yet thy caſe, and 
e(F it hereafter ſhould be, thou may'ſt thank thy own 
havilfulnefs.For JeſusChriſt hath brought 5n 4 better hope: 
 ofiiere is by him liberty proclaim'd to the captive, free- 
otn to all that are bound, caſe and reſt to all that are 
rdened, a pardon to all that are penit&ht. . And 
ar? will not this make thee ſtir ? Is a golden Scepter 
eld forth, and wilt not thou lay hold of the oppor- 
uniry? Is God willing to put up all the affronts he 
Math received from thee,if thou wilt now come and ſub- 
nic thy ſelf, and will not this bring thee in? 1s he 
Feady to be reconcil'd, and art thou backward ? what ; 
Hoſt thou rather hold off, becauſe he doth fo invite 
Wnd importune thee to him ? Becauſe he is pleaſed with 
d- much earneſtneſs and compaſlion to call thee off 
From ſin to himſelf,doſt thou the more ſecurely run on 
n wickedneſs ? Oh baſe ingratitude , and meer mad- 


eſs ! Becauſe there is hope of pardon diſcovered by 
= | | the 
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the Goſpel, & procared by Chriſt, therefore even the 
fore, do wretched ſinners harden their hearts, and 


as it .jt was a matter of nothing ro get their peace m 
with.hic, or as if he muſt of necellny pardon and 

them, let them live as they-liſt, Thus vilely do xt 
pervert the very deſign of the Goſpel. Whereas w 


rhey ingenuous and reaſonable , they would acknowf 


ledge it tobe a moſt forcible motive and engageme 


f 
bolden themſelves to (continue at a diſtance from Gai 
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to caſt away ſin, to hear that there was hopes of havig,.: 


forgiveneſs and fayour from God, If a company 
SubjeRs ſhould rebel againſt rheir Prince, what cout 
would: be niore effenal in all probability to r 


-them, than to affure pardon to all that would throff 


down their Arms ? But if they ſhould be fo baſe as 
abuſe the mercy of their Prince, and think, becauſe 
was fo compaſſonate , they might the ſafelier perſiſt 
' their rebellion, - it is but juſt they ſhoyld be deſtroy 
If thou love thy Soul, then beware how thou abuſeſt 
Grace of God. ' ##1/t thoy put away from thee the 


of thy doings, waſh thee and make thee clean, and 


with humility and ſubmiſſion flye to God for mercy 
if ſo, this mercy through Chriſt ſhall be aſluredly thir 
But otherwiſe, know there is not a word of comfort f 


thee in the whole Goſpel, nothing but what may tri 


thee with terrour. For remember well, that the dea 
of . Chriſt gives all he encouragement in the world 
Repent ance , but not the leatt to Sin. Yea, it ha 
done more to deſtroy lin, than all the terrours 


threatnings of the Law. Well then, though thou art , 


loſt linner, departed ftrem God, once without hope, y 
bchold the God of heaven and earth takes pity on the 


he would not have thee utterly perith, though thou ha 


done ſo much to deſtroy thy ſelt. He calls thee bzck 


kim, if chou wilt hearken and obey, and humble rh 
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f before him for th _ from him, and for all 
he diſhonour © is holy Name, and wilt now at 
prh devote ihy ſelf to his fear, thog need'ſt not 
foubt of his favour. So then here's hopes of mercy that 
ay encourage all that hear it to Repentance. 
2. Andin the nexy place there is ſo much love and 
poodieſs manifeſted in that way whereby this mercy is pro- 
ed and tendered, that may ſerve to work upon the 
arts of all bur flat-Infidels, or brutiſh Sinners that 


will not be brought ſo much as once to conſider of it, 


vr ſeriouſly regard it. Here is love that paſſeth the full 


"comprehenſion of Men or Angels, Here are myſteries 


nd unſearchable treaſures of goodneſs. Wherein 
ould God commend his love more to the faln World, 
han in giving his Son to die for us when we were with- 
put help ? And what greater love can be ſhewn, than 
hat which Chriſt hath manifeſted in'laying down his 
ife for his friends ? nay for enemies, that they might be 

ade friends ; tor the ungodly that he might reconcile 
hem to God. Vile wretches y b- we are,no more to be 
ffeRed with this amazing diſcovery of divine bounty ! 


W's true indeed, there are many things we are yet igno- 


nt of, which makes this love the leſs appxehended in 
its due dimen{ions. Did we know more the infinite 
Majeſty of God, and our meanneſs compared to hiry, 
nd how provoking a thing Sin is, and how contrary to 
is nature ; did we know more what ſtrange cordeſcen- 
on there was in God's manifeſting himſelf in fleſh, 
what bitter things our bleſſed Saviour endured for our 
akes ; did we know the greatneſs of that miſery he 
ath ſaved Believers from, and of the glory he hath pre- 


"Þar'd for them ? did we clearly know theſe and al} other 


Ware more fully reveal'd to us. But though at preſent we 


iphtning circumſtances, our admiration and aſtonilh- 
nent would be unexpreſlible, as it will be when they 


a!s 


fa J 
are much in the dark, yet ſo much of them we knt 
that would we duly ponder them, we ſhould even 
mazed cry out,oh the depth of the riches of the wwdom 
goodneſs of God ! And what { will not this prevail w 
chee, oh back-ſliding (inner, to deal ingenuouſly 
dutifully with that God,who hath revealed ſuch abr 
dant mercies to win thee to himſelf? when: thou 'h; 
undone thy ſelf, and the Law, which thou hadſt brok 
had paſt his ſentence upon thee, when thou migh 
juſtly have expeted the execuion, behold, without 
ſeeking, a gracious reprieve, And more than {o, wh 
chou might'{t have had a Purſuivant ſpeedily diſpat 
to hurry thee to deſerved torment, behold a Saviour 
terpoling to prevent thy ruine. Inſtead of an unchang 
able. doom,behold an AR of Oblivion, afſuring pard 
upon eaſie conditions. Do but deliberately. wei 
theſe things with that ſeriouſneſs which becomes 
man,and ſee'if there be nothing in them that may pa 
ſwade thee to a ſound repentance for (in, and a ſpee 
return to the God of love, What doſt thou think, 
thou waſt a mean Tenant, and hadſt wiltully, in ſo 
Ciſcontented fit,pluckt down the Houſe thou liv'ſt in, 
ſo waſt in danger to lie in the open helds, and to, be 
verely puniſhrt as thou had(t deſerved ; what now if 
ter all this,thy Landlord,pitying the miſery thou hi 
brought thy ſelf ro, ſhould courteoully come to thee 
and offer to build up thy Houſe again in a more ſumpt 
ous manner then ever,and ſet it at a lower Rent, «< 
ly requiring thee to confeſs thyformer folly, and pri 
Miſe ro be {o guilty no more, but to live in this thy neu 
built Houſe,and do thy beſt ro keep it in repair , 
to accept of his help for what thou could'{t not d9 th 
ſelf ; and ſuppoſe he (honld even impoveriſh his owt 
children through this courtelie to thee, what doſt tha 
think thou ſhould'ſt now dg in this caſe ? is it any 
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i matter to determine ? would'ſt thou nor think he de- 
& ſerved to'be taken for a mad-man that ſhould ſtand ju- 
Nifying his former offence,and would not thankfully ac- 
wil cept theſe courteous offers ! I dare ſay, Reader,if this 
was thy caſe,thou art not ſo fooliſh or {tubborn, but thou 

g would'ſt quickly reſolve what ro do,and this mercy and 
bounty of thy Landlord would even win thy heart for 
ever,and thou would'ſt think thou could'ſt never be fuf- 
ficiently thankful for his kindneſs, nor do enough to 
make him amends. And would indeed the gentleneſs 
and liberalitry of a man,thy fellow: creature,thus affect 
thee, and ſhall not the loving-kindneſs of God, which 
hath appeared in Jeſus Chriſt, have much more power 
upon thee ? Doſt thou not believe that our God hath 
done as much to engage his creatures to himſelf as this 
comes to ? Hath not he ſhewn as much pity and ten- 
es& derneſs to the ſouls of men, as that would be to the bo- 
8 dy ? If thou donbt it, look back upon the ſtate of man, 
eo} and conſider Gods gracious dealings with him. Did 
k,& not he by his own folly and diſobedience caſt himſelf 
ord out of Paradiſe, and by wilful fin deface,and evende- 
ſtroy the workmanthip of God ? And yet did not God 
e { fake pity on us 5 our blood, when we were caſt forth 
if off £9 the loathing of our perſons ? Did not he contrive the 
ad Way for onz reconciliation to himſelf, and beſeech us 
heeff 1 accept of it? And do we not read, that in order to 
pr Our enr5c15ng, the Son of God did as it were 1mpoverifþ 
z0fl himſelf, and that we might be fill'd with the fullneſs of 
xa God, emptied himſelf,aud became of no repmration. Aud 
af What an heart muſt that Prodigal Son have, who 
nl Will not be affeted with the kindneſs of his Father , 
thi who takes care for,and ſeeks afrer him, when he had 
wil fooliſhly forſaken his Family, and done what he could 
chef to put himſelf out of his Fathers care ; and is conre- 
oully entreated to return back to that En 
ate 
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Nate arid relation whence he had baniſht himſelf, and 
up on condition of his return, ſees another brer eſtat 
provided for him, inſtead of that he hath waſted ; and 
finds his arms opened ro embrace him , againſt whom 
he had lift up his hand ? Methinks if thou believ'ſt that 
God hath ſhewn ſuch love to man , it cannot but have 
ſome force upon thee, to bring thee back again to him 
from whom thou haſt run away, and ſo long kepr at 4 
diſtance ; and muſt needs prevail with thee to caſt a- 
way with grief and ſhame whatever is diſplealing to 
him, and doth eſtrange thee from him. And except thoy 
be an unreaſonable Infidel, thou canſt not but believe 
it, for it is plainly revealed in Gods holy Word; where 
alſv we find the greatneſs of this love inculcated , in 
Gods having regard to us, and firſt looking after us, 
when we took no thought for our ſelves how to get his 
favour, 1 7oh. 4. 10.-Herein ts love, not that we loved 
God,but that be loved u4,and ſent hs Son to be a propitta- 
tion for our ſins. Rom.5.6,3. For when we were yet with- 
out ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. God 
- commenaeth his love toward us, in that whilft we were yet 
ſinners, Chriſt died for us. And as Chriſt died to bring 
zo God, ſo the conlideration of this love ſhould draw us 
to him. By this mercy chiefly we are engaged to offer up 
onr ſelves a living ſacrifice toGo1 which ts our reaſonable 
ſervice. Judpe thy ſelf, is it nor moſt realonable, that 
we ſhould give up our ſclves to that God, who {pared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, ana with 


him freely gives all good things to hu people ? Cant thou 


then find in.chine heart to go on in provoking ſo good a 
God, and in lighting fuch matchleſs love ? It thou 
canſt, certainly thou haſt baniikr all gratitude, and haſt 
ſcarce one ſpark of common ingenuity lefc in thee, yea, 
thou haſt put off thy manhood , and art become lictle 
better than a ſenſeleſs bruit; for what {hould fooner 

work 
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Work upon a reaſonable creature to- loye another, chan 
extraordinary and andeſerved kindneſs. which he hath 
received from him ? Nay, 1 mighc:go farther, and tell 
thee, and thar juſtly too-, the very beaſts themſelves 
have -more good. nature than ſuch a ſtnpid, unthankfyl 
ſinner as thou ; For they have ſome ſenſe of -a good 
turn, and ſome love to thoſe that doit, they know 
thoſe that feed: them and keep them, and ule not to Jo 
them any miſchief. The Dog does nor ule to bite hig 
Maſter, nor the Horſe to kick at him that Jooks to himy 
And ſo indeed God himlelt complains of ungrateful 
men, that when the Oxe knows his owner, and the Aſs,his 
maſters crib, yet they di.i not hnow their Maker and Pre- 


ſerver. Bur to be thort, ler nic tel}, thee plainly, if thoy 


hnd'it thy heart nothing moy'd with. all this Joyethat 
God hath revealed,tin ſending Chralt zo ſave 2s from the 
wrath to come, by.his own iiuarp ſufferings, ! can no way 
ſce but thar thy caſe is full as bad, yearather worſethan 
his, who believes nota word of .all I have ſaid. Nay, 
how indeed can it;be imagined that thou belteveſt theſe 
things, it they' make no impreſſton upon thee ? except 
thou never uſe to:think. of them atter thou haſt read.or 
heard them : but there's the wonder,it thou doſt believe 
them, how thou canſt chuſe bur, think on them, .and 
think again, till at length they work. ſame good effect 
upon thee. Bat if thou haſt hicherto been ſo ſtrangely 
careleſs, let me. once again delire thee now at lengih 
to. ſet upph the ſober & aa 3 of -this unconceivable 
mercy manifeſted inthe Goſpel, that-when thou hadt 


' evendeftroy'd thy &]f, God ſhould make haſte ro thy 


help , that he ſhould-lend his own Son.to undertake fox 
thee, who was alſo willing to this wogk, and ſhould up- 
on him puniſh thy: fins, and now-atter all, only calls 
thee ro caſt away. thy (in, , and to retbrn to his love. 
which if thou wilt do, he is ng tobe reconcil'd 
l i9 
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t& thee: And ſee if there be not good cauſe that thou | 
ſliovld# hearken torhele invitations, and whether there 
t# be piven any juſt or tollerable excuſe for thy diſobe- 
dience. If the bittereſt enemy rhou hadft in the world 
ſhbuld but ſave thy life when it was in his hands, much 
kivre if he ſhould endanger himſelf, or undergo any 
t6fs for thy ſafety; 1 am confident this would ſoon take 
6f thy-ſpleen againſt him, and make thee very ready 
tobe reſtored to his friendſhip. And why the good-' 
rixfs-of God ſhonld nor be as prevalent with thee 1 can« 
notitragine, if ,it be but ſoundly belicved , and well 
thought on. 

. 1 may farther add , to engage thee to return to 
theLord, from whom thou art fallen,another argument 
drawn alſo from the goodneſs of God, ſhewn in the 
deathiof Chriſt; as hereby it is moſt clearly diſcovered, 
FBat there's ſome nnſpeakable happinefs which was purchaſt 
bythe Loyd Few for thoſe that come to God by him,atid to 
Which he ihvites empry miſerable creatures, Thourcanft 
not imagine that God makes all this adoc with tie 
for nothing. It was not upon any trivial errand that he 
Tenthis Son into the world , nor are they any flight in- 
conſiderable things which he offers to'as many as will 
receive him. It's true, the mercy had been rich-atid 
plorious, if Chriſt had only died to ſave us from miſe- 
ry, and to have procured of God, that we might have 
been reduced to nothing , 'rather thanto fry inever|a- 
Ning burnitgs ; and rio tongue can tell what a priviledge 
thEdamned m hel] would account this. Bur over and 
above , we read of a Kingdom of Glory which Chriſt 
Will give to his followers. And how great this is, judge 
by the price that was paid for it ;_ not ſvey or gold, of 
any ſach cor-aptzble trifles', bur'the precious Blood of 
the Sr of God withint price, whoſe urmoſt value can+ 
hot brexpreſt by Metſor Angels; and no more can the 
# gory 
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plory hereby obtained, For if zhe Mercliant be wiſe; 
the worth ot his Jewel may begueſt atby the pri 

he paid for it. Precious 4s the Soulof. Man, andfull 
dear did the redemprion thereof 'coſt; more than: the 
whole world , or ten thouſand ſuck | worlds as this: 
Andis not, think you, the Souls portion anſwerable to 
irs own excellency ? And the patchaſed:Poſſeſhion an« 
ſwerable to the greatneſs of that coſt ghar was laid pur 
for it ? When a common Slave maybe freed for a few 
ſhillings, half a Kingdom will be thought little exoogh 
to redeem a-captive Prince ; and we afterward fee rheye 
is as much difference berwixt them when they have or 
their liberry, the one-ſirs on.a dunghill, the 6ther'ovrr4 
throne. For certain then, , Chriſt; Jeſus came into the 
world, and laid down his life'to exalt thoſe'that hears 
ken to him, to the higheſt joy and bliſs of which thena- 
ture of man is capable, indelivering them fromiall ſin, 
rendring them exa&ly conformable ro:God, and>pla» 
cing them ina. conſtant full communion-with him. He 


_ that ſo /vved bis Church that he gave himſelf for it;to ſan» . 


Hifie and cleanſeit,by all this detign/dro-preſent 53 robin 
ſelf @ slorious Church. Upon this acconnt therefore-tne- 
chinks rhou ſhould'{teafily be perfwaded ro caſt away 
ſin, which is thy miſery, and'terarmt@ God, whois thy 
only life and happineſs; 'and gharnomean, happineſs, 
as | have told thee is evident; amongſt 'many other reas 
ſons; by the infinite value of the''price thac was. given 
for it. Oh little-doany, even thebeſt and wileſt on 
earth, conceive whatare the full fruits of Chriſts blood; 
what miracles of divine love thoſe are, which through 
endleſs millions of ages, will keep alive the admiration; 


- joy and praiſe of Angels and Saints ; andfill che mouths 


of Chriſts Redeemed ones with continual thankful- 
neſs, for that wiſdom and mercy: which contriv'dand 
wrought their delivery and exalation.- So that yon fee, 
 .-. awe Fe 7 
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Jayingthoſe thirigs togetber, the deathr of Chriſt,as diſ- 
eavering che mercy/or God, lays the greateſt engage- 
ment that can bewipon the ſons of men , to break off 
their ſans, and zerarrot6 the. obedience and-love of God : 
ihithat there is ſo'ſmuch mercy procured and: tendred as 
may beget hope;::and encourage to repentance, which 
15:nor like to:betejeted ; and as there 1s ſo great love 
expreſt, as mdy'well call for the return of love,-and 
even ſoften the moſt ſtony heart ; and as it diſcovers {0 
great'a bleſſednels to be had-in God through Chriſt, as 


Way: prevail with all that love themſelves, to make out NF 


after it, and depart from (in, which-alone can keep chem 
fromt.' And that's the ſecond Conſideration which the 
Death'of Chriſt helps us to, in order to the working of 
a:kindly Repentance ; namely the great goodneſs. of 
God-hereby revealed'ro poor linners.. 

i.33{sFrom all 'that' hath: been ſaid, will more clearly 
aPppckr the hainous niature of ſin; as a farther motive to 
Repentance, # that #t is a contradittion to all this love of 
God, and an underualuing of the greateſt mere) that was 
everbeſtow'd upon the world, being in etfeR, a trampling 
underfoot of the: blood of the Lord: Jeſus, whereby we 
ſhould be Gnaified.- And; hereby I: mean thoſe fins 
which: have beem-:commitred fince: men heard of the 
Goſpel. For as the evj].of .{in did appear in the greats 
neſs of thoſe ſafferingswhich Chriſt underwent to pro- 
cure a pardon, ſo: rheſe his ſufferings do exceedingly 
aggravate their' ſins, 'who have continued in them,-atcer 
they. bave been told again and again what their Saviqur 
hath-done to make-ſatisfa&tion for them, if they would 
por undervalue and deſpiſe it. Oh how have you made 
a ſhift ſo often to hear and read of the life and death 
ot Chriſt, and yet' have done all thatin you lies t@ 
xroſs' the end of fhis:coming into the world, and to 
mike his Death of-ooge effe&t to. you, whilſt yer you 
g0Y | pretend 
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pretend to believe thit his deſign wis'wholly fory oof 
good ? Ohunthankful wretehes; to friake ſuch 3 reqai? 
til for ſuch unvalmabl+&-love 1 As 'if/ you- ſtudie 
you might moſt diſhonour and''diſpteaſe' him j{aL0" 
thought not his own life roo dear tolay down'for youn 
Could yon ſee him upon the Croſs' weutfded;;romyand 
bruiſed for your ſakes, and could'you thitk'of no/other” 
recompence bur to give him freſh! wounds by your wil- 
ful ſins ? Djd he' once deſpiſe teat "and erndiere the 
oroff for you, and could: you find i Your hearrs again 


I” to prt him to an open fbame, and as it were crucifie him 4- 


freſh ? Did he indecd deſerve fach "dealing as this at 
your hands? Bethink thy felf, Reader, 'wherher this 
hath not been thy caſe. Haſt choir ner-liv'd in thofe ſins 
which Chriſt died rodeliver thee from. ' And what haſt 
thou thereby done leſs" than proclame, Thar there is 
more to be got by thy luſts than by thy Saviour, that it's 
berter to remain in thy poluted corrupt eſtare than ro 
be waſh'd in the blood of Chriſt, whereby our conſciences 
are purged from dead works to ſerve the living God? And 
did they vilife Chriſt more, that contemin'd him, jjeer'd 
him, and put him 'to death? ' If thon'”take thy flethly 
pleaſures, and worldly profits, to be of greater advan®- 
rage than any thing that can accrue ts thee by Chriſts 
Death , doſt thoit not think as bafelof him-asatry"of 
his Crucifiers did ? Arid had{Fthon'been' therewirh 
rhis frame of heart, 'is it not moſt fikely rhon wortd'fe 
have joyn'd with them , whatever thon 'maiſt noG 
think ? As they liated Chriſt beciuſe ke told ther the 
truth, and reprov'd them for (in, and'thereforeididiall 
they could, to rid themſelves of ' one” Whoſe'preachin; 

and prefence was fach a burthen ro them,' (@doſt thon 
appear in effe& an hater of Chriſt; hiv ife'and JoRrine; 
whilſt thou walkeft {o' ftatly cont?ary thero:! Ard 
what's this leſs/ thaty defiring:ehnevehers Was m6 
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fiax Chriſt to 
the Goſpel to be thy Guide. Nay, lex me tell thee, thou 
whojhalt profeſithy-ſelf aChriſtianand yet baſt behav'd 
thy Gif thus ynworthily toward Chriſt, thou art herein 
more guilty chan the Fews themſelves ; for what they 
did was yety much - out of ignorance, but thou after 
thou haſt:known he-is' the Yon of God, and that he 
laikdawn his life for our fins, haſt manifeſted all this 
eantermpt,of him, and rejeftcd him from being thy 
Saviour, whilſt thou would'ſt not be ſaved by him from 


thy reighing luſts,,, which rhoy. haſt loved more than. + 


bim; -as ?udas loved; the money for which he was hired 
to.betray- him, ; Afterthou haſt known of that friend- 
hip which by the Croſs of Chriſt was ſhewn to the 
ruined -world, yet- thou haſt been an exemy to thus Croſs, 
whilſt thoy haſt made thy belly thyGod,and minded earthly 
things: whilſt thou haſt delighttully liv'd in the praRtice 
ef any known (in, What then, were the 7ews pricke to the 
heart, when they were convinc'd that they had cracified 
that Poſs, whom God had waae Lord and Chriſt ? and 
firall- it-not have the ſame effect on thee, to conlider 
thou haſt been gyilty in ſome ſort of the ſame wicked- 
neſe.,. and haſt ſhewn forth the very ſame ſpirit that 
was in'them ? For think not thy ſclt more blameleſs, 
becauſe thou never ſaw'ſt Chriſt,nor had'R any hand in 
his Death, nor did.{ joyn with his enemies in accuſing, 
gondemping and reproaching him, but cry'ſt out againtt 
them 45-monſters of men,that perſecuted the moſt ſpot- 
leſs 4nnocence with,ſych ſavage fiexceneſs : for all this 
white,thy gailr may. be as greatastheirs,whilſt thouhaſt, 
as gteat an enmity, againſt che Image of Chriſt,and-the 
Law of Chriſt,as they had againſt his perſon. And that 
thou do!ſt not. wound him, and.- ſpit in his face, is not 
from the goodneG. of thy nature, but becttaſe he is ous, 
of chy-reach ; for were he noyy before thee, and £valft, 
Cr Wt pgratine 


queen judge thee , no ſuch Rule 2s 
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gratifie thy luſts (0 to deal with himgir's much to be fexs 
reqthou would'ſt not ſtick at iv. Whilſt the Phars/cds 
condemned their Fore-fathers for killing the Prophers; 
they followed them in the very ſame {in. And ſuppoſe a 
Father had two. Sons, the one at mans eſtate, the'other 
an infant , and4he elder of theſe; by following wicked 
courſes ſhould break his Fathers:;heart, and occafion his 
death;and the younger when he was grown up, ſhould 
lead the very ſame life that the other did , bur yet 


ſhould take on him very muck to condemn his Bros 


ther for being ſo diſobedient and hard-hearted, a3 t6 
bring his Father to the grave z 1s it not plain-for all 
this, that had he been in his Brothers ſtead he would 
have done the ſame-that he did 2 lince he alſo rakes 
thoſe courſes which were ſo grievous to- his Father. 
Thus it is to be remembred that Sz» was that which 
put Chriſt ro death as well as the Zews. And this Sx ig 
it thou loveſt, though thou ſeemelt co hate them.' '' And 
as thoſe Jews put his Body to painby their cruelties,; ſo 
do'ſt thou grieve. his Spirit by thy wickednefs.:”' And 
know, he takes it as hainouſly from-thee,- thats thon 
ſhould'ſt thus diſpleaſe him, as he did from them rhax 


' they ſhould perſecute him to the'death, Nor artthou 


like to get a pardon at any ealter rates than they; even 
no. other way , than looking on bins. whom thowbys 


fins haſt pierced, and bitterly mourning: for this th 


bloodineſs and ingratitude. What fay'ſt chou thenafter 
all this ? canſt thou without tearsand groans ſnok back 
upon all the diſorders of thy life, whereby 'thov'haſt 
done all that in thee lay, to inake thoſe wounds'ot/ 

render compaſſionate Saviour bleed afreſh, which he 
firſt receiv'd upon thy account? L believe thou thought'ſt 
not of this : ne, if thou had/ft; one would think'thou 
could'ſt never have done it. .' Thy defign was only'to 
pleaſe thy fleſh by all.thy a i —_—_ 
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enly fall of proje@s to maintain and raiſe thy ſelf and 
thy poſteriry by all thy worldly deſigns and bulineſſes, 
wherewith through- thy whole life thou haſt been 
ſo ſwallowed up.: But thou ſeeſt how the caſe ſtands ; 
that this while thou haft been moſt vilely rejeRing, and 
eventrampling upyn the Lord Jeſus, who would have 
brought thee off from-thy vain converſation , from all 
thy ungodlineſs: and Worldly luſts; and hath followed 
thee-with his Word arid Spirit to that end , and hath 
preſt thee with arguments drawn from his matchleſs 
. love; diſcovered by:his Death, and hath beſought thee 
ta regard him, yea- to take pity on thy ſelf, bur thou 
haſt made light of all, and haſt gone on as ſecurely and 
quietly 18 the ways ot lin, as if thou hadſt never heard 
whit tin did upon Chriſt.” And what ? art thou reſolv'd 
todo! fo. ſtill f ſhall nothing ſtop thee in thy career * 
wil.thon not ſtay to. hearken' what a way it is thoy 
Wilkeſt-mm ? nor think what unvaluable mercies thou all 
ghis while rreadeſtunder feet ? Haſt thoy not yet ſuth; 
ciently. abuſed thy Redeemers love and patience ? Halt 
#hou not'made him; wait long enovgh-in vain ? wilt 
thou til! make ſhew of deatneſs to all thoſe meſſages 
-hefxnds thee * If ſo, yet be thou ſure of this, thou ſhale 
not: beable to ſay at thy appearance before him, that 
hou.never knew'lt that fin was ſuch an evil thing, and 
9 provoking to himy for. belide all-other warnings that 
#hdu:haſt had, I now declare ro thee who readeſt or hea- 
Felt theſe words , thar if thou ſtitl centinueſt in thy 
Jooſe ungodly life, living in (wearing, curling, druns 
Kenneſs', whoredome, coverouſneſs,, cozening , ma» 
lice, ot any other known (in, and wilfully negleteſt 
-$hy duty to God, :going whole days without prayer. or 
:xeading:{zods Word, protaning the Lords Day, negle+ 
Ring Sacxaments,if thou hold'ſt onthis conrſegthou doſt 
*þg--bener han egam 'Frucifie and deny the- Lord that 
44 IS. benght 
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bourht#hee , and ſo haſt no reafon to cofnplain, if thon 
fall under the ſame condemnation , which thou thy 
ſelf wilt acknowledge, fudaz and Pi/are, - and the reſt 
of Chriſts enemies deferve : and therefore that chou 
maiſt not be found amoneſt them, loaded with the ſame 
puilt at Judgment, I do once again in the name of 
Chriſt beſeech thee with all ſpeed to@change thy heare 
and life, and uſe al} means appointed ro that end, and 
after all thy wandrings, now at length yer» ro bins the 
good ſhepherd of ſouls, who laid down hy life for his ſheep. 
' 4. Laſtly,the Death of Chriſt may powecfully move 
thee to repent of, and forſake all {in, as it holds forth 
this weighty,but ſad truth, that all thoſe who are deſþi{ers 
of this Death,and by living and aying in their ſins reap no 
ſaving benefit by it, ſhall jn their own perſons undergo in- 
ſupportable torment: for this their unbelief and wilful im- 
peritence. If thou believe(t the Goſpel,thou can{t not bur 
ackrfowledge , that all men had been in a moſt milera- 
ble condition if Chriſt had nor died ; and thou wilt 
prant that lin is a moſt perilous miſchievous thing , 
and an unſpeakable provocation to the moſt holy God, 
lince nothing could appeaſe his wrath bur the Dearh of 
Chriſt, without whoſe bloodſhed we had obtain'd no 
remiſſion': And what then doſt thou think is like to be 
thy caſe, if through thy own fault, thon art neverthe 
better for all Chriſt hath done, bur muſt thy ſelf anſwer 
for thy (ins, and bear the puniſhment they have deſer- 
ved ? Let the Death'of Chriſt, | ſay, inſtru thee whar 
thou art like to expe&t if this be thy condition. 7f,as he 
himſelf fpeaks, ſuch thinsswere done to the green tree, wha 
forall be one to the d+y'? If he who was withont the leaſt 
ſtain of - original or aRual fin drank ſuch a bitrer cup, 
when he ſtood in our ſtead, what will be the portion of 
their cup, who, being poor frail creatures, muſt make 
| fatizfa@tion for their*own fins ?: How will they ever 
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up ander all: the load of Gods hotteſt wrath, when he 


ſhall meet them in jadgment, and canſe his fury to reſt | 


upon them ? And above all, thy impenitent, obſtinate 
coninuance in-lin,, and contempt of Chriſt, will lye 
heavieſt updn thee in the day of vengeance. Theſe (ins 
againſt the Goſpel , againlt mercy , the greateſt and 
freeſt mercy, are moſt provoking to God, moſt inex- 
culable in themſelves, and will therefore prove moſt 


pernicious to linners. Methinks then, if thou hadſt but | 


any regard to thy ſelf,to thy own eaſe and comfortgthis 
ſliould make thee out of love with (ip, to conſider how 
dear it's like to coſt thee, how pleaſant ſoever jt may 
now ſeem. It was not for nothing that Chrilt felt {9 
much ſorrow and pain, as thou ſhalt know to thy ever- 


laſting woe, if thou pluck the heavy judgments of F 


God on thy own head , by lighting him who would 
have kept them from off thee. Aſſure thy ſelf, poor ſin- 
ner, as bold and confident as now thou art, thou wile 
never be able to conteſt with that wrath, which exerci- 
ſed even the ſtrength of Chriſt ro bear it; thou art ne- 
ver like to go away lightly with that which he felt (a 
heavy. For ſhame at length Jeave thy fooliſh plea, that 
God will be more mercitul than to torment his crea- 
tares: for haſt thou not ſeen how he bruiſed his own 
Son, who never offended him, how hebra3ed him, 1 
ſay, for our iniquiries , and will he then ſpare thee, who 
in thy own perſon haſt been a moſt ſtubborn,hard-hear- 
ted rebel,and haſt caſt away with loathing the mercjes 
that were again and again eyen preſt upon thee ? Thoy 
haſt no reaſon for ſuch fond expeRations. What ? wilt 


thou tell Chriſt at Judgment, that thon didſt not be- | 


lieve that ever God would be ſo ſevere, as to puniſh 
thee ſo dreadfully and everlaſtingly as his Word 
threatned ? and that therefore thou rook'ſt ſomewhat 
more- liberty 1n.thy lite than he allowed thee ? Pareſ 
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thou come with ſych a plea as this? But if thou ſhouldſk, 


- What wilt thou anſwerto Chriſt,when he ſhall lay open 


what he underwent for thy ſake, and how thou madeſt 
light of his love ? will not this -foon filence thee ?: If 
he ask thee whether thou hadſt not evidence and proot 
enough of the evil and danger that was in lin, by his 
ſuftering ſo much for others tranſgreſſions, wilt thou 
have any prerence left to juſtifie thy felt ?' 1 may perhaps 


- afterward urge this conlideration, but 1 mention it now 
as offered to us by the ſufferings of Chriſt, which do 


moſt plainly declare, that doletul are the milcrics pre- 
pared-for thoſe who get no good by him, but dye io their 
tins; which may bring all that are not in love with dam- 
nation, out of Jove with that {in which will at length 


| Plunge them into it, And thus you ſee how many mo- 


tives to true repentance are afforded us from the ſerious 
meditation on the Croſs and Paſſion of Chrilt : as this 
diſcovers to vs the hajnous nature of (in ; and as there 
is ſuch mercy and love hereby reveal'd, as may work 
upon, and reclaim all that are ingenuous, grateful, or 
wile for therpſelves , and as this makes ſin more mon- 
ſtroully vile which ſhall be committed againft ſuch 
mercy ; and as it thews that all men living in fin, dying 


| out of Chriſt, are like to undergo unſufferable torments 


tor their obſtinacy. And thus | have finiſhr the ſecond 
qualification which is neceſſary to all worthy Commu- 
Dicants, to wit, True Repentance, an unteigned ſorrow 
for, adeteſtation of, and a turning from all wilful {in in 
heart and life, 


096) 
CHAP. IV, 


Ill. A right remembring the great end of the Death of 
Chriſt, to redeem us from all iniquity, and ſanitifie m; 


Of Faith and Covenaming with Chriſt. 


T T muſt needs be, .that if we rightly remember the 

Death of Chritt in the Sacrament , we muſt then re- 
member to what end and purpoſe this was: and this 
we ſhall plainly find in Scripture to be , that he might 


redeem Man from that finful 'miſerable. ſtate he was: 


faln into, and reſtore him to a ſtate of holineſs and 
happineſs in the enjoyment of God frem whom he 
wasfaln. So 1 Pet. 3. 18. For Chriſt alſo hath once ſuf+ 
fered for ſins, the juſt for the anjaſt, that he might bring 
ws to God. Eph.2.16,17,18. Heb. 7.25. And this 1s 
the meaning of all thoſe places which ſpeak of the Ke- 
demption we have obtain'd by Chriſt, if we take it In its 
| largeſt (ignification. And to this purpoſe he offers him- 
felt xo Men to be their Redeemer, to conferr upon 
them the pardon of their lin, and give them viaory 0- 
ver all their corruptions, and the temptations of Satan, 
and to lead them- by his Spirit through this dangerous 
world , till he ſhall bring them with trinmph into the 
kingdom of the Father. Now hence it follows, that no 
man can remember Chriſt as he ought ,who-will not receive 
him to theſe ends and purpoſes for which be offers himſelf, 
which is our effeual believing in him. For 4s ke a fit man 
to celebrate Chriſts remembrance, who hath no love for 
him, nor any liking to his undertaking, nor will be per- 
ſwaded to comply therewith?And ſuch are all they who 
rjet him and the tenders of his mercy, except they 
might have them in their own way, and that do flatly 
contradict his deſign in becoming our Megiatour , by 
Conti- 
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gontinuing ill in-their natural Corrupt cate, Alievas 
-ted from God, and liable to his wrath : that is, who are 


anbelicvers. So thar here I mean/np-more than, Thaes 


pithout Faith in Ghrift we cannet right ly remember hins, 
FJ without: we 1o believe that he is the only Saviour of 
4 Mankind, that we reſolve, he, and none but he, hall be 


our Saviour, in the way that he-himfelf thinks fir ! Bus 
$0 make it yet plainer\, how unfit all ſach reje&ers of 
Chriſt are to come to this holy Supper , conlider, that 
our receiving of the Sacrament is appointed to be on 
ous part, as a token and (ign of our making and renew- 
ing our Covenant with God in Chriſt, in whieh if we be 
lincere,- then it is a ſeal on Gods parr, of his being in 
Covenant with us , a confirmation of our belief, that 
he will be our God, and fulfil all his promiſes to us ; 
and herein he gives us an earneſt and pledge of the fu» 


. 4ure bleſſings which we ſhall receive from him through 


his Son, as | ſhall ſhew under the next Head. Docs it 
not then hence appear, that all thoſe who will not be 
held in any ſuch Covenant, are moſt nnfit perſons te 
come to this Sacrament ; the very deſign of our coming 
to which, is to ſhew that we are a people in Covenant 
with God : and by this ſolemn aRion, taking and eating 
the Bread, and drinking the Wine, we are te teltifie 
that-we axeſo, and do- hereby bind our (clves ſoto re- 
mairy VW hat would this be, but with much formality ts 
mock that God who w1/! not be mocked; and even to 
xen-upon our own damnation, provoking the Lord to 
deſtroy thoſe, who fo impudently take his name in-vain, 
By this pratice men axe guilty, of a down' right lye,yea 
ot groſſeſt perjury ; for Chriſt in «fic ſaich, 4/l yew, 
#nd you only that take me for yaur Lord and Savunr.come 
and partake of this Feaſt which Thave appointed in remb- 
brance of the Redemption I have wrought ſor you, and yet 
multitudes who will not take him tor their Lord co re 
over 
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over thee nor wil be ſaved from their ſins by hith, thre he 
in and partake of this Supper. This is juſt as if a Ge - 
neral of an Army, having a mind to ſingle out ſome 
of his Souldiers 'for ſome deſign, ſhonld fay, 4/ 
that are willing to go along with me, hold up your handt 
and yet many ſhould hold up their hands who refuſe t6 

o : what would this be but to befool themſelves and x 
bak their Leader ? Or, as if at the firſt appointment off 
the Paſſeover it had been commanded, that they, and 
they only, ſhould cat of rhe Paſchal Lamb, who would 
go out of </£gypt into Canaan, under the conduct of 
Aoſes , and yet many-of rhe 1/raelites ſhould prepare 
and eat it, either becauſe they were hungry, or becaut 
they would do as the reſt did , without ever thinking Y 
what was the meaning of this aftion,or what they here- 
by engag'd themſelves ro, being reſolv'd ſtill ro continne 
in e-£gype, neither caring for Afſes, nor the Canaan 
which he ſhould lead them to. Thus when Chriſt com. 
mands, that all thoſe who will depart out of the F gpy- 
ptians bondage'they are in to lin and Satan, and be gui-| t 
ded by him through the Wilderneſs of this world, til Þ * 
they come to the heavenly Camas, that they ſhould} ! 

| 


appear at a Feaſt which he hath made on purpoſe tb en- 
tertain them, there throng in others tothis Table who 
have no right to eat thereat , as having: no reſojutions 
to leavetheir {in,and thus to follow Chriſt, who would 
lead them to glory. Theſe are the 'men that are found 
without their wedding garment, whom the Matter of the 
Feaſt will draw out - amongſt the reſt, anddifpoſe 
of them to a place. and company more ſuitable for them, 
as you may read, Mar. 22. 10,11, 12, 13, So that 
] kope you ſee thar it's a moſt unſnitable and unjawful 
thing for-any_ man to- addreſs. himſelf: to this Ordi- 
nance, who is not heartily in Covenant with God; frnce 
hercin he profeſſeth himſelf io be ſo, and therefore = 
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he be not,he will be found a lyar both-to God and Man: 

. Bur ſince rhis is:made by ſome the'very nature and 
delignot the Lords Supper to be a Ferderal Rite; or at 
action teſtitying and confirming a Covenant betwixt 
God and man, as in the Eaſtern and other Countries 
they were wont to ratifie their Leagues by feaſting to- 
gether, and as they veho ear of the ſacrifices offered'to 


. Devils thereby had'*felowſhip with Devils, as the 


jews by eating of their ſacrifices held communion with, 
and profeſt ſubje&ion to God , as you may ſee thetn 
parallell'd, 1 Cor. t0.16, 17, 18, 9, 20. f(ince Ifay, 
this is on mans part a lign of his being in.covenant with 
God ; Iſhall fomewhar fuller explaiti what this Co- 
venant is, that you may underſtand whether you are 
cordially entred thereinito, and are willing to continue 
11 it, that ſo you may know whether you are like ro be 
entertained as worthy gueſts at the Lords Table, which 
is proper to his Covenant-people. | 

' In a word then, the Covenant which we renew at 
the Lords Supper, is the very ſame with that you were 
entred into by Baptiſm, when you were' baptiz'd inthe 
Name of (and thereby engaged to) the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt;and therefore obliged rothoſe Cuties which 
we ow to God in the Teveral relations wherein he ſtands 
to us, which are denoted by the Perſons of the ſacred 
Trinity : Thatis, we are hereby oblig'd to acknow- 


| ledge Gol] the Father to be our Creator and Preſerver, 


and therefore to behave our ſelves as hiz creatures 
oughr, ſubmitting our ſelves to his Commands and Pro- 
vidences, and placing our happineſs in plealing him and 
enjoying his love ; God the Son made man, that is Je» 
ſus Chriſt, we are hereby bound to take for our only 
Saviour, through'whom alone we hope for the pardon 
of our offences, and for ability to ſerve and pleaſe God, 
and for acceptance ang happineſs with him : _ 
EEE... ER - þ 5 od 


(8) 

Got rhe- Holy Glioſt we promiſe io take for our San; 
Giher, ro have our ſouls by hiuz renewed after the 1. 
mage of God,and thoſe graces giyerinto us Which were 
purchaft for.us by Chriſt , and, the, evidences of Gods 
Jove, and of 'our ticle to the future blefledneſs ro be 
clear'd up, and. affur'd to our conſciences , the- [Holy 
Word alſo which he inſpir'd the Prophets and  Apo- 
ſtles to write, we are hereby engag'd to take for ih: 
Rule of our faith and lite. And this 1s your entring.in- 
ro Covenant- with, and being. conſecrated to the Fa- 
ther, Son,and Holy Ghoſt ; which doth neceſſarily ſup- 
poſe and include our renouncing the fleſh, the world, | 
and the Devil, which 1s in effe& the ſame with Repen- 
cance for (in , which I ſpoke to Jargely under the laſt 
Head : For he who is truly humbled for and reſolved 
$0 forſake lin, doth hereby renounce his fleth which is 
pleas'd with {in, and will not make carnal ſelf his chief 
end, and he alſo renounceth the world , which is the 
fuel and food of his luſts, all that wherewith the car- 
nal part is gratified, . as matters of pleaſure, profit, ho. 
nour, and the\like, not regarding them as means ro hiz 
happineſs ; and he renounceth the. Devil, who ,by tem- 
ptations drawn from theſe worldly things, would entice 
him to (in, and that wicked nature alſv which does the 
office of a Tempter with him, All you then, who 
have been baptiz'd into the Chriſtian Faith, are there. | 
by bound to take God for your Supream Governor and 
chief Happineſs, and Jeſus Chriſt tor your Mediatour 
and way to the Father, aid the Holy Spirit for your 
Sandtifier and Guide. And lince you were Infants when 
you were thus firit dedicated to God, it behoves you 
that are now come $0'the uſe of reaſon, and are reſolv'd, 
by the grace of Gad, to be ſtedfaſt in this holy Cove- 
nait,, to come tothe Lords Table, and there profeſs 
theſe reſolutions, and by the receiving of this Sacra» 
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ment in the preſence of the heart-ſearching God, und 
all your fellow-Chriſtians, to renew your engagement 
that you will take God for your God,; and that you will 
be his people. Since then it is-ſa plain, that they, and 
they only, are worthy Communicancs,who have in hearr 
made this Covenant With God in Chriſt , which they 
are to profeſs, ſolemnize, and confirm , by eating and 
drinking the Sacramental bread and wine ; it remains 
that all, who would not venture upon damnation, by do- 
ing this unworthily, ought to enter into a faithful exami- 
nation of themſelves, whether indeed this be their con- 
dition and frame of heart, or not. And let me be- 
ſeech thee, Reader, faithfully to. ſer upon this Work , 
as 2 bulineſs of the greateſt concernment that ever thou 
hadſt todo in thy life ; namely, to-fee that thou art ſin- 
cerely in covenant with God through his Son , for this 
is the very heart and ſubſtance of Religion, the Sum of 
all Chriſtianity , and that upon which thy everlaſting 
bappineſs wholly depends ; know but this once, and 
thou mayeſt know that Heaven will be thy portion, 
ſhouldſt thou dye at this hour. 

And here, that I may do what in me lies to help thee 
to the true knowledge ot thy ſelf, let me firſt adviſe thee 


_ to look carefally into thy own heart, for that's thy ſu- 


reſt way, it thou art but well acquainted with the wor- 
kings thereof , and wilt deal impartially. And in this 
ſearching into the ſtate and temper of chy Sonl , | 
would with thee to put theſe queſtions to thy {elif which 
] ſhall ask thee, and rogive in a true an{wer. 

I demand of thee then, what is thut great good on 
which: thou haſt plac'd thy highelt love { the obtaining: 
of. which thou haſt made the great bulineſs of thy life, 
and which if thou couldſt but attain to, thon belteveſt 
thou ſhouldſt be ſatisfied and inade perteRly happy ? 
Canſt rhou ſay, and, that cruly, that God hath the tp- 
RS -. fg moſt 
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—— moſt place in thy beart, thar his authority rays thee 
moſt, ind that, for rhe 'main, all things that concetn 


rhee are regarded but im order 'to him ? Doſt thou 
make'ir thy principal ſtndy and trade to pleaſe him? 
And doſt thou connt of nothing as fit ro make thee a 
portion but his everlaſting love ? If it be thus with thee, 
rhet thou maiſt ſafely conclude that indeed thou haſt 
made God thy chief end. - But enquire diligently whe- 
ther it be” not quite otherwiſe, and wherher thou haſt 
not ſet 'up thy /elf in a diſtintion from God, becoming 
thy own Ido} ? Art thou nor poſſeſt with high thoughts 
ot- thy /e/f ? loving and admiring thy ſelf, feparate from 
him who gave thee thy being ? It's true, the man who 1s 
moſt heartily devoted to God hath the greateſt love and 
veneration of himfexf, but it is as he is Gods creature; 
and it is his ſoul which hath his higheſt eſteem ; and he 
ſeeks his happineſs by ſubjecting himſelf to God, and 
therefore prefers , adores, - and admires God infinitely 
above himſelf, regarding himſelf in and fot'God , ac- 
counting it the end of his being to ſerve his Makers will, 
and deſiring nv other feliciry, than the feeling of thar 
love of God which he manifeſts to all fach humble o- 
bedtent ones. But the carnal man, though he may have 
ſome reverence for God, and may yield him ſome tri- 
bute of ſervice, ſome prayers, ſome praiſes, and fome 
ſubje&ion, yet all this is but in order to his carnal ſelf, 
for the procuring for it ſuch things as cannot be had 
without God ; fo that God is regarded but as a meansto 
ſelf, and with a reſpe& hereto is all his ſervice of God, 
for the manner and meaſures of it, fram'd and limited. 
Thus may the covetous man, whofe chief end is to en- 
rich h!m/e!f,pray to God for riches, praife him for riches, 
be ſo far juſt and charitable as he thinks may forward 
his thriving ; yea he may be in all things ſo tar religi- 
ous as hinders not his chict- end , but let this once come 
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in competition with any duty to God, ſo that 
ving him he ſhould impoverith himſelt, you ſhalbſaots 
perceive what is his God, and what rules him;moſt,. as 
you have an example in the young-man that came. to 
Chriſt, MZar.1 9, 21, 22. wheretore examine, | fay, whe- 
ther thou art not a lover of thy ſelf more than Gody 
Does not thy own will and fancy ordinarily guide thee 
in thy ations and affairs ? and 1s not that courſetaken 
which moſt conduceth to the intereſt of thy fleſh ? 
ſhould'ſt thou not then account thy. ſelt well: enough 
provided for, if thou waſt but compleatly turnith'd with 
all that in the world, which tends to the accompliſhing 
and gratifying of man as he is ao. inhabitant of the 
earth ? And is not thy labour moſt for, thy dehre after, 
thy delight in ſoch things as tend to the plealing and 
advancing thy felf in che world ? Haſt tho not been 
molt taken up in making provitions for thy fleſh ? thin= 
king with thy ſelf, that ro-be happy was to live a metry 
life; and take thine caſe and pleaſure”, or elſe ro get more 
money than thy neighbours, and to have more reſpect 
and eſteem, that where-ever thou goeſt thou mailt be 
praiſed and admired ? Haſt thou nor taken thoſe for 
the happieſt men that have the greateſt ſhare of theſe 
things ? and haſt thon not therefore envied them ? and 
hated them, if they have ftood in thy way and kept thee 
from thelike ? Reader , what ſairk thy Conſcieneers 
this ? Do but hearken,, and it will ſpeak plain nd tell 
the truth, Sure thou canſt not bur know what thou 
makeſt the great end of thy lite, what ir is for that thou 
defireſt ro tay in the world ; what thou riſeſt tor every 
morning , afid for what thou goelt into this company” 
and that, and-takeſt all thy journeys, and wholly. em- 
ployeſt thy hands {and head, Altthis is eicher- for God 
or for carnal ſe}f principally ; for there cannot be rw9 
chief ends, And they art one chat liveſt to, and 1do- 
| | G 2 lizeſt 


AIRS 
44 
pe . 
On = 
" 


P ieirhy ſelf, for 


/abaveall; as thou vuleſt to do : for indeed thou doſt not 
' truly and properly take him ro be God, not thy God, 

Agaim, let meask thee , haſt thou ever found in thy 

Soul powerful and-prevalent convictions, that thou haſt 


po, Way to: attain true happineſs , nor to eſcape miſery, 


bur by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? And haſt thou thereup- 
on heartily conſented to his offers, and to the conditi- 


ons. he hath appointed for the ſaying of thy ſoul, being 


Willing to bc taught and govern d by him, only hoping 
for -pardon of {in, grace, and glory to be given to thee 
by God through him, and for his ſake ? Put the queſtion 
to. thy own heart, didſt thowever yer ſee an abſolute 
neceſſity of Chriſt, ſo that thou rook'ſt thy ſelf for an 
undone creature without him ? And hath thy ſoul been 
kindly and thankfully affeRted with this amazing my- 
ſtery of love, that God hath ſhown to poor helpleſs lin- 
ners through his Son ? Hath it warmed and rejoyced 
thy heart. ro conlider-it? Thas in ſome good meaſure 
will it, be: with thee, if thou art a true Believer in 
Chiiſt. - And this depends upon the former : for if thou 
haſt taken the everlaſting enjoyment of God for thy 
chick happineſs, thou wilt then be ready to comply 
with that way which leads to this end , -and that's only 
thew'd ro us in and by Chriſt, who is himſelf the way ro 
the. Father, and none can come to God but by him. And 
when thou art once throughly perſwaded of this, thou 
canſt not but willingly relign thy ſelf ro him, conſen- 
ting to be ſav'd by him, on what terms, and in what way 
be thal] appoint and preſcribe to thee : and this firm 
and -preyalent conſent of thy ſoul is. true and ſaving 
tan, 'to which the-pardon of fins and everlafting lite 
1s profniſed. This is coming to Chriſt, retesving him ; and 
ſeveral other ways -if's expreſt in Scripture, bur moſt 
comdmoply eall'd our believing-5» him, which includes 
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11 it , our truſting to him for all mercy, our hearkening 
ro his teachings , and our reſolution lincerely ro'obey 
his commands, and imitate his example. Examine thy 


+ ſelf well then, whether chou haſt ſuch a ſound: faith 


wrought in thee' or. not. Haſt thou-not rather contenre# 
thy ſelf with. a fluggiſh unfruicful Belief , that Chrift 
is the ſaviour of the world, without ever minding thy 
own particular need which thou ſtand'ſt inot him ? nor | 
ever making enquiry what he wonld have thee do-ro 


| be faved ? Have not thy eyes been fo far blinded, "that 


thou never yet ſaw'ſt ſo much evil in (in as ſhould make 
thee look out for a deliverer, and prize him who hath 
done ſo much to redeem thee ? .But canſt' make' thifr 
well enough to live without Chriſt , ſo thou canſt bar 
yer thoſe things which thou now takeſt to be! more 
uſeful for thee , in order to thy happineſs ? Thus will. ic 
be with thee , if thou haft ſer thy heart upon the plea- 
ling and advancing of thy carnal elf ;' thon art'not then 
like ro ſee any great need of Chriſt, or any excellency 
in him that ſhould make him deſirable : tor he came 
not into the world to help carnal Wwreiches to the eajoy- 
ment of their Idols, but to turn thetrhearts off 1hzm, ro 
the living and rrue God. And therefore as they. who 
have choſe this God for their portion,-do make i their 
grear work to-ger: an intereſt in Chriftthe Mediator, 
and do live upon, and' make uſe of7him to bring them 
ro their portion, ſothey that have made the pleafing of 
their fleth with any worldly'thing their ulcimare end.y 
they are diligent inthe uſing of all:means that may kelp 
on this their baſe end. 1 he voloptuous, braith: fro 
ners' hunt afrer ſenſual pleaſures 'in their meat” and 
drink , wantonneſs, {loth, exceffive ſports, and:mtrryp 
jovial company. The coverous man' who hath a gree= 
dy inſatiable fancy to gratifie, wholly ſpends himſelt 1a 
treaſuring up wealth, and he taſts ſweetneſs in-nothing 

but 
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but his gains. His Bonds and Bills and Leaſes are bet- 
ter things to him than the Covenant of Grace ; and his 
Houſes and Lands and Money more precious than the 
Blood of Chriſt. And ſo the proud and ambitious, that 
would fain have much eſteem; and honour in the world, 
(which is the moft natural vice to almoſt every man) 
they purſue their delign, by labouring to get into high 
places, to make great men their friends z recommending 
themſelves to the world, by their ſumptuons Houſes , 
great Retinues, rich Cloaths, gentile deportment, and 
the like braveries ,! others by their ſtrength, beanty, wit, 
tearning,, and the :like: Accompliſhments of Body or 
Mind. Thus yowſe, according to the nature of mens 
happineſs, they make uſc of means to reach it. Search 
well thetefore, whether ſome of theſe or the like empty 
trifles bave not been more ſet by, and laboured for, than 
Chriſt himſelf, 1f ſo, never ſay thou takeſt him for thy 
Mediator , for it is apparent, thou doſt not make him 
fo, 'No, but thoſe things are indeed thy Mediators , 
which thou makeſt uſe of ro accompliſh thy ſelfith de- 
ligns. And hereby thou doſt- in effeR as much reject 
and vilific Chrilt, as-it thou did(t revolt from him, and 
rake: Mahomet for thy Saviour. Oh beware of deceiving 
tliy.ſelf in this point, which is ſo ealie, ſocommon, and 
dangerons ; to talk of truſting and relying on Chrilt , 
whilſt the heart relyes moſt upon ſome outward enjoy- 
ment to-bring; ir: to, the happineſs it ſeeks for ; and the 
moft they look for from Chriit is ,. to have him keep 
them from Hell, after.they have been all their days gra- 
tifying their luſts,' and ſerving the Devil, bur they ne- 
yer: think of 1mproving: his as a Mediator betwixt 
God and their ſouls, ,expeRing all their mercies of - this 
lite and the next, to-come by him , and by him offering 
up alktheir ſervices-to God. Wherefore | beſeech you 
totemember , that- nothing will prove you lincerely in 
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Covenant with Chriſt, as one of his living members, 
but a thorow, ſtedfaſt willingneſs io be brought ro hap- 
pineſs by him in his own way, and let it be your care to 
examine whether you are thus heartily willing. 

And then laſtly, haſt chou ſabmitted thy ſoul to the 
powerful workings of the Holy Ghoſt , ro renew and 
regenerate thee ! Haſt thou faithfully rendred up thy ſelf 
to him, to be transformed into the divine likeneſs, -ro 
have thy corruptions purged away , and all ſaving gra- 
ces implanted in thee? It is the Office of the Holy 
Ghoſt to carry on Chriſts.intereſt in the ſouls of men, 
tO fulfil all the pleaſure of his gooaneſs , and the work of 
faith with power, to bring them co the Father by the Son, 
No man cancry Abba Father, and be filled with a child- 
like diſpolztion and nature, but he who hath received 
this Spirit of adoption ; and no man can call Jeſs Lord, 
and be heartily ſubje& ro him, but by the help of this 
almighty Spirit. He ſhews men the vanity of the Crea- 
ture, and the goodnels, the fulneſs, and all-ſafhciency 
of God, and enables the heart armly to cleave to him : 
He: convinces men of fin, and ſhews them the odiouſ- 
neſs and danger of ir, and diſcovers io them a Saviour , 
by whom they may be redeemed from all their. iniqui- 
ties, from the dominion, and from the condemnation 
of lin : And he begets inthe ſoul a ſaving faith, making 
men not only willing, but earneſtly defirous to accept 
of Chriſt to both theſe ends, Reflect upon thy (elf then, 
whether thqu haſt experienced any ſuch workings in 
thy ſoul or not, whether thou art changed by this divine 
power into a new and heavenly nature, and are hereby 
become 4 new creature, as all in Chriſt are, old things be+ 
ing done away. Haſt thou ever found the vigorous and 
warm movings of this holy Spirit upon thy heart, con- 
veying light and life to thy dark foul, dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins ? Haſt thou carefully cheriſhed theſe motions, 
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and complied with this ſanRifying work, whichſpreads | 


it ſelf through the whole man ? And art thou willing to 
be govern'd by him, t6 hearken to his voyce within thee, 
and to. that word which was inſpired by him to be a 
lamp to- thy feet ? If theſe things be ſo}, then indeed 
thou haſt performed the engagement that was Jaid upon 
' thee, by being baptized: into the Name of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Bur call thy ſelf ro account, whether it hath nor 
been quite otherwiſe with thee, Doſt thou not ſtill re- 
main in the carnal ſelfiſh ate, alienated from the 


life of God through a blind mind; and a wicked ſtub- ' 
' born will, being fill at enmiry with him ? Haſt thou | 


not quenched the Spirit ? and ſtifled conviRions, and re- 
tiſted his operations upon thy ſoul ? Art thou not rather 
ovided by the ſeducing ſpirit and thy own unmotrified 
laſts ? Do not theſe ſill remain in ſtrength and power, 
ſo that whatever they draw thee to, muſt be done, let 
rhe Word and Conſcience ſay what they will ? If ir be 
thus, never boaſt of having God to be thy Maker, nor 
Chriſt thy Redeemer : for if thou art not ſanQified by 
the Holy Ghoſt, God will never own thee for his, who 
accepts of none but an holy people, 

Thus by looking careſully into your hearts, you may 
diſcern whether you are truly in covenant with God, 
or not; And if- this ſeem any matter of difficulty , to 
know what your hearts are; or rather, leſt you thould 
pretend your hearts are-thus right, when it is no ſuch 
thing , I ſhall give one inſtance more whereby you may 
know how you ſtand related to God ,- and that is by: 
the conſideration of your lives and converſations : for; 
it you are fincerely devoted to God in your hearts, then 
you -mnſt needs ſhew it inthe holineſs of your lives, 
which'ts nothing elſe byt the keeping of that Cove- 
nam which is made betwixt God and the foul. 1f you 
do'indeed follow after holinef, it's a lign you acconnt 
Tos: | | # it 
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'| it your chief happineſs ro ſee God: "If" you are patient 


and wmearied 1n well-dving , it's x lign' you ſeeks for 
honony and glory with God. And if you keep the Com- 
mandments of Chtiſt endeavonring tb walk as be walk'd, 
ir's manifeſt that you love him and believe in him. Ff 
T0u' bring forth much fruit , bereby you and all men may 
know that you are Chriſt's Diſciples, that you are lvving 
branches of him, the true Vine , then have jou veces 

Chriſt , if you'walk in him. And if youſhew forth the 
fruits of the Spirit in your lives, ir's a fure rokenthar 
his graces are ſown in your hearts." * /f you are let by, 


| ard walk after the Spirit, then indeed the Spirir 1s with 


and in you, and you live in him, Gal. 5. 25. But onthe 
other ' hand, it's as cerrain thou art a ſtranger and a- 
lien. from his Covenant I have before deſcribed, if 
thon' he one that ſerveſt the Devil rather than the 
true God. Make what profeſſion thou wilt to love God 
and believe in Chriſt, if thou alloweſt thy felf in'any 
one Known {in , all thy great+pretentes will arlength 
come ro nothing. What, doth that man'/ove the Lord, 
who doth not hate evil ? Nay, who delights in thatwhich 
the Lord abhors, and wherewith he is griev'd and'pro- 
vok'd to fury ? Doth he rake Chriſt for tis Lord, who 
will not be obedientto him ? Doth he take him for his 
Phyſician, who would not be heal'd,” but had rather keep 
his Diſeaſes? Beware as thou Joveſt thy ſoul, of that 
dangerous miſtake,' that-thy belief in Chriſt may ſerve 
turn well enoogh' for'thy ſalvation, without'an holy 
lifes for if thouleadtſtnot-an holy life, it's moſt cer- 
tain thou doſt not truly believe in Chriſt. For it is not 
enough to prove: thee ſach a Believer as ſhall be ſaved, 
toruſt in ChriſF's merits, and hope God will be merci- 
ful to thee for his ſake”, bat it is alſo of abſolute neceſ- 
lity that thou believe in him as Prophet, and King, and 
accept of him to' teach and govern thee, it ever _ 

ope 
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hope for -any-| ſaving benefit -by him: and therefpref ;, 
thou. muſt believe his Promiſes and Threatniggs, and 1; 
faithfully endeavour to yield an univerſal obedience to 
his Commands, and to follow his footſteps :_ So that tg 
fay thou haſt a good faith in Chriſt whijſt thou liveſt an 
nagodly life, is as flat a contradiGion, as to ſay, thou. art 
faithful tothy Prince, whilſt thou riſeſt up 1n arms a- 
painſt him z and ſo much as an path of Allegiance. and 
Fidelity to their Soveraign doth tye men from Rebelli- 
on, ſo much doth Saving Faith bind.them againſt wic- 
kedneſs. Andto talk of keeping thy faith firm whilſt 
thou liveſt in diſobedience to thy Lord, is as if a. Wife 
ſhould ſay, ſhe was careful in Keeping her Marriage 
covenant whilſt ſhe- lived in open adultery. Thus much 
here 1 was willing to ſpeak of this, that thou maiſt be 
the more plainly convinc'd , that if thou liveſt in, or 
loveſt any (in, and wile not leave it, though Gods 
Word and thy own Conſcience condemn thee for it, 
that then thou art not ſincerely in covenant with God, 
Wherefore look well into thy: life, conlider thy .ways, | 
how thou behaveſt thy ſelf towards God and man, and in 
all thy carriage; in the World. Art thou not a witul 
negleQer of thy duty to thy Maker, living without a | 
ſenſe 'or acknowledgment ot -him. in all thy ways, not 
fo much as once ina day , or perhaps ina whole week, 
ſerting: thy (elf ſerioully to pray-to him in thy-Family 
or Cloſer, not taking any pleaſure in.ceading his word, 
ot-in thinking and ſpeaking of him to:thy own-and .0- 
thers adyantage ? doſt thou.nor, profane the, Lords day, 
and turn thy back with contempt upon the Ordinances 
of -God? Art. thou not us'd to ſwearing, curling, and 
taking the; holy Name of God in vamin thy common 
diſcourſe ? or art thou not guilty of lying, cozenage, 
injuſtice in thy _ and dealing with:mea , of: op- 
preflion and unmercifulnels to the- poor ? Doſt; thou 
| not 
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not live in envyand malice , allowing thy. ſelf in rai- 


ling; back-biting, and Candering ? Or, doſt not thou rio- 


touſly abuſe the good creatures of-God, cating and 
drinkiog to exceſs , unfitting thy ſelf for Gods ſervice, 
and ſtudying only to pleaſe thy palate ? Doſt thou nor 
pollute thy. ſoul with wanton thoughts, diſcourſes, and 
unclean praiſes ? Doſt thou nor miſ-ſpend thy time 
in idleneſs and vanity, careleſly waſting precious hours 
that ſhould be improv'd tor Gods honour, by getting or 
doing- good ? Doſt thou not give way to thy pride in 
thy diſcourſe, carriage or attire, Javiſhing money and 
time fox the gratifying of this baſe luſt ? Put ſuch que- 
ſtions as theſe to thy foul; and anſwer them impartially 
and iruly. And.it thou livelt in any of theſe, or the like 
wilful ſims, be aflured thou haſt been falſe to the Cove- 
nant-which thou was entred into in Baptiſm ; But if thy 
Conſcience can truly witneſs for thee, that thou hateſt 
ever) falſe way, haſt 4 reſpeft to all Gods Commanaments, 
earneſtly defiring and! diligently endeavouring in. all 


' thy ways to approvye-thy ſelf ro-rhe; moſt righteous 


God, longing atter nothing more than that thou maifk 
walk unblameably before him , then thou maiſt ſafely 


| conclude that thou-art one of Gods Covenant-people , 


and as ſuch he will-own thee, and to thee belong..the 
priviledges and benefits of the Covenant, and therefqre 
the Seals of it too ;, ſo that thou haſt-yery good warrant 
to addreſs thy ſelf to this Sacrament, whereby all- the 
Promiſes of God -are confirm'd xo his people, and 
whereby they profe(s the hearty rendring up of them+» 
ſelves to him. "> 

. By this time I hope thou ſecſt what-it is to becor- 
dially in covenant with God the Father, Son, and. Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which all are engaged to by Baptiſm, and 
which Covenant they renew at the Lords Supper, name- 


ly, to love God above all, and to account his love thy 
| | | | chiyfeſt 
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| The Joy 
chiefeſt happineſs, to accept of Jeſus Chriſt as thy on- je 


ly Saviour to bring thee to this: happineſs; andTd bel ref 


willing to be ſanRified by the Holy Ghoſt, and led by 


him m the ways of holineſs. Now, if thou findeſt thy 
ſelf ſtrange to all this,. and didſt never yer feel thy ſou} 


bronght under the. bond of this Covenant , my next 
work is to perſwade thee to it, even to beſeech rh:e 
deliberately and ſeriouſly , but yer ſpeedily, to make 
a firm and everlaſting Covenant with God to'be-his 
upen his own terms, to be abſolutely devoted to him in 
heart and life , as thou waſtyin Baptiſm. Something 
1 ſhall fay to prevail with thee, if poſſible, for the per- 
formance of this weighty indiſpenſible ' Duty: ' But 
by the way take notice, rhat a} I am exhorting rhee to 
ma 

i” 


well be included in-this one word, even Belseving” 


iy Jeſmne Chriſt, Which is that qualification I am now up- 
on,” difcovering the neceſlity of it in all Communi- 
cants: And this þ would bave thee ro obſerve, that 
ebou maiſt the better underſtand what I mean whent 
prefs thee to faith in Chrift, as making it all one with 
the Covenant now-mentioned : For, as 1 have before 
Intimared, he that truly believes in Chriſt receives 
kim inthe quality and office of a Mediator, by him- ro 
att1in to that happineſs which he offers ro men , and con- 
ſents to be brought to it in that way which he thinks fit 
tediret, Now the happineſs he offers, is the enjoy- 


ment of God in glory, and this he hath procured tor” 


Believers by his favisfa&ion and interceſſion , and fits 
them for it by bis Spirit, which cures all their diſtem- 
pers, and raiſeth them to a perfett love of God and like=- 
neſs to him, ' and ſo makes them capable of full com. 
monion with him, which is their bleſſedneſs. Sothat 


ts receive Chriſt as he offers himſelf. ro us (which is our. 


fanh in him) nor only ſignifies our dependance on his 
rgerics for the pardon of fin, butalſo.includes in it one 
. love 
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| loye to God above all, ro: whom we hope to be recort. 


<ciled and brought nigh by Chriſt, and contains in.it ove 


I fruition of God. 


L 


reſolution to ſubmit ro the working and guidance of the 
Holy Ghoſt,who purifies the heart, and enables us tofol- 
low afcet holineſs, ol we are brought to: the light and 
ſhall attempt co make ir as plain as 

may be, by an eafie compariſon.,' Suppoſe a King had 
baniſh'd a great company of SubjeRs for rebelling a+ 
gainſt him, into a foreign-Countrey, where they ſtay ſo 
long, that they have even forgot the manners and lan- 
uage of their own Natiofjand are become wild and bar- 
arous,like the people they convers'd with;andafterſome 
time, this King , taking pity *on his baniſh'd SubjeRts , 
ſhould agree with his only Son, that if he would ven- 
ture upon the hazards and troubles of ſo long a journey, 


| he ſhould take a chief Officer- along with him , and go 


t0 theſe Rebels, with proclamation of pardon to all fuck 
who ſhould acknowledge their crime, and'were- willing 
to return into their own land, there to live in the obe- 
dience and favour of. their Soveraign ;_ and in order 
hereto, would come: to.this Officer to be taught by. him 
the language of their Countrey ,: and how to behave 
themſelves fo as they might pleaſe their King , and be 
fic ro be. in his preſence: When. now the King's Son 
ſhould come to theſe men, and ſhew them his Com- 
miſſion, and perſwade them to be ruled by him, whois 


4 come ſo tedious and dangerous a journey to free them 


from the miſeries of baniſhment, propoling the terms 
on Which he will deliver them , all thoſe that believe 
he ſpeaks true, and hath power to help them, and being 
willing to be delivered upon his conditions , do put 
their truſt in him, by his means to be reſtored to the ta- 
vour of their Prince, and their former habitations,, they 
do by this very actien manifeſt their love to theis 
native Countrey, and their willingneſs-to live oy ;obe- 
| | ience 
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dience to their King whom they had diſpleaſed ; andF£ 
do hereby alſo engage, to accept of this Officer that ac y 
companies the Prince ito teach them the Janguage and} 
manners of vhe Countrey they are about. to return'tol} fi 
The application: of this to the matter in hand is very ea- 
fie : for in the ſame manner doth Faith in Chriſt,- 
our acceptance of him, imply our love to God, and det 
fire to live for ever in his favour, which is that Chriſt of: 
fers us, and by his death hath purchaſed for rrue 'Be- 
lievers , and it implies alſo our willingneſs to be ſanRi-J C 
fied by his Spirir, that we may be made meet to live for} ki 
ever inthe love of God. | ol 
Oh hearkeri then and give ear, all you loſt: Giriners;Þ ri 
(ſomewhat to purſue the former compariſon) all you 
that are the poſterity of ſinful Adam, who by his tranſ. } 4 
greſſion baniſh'd himſelf out of Paradiſe ; you that are} A 
wandring up and down in this wilderneſs, and have { 
even forgot the heavenly Country, as it you were made c| 
only to be inhabitants of this lower world, h:reto live} ſc 
with the Beaſts a miſerable life for a while , and here-f y 
after to dye like Beaſts that periſhz and accordingly} tc 
make it your only work to run, and ride, to labour h 
and toil tor ſuch things as are needful for this preſent} p 
life, without regarding that which is' to come ; whilltF y 
you- are thus eſtranged from God , forgetful of, and} b 
daily running: farther and farther from hum , behold a « 
meſlage of glad rydings and great joy is diſpatch'd to} [ 
you from heaven, The great God that made you, takes}. h 
pity on you, and is evet) grieved to' ſee what a miſery} h 
you have plunged your felves into, when he made you b 
n 
h 
fl 


fohappy: He is by no means pleaſed, that ſuch noble 
Creatures, lately raiſed aut of nothing for ſuch glorious 
ends, ſhould through their own folly, and the ſabrilty 
of the temprer; be debaſed into ſuch a wretched, ſordid} y 
flavery, © Wherefore in purſuance of his —_ de-} q 
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q ro ſhew how his bowels 
over you, he harh ſent his own Son out of ' his b6- 
Mme, 'who is one' with himfelf, co rake our nature y 


| fim, and ro become one Withns'; that he might he e- 
Þ very -way fir to' be a \Mediarour berwixr God and us ; 
I thar he might reach us by his dotrine, enconrage vs by 


his example', and make atonement for us by his death. 
Accordingly all this is done, the Son of God is come 
into the world, and hath abundamily evidenced his 
Commiſſion from the Father , to treat with loſt man- 
kind abonr their reconciliation ro him ; for the procuring 
of which reconciliation, he laid down his life , and being 
riſen again, he farniſh'd his Ambaſſadors with authort- 


ty to aſſure all, that /ife was given to the world, and this 


life was in the Son, ſo that he who hath the Sox, bath life, 
And this is that meſſage which the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel at this day, and to the end of the world, are to pro- 
clame to the ſons of men. This, Sirs, 1s the joyful 
ſound that is now in your ears: If you will but truſt 
your ſouls with Chrift,and conſent thar his Spirit ſhould 
reach you the language of Ca»aas, and work in you an 
heavenly nature and diſpoſirion ſutable to the ſtate and 
place 'hz would bring you to, rhen ſhall you be happy 
with God for ever. What fay you then ? ſhall Cheri 

de your Redeemer, to -bring you to glory upon thele 
terms or not ? What have you to object _ him? 
Do you think he doth not mean as he ſpeaks *' or that 


hg cantior do what he promiferh ? Dare you queſtion 


his power, his willingneſs, or his truth ? It you will noc 
believe his Word, yct give credit to his Death, Does 
not that cell you he 1s in good earneſt with you, and'ful- 
ly bent upon the Redemption of Mankind ? And belide 


the miracles wrought by, and upon him, which fblly 


witneſs for him ', ler his Refurre&ion pur you out of 
doubr, that him harh God the Father ſealed to this Office 
© OY | ot 
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aſlura _is. given to all men; 
the wopld., and therefore th 


y this, 
that he is ro be Judge 


all are delivered into his hands, zo fave or condemn, . x} 


be ſhall think fir.; and be hath. plainly declared, .that 
thoſe who receive himyhe will give power to become the Sou. 


of God, but as for thoſe who reject him, upon'them 


wrath of God abides for ever. But theſe things. I. ſhall 
branch out into t\yo or three particular conſiderations, 
to perſwade you, if it may be, to accept of Chriſt theF - 
Prince of Peace, who comes with the tender of peace} 
to your ſouls : toaccept of. him, 1 ſay ro waſh you in 


his Blood, and ſanifie you by his Spirir, rhat at length 
he may preſent you without ſpor or blemith into the pre. 
ſence of his Father. ", 


_ 


CHAP. V. 


Perſwaſions to accept of the Redeemer , and give | 
#p the Soul in ( ovenant to him. 


I. N D firſt conſider, 7 am only perſ wading You ta 
Abe Chriſtians, which you profeſs jour ſelves ta be. 


And will you not indeed be what you profeſs ? .Why 


do.you embrace the name, if you diſlike the thing? { 
know you have falſe meaſures, whereby you judge of 


Chriſtaniry, and think perhaps, that all who are Bapti- I 


zed, and keep their Church, and call themſelves GChrt- 
ſttans, are ſo indeed : but you ſhould rather ſay , fufh 


do profeſs themſelves fo to be, but they are not ſoinF' 


Gods account, except they are true to this profeſſion, 
He that wears a Noble-mans Livery, ſeems to be his 
Servant ; but if he will not acknowledge him -'to-be his 


Maſter,by doing what he commands hia,you will ſcarce } 
fay ſuch a one's his Servant ; however, oof 0 FTI 
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i be mainrafWÞs, bur caſhier'd and puniſhed : and if you' © 
i arc bur ſach kind of Chriſtians, you will acknowledge 
jo it was as good you were open Infidels. Will you-think- 
it enough to prove a man. your friend, that he calls you 
& fo, and gives you many. good words, and:promiſeth you 
be: great matters, and in the mean time ſecretly does all he 
F can to hurt and diſpleaſe you ? Even thus hath Chriſt 
F decided the caſe , and told us who are his Friends ,. not 
they that onely ſpeak honourably of him, and pretend 
© great eſtzem for. him ; no, but they who do what he 
* commands them, John 1 5. 14. And if you will not do 
thy thus, and yer will needs pleaſe your ſelves with a'con- 
re- | ceit that you are Chriſtians, notwithſtanding, you may 
eafily be convinced, that if your Chriſtianity will not 
| bring youto be liſted with the friends of Chriſt, bur 
* leaves you amongſt his Enemies, its like co do you ve- 
' ry little ſervice. Wherefore he is only the crue Chriſti- 
ſtian, who takes Chriſt in all thoſe relations in which he 
is repreſented in the Goſpel, and is willing to perform 
#F the duties that theſe relations bind him to, And to ſuch 
F areceiving of Chriſt I am urging you. Can you be 
ta} Chrittians wirhout taking Chriſt for your Lord? And | 
e. | can you do this without you are willing to be govern- 
y.$ edby him ? Is hea Diſciple of Chriſt that will not 
[F learn of him, and that will not believe what he ſpeaks to 
}f # betruth ? To give an inſtance or two, Chriſt bids you 
i | learnof him to be meek "and lowly, and if you will not do 
i= thus, are you indeed any of his Diſciples ? He tells you, 
h his yoke is eaſie, and his burthen light - and therefore” re- 
n4* quires you ro take them on you ; it now you think 
1 : nan hard and heavy, and therefore rejet them, do 
s 4 younot in effect give him the Lye? He tells you ke 
is 4 1s the author of eternal ſalvation tothoſe that obey kim, and © 
e | if you refuſe obedience to him, and: yet pretend you 
hope to be fav'd by him , can. you count this believzag 
| | | fa 
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 fohim ? When' he would redeem you fr your ini-. F 
quities, and you will not part with them, do you take F 
him for your Redeemer ? $0 that-its evident you are 
not really, and in Gods account , Chriſtians, except-you; 


are willing to be guided by Chriſt to happineſs in the 
way. which he hath revealed z wherefore you muſt ſee to: / 


come upto this, or be reckoned as Heathens and Infi- þ 


dels, and accordingly dealt with : and chuſe you whe-: | 
ther, if indeed you find any difhcult in the choice.. 

2. Conſider ſeriouſly what a-kind of deſign it us that 
Chriſt comes to you upon, and ſee whether 2 be not moſt 
reaſonable you ſhould comply with him. He offers 
himſelf ro be your Saviour , and what can you ſay why 
you ſhould not cloſe with this offer ? Examine what 
hutt there is in that work of Chriſt upon your Souls, a- 
gainſt which you are moſt prejudiced. He would take 
off your affe&ions trom earthly things that cannot ſa- 
tisfe them, and fer them on things above , which will 
y a durable portion. He would cure the blindneſs, 

itiſhneſs and deadneſs of your Souls, and raife you 

the greateſt liberty and freedome of mind , and tothe 
moſt reaſonable excellent life whereof you are capable. 
He would bring you out of darkneſs into light, from 
pain and grief to the moſt manly joys ; he would deliver 
you ont of the noiſe and tumult of . your luſts and paſh- 
ons, and ſettle you in a ſweet and ſteady place. Inſtead 
of beinguncerviceable to God-and Man , and deſtroy- 
ers of your ſelves, he would make you fruitful and uſe-. . 
ul in your generation , and your own trueſt friends, -[ 


ſpeak of the preſent eff-&s of his operation upon-your þ 


Souls:, which would receive an unſpeakable advance- 
ment , by being freed from the dominion of Sin and 
Satan,,. wherein Chriſt finds you. For certainly to be 
thns enſlaved is the greateſt miſery that can at preſent. 


befall you, as it dcbaſes and defiles you , and puts you 
Qut 
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F our of that order in the Creation which God plated 
' youin, Nothing in all the world can be ſo muchdif- ©. | 
grace to you as this : for of reafonable Creatures, you >. 
ate hereby become like Bruits, yea in ſome ſcnſe worſe ; 
and inſtead ot the Image of God, you bear the Image of 
$ the Devil, through your love of {in and enmity to holi- 
- + nels. And do you think there is no hurt in all this ? 
* No? not in becoming Ideots and Fools,” living contra- 
ry to, and below your reaſon ? not being like the De- 
vil , whom you cry out upon , and pretend to abhor ? 
Is it no diſhonour to you to; have him to be your Fa- 
ther whilſt you do his works? Well then, | hope you 
have nothing to fay againſt Chriſt , who comes ro reco- 
yer you to your ſelves, to bring you into your right 
wits , to ſhew you. your former folly , and wake youa- 
ſhamed of , and humbled for it , that you may torſake it : 
whoſe delign is , to raiſe you to the priviledge and digyi- 
ry of your natures, by repairing Gods image upon you 
which you had loft, bringing you to love that which is 
beſt for you , ro beware of what would hurt you, and to 
be. weaned from thoſe things that will leave you, and 
cannot make you happy. And if you have nothing to 
object againſt all this, much leſs can you ſpeak againſt 
" F his intention ro keep you from miſery, and make you 
blefled for ever, if you will hearken to him, of which 
| |} Ifhall ſpeak by its ſelf. Where then does the matter - \ 
ſtick ? what can hinder you from coming to Chriſt, who 
only calls you to him to rake off your load, and hghten 

your burden , and to give you eaſe and reſt, 

'  * 3. Conlider what Chriſt hath undergone #m or dey to the 
making of your peace with God, on condition of Jour accep- 
tance of him. He became poor to make you rich ; He 
became the Son of man that you might be the Sons of 
God, he came down from heaven to raiſe you thither ; 
He entred into combate with the Devil that you mighc 
H 2 
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_ be enabled to conquer him. He bore the worſt the world LY 
could do,/and overcame'all its affaults , that you by F 


him might overcome the world. He drank the bitter Þ 


cup, the dregs whereof you had otherwiſe been drink- } 


ing eternally. When ihe (word of juſtice was even rea» F 


dy to ſheath it ſelf m your bowels, he came betwixt, and 
received it into his own, He willingly gave up himſelf 
to the death,that bitter, cruel, ſhametu] death, .rhat your 
Souls might live for ever. He bore your (ins, that they 


might nor lie on you as an heavy load, to link yon into F 


the loweſt hel]. He was made a curſe, that you might 'F 
eſcape it and obtain a bleſſing. And-after all this that 

he hath done and ſuffered , ſhall he be. rejeted? - 
Hath he done thus much in order to your delwerance, 
and (hall all be loſt as to you , as if it had never been 
done ? What ? hath the Son of God, manifeſ# in the 
fleſs, thed his warmeſt hearts-blood to be as a Balſom 
tor your wounded Souls, and are yon not willing it 
ſhould be applied? Methinks common ingenuity 
ſhould tell you that ſuch matchleſs love as this ſhould 
not be ſo fleighted. If you were taken captive by the 
Turks, and a dear Friend ſhould venture his own life to 
free you thence, ſure you would be willing to return 
with him, though you might have great offers to ſtay 
behind, if it was for nothing elſe but ro gratifie your 
Friend, who had ventured ſo hardly for you, that you 
might not give him cauſe to repent of his-labour. And 
what ? hall the blood: of Chriſt be as it were ſpilr on 
the ground, and have no effet on thee ? How hard. is 
that Rock whom this will not ſoften? I beſeech 
thee, Reader , tro think what Chriſt hath gone 
through to deliver thy Soul from the jaws of death, 
and then think whether it be juſt and- reaſonable that he 
ſhould return without his errand. I know I have-men- 
tioned this before, but I ſhall not ſtick to inculcate it 
again 


E. ( IO1 ) N Ras by 
F 2gain and again; that it may have ſome force, foms 
' power upon thy heart. And to that end, before.1leave = 
$ this Head, let me intreat thee to imagine, that thou 
+ faw'ſt Chriſt Jeſus now before thee all in blood and 
 Wonnds, calling thee to him as he did Thomas, -bidding 
thee to thruſt thy hands into his ſide, and put thy fingers 
-- Into the print of the Nails, -and ſuppoſe - thou heareſt 
him ſaying to thee, Look here Sinner, behold theſe tokens 
of my love, ſte what I have eudured on thy behalf * oh be not 
faithleſs,but believing ; be not perverſe and obſtinate, but 
willing to come to me, who have felt ſo much pain to procure 
thy eaſe, if thou deft not wilfnlly refuſe it. Caſt away thoſe 
fins which have nſed me thus , truſt thy ſelf with me, who 
have given ſuch coſtly evidences of my deſire to do thee 
good; accept me for thy Redeemer,who have paid [uchaprice 
for thee ; own me for thy Lord, who have thus bought th:e 
out of ſlavery , follow me in the way 1 ſhall ſhew thee, that I 
may bring thee ſafe into the preſence of the Father, whom 1 
have reconciled to thee: ſuppoſe, I fay, thou ſhould'ft fee 
Chriſt even covered over with his own bloud , importu- 
ning tiice , thus to forſake thy lins, and accept of bis 
grace and mercy, whar \ould'{t thou fay ? what anſwer 
would'ſt thou give ? could'{t thou find in thy heart to 
contemmn him, to ſtop thy Ears to his requefts, and go 
away without regarding him ? or would'ſt thou tell 
him he had not done enough to engage thee ro him, and 
that thou ſaw'ſt no reaſon to hearken to his offers, that 
thy lins were more ſweet and precious than grace and 
glory, and any thing he would give could poſſibly be ! 
Surely thou durſt not. And if not, then let. nor thy 
heart and praQtice return the ſame anſwer to me, who, 
if the name and ſtead of Chriſt, beſeech chee, that thou 
wilt through him be reconciled to God. Even .by all 
choſe wounds which Chriſt ſattered-upon the Croſs, by 
all thoſe pangs and dolours which he felt in his Soub by 
a H. 3.4 Ws. 
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he cries and groans ; 'by his tears and blood, I do, as 
upon my knees, beſeech thee to give an hearty enter- 
tainmenrt to this Lord Jeſus , who was thus bruiſed and 
wounded for thy ſake. Oh let him in thee fee the 
travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied. : No longer cheriſh 
thoſe luſts which refiſt his entrance, off with thoſe 
Barrers and Bolts that have lockt him out z down with 
thoſe ſtrong holds: that have ſtood 'out againſt him, Jet 
the Gates of thy Heart fiye open, and let this King of 
Glory come in ; cheerfully, thankfully receive him, and 
abſolutely render up thy-ſelt to him ,. co be diſpoſed of 
as he ſhall think fit, only begging that thou maiſt be 
taken into the number ot his Redeemed Ones, and be 
enabled to perform the duties enjoyned them, and be 
fitted to enjoy the priviledges aſſured to them, This is 
that faith in Chriſt which 1 would fo fain perſwade and 
beg theeto, and that: by the confideration of what thy 
Saviour hath endured. upon this account, that through 
faith in him thou mighteſt be pardoned and ſaved. 

4+ Conlider, as what bitter things Chriſt underwent 
to purchaſe ſalvation for thee, if thou reject him nor, ſo, 
what a moſt reaſonable condition he hath appotnted thee to 
perform, that thou mighyeſt obtain ſalvation by him , 
even thy unfeigned willingneſs to accept him for thy 
Redeemer , and thankfully to receive the benefits 
which he hath purchaſt for thee. And will nor this 1n- 
duce thee to enter .into Covenant with him, wheh the 
terms thereof are ſo fair and gracious ? This thy hearty 
conſent.; that Chriſt ſhall perform the whole work of a 
Saviour" to. thee, and for thee, is the chief. thing requi- 
red''to. make thee one of his Members, This 1s the 
great Cormmand of. the, Goſpel, to. Believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt. : $o that thou haſt nothing to ſay on thy own 
bchilf, if thou (houldſt be found at laſt to haye negle- 
ed: this duty ; for tell me, could(t thou have delired 
Sit any 
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any thing more favourable.? If thou hadſt been enjoy- 
- ned ſome greatihing , wouldſt thou ' not have done it-? 
{ much more now thou art only required to be willing 


F to have Chriſt, and life with him, and all ſhall be thine, 


4 wilt thou not be brought to this ? But ſtil] remember 


' the Offices of Chriſt muſt not be divided, nor his bene- 
firs ſeparated : He muſt be taken for thy -Lord to rule 
© in thy heart, and govern thy life, as well as for thy Sa- 
viour to keep thee from miſery ; and thou muſt be as 
willing to feel in thy Sonl the power of his Croſs cruci- 
tying thy Juſts, as to have the merit of his Crols pro- 
cure thy pardon ; now thou mult be brought to the love 
of heaven above earth, if thou wouldſt be received thi- 
ther by Chriſt when thou leaveſt the earth. But yer in 
all this, it is but the cenſent of thy Soul which is princi- 
pally required, in order to the attainment of the offered 
mercies. And wouldſt thou have matters brought down 
lower yet! Wouldſt thou be ſaved againſt thy will ? And 
hal'd to heaven, when thy heart is againſt it ? Or wouldft 
thou have ſuch kind of exceptions as theſe put in with 
' the conditions of thy ſalvation ? That thou maiſt have 
liberty to trample on Chriſts blood, and yet be waſh din 5t 
from the guiltof ſin , that thon maiſt have leave ts ſerve 
the Devil, and yet receive from Chriſt the wages he- gives 
bis: faithful ſervants , that thou maiſt be allowed to love 
creatures more than God, and yet that God ſhould love thee 
with his dearſt love, that thou maiſt live without grace,and 
yet when thou teſt be repeived intoglory. Wouldſt thou 
indeed make ſuch t&mgas theſe, it it was left tro thy own 
choice ? Thou c&aldft nor ſure be fo fooliſh, ſo-baſe- 
ly. diſingenuauss "If not, then come in and ſubmir ro 
thoſe conditions that are now offered thee, than which 
thou canſt not, it thou beeſt well in thy wits, wiſh tor 
any that (ſhould be more ſuited to thy eaſe and intereſt. 

Hearken then to the-free and affefionate invitations of 
| H 4 Chriſt 


me and armk. and who 


cauſe ro complain over thee, that thou wouldeſt not come 
to him that thou mighteſ bave life, that he would have ga- 
thered thee a1 a Hen pathereth her Chickens under So 


Wings,but thou wouldeſt not ! Oh what a cutting thought 1 
will chis be in hel}, tro remember at what cheap rates, 


thou mighteſt have eſcaped that miſery , but wouldeſt 
not ! how eaſily, how certainly thou mighteſt have been 
happy for ever, but thou wouldeſ# not ! The way was 
ſhewn thee,aud thou waſt exhorted, and beſought again 


and againto walk in that way, but wouldeſ# nor heark- 


en,Chriſt would have been thy Saviour as well as others, 


but thon wouldeſt have none of kim,being in the number of | 


thoſe rebellious ones, Who would not that he ſhogld reign 
over them. And how utterly inexcuſable wilt thoube-at 
the day of accounts, when it ſhall be askt thee, what rea- 
ſon thou hadſt for thy not cloling with Chriſt, ' when he 


offered to have ſaved thee ? what anſwer canſt thou then _ 


make, except this maypgo for an anſwer, than thou waſt 
fully reſolv d againſt it. ? What though thou *hadſt nor 
wit or learning to improve for Chriſt, nor, an eſtate to 
ty out for him, yet hadſt thou not a will to embrace 
him and his tenders? Couldſt -thou not have loved 
him, and have given up thy ſelf ro him ? Could men or 
Devils, or any thing bur thy own wretched obſtinacy 
and perverſeneſs have hindred: this? Thou who art 
now reading this, who haſt heard the Goſpel again _ 
apain, can'{t not pretend ignorance : for thou haſt 

many times informed, :and once more let me. aſſure 
theegthat if thou art willing, Chriſt is willing ,' yea hes 
earneſtly deſirous of thy happineſs, and had rather thou 
wouldeſt turn and live,than-go on and die: yea, he hath 
Ter himſIf full in che way to prevent thy RT: + 


Chriſt himſelf, ho, every one that thirfteth, let bim come to 

- opt will,let him take the water of | 

Hije free(y, I 55.1. Joh.7.37.Rev.22.17. Givenot — ; 
c 


þ | (105) 
ſo-rhat thou canſt not get to hell ,- but thou muſt tread 
+ himunderihy feet, who ſtands betrwixt to keep thee 
"thence. It now at this very moment thou wilt comply 
*with the deſign of Chriſt, ro ſave: thee in the way he 
hath eſtablith'd, he'will ſurely perform all his promiſes 
'tothee., Bur beware of deceiving thy felf , pretending 
> that thou art willing to have Chriſt, and that thy heart 
Lis wholly ſer on him, whilſt yer in thy a@ions and con- 
everſation thon art not ſubjeft to him : for the tenour of 
thy life will be ſure to follow the bent of thy heart, If 
the ternprations of Satan do ordinarily prevail with 
$ thec againſt the commands of Chriſt,doth not he poſſeſs 
- thy heart, who can thus put thee upon action 4 If rhou 
F followeſt thy pleaſures or worldly bulineſs ro the neg- 
4 le& of God's ſervice, is it not plain that thon Joveſt the 
| world and thy fleſh more than God and holineſs. Can{t 
thou be diligent ro pleaſe thoſe whom thou hateſt, and 
$ to injure and provoke ſuch as thou loveſt beſt ? Theſe 
- are £00 groſs pretences to paſs' for current, and thy 
own conicience cannot but be convinced of their vani- 
ty and falihood. If thou conſenteſt that Chriſt alone 
ſhall be thy Saviour, thou wilt depend upon him only 
$ forthy ſalvation; it thou art willing he ſhould govern 
thee, thon wilr in the courſe of thy life yeild obedience 
- tohim,-If thou ſayſt thou haſt not power to be willing, 
| prethee examine what this means, but that thou art, ab. 
 -ſolutely unwilling, and then whoſe fault is that ? Who 
- is it, 1 would fain know, hinders thee from being wil- 
T. ling? or whom doſt thou think to lay the blame on? Be 
* affured the holy God will clear himſelf if thou ſhould'ſ 
$ lay the cauſe of thy damnation on him, as if he did ror 
' give thee grace enough to change thy hearr ;. lince thou 
didſt not improve that meaſure of grace which was'gi- 
yen thee, and didſt by ihy wilfulneſs keep out what 
was farther offered to thee ; And thou. wilt bave ſmall 
er bh | comforc 
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comfort in laying the fault on the Deyil or thy 
companions ; thy accuſations of chem will be far from 
acquitting thy ſelf. They (hall dearly anſwer for what 
they have done, but yer thou wilt ſtil] be left liable to 
juſtice ; yea, thou wilt be found to belye the: Devil him 
ſelf, if thou ſay'ſt he was the chief cauſe of thy ruine 
for he could never have deceived and undone thee, it 
thou hadſt nor been willing to hearken to him, and þ 
deluded by him. Nor could thy companions have dra 
thee to (in, if thou had{t not firſt been in love with it , 
for neither they,nor the rempter, whoſe inſtruments they Þ 
were, could thus prevail with them whoſe hearts were 
againſt it, Neither will it excuſe thy reje&tion of Þ 
Chriſt, to ſay thou nzver hadſt ſufficient reaſon given 
to draw thee to him , and that thou never heardeſt of 
any ſuch advantages to be had by him as might allare * 
thee , for thou (halt then be made to acknowledge, thar 
inthe thing it ſelf there was reaſon, abundant reaſon, } A 
for thy acceptance of 'him. Burt if ic did not prove ſaf- Þ re 
ficient to, work upon thee, why was this ? Was the T he 
Goſpel unreaſonable, or waſt not thou unreaſonable in Þ th 
flighting it ? Was it hid from thee ? If ſo, was it not Fea 
becauſe thou didſt permit the God of this world to blind } th 
thy mind, and keep: thee from the knowledge of the 4m 
truth ? If thou art ſtill in the dark, Is it not becauſe thou Þ dr 
loveſt darkneſs more than light ? Art thou not ſo fully Phi 
bent. upon the ſatisfation of thy Luſts , that thou wile Þ d« 
hear of nothing that ſhould draw thee from them ? Are } m 
thou not ſlothful and negligent, '3nd wilt not mind Þ er 
things, nor conlider ſeriouſly of thy fin or danger, of F tt 
the love of Chriſt and thy need of him, and the like Þ B 
ſubjects , the mediation whereof, through the bleſſing Þ ſc 
of .God, might have ſoftened thy heart, and bowed thy- 
will-to-a thorongh complyance wich. the Lord Jeſus: Þ h 
And'doſt thou indeed think that thy wilful affeQet ig 
| norance 
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{thy duty ? If, when thou ſet { thy: fexyant co-work-in 
7 ſhop, he ſhould ſhut up the Door and Windows to 
teep- out the Sun, or by night ſhould purpoſely put our 
is Candle, and then pretend he could not ferto do 
is work, wouldſt thou take this for a good excule ? 
nd doſt not thou do thus, who wi'tnot hearken to 
conſider of the word without thee, and putt'ſt out 
light of thy Conſcience , that Candle of the Lord 
icthin thee , whereby thou mighteſt be led ro Chriſt, 
and then crieſt thou canſt not find the way to him ? It 
Fa Prince ſhould ſend a Proclamation to Rebels, promi- 
ſing pardon to thoſe that would come in, but threatning 
ruction to ſuch as ſhould perliſt , if they ſtop their 
{| Ears when it is read to them, and will not enquire after 
I the Contents of it, will he excuſe them afterwards to 
ir Þ fay, they never heard any invitationsto lay down their 
Arms ? Nor, farther, canſt thou truly ſay, that Chriſt 
f. Þ required harder things of thee, than this willingneſs of 
2 Þ heart to be ſaved by him , for waſt thou once brought to 
n Þ this, whatever elſe he requires from thee would appear 
xt | eafie. So far as thy will is made confgrmable to his, 
4 Þ there will appear no more difficulty in obeying his com- 
e 4 mands, than an hungry man finds in eating, or than a 
u | dutiful Child (inds in pleaſing a loving Father. To: do 
y Þ his will would then be thy great delight , thou woul. 
t | deſt find a new nature within thee , carried forth with 2 
t | mighty power and ſweetneſs to all thoſe as of obedi- 
] 
! 


Þ ence that low from a willing Sou]. Bur yet farther tor 

' F thy conviction, Suppoſe a Noble-man ſhould offer ro a 
"Beggar, that if ſhe would put off her Rags, and waſh her 

: | ſel, and put on the Apparel he had provided, and Jeave 
7. | her vagrant life to come and dwell with him, and be 
; © his loving and faithful Wife, that then he would marry 
her, and inſtate her jn all his honour and riches : wonen 
thou 


ſhall be beld 25. a ſufficient ples for the negle® — 
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thou ſay there was any-thing required of this Woma 
befides her willingneſs to become his Wite ?. I hope, 
throw away her rags, and leave her wandring compani: 
ons, and live like'a perſon of honour, does not look lik 
the paying of a Portion, or doing difficult works. A 


this is the very caſe; poor and naked the Lord Jeſu, 


finds thee, only'covered over with rags and filth , thef 


he bids thee to ſtrip off, to waſh thee and make the 
clean,and put away the evil of thy doings , to renon 
thy luſts, to forſake thy (inful courſes and comp 


Ons ; to put on the white Robes which he hath providedF 
for thee, to be cloathed with his perfe& righteouſneſs, 
that the guilt of thy (ins may not appear ; and to be a-Þ. 
dorned with the graces of his Spirir, that thou mayſt beF 
lovely in the ſight of God, having thus pat 0» Chriſt , and} 
he offers to eſpouſe thee ro himſelf, and become thy}: 


Husband and Head, and make thee a Joynture of Hea- 
venit ſelf, if thou wilt continue in love and faithful- 
neſs to him all thy days. Where then is the Dowry 


that muſt be given him? No, he askt for none, "tis thy | 


ſelf he defires, and bids thee come boldly without mo- 
ney or price, What eaſier terms, what fairer offers 


would'ſt thou delire ? Shall I rhen prevail with thee or 
not ? Even as Abraham ſent his Servant to ſeek a} 
Wife for kis Son 1ſaac, ſo do I now addreſs my ſelf to} 


thee from my Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, earneſtly 
deſiring to eſpouſe thee to him as a chaſt Virgin. With 


Commiſſon trom -him I make theſe renders to thee : F 


Behold this hour a meflage of infinite concernment and 


greateſt favour is ſent to thee ; Chriſt Jeſus the King 
of Glory offers himſelf, with all heis and hath, tothee, } 
and by me his Servant thy conſent is now demanded," 


What anſwer doſt thou give me ? Wilt thou be marrj- 


edro him or not ? Wilt thou not give me that com-Þ 


tortable anſwer that Rebeckah did to Abraham's  Ser- 


vant, } 
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Fant, Gen. 24.58. 1will go with the wan. 'Shall I make 
<p the match this day betwixr Chriſt and thy Soul ? If 
hou ſayſt No, God that ſtands over thee will witneſs , 
thy own Conſcience will witneſs, yea theſe y 
ines ſkall witneſs againſt thee , that Chriſt did freely 
"otter himſelf and ſalvation to thee, and thou didſt per- 
luEfverſly reject him. But God forbid , thou ſhould'ſt ds 
cathus fooliſhly : in the bowels of 'Chriſt let me beſeech 
he thee not to turn the deaf Ear to this meflage. Do nor 
d theſe things ſlightly, as if they concerned thee not, 
F but rather ſtay a while, and let thy thoughts dwell upon 
led the matter. If there be not all the reaſon in the world 
ls for what I urge thee tq , ſlight it and ſpare not , but 
&Þ-examin things well , and ſee thou contradi&t not thy 
de} own reaſon » nor undo thy ſelf by inconfiderateneſs. 
nd} Once again then I ask thee , art thou willing to betrorh 
hy 'thy ſelf ro Chriſt, forſaking other Lovers that have ſued 
*4-} for thy heart? Wilt thou promiſe to cleave to him at 
ul-1 all times, and in all conditions, and through the aff 
TY} ſtance of Grace, to be faithful and conſtant in thy love 
'y | and obcdience to thy lives end ? If thou ſay Yea, and 
0-J art ſincere in this reſolution, then dofibt nor but it will 
T9 be accepted and ratified in Heaven: what thou haſt 
04 done this hour will be recorded by God himſelf, and re- 
7 membred for ever. And do thou make haſt to thy pri- 
OE vate Chamber, there more expreſly and ſolemnly to pro- 
ly} febs this thy engagement to Chriſt ; and come to the 
th} Lord's Table there toſeal and confirm this Marriage- 
©.:4 Covenant ; andlet it be thy care all thy dayes to conti- 
1d } nue ſtedfaſt therein, and then doubt not but Chriſt will 
5 4 perform his part to a tittle. 
© 5F. That] may beyet the more likely to bring thee to 
dF this faving faith in Chriſt, which is nothing elſe but thy 
I-F conſent to be married to him, to receive him for thy 


-F Lord and Sayiour, as 1 have before explained it, Jer me 
| nrex 
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entreat thee to conlider the advantages thou foald bereby 
receive from him. If thou ask me what theſe are, I maz 


di 
AC 


anſwer , they are ſo great that I cannot tell thee ; rheyÞ P! 
are ſuch as thou muſt not, thou canſt not fully know t 


thou art poſſeſt of them. He that was perfe&tly ac. 


quainted with them all , might be to all eterniry in re-' vi 
vealing them , for ſo long ſhall the true Chriſtian be: Is 


in enjoying them. Bur yer leſt thou ſhouldſt chinkÞ ® 


theſe were bur+ words to draw thee on and deceive} t 
thee, know, that I am able out of the Book of God,%o# x 


tell rhee ſo much of thy gains by Chriſt, in a line or rwo,F 
| as will certainly bring thee to him, if thou wilt be-rul'd' 
by the rrue{t reaſon, and perſwaded to chuſe what is 
beſt for thee. In one word then be affured , thou ſhak 
have all that may make thee truly happy in this world: 
and the nexr forever, Pſal.84.11. 1 Tim. 4.8.Kom, 8.28." 
And what can thy heart wiſh for more ? That very day Þ 
wherein thy Soul is throughly brought over to Chriſt,” 
thou haſt right by virtue ot his rich promiſe, ro all that 
is 1n heaven and. earth that may be for thy good , and 
accordingly (hall enjoy it, as thou com'tt to need it, 
and art made meet to receive it. $0 ſoon as by faih 
thou art united to Chriſt , the guilt of all former ſins'is F 
done away; and for the future thy ſervices ſhall be ac- 
cepted, and thine imperteCtions forgiven : tor God 1s 
become thy reconciled Farher, and will love, own, and: 
bleſs thee as his Child. And canſt thou want any thing 
who haſt God to be thy Father, who ewnerh all things ! 
yea, who haſt him to be thy portion, who is better than 
all things ? All his Artribures, his wiſdom, power, truth, 
and goodneſs will be engaged on thy behalf , and em- 
ploy'd for thee, his works, his word, and all providen- 
ces thall help forward thy happineſs. All thy ourward 
aftairs, thy heavenly Fathzr, who knows what thou haſt 
. need of, will ſee to aud regard ; at all times he will ſo] 
diſpoſe 
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4.© diſpoſe of and provide for thee, as ſhall be moſt for” th 

1Þ advantage ; no affliction ſhall befall thee, but will 
F prove as Phylick for thy Soul , inall eſtates and conditi- 
ons he will be near to thee to dire and preſerve thee, 
ie. | if rhou retain a integrity, ſo that neither Men nor De- 
* vils ſhall prevail againſt thee to thy ruine. And the 
+ Holy Ghoſt will be thine to enlighten, ſanRikie, guide, 
4+ and comfort thee, to 2fliſt thee in duties, and to ſeal 
i | thee up to everlaſting happineſs. When thou dieſt 
LE the Lord Jeſus will receive thy Spirit, ard preſerve 
thee from the roaring Lion, and the Pir of deſtruQion : 
and vouchſafe thee the beginning ' of happineſs with 
himſelf, which ſhall be compleated and perfedted at the 
preat Reſurre&ion day , when thou ſhalt be raiſed vp 
by his power, and brought into ——_ not in wrath 
g | but in mercy , and ſhalt be publickly owned by that 
iy 4. Chriſt, whoſe perſon and cauſe thou didſt here embrace 
y 4 and own; and by him thou (halt be openly juſtified 
ar | from all accuſations of Satan or the Law , and (halt be 
ad | preſented pure and holy into the preſence of the Father, 
{4 and halt be eternally bleſſed in' the enjoyment of all 
.þ | \hoſe treaſures of infinite love and goodneſs, which 
is 4 God hath laid up in ſtore for Believers, This is the in- 
c. | heritance which, we come to by Chriſt : we are made 
is | heirs of God,yea coheirs with his own Son,we enter upon the 
nd 4 Jo) of onr Lord,with him we ſhall abide in the manſions that 
I Ll Fathers houſe. Then at length we ſhall know 
- 74 all thedeligns of Divine Wiſdom and Love, when they 
ſhall be accomplilh'd in us and for us: and by the frui- 
tion we ſhall underſtand, what is that exceeding and eter- 
=_ | nal weight of glory , for which there were made ſuch 
n. 4 wonderful contrivances, ſuch ſolemn preparations, by 
-4 | that God who doth all things like himſelf, being inft- 
\ft | nitely wiſe and good. Then ſhall we reachto, and 
| find thoſe glorious things that are ſpoken of the City of God, 
| yea, 


" 'S - 


yea thoſe things whith it was neither lawful rior poſſi: Þ 
ble for Angels or Men to utter. - To be ſhort; thou F 
ſhalt tt advanced-to the-utmoſt pollible' perfe&ion 
| of thy nature, thy Soul ſhall be fitred for thole' aftions 
and'employments which are moſt ſuicable to ir, eventhe Þ 
loving and prailing thy Maker, Saviour, and SanRikier ; 
and ſhalt be made capable of taſting the moſt raviſhing; 
ſatisfying ſweetneſs and joy in theſe employments ;-in } 
ling the bleſſing God, and in feeling thy ſelf encom- Þ 
paſſed with the warm embraces of his deareſt love. And #- - 
as this thy bleſſedneſs ſhall be infinite and unſpeaka: F 
ble,” fo ſhall the- continuance of it be eternal, Nor 
ſhall thy delight be once abated or interrupted through 
. all this eternity , but be ever exalted ro the higheſt - 
pitch ; it ſhall always flow, yea overflow, but never | 
ebb, This is the joy that hath no end, no meaſures or 
decay. This is the glory which Chriſt will give his ſer- 


vants: mot as the world gives,gives hgunto them. This, he 
% 


tells us, i the will of him that ſent hinWghat every one that Þ 
fees the Son,and believes on him may everlaſting life, 
Joh,5.40. The water which he gives ito arink ſhall be in 
thoſe who partake of it, a well of watery ſpringing ap into 
everlaſfing life. And ſome beginnings of this divine life | 
now, there are brought into the ſoul , whilſt it 1s made in 
its meaſure conformable to God, and is carried out af- 
ter him with the ſtrong workings of love and delire, and * 
teels the thedding abroad of his lovein it ſelf, and lives 
in the joytul expeRations of an advancement to the 
abundance of life, the perfeion of bliſs which 1 be- ' 
fore mentioned, And now, Reader, if thou believeſt * 
all this, which I think thou muſt needs , except thou"? 
take the Goſpel for acheat z if then thou believeſt it to 
he true, | would know of thee, whether the 1nvitations | 
Ch makes thee to/ come to him, be not backt with * 
iy 


. - . . \ . 
cent mocives to prevail with all that are not quite 
| bile. 
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belide their wir in-matters of their greateſt moment. _ 
+ Bythistime [hope thou ſeeſt that thy Redemer ſeeks 

thy imereſt,whilſt he is ſo imporrinate with thee: Whar 
- 4Sall forinthe reſulc but this : That thou would'lt make 
thyſelf bleſſed for ever. This he commands: thee , this 
he beſeeches thee to do, And (hall ſuch commands be dil- 
g; 4 obey'd ? (hall ſuch requeſts be denied ? Good Lord ! 
In How ſtrange a thing is this? That Man, a reaſonable 
- | Being, whoſe wiſdom ſers him above al] other crea- 
dF -tares on Earth, ſhould be thus woo'd, thus call'd upon 
1 aiidintreated to be happy, and yet that he ſhould ſtand 
Ir dallying and deliberating whether he had beſt be fo or 
h } not, yea, that he ſhould .peremptorily refuſe to be ſo. 
&t 4 Which (hould/1 moſt admire in this caſe, the diſtraQi- 
rj onand baſe ingraticude of man , or the inconceivable 
r | mercy and patience of God, ſo long to bear with ſuch 
= | unworthy creatures, and ſo frequently to renew the of- 
[- fers of bleſledneſs, and even preſs it upon them ? 
f Þ _ Well then, do'ſt thou think there is any gain in godli- 
+ neſs? Is there enough to be had with Chriſt ro make 
n him and his gifts worth the accepting ? For that I tei} 
0 thee ſtil] is all chat is expeted trom thee : be but cordi- 
ally willing to take him , and all his benefits together, 
and for certain all (hall be thine. Thoa ſhalt find every 
promiſe of the book of God made good to thy comfort , 
yea thou ſhalt find ten thouſand times more than ever 
thou could'it underſtand..or conceive from the fulleſt 
promiſes , the higheſt expreſſtons that ever thou mett'ſt 
with concerning the priviledges of Beltevers, Shall all 
that is ſaid then bring thee ro be one of that number or 
not ? Do'ſt thou know where to make a better bargain 
for thy ſelf? It ſo, rake thy own courſe, and make thy 
beſt on't:: for be aſſured , Jeſus' Chriſt needs noc thee. 
His glory doth not ſo depend on thy ſubjcRion: to.him 
that it ſhould be leflened. in caſe of thy diſobedience. 
I _ Do 
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' Do tho as thou wile , he knows how ro ſtcure his own 
mtereſt : but fain he- would perſwade thee to take pity 
on thy ſelf, and fave thy own ſoul. [If there be anyin 
al) the world that hath done more for thee than Chriſt, 
or that will do more , hearken to him and ſpare not. 
But before thon conclude there is any ſuch perſon or 
thing, exatnine matters well on both ſides, and: then 
do as thou ſeeſt meer. Indeed the caſe is ſo plain, that 
the verieſt child or fool almoſt may know how to decide 
it, Bethink thee well what thou art like to have from- 
the world, from thy luſts, from the ſervice of the Devil, 
or from any thing that would keep thee-from Chriſt. 
Canſt thou think” rhat rhe ſatisfying of thy ſenſes with 
what they call for, or pleaſing thy tancy with things ſu- 
perfluous, or living in idleneis and wantonneſs, in 
pride and pomp with the applauſe of the world, is any 
or all of this betrer than the love of God, better rhan the 
fulnefs of joy to be had in his preſence, or better than 
the rivers of pleafure at: his right hand for evermore ? 
But be they as good as they will, doſt thou think they 
will always laſt ? Or hath the Devil any future reward 
for his ſervants, when their miſerable ſlavery 1n this 
lifeis ended ? Amongſt all his cemptations , did he 
ever ſo much as once bear thee in hand, that he would 
make thee happy for ever ? Is it poſſible fot thee to be 
Ignorant, that the pleaſares of ſin, befides thee empri- 
neſs and baſeneſs,are bur for a ſeaſon ? So that if thou re- 
main without Chriſt,thou haſt no whither to go, nothing 
totruſt to, that will not miſerably fail thy expeRations, 
Look round about thee, and ſee if thon cant find any 
orher foundation to build upon , to raiſe an happineſs 
to thy ſelf. And when rhou haſt but conſidered a while, 
with that ſeriouſneſs that beſeerms one who hath a de- 
ſire to do himſelf pood, I donbr not but the language of 


thy foul wiltbe like that 'of Peter ro Chriſt; 7oh. 6. ar 
| Lor 
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' Lord,whither ſhall I go 7? thowonly haſt the words of eternal © 
left.T hou only haſt revealed it thou alone diretteſt to it thow 
only haſt purchaſt it, thou only haſt promiſedit , and thou 
alone canſt beſtow it upon thy people: wherefore to thee, Lord, 
I betake my ſelf, renouncing all things that ſtand in compe- 
tition with thee , be thou my Lora, let me be thy ſervant, let 
me live to thee here,and let me live with thee for ever here- 
after,partaking of that glory which thou haſt ebtained of the 
Father for thy farthful ones. What (ailt thou { Does thy 
very heart agree to theſe wards or not ? Say yea or no 
betore thou goekt any tarther. 1 am ſure thou haſt no- 
thing like reaſon to give, why it (ſhould not. Oh give 
not Chriſt cauſe tro wonder at thy obſtinacy and unbe- 
lief, who when he came to bring thee ſalvation , was re- 
jeRted. Once again, I afſure thee, he comes not ro un- 
do thee. Think not thou ſhalt loſe by him , becauſe he 
calls thee ro mortification , ſelf-denial , and bearing 
the Croſs, If ht would rake thee from any thing 
which is dear to thee , tis onely becauſe it is hurttvl ; 
and hee'l give thee better delights, more noble em- 
ployments than thoſe he calls thee off trom. Thou ſhalt 
part with nothing by his ſervice which thou could 
have kept long, and inſtead of it thou ſhalt receive a 
treaſure that (hall never be taken from thee. Bur if 
thou arr ſo faſt bound to thy profits, thy pleaſures and 
thy ſweet (ins, to which thou haſt been long accuſto- 
med, that thou wilt not be perſwaded to take thy love 
off then, and ſet it on Chriſt, but art ſo ſwallowed up 
with them, that thou turneſt the deaf ear to all theſe 
intreaties; if this be thy reſolution, that Bal ſhall be 
thy God, and him thou wilt worſhip, that the world 
ſhall be thy portion, and to it thou wilt cleave, that fin 
ſhall be thy trade, and in it thou will live : Remember 
then thou hadſt thy ehoice : Chriſt tendered himſelf 
and all his ſaving mercies to thee, but thou didſt deli- 
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| beraiely prefer other h_ before «im. and. 1 theraidd 
thou haft no wrong done thee if chou poeſt withour' him. 
If this be thy thanks to him for his. marchleſs' cohde- 
ſcenſion in inviting theeto glory, grudg 'not if hereaf- 
ter he exclude thee from it. And now get thee to thy 
Idols, which have ſo taken up thy hearr,, that there was 
no room for Chriſt, except he would have the lexvings 
of the world and fleſh, which, be it known to thee he F, 
never will, hee have the higheſt place or. none,” and 
ſince he muſt not have that, go thy way I ſay, and make Þ}- 
the beſt of thy Idols, thy riches, thy bravery, thy carnal 
joys, and empty honours, thy dear' triends and pleaſant 
companions ; ſuck all' the ſweetneſs they will ye1ld; 
and keep them as long as thou canſt : - and when'thou 
ſeeſt where they leave-thee , and what thou haſt brought 
thy ſelf to, then let thy Conſcience refle&t, whether-once 
thou hadſt an offer worth the acceptance. 
6. Butthis brings me tothe {1xth and laſt argument 
to prevail with thee to give up thy (elf to Chriſt, and 
that is the ſad and doleſul effetts a are like to follow - 
thy rejefFion of him, If God be ju(t and true, thow art 
not like to go ſmoothly away with the guilr of this hai- 
nous (in, Something to this purpoſe I mentioned before, 
and therefore ſhall be the briefer now , onely in faith- 
fulneſs and love to thy immortal ſoul , that chou may'ſt 
never be able to ſay but that thou had fair warning gi- 
ven thee, now come to tell thee, thar if thou ſtandeſt 
out apainſt the mercy that's ſo freely held forth'tothee, 
refuling to receive thy Saviour on thoſe terms, and to 
thoſe purpoſes for which he demands acceptance', -thou } 
/..... artthen like ro be as miſerable, a torlorn, nndone crea- - 
**==ture, both Body and Soul, 'as ever trod upon the earth, 
or ſaw the Sun. Make as'light of theſe rhreatnings now 
as thou wilt , but if there be a God in Heaven, be aſ. 


ſured my will be made g00d upon thee, as ſhortly thou 
wilt 
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verſion do not: prevent it. . Think not-l take any de- 
light to dig in the bowels of hell,and-throw flathes of fire 
In thy face, meerly to terrifie and daunt thee : no, but I 
would fain, if poſlible, prevent thy mifcry, : by diſcove- 
ring what it's like to be, it thou throw thy ſeif headlong 
into it. And oh that I could! ſpeak any . thing that 
might make ſome impreſſion upon thee, not onely to 
bring thee to a fright,and there leave thee, buta little ro 
awake thee to a ſenſe what a miſchievous thing that fin 
is, which now thou art ſo deeply in love with, that thou 
may'{t ſee to get thy hands rid of it, before it be too late 
thou wiſh.thou had'ſt done ſo ! Even during this preſent 
life, whilſt thou art without Chriſt, thy condition is 
moſt ſad, however thou may'ſt applaud and bleſs thy ſelf 
in thy worldly enjoyments. For thou art this while un- 
der the load of thy Original fin, ang all the tranſgre(li- 
ons which thou haſt actually committed in thought, 
word, or deed, ſince thou cameſt into the world; [the 
leaſt of which, without pardoning mercy, would, drown 
thee in perdition. Thou haſt na cerrainty for an hour of 
any of thoſe things which thou-poileſſe(t, but art liable 
to as ſhort warning as the rich Fool. in the Goſpe), who. 
was call'd away in that night, whereia he bid his Soul 
take its eaſe;eat, drink, and be, merry, For thou canſt: 
not ſhew aoy true title, . by virtue of a promiſe from, 
God, to the leaſt of all thy comforts ; But thou ſtandeſt 
always expoſed to-that wrath which thou art treaſuring” 
up for thy ſelf _zgainſt the day of, wrath. Thou lieſt 
wholly at his mercy whom thou art daily provoking to 
fury.: | In all thy'ways which are ſo. defiled, the holy 
God beholds thee -in anger z-and. even loaths thee for 
thy filthineſs.. And he alone- knows how ſhort a while 
be is determined to wait on thee: thy Glaſs is running, 
his patience is expiring, Death and .Judgment are ha-+' 
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wilt feel to thy everlaſting ſorrow , if thy ſpeedy con- | 
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ſting, hell is ready burning, aud thou canſt not promiſe 
thy felf a moments ſafety, Whilſt chou art ſleeping or 
Waking, eating or working, talking and laughing, the 
heavy doom hangs over thy head, and thou haſt every 
day reaſon to expect the dreadfa] vengeance of the 
Lord to ſeize upon thee : nothing but meer mercy hath 
kept it off this while, which will not always laſt. At 
night when thou goeſt to bed , its a great hazard 
but thou mayſt awake in flames, and never more ſee 
the comfortable light ; or when thou goeſt out of doors, 
Its a queſtion whether thou mayſt not with Zu4@4, go to 
thy own place, the infernal Manſions, before thou re- 
turneſt home. For ought I know, or thou either, rhis 
| may be the laſt Book that ever thou mayft read, this 
may be the laſt warning that ever thou mayſt have. 
Think a little whether this be a comfortable cafe for a 
man to continue in, and what wiſe people they are that 
venture all upon a Repentance hereatter., Moreover 
in all the troobles thou mayſt meet with in the world, I 
know not what ſupport,what comfort can be adminiſtred 
tO thee : for there's none to be given thee from God, | 
am ſure, whilſt thou art a reſolved enemy ro him. What 
ſhift thou makeſt to ger a little eaſe and relief at ſuch a 
time 1 eannot but wonder : ' only the remnants of thy - 
carnal comforts , and-the hopes thou haſt of ſeeing 
things better, its like may help thee ro ſome falſe peace. 
But alas poor man , Death will ſhortly arreſt thee , 


| Death that will ſtrip thee of all that thy hearr delighted 


and truſted in ; Death that will break the neck of all thy 
fond hopes , and utterly fruſtrate thy expectations; 
Death that will carry thee out of this beloved world in- 
to a place, ro which chou haſt been a meer ſtranger , not 
thinking of it at all, or bur coldly and ſeldom, or with 
horrour and averſneſs, this Death, I ſay, will thortly 
lay hold on thee, and then whether wilt thou look for 

> comfort, 
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' . comfort, whaan a ſtranger to God and Jeſus Chriſt ? 
1 into whoſe hands wilt thou commend thy departing 
ſoul, who would'ft not whilſt thou waſt living, reſign thy 
felfto the God who made thee, and bought rhee with his 
Son's blood ? Canſt thou expe Chriſt ſhould now re- 
ceive thee, who would'ſt nat be perſwaded to receive 
bim ? Whar ? receive a Rebel into the Kingdom of 
peace ? A filthy Swine into the-communion of Saints ? 
No, never expe& ic. And if he will not receive thee, 
who mult ? If heaven may not hold thee , what place 
will? Thou canſt ealily anſwer theſe queſtions. And 
when by a reſurre&ion to condemnation, thou art made 
with all the reſt, to ſtand in the preſence of thy Judge, 
how wilt thou then appear before him ? For the Lord's 
ſake, yea for thy own ſake, poor (inner, thou that canſt 
not be brought to like Chriſt, nor his holy Laws and 
ways, nor the ſantifying work of his holy Spirit , put 
theſe queſtions, as thou readeſt them, cloſe rothy heart. 
What wilt thou then ſay to Jeſus Chriſt tor this thy con- 
rempr, and diflike of his perſon and government ? Daxecſt 
thou then juſtifie thy unbelief and impenitence, when he 
calls thee to anſwer for ic? Or who wilt thou get to 
plead for thee, when the only Advocate ſhall conderan 
thee ? Who wilt thou make thy friend, when he, who 
alone could, and would have beenſo, is, through thy 
own fault, become thy greateſt Enemy ? Dare Angels 
or Saints ſpeak a word for him againſt whom their 
Lord (hall ſpeak ? Or would they if they durſt ? No, 
they will approve his righteous ſentence. Will the 
Devil rake thy part doſt thou think? Hath he any power 
there to ſecure his followers ? why it's he that 1s thy 
accuſer, and if need be , would rather aggravate theſe 
faults which he drew thee to, Wilt thou then hit him 
in the teeth with the large promiſes he made thee, and 
call on him to make them good ? Alas, hee't but lavgh 
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at thee, -and ſcorn' thee, -and make thee: acknowledge; 
that moſtjuſtly are al} they ſerved, who would truſt to 
the Devil's deluſions rather than'to God's -promiſes.. Or 
doſt thouexpe& relief from thy companions in rorment f. 
Ah poor creatures ! they would rather help themſelves 
it they could , but cannot: Oh then! with what an 
heart, with what a countenance wilt thou hear that Jaſt 
doleful ſentence,' Depart from me ye curſed when thou 
ſhalt look round about, and ſee no help, no hope, but 
that down thou muſt lie in that burning Lake, . which the 
breath of the Lord's fury like a ftream of Brimſtone aoth 
kindle, what a poſture will thy Soul be in ? I can tremble 
to conceive it, ealier than can expreſs it. And when 
thou haſt lain ſome thouſands ot years in that place of 
rorments, wh.t hen will the workings of thy heart be ! 
when thou haſt felt that rribalation aud anguiſh which 
comes upon thoſe that work evil, what thoughts wilt thou 
have of the ways that | brought thee thither ? what 
would'ſt thou nor do for the Jeaſt dram of hope in that 
miſerable deſpairing ſtate, for the Ieaſt glimmering of 
light in that gloomy darkneſs ? But there is none to be 
had, :no nor ever will through a whole eternity : the . 
force of which word eternity,and the meaning of Hell,is 
now known and felt in another manner, than when care- 
leſs ſinners could:laugh at the mention of them, or leep 
whilſt they'were” preach'd on, But what ? canſt thou 
nor perſwade thy felf that there are any ſuch torments 
prepared for unbelievers ? If not, it's to be feared thou 
art one of thoſe unbelievers for whom they are prepa- 
red: Butif Scripture may convince thee, read among(t 
other places, 1 Theſ. 1.8, 9. att. 25.46. fobn 3.36. 
and then tell me thy judgment, Now indeed all this 
is but.calk , Hell's ont of ſight, and the moſt terrible 
works are but wind; and therefore ir is there is ſo little 
care in the world to make ſure of his favour,who can hk 

them 
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them from this miſery,: which, becauſe it's neither ſeen = 
nor felt, is ſlighted and forgotten. - Should- a King take 
a company of men out-of:priſon , who had commined 
ſome fault worthy of death, and offer” pardon to thoſe 
that would be ſorry for their crime, and promiſe never t0 
be guilty of the like,. but threaten Death-tg thoſe that 
would not ; and withall ſhould ſhew them pardons reg- 
dy ſealed, and great hopes of money to be given to the 
penitent, but racks and gibbets, and fires, ready kindled, 
tor. the execution of the obſtinate : Do you think: this 
would not eafily prevail with them, when they ſaw in 
good earneſt what» was like to beride them ! And if 
Chriſt would take this courſe, and ſhew Heaven and 
Hell, if that were poſlible, plainly ro their eye- light, its 
like the moſt ſtubborn ſinners would be awakened : but 
he will not do thus , nor is there any reaſon he ſhould. 
Since we are made men to be ruled by reaſon, why 
ſhould he deal with us like Brutes that muſt be Jed by 
their Senſes? yet becauſe he will not take this way with 
them , brutiſh ſinners diſregard him, as if they needed 
him nor. Bur ah Sirs ! all you thar could ſee no need. of 
Chriſt, when he was ſo urged, and preſt upon you, when 
ſhortly you ſhall ſee all che world tandbefore him, - and 
ſhall behold the devouring flames, 'into- which: all they 
muſt be caſt, who have not a part in.his love, then you 
will ſee what benefit comes by Chriſt, then you will no 
longer count them Fools, that took it for their greateſt 
buſineſs to get an interelt in him. Then, if the moſt 
paſſionate wiſhes, that you had been ſo wiſe, would do 
you any good,if the loudeſt roarings, and bittereſt cries 
tor mercy might prevail, you would think them all well 
ſpent : but alas, all will be tro no purpoſe, Cry. Lord, 
. Lord, with never ſo much noiſe and earneſtneſs, if thou 
waſt here a workey of iniquity, no other Anſwer ſhalt 
ihou obtain, þut, Depar; from me, [know thee not. . Any 
thou 


5 ( 122) 
thou thy ſelf ſhalt be forced to acknowledge 


Sentence is as juſt as terrible. For did'{i-thau not here 


bid Chriſt to depart from thee, theu deſired þ not che know 


ledge of his ways ? and is it not juſt he thould then com>. 


mand thee ro Depart from him, as one he wil{ not 
know nor own ? Heaven thou did'ſt refuſe , ſince it Was 
ro be had on no other terms than ſubmiſſion co Chriſt ; 
and therefore thou muſt needs fall into Hell, (Gnce there 
is no third place provided. But perhaps thou wilt Hlat- 
ter thy (elf with a conceit that none of theſe things ſhall 
come upon thee, in that, as thou pretendeſt, thou purr'it 
thy whole truſt in God that he'll ſave'thee, and relieſt 
npon thy Saviour Jeſus Chriſt alone, to be kept by 
him from hell, and the power of the: Devil. But be- 
ware, | beſeech thee, how thou cheateſt thy Soul into 
that miſery,whence no trick or wile can ever fetch thee, 
Dot thou put thy truſt in God he'll rake thee to hea- 
ven when thou dieſt, who now allowelt thy ſelf in thoſe 
very (ins for which he hath threatned to turn men into 
hell > If indeed chou doſt ſo, then I hope it is ſome 
promiſe of his that thou borrom'ft thy crutt upon, or 
elſe it is a vain confidence: now ſhew me, if thou 
canſt, one promiſe in the whole book of God, that gives 
thee the leaſt ground to hope for happineſs, whilſt thou 
continueſt in an unregenerate - natural eſtate , m love 
with thy fins ; take thy Bible, and turn it over from one 
end to the other, and ſee if thou canſt find any ſuch 
place : but I conld ſhew thee an hundred Texts, where 
wrath is threatned to all anconverred Sinners , continu- 
ng ſuch. So that in plain Engliſh, thy truſt in God is 
no more than a wretched preſumption , that he will be 
ſo merciful as to break his word to fave thee ; and if 
mdecd this word prove falſe, then thy confidence will 
not deceive thee ; bur if it prove true, as for certain it 
will, then woe be to thee, for all this pretended truſt. 
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And oftthe very ſame ſtamp is thy reliance on Chriſt 


whilſt thou rebelleſt againſt him. For rell me, prethee; 
does the Goſpel ſay, that every man whoſhall believe that 


| Chrift will [ave him. ſhall be ſaved by him.let bis heart and. 


life be what it will. 1 am fare neither Chriſt nor his A- 


| poſttes ever made known fuch a doArine : and if 'thy 


taith be grounded upon any other Goſpel than Chriſt 
hath revealed, thou art like to go ſeek another Heaven 
than that he hath promiſed. For he hath told thee 
plainly,that without hol3ne ſs thou ſhalt newer ſee the Loyd, 
that he is the author of Salvation, only ro thoſe that ebey 
him, and that he takes off condemnation from none but 
ſuch who walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Now 
if thou do'ſt truly believe in Chriſt, thou wilt fer thy felf 
to ſeek for happineſs in- the way that he hath appoin- 


. ted, not in one of thy own devifing : for elſe ir is a ſign 


thou doſt not depend upon him tor falvation, but on 
thy own fancy or Satan's deluſions, or whoever it 1s 
whoſe dire@ions thou followeſt rather than Chrifts. If 
thou waſt in a place where two ways meet, and one man 
ſhould bid thee follow him in this way , and another 
ſhould bid thee follow him in the contrary way, if thou 
would' ſt come to thy journeys end: is it not plain that 
thou believeſt him whom thou followeſt ? Or if thou 
had'ſt ſome dangerous diſeaſe, and an able Phyſician 
ſhould tell thee, that if thon would'ſt depend upon 
him, by the help of God he would recover thee, and 
ſhould leave with thee ſuch and ſuch Phylick to take , if 
in the mean time thou ſhould'ſt rake a concett, that thou 
mighteſt be well without following his advice , ard 
ſome one elſe ſhould dire thee-to an eaſter and chea- 
per way, whereupon thou throweſt away his Medicines, 
do'ſt thou then depend upon this Phyſician for a cure ? 


| Thus the Lord Jeſus, the great Phylician of Souls, aſ- 
| (ures thee, if thou wilt depend on , and truſt thy (elf 


with 


_ Tx24) 


with him, or believe in him, he will keep thee from. that + 

everlaſting death whereof thou art in danger ,. and: to- | 
this purpoſe he ſends his Word and Spirit ro.cure thee. | 
of thy ignorance and - wickedneſs, which is the diſeaſe, 


of thy Soul , he would bring thee to Repentance , and 
thoroughly purifie and ſanfife thy heart : but. thou 
'think'ſt thus a tedious courſe, and wilt by no means ſab- 
mit to it,.come 0N it what will ; but fancieſt thou may'ſt 
be ſaved without ſo much ado, and that forſooth by re- 
liance on Chriſt... Is not this a very wiſe . bulinels, to 
rely onthe Phyſician for health, and throw away the 
Phylick that ſhopld procure it ? I know well enough 
what thou would'ſt have, Chriſt ſhall keep thee from 
Hell , -but yet by all means he muſt give thee liberty to 
live in fin ; that 1s, he muſt let thee carry fire in thy bo- 


ſome, but yer he muſt keepthee from being burnt; he 


muſt let thee drink poyſon, but yet he muſt keep it from 
griping thy bowels. But believe it, Chriſt came not into 
the world for any ſuch ends. This he hath purchas'd, that 
no (ins, great or (mall, ſhall damn that man that's tru- 
ly hambled for, and forſakes them, and depends upon 
him far a pardon, and is made holy in heart and life : 
but- not, that he who lives and delights in fin ſhould 
eſcape miſery , which is indeed a kind of Impoſlibility. 
For man is in bondage, and (in is his fetters ; now 'the 
Son would make us free, he would ſet the Captive at 
liberty,but muſt he not then take off his fetters ? Weare 
polluted, fin is our filth, Chriſt is the fountain. opened 
for our cleanling : and can we be clean it we will not be 
purged from our: filthineſs? Ve are Slaves to-Satan 
through our luſts, by which he leads us whither he will, 
Chriſt-would deliver us from this ſlavery, but, muſt he 
not then break theſe chains ? Sin is the Spawn or Seed, 
Hell is the fruit and off-ſpring , and if the Seed. be per- 
mitted to grow,muſt there not needs be the fruit ?, And 

this 
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 -preſuming that for all that, they will nor ſting him. 


this ſhews how man plainly deſtroys 


. "IF 
"OE 


s himſelf, whilft the © 
will hug his luſts which are a Serperit''in his bolome, 


Man by his {ins had deſerved everlaſting wrath , Chriſt 


-- came to ſave him from (in, and ſo- from wrath: and if 


men ' will not believe he came to *this' purpoſe, or 
will not improve him in order - thereto, muſt they 


+ Not needs aze in: their ſins, and ſo abide unacr that wrath 


which was before upon them, and\ which ſtill follows 
after ſin, John $8.24. and 3. 36. Att 4.12. lpno- 
rance of God is one part as well as cauſe of man's ' un- 
happineſs, and if men wilfully cloſe "their eyes,” that 
the light which Chriſt brings ro the world can have no 
entrance, muſt they nor of neceſſity remain in dark- 
neſs ? Exceſlive love to our Bodies, and to the com- 
forts of this life which we ſhall be ſtript of, and want of 
delight in God,and his holy ſervice, is the great miſery 
of a ſoul, and doth engage it in thoſe ſtrifes with it's 
Maker, that caſt men into an hell upon earth, and kin- 
dle the unquenchable fire : and if they will not give way 
to the Spirit of Chriſt, to turn the bent: and inclination 
of their hearts from the World ro Gad, dothey+nor re- 
tain their own certain miſery ? Thus thou ſeeſt how 
impoflible it is, even in the thing it ſelf, for all rejefters 
of Chriſt to eſcape damnation, ſuppoling they are bur 
continued in being, and left to themſelves ;, both which, 
Scripture aſſures us, will befall the impenitent 1n the fu- 
ture ſtate. But know moreover, to the breaking of thy 
heart in time, thy condemnation iis like to be: much 
more heavy for thy rejefting of Chriſt, than it would 
have been, if he had never come into the world, or-had 
never offered mercy to thee, Canſt-:rhou! in thy own 
Conſcience think, that thon who haſt' been fo importu- 
ned and begg'd by ſo many arguments, to accept of 


Chriſt, ſhalt eſcape as ea(ily as they that never —_ 
0 


hides but one ? why elſe does Chriſt denounce" ſuch 
woes againſt Chorazsn and Bethſaida , threatning them 


with worſe puniſhments than Sodom ant Gomorrah ? 


Was it not becauſe they enjoy'd more mercies, and 


greater means for. Repentance ? Do we not read, 


Heb. 12.2 5, that they who refuſe to bear the Son ſpeaking 
from heaven,/ball much leſs eſcape,than they who refuſed to 
hear the Prophets of old ? And of a ſorer puniſhment where- 
of they are worthy ? Heb. 10.29. Though I would not 


have thee negle&t the means whilſt there is any hope, | 


yet let me teil thee, it had been better for thee ro have 
never heard one word of the way to Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, than having heard, to {light and diſregard ir, 
Every Sermon thou haſt heard, every Book thou haſt 
read, and every Exhortation thou haſt had, and neg- 
leted , will fink thee ſo much the lower into Hell, 
Theſe very Lines which thou art now reacing , it 
they be not improved, wiil, without repentance, be 
remembred to thy ſmart another day. Be thou well af. 
ſured, though -God be che Father of mercies, and a God 
of bowels, . yer he cakes account of the mercies he af- 
fords his Creatures, and takes notice how they improve 
them : and if they be abuſed, they ſhall be ſeverely 
reckoned for, God will not be mocked by rebellious 
Creatures, nor ſhall his precious gifts be trod under 
feet, and they that do fach things eſcape unpuniſhed. 
Above all then, how will the love of Chriſt in dying for 
them make their doom more fad, if they be not cox- 
firained by this love, What torments can be great 


enough for the ingracitude and perverſneſs of fuch ? 


If thou, Reader, be one of them, 1 dare appeal to thy 
ſelf, whether thou deſerveſt not, for thy unbelict and 
impenicency, greater ſufferings chan if 'Chriſt had never 

died, 


efhins,or but ewy darkly 7 Shall nee. he thay abate 
ten Talencs'be more ſeverely dealt with, than he who Þ 
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F diec For ſuppoſethere vits a Traitor,who for his Trea- 
' fon being condemned to die, the King's own Son ſhould 
beicontent to have his tight hand cut off (to ſatisfie the 


Law, and terrifie the people from the like guilt hereaf- 
zer) that he might obtain a pardon of his Father for this 
poor man ; and when he had got ir, ſhould come and tel} 


| him what he had done , affuring him , that if he will buc 


take him for his deliverer, relinquiſh a]l his traiterous 


| deſigns, and become a good Subjeft, he ſhall not on- 


ly bave a pardon, but be taken into the Court, and there 
live in the greateſt favour and honour: but ſuppoſe he, 


| When hehath heard all , inſtead of a thankful acceptance 


ef his pardon upon theſe conditions, ſhould kick at the 
hand that offers it , and turn his back upon him with 
contempt, asking him, who wiſh'd him to trouble him- 


ſelf for him ? Nay, worſe than this, ſuppoſe, whilſt the 


Prince is holding forth his Pardon, he ſhould endeavour 
with a Knife that he had got ro ſtab him ro the heart, 
would'ſt thou not think that ſuch a Wretch deſerved the 
greateſt tortures that could be deviſed ? And more tor 
this his latter obſtinacy than for his firſt treaſon ? And 
if thou be found guilty of the very ſame, yea worſe per- 
fidiouſneſs and ingratirude againſt God thy Maker , 
and Jeſus Chriſt thy Redeemer, will not thy own Con-= 
ſcience conclude it moſt juſt , that the heavielt judg- 
ments ſhould be thy portion ? Waſt thou not liable to 
death, to all kind of miſery for ihy ſin ! Did not the 
Son of God humble himſelf ro rake on him thy nature ? 
and then to die a moſt ſhameful curſed death to pur- 
chaſe thy pardon ? and yet when he offers it upon con- 
dition of thy acceptance of him for thy Saviour, and 


| becoming a faithful Subje& to the Soveraign Majeſty, 


thou art ſo far from being to this, that thou 
rather takeſt encouragement from this mercy held forth 


by Chriſt in the Goſpel, to continue in — ry 
__ 


God, than which thou could'ſt not 6ffer a grearet injury! 


ro thy Saviour, to make him asit were a patron-of thy 
wickedneſs , doing far worſe 'than they thar- crucified 


him, | whilſt thou indeavoureſt quire to. pervert and 


take awaythe end of his Death , which was to reieem 
5 from all iniquity,and purifie wnto himſelf a ptculiar peo- 
ple zealous of good works, Tit. 2.14. And it indeed this 


be thy caſe, canſt-thou ſay one word in thy own excuſe, 


why all the plagues that are prepared for rebellious {in- 
ners ſhould not be poured out upon thee, who thus 
ſcornelt and abuſeſt thy compaſſionate Saviour ? 

By this time, | hope, thou art convinced, that there 
is abundant reaſon why thou ſhouldeſt accept of the 
Lord Jcſis Chriſt, to bring thee co the ſalvation he hath 
prepared for his people, in that way which he himſelf 
hath preſcribed. | That thou ' mighreſt nor want argu- 
ments of all ſorts, I have plainly told thee what's like 
toccome of thy obſtinate retuſal, And now after all I a- 
gain demand of thee, whether thy heart be brought thus 
thoroughly to conſent, that Chriſt ſhall be thy Saviour, 
and take his own way with thee, to keep thee from mi- 
ſery, and bring'thee to true blefledneſs' Art thou re- 
ſolved to give up thy ſelf to him, and follow his direQi- 
-ons, or Not ? Shall all chat hath been ſaid, do nothing 
to incline thee thereto ? Do'ſt thou think ir better to be 
commanded to go from Chriſt hereafter, than to come ro 


him ay his command for ſalvation here ? Canſt thou bear - 


his heavieſt indignation rather than his eaſie yoke Ge light 
burden ? Is there any thing in: becoming Chritt's fatth- 
ful. Servant worſe than being the Devil's everlaſting 
bond-ſlave ? Bethink thyſelf whilſt thou haſt leiſure,and 
ceaſe not theſe thoughts 'ull chou arriveſt to a true ſenſe 
of the things that concerrthee, and at length art farmly 
reſolved, without any-more baffling or dallying, to bind 
thy ſelf over to Chlgiſt by a firm Covenant, to be —_ 

is 


: hiv, never todepart from him, but in all things lincerely 


rocomply with him, and be guided by him, that thoy 
mayſt eſcape the vengeance- thy lins have expoled thee 
thee ro,and obtain th:t Glory to which he will aſfurcdly 
bring thee. - This isthat Covenart with Chriſt, or fa th 
in him, which 1 have bien all this while periwading 
theeto: wherein | told thee is contained thy Covenarc 
with God the Father, to love and honour him above all, 
as thy Maker, Ruler, and End, and with the Holy 
Ghoſt, to be ſanRified and led by him. Which Cove- 
nant evey man muſt be cordially entred into, that he 
may be fit to partake of the Lord's Supper , whereby he 
doth profeſs to conſecrate himſelf to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt : that is, to be a true Chriſtian, as by 
his Baptiſm he ſtands engaged. And this is the third qua- 
lification which is requilite ro all Communicants.. And 
it 1 ſhould name no more, hence it may ſufficiently ap+ 
_. who is fit co come to this Ordinance ; even he that 
ing acquainted with the Dotrine of the Goſpel con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, believes all that is there related 
to be true, and is ſenſible of , and d:eply humbled tor 
all his ſins, being ſtedfaſtly reſolved, by Goo's a[litarce, 
preſently from this time forward to forſake them, and 
1s unfeignedly willing ro receive the Lord J:ſus, to be 
his Saviour, upon the terms of ihe Goſpel, chat is (as [ 
ſhall next ſpeak particularly) he that relies upon him 
alone for the pardon of iz fins, and is willing..to be 
ſanRifed by his holy Spirit, that he may be made fit for 
an everlaſting communion with God, upon whom he 
hath placed his higheſt love. This-1s the man whom 
Chriſt will bid-welcome to his Table. Wherefore, 
Reader, if this be a deſcription of the ſtate of 1KY- Soul, 
let not Satan, or thy own fearful miſgiving heart per- 
ſwade thee, chat thou art unfit to partake of the. privi- 
ledges held forth tg Believers: but with a cheerful 
| K * bold- 


boldneſs addreſs thy ſelf to this Feaſt, which thy gra» Þ 


cious Lord hath -appoinred for thy. refreſhment and 
ſtrengthening,'cill he rake thee to himſelf into bis heaven- 
ly Kingdome: 

- Since I have already thus far diſcovered , what kind 
bf perſons Communicants ought to be, from the nature 
ofthis Ordinaiice, as it is for a Remembrance of Chriſt 
and his Death, which cannot be wichout the knowledge 
at him, repentance for ſin, and believing in him, I may 
therefore be briefer in the particulars that follow, in 
fhewing what more is included in: Remembring Chriſt 
at the Sacrament, ſince they ſerve bur tarther to illu+ 
ſtrate and confirm-what I bave already mentioned con-. 
cerning the qualifications of the Receivers, and ſince I 
may repeat ſome of ther in direQing thoſe that intend 


ro Communicate. 


CHAP. VI. 


IV. Aright Rewembring the benefits procured for u« by 
| the Death of Chriſt. 1. 7aſtification. | 


— — 


- F E that remembers Chriſt's death as he ought, car- 
not bnt remember what were the benefits. purchaſt by 
his Death for thoſe that believe in him : which benefitsare 
heldforth and repreſented -in the Sacrament, and' by it 
conveyed and aflured to the worthy Receivers, and do 
call for ſuitable diſpefitions and affections in them, as 
. Tſhall Gew particalarly. Of theſe benefits I ſhall name 
three'which are the-principal, and contain all: the reſt ; 
': Andtheſe are Juſtification, Santiification , and Glorifi- 
CAN, | KU Ted tf 
1+. The firſt is 7-ſ5/ication or the par aan of ſon (for the 
difference betwixt them 'is ſo ſmall , that 1 ſhall here. 
| | | take 


take no notice of it )which pardon Cliriſt hath obtained Ts ; 
by che ſatisfaRion he made to divine juſtice, by his per- . 


fe obedience and - grievous ſufferings, for the ſake 
whereof, Believers are releaſt from the rigour and curſe 
of the Law, received into the favour of God , and pre- 
ſerved from thoſe miſeries which othe: wiſe bad acccor- - 
yes their deſert befaln them, Gal. 3. 1 3. Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the Law , being made a cnrſe 
for #5, Heb. 1.3, When he had by himſelf pargedour ſms, 
&c. Heb 9.26. — But now he hath appeared to put away 
ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. Rom. 3.27, 14+ For al 
have ſixned and come ſport of the glory of God ;, being juſts- 
fied freely by his grace, through the redemption that us #1 fe- 
ſus Chriſt , with multitudes of the like places. And ihe 
Bread and Wine ſet apart for the Sacrament, do repie- 
ſent Chriſt's Body that was gives and broken for ws, Luk. 
22,19. 1Cor. 11-24, and his Blood which was ſhed 
to procure our pardon, as you may read expreſly, at. 
26,27,:8. And he took the Cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of tt : For this #s my . 
Blood of the New Teſtament, which # ſhed for many for 
the remiſſion of ſins , that is, this Wine doth lignthe 
and repreſent my Blood, in which the New Covenant 
berwixt God and Man is founded and eſtabliſh'd, .and by 
which remiſſton of (ins, and all other conſequent bene- 
fits of this New Teſtament or Covenant are purchas'd, 
And thoſe Sacramental ations of giving and receiving 
the Bread and Wine to eat and drink #t, do hold forth 
and confirm the mnatual Covenant betwixt God and 


. Man. As it ſeals to the Covenant on Man's part, (that 


he will receive Chriſt as heis offered, and be devoted 
ro him, and to God by him,) I have ſpoken to it under 
the foregoing Head ; and to all who {incerely do thas, 
God hereby feals to them, that he will be their God, re- 
conciled to them through his Son; and that Chrift wich 
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* >, /PAll his benefits ſhall be theirs z and therefore as one 
// VPrincipal benefit , that all their iniquities for Chriſt's 
C.ke ſhall be torgiven them, Even as the Miniſter , who 
Is here in God's ſtead, offers them the Bread and Wine, 
whereby a crucified Chriſt, with the bleſſings he pur- 
chas'd, are fignified, ſo doth God make over all theſe to 
a believing Soul, which doth as really and truly, though 
in a ſpiricual manner, receiveeſus Chriſt , by conſen- 
ting to take him for his Lord and Saviour , as with tys 
hand he takes, and with his mouth eats, and drinks the 
Bread'and Wine. Now in anſwer to that particular 
priviledge, pardon of fin, which hereby is affured to us, 
there is required in us a dependance upon Chriſt for 
this pardon , that is, an expeRation and hope, that God 
for his Son's ſake will pardon our (ins, that they ſhall not 
be charged upon us, to condemn us at the great judg- 
ment day, but that we ſhall then be cleared from all 
accuſations, and ſecured from thoſe miſeries into 
which the ungodly ſhall be ſentenced ; and this we are 
to look upon as ſealed to us by the Sacrament. And it 
is to be conlidered, that this dependance upon Chriſt for 
a pardon, is one part, or an effe& of our ſaving faith in 
him : for they who believe that he is the Redcemer of 
the world, and are willing to be ſaved by him from 
their wickedneſs, and ſo trom hell, they will rely on 
him to obtain forgiveneſs by him, and according to 
the knowledge they have of their Repentance and 
Faith, the conditions of this mercy, they will che more 
confidently expe& it. But as it is oftentimes difficult 
to bring the trueſt Believers to this a& of Faith, in that 
meaſure as may give them comfort, ſo it is more difh; 
ev}t to beat the moſt negligent our of this refuge, who 
Wouid cheat themſelves with a conceit, that ro hope 
for mercy through Chriſt is all that's required of them. 
But. know , the pardon which God offers is upon 
| | condi- 
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condition of our willingne(s to accept of Chriſt to teach 
and guide, to ſanRifie and ſave ©s, which I have oft 
mentioned, as that believing in Chriſt which the Go- 
ſpel calls for, and entails ſalvation upon : and then they 
in whom this willingneſs is wrought, are bound to be. 
lieve, that all God's promiſes, made to ſuch as by his 
Grace they find themſclvs.to be, ſkall be fulfiil'd : and 
therefore particularly they ought ro believe, that ac- 
cording to his promiſe, he will blot out all their tranf- 
greſhons , for his ſake who was bruiſed for them ; and 
upon the ſtrength or weakneſs of this perſwaſion doth 
theic comfort very much depend, though not their fafe- 
ty ſo much; (incethe want of it commonly proceeds 
from an ignorance of themſelves , rather'than an unbe- 
lief of the promiſes: ro which I ſhall ſay ſomething 
hereafter, leaſt any ſhould think they muſt not come to 
the Sacrament, becauſe they have not a confident per- 
(waſion that their (ins ſhall be pardoned ; and therefore 
. think they have no Faith. Now from what hath been 
ſaid, it farther appears, Thatgnone but penitent Believers 
are worthy Receivers: tor to ſuch, and none but ſuch, 
doth God in the Covenant of Grace - promiſe pardon, 
and therefore to them only it is-that he conveys and 
aſſares it by the Sacrament, which is a Seal of that Co- 
venant, and ratifies no more than what that promiſerh, 
And indeed none- but ſach do in good earneſt defire 
or ſeek after a pardon : for none bur they are ſoundly 
convinced of their need of it, by reaſon of their breach 
of that Law which doth accuſe and condemn them. Ig- 
norant ſenMeſs ſinners, that run” on deſperately in 
their wicked courſes, without any thought or fear of 
thoſe judgments that are ready to be executed upon 
them, and never take to heart how they have incenſed 
the Divine Majeſty againſt them, do not uſe much to 


bube their thovghts how they ſhould turn away this 
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wrath, and prevert this miſery. The fear of lickneſs, 
poverty, diſgrace, or the like temporal evils, doth much 
more take them up than the fears of Hell, and accor- 
dingly their daily care is to avoid thoſe rather than this, 
He that is {1ck prizes the Phyſician, whilſt he that is in 
health, cr thinks he is ſo, cares little tor him or his 
Medicines. A poor priſoner that hath newly heard rhe 
ſentence of Condemnation from the Judge's mouth, 
and knows he s a dead man in Law, what would not 
hedotoget a Pardon from the King * Or oh how 
thankful would he be to the Man that ſhould do it for 
him? Whilſt another that knows not himſelf to be 
guilty (though he may be really ſo) wonld take himſelf 
little beholden to any one that ſhould make him ſuch 
an offer, to wit, of the King's pardon. Even thus ſhould 
you come to a {tupid Sinner, and be able to aſſure him 
that God was reconciled to him, he would be very little 
mgyed with the tidings, for this is not a matter whereof 
he uſed to make much doubt, or greatly concern him- 
felt one way or other : but gould you ſurprize him with 
the news of a great Eſtate being fallen to bim, oh what 
an extalie of joy would you caſt the poor man into! [ 
confeſs when thefe careleſs ones come .to be awaken- 
on a death-bed, or by a fit of fickneſs, then they do 
deed earneſtly deſire, that their ſins may be forgiven 
1m, Notwithſtanding the great afteRion, they had to 
ne Devil's drudgery, they have no mind to receive the 
'3ges which he affords them, Though they have loved 
;;nfſo well, that they would never part with it whilſt 
'hey could keep it, yet ſince now they canKeep it no 
longer , by no means are they willing to go to that Hell 
co which their {ins diretly led them. Loth they are to 
cake leave of their |u{ts, 'rii] they come to the very 
mouth of the Grave, but then fain they would rid their 
hands of them : for they knozv, if they go rogether one 
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ſep farther they are like to rue it for ever. Whilſt they 
could taſt the pleaſures of ſin they wallowed feciirely 
in it, but now ſickneſs hath ſpoil'd theic raft, and pur 
them out of temper, they ſeem ſomewhat more invi#- 
ferent to it : but eſpecially fearing , leaſt they have al- 
ready had all the ſweetneſs, and that: nothing bur bit- 
ter dregs are at the bottom of the Cup, theretore now'ur 
length they would throw it out of their hand. And this 
[ fear is ordinarily the beſt of a Death-bed Repentance, 
which many build their hopes ſo much upon. They may 
be in good earneſt afraid of being damned, and- there- 
fore are ſorry that they have brought themlſelyes into 
ſuch danger : but what's this to an ingenious ſorrow 
for having offended a good and gracious God, and to « 
loathing of ſin for its own vileneſs ? which are necef- 
ſary to make our Repentance right, And nor onely 'ar 
death, its like, but in time of health alſo, there are m03- 
ny who would be very willing to have their {ins par- 
doned, if it might be, upon ariy other condition than 
forſaking them. If bare confeſſion and begging ot mer - 
cy might ſerve turn, or if coming 'to the Sacramypt 
might ſerve turn, and yer ſtil] rhey might live as they 
liſt, few would go without a pardon. But remiemthef, 
God no where & oh pardon to any man abſolutely, bur 
upon a certain condition, which except we perform, we 
cannot look for the promiſed mercy. What this con- 
dition is, I have before told you, even that you ſhould 
repent of, and give diligence to forſake all fin, and re- 
ceive Chriſt ro be your perfe& Saviour : upon no other 
terms therefore expe@ to have pardon confirmed to 
you by the Sacrament, which will no farther avail you 
than as it receives power 3nd efficacy from the promile, 
without which it 1s a Seal to a blank Paper that will war- 
rant you to claim nothing. Suppoſe a Landlord ſhould 
make you a'Leaſe of an Houle, upon condition thar 
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you would own your ſelf his Tenant,and yearly pay him 
ſome ſmall quit-reot, and fhould ſet his Seal to this Leaſe, 
all this would ſtand you in no ſtead, if you denied that 
you was his Tenant, and refuſe to pay he Rent he re- 
uired. Wherefore to know whether your hope of par- 
lon be upon good. grounds ,and ſuch as will not fail you, 
examine whether you are-ſuch kind of perſons as 1 have 
betore deſcribed, wherher you are humbled for , and 
brought out of love with every (in, and do with firm 
purpoſe of heart cleave t9 the Lord Jeſys. | 24h 
0 bring you thus to depend upon Chriſt tor a par- 
don, ina right manner,and upon ſure grounds, the con- 
{iderations I, laid down under the laſt particular may- be 
of uſe, fince this is one part of that faith in Chriſt, which 
I there exhorted you to ; that was an acceptance of him 
in all his Offices ; this; hath a peculiar reſpe& to his 
Frelly Office, and i5called Faith is his blowd,, Rom. 3« 
25. Onely to adde a. word or two.more, for the quick= 
ning of all fuch who have not much laid it ro heart, how 
to get their {ins pardoned, as if they thought it was a 
thing of no great conſeqence : Con(ider, | beſeech you, 
Whether the Incarnation , ' Life and Death. of Chriſt 
was not a matter of huge importance to the world ! and 
rel] me, Reader, doſt nor think thou art. as nauch con- 
cerned herein as any other man ? Hag'ſt not thou as 
much need of his Death as any? And therefore doth 
it not ſtand thee upon, to ſee whether thou (hareſt in the 
benefits of it as much as it doth any man breathing ? 
And tell me farther, it all this preparation, in the Go- 
ſpe] had been made for thee only , and Chriſt had come 
down from heaven, and ſuffered on the Croſs for thy 
ſake alone, that thoy mighteſt be ſayed by him on the 
fame terms that now thou.may'ſt ; and (hovld have ſent 
thee a Meſſage , calling thee by thy. particular name, 
aflaring thce ot all this, and belceching thee to accepr 
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of theſe offers of life ; doſt thou think all this would 
have - convinced thee of the greatneſs .of Divine love, 
and. of thy need of mercy ? And would. it. have; a- 
' Wakened thee to. make out after the ſame,” and 19 dg 
all that was required to obtain i ? If fo, why then wile 
thou not now be perſ{waded to the ſame care?! Since: the 
Goſpel ſpeaks to thee as particularly as it it named 
the ; and the mercy is as great, and thy, need of it as 
mych as if.thou alone waſt concerned in 1t ; and thou 
ſhalt never have the, lefs' benefit, nay -rather more, by 
having others to ſhare with thee in ic ; but thy auſery,, if 
thou miſs of a pardon , - will be never the les, tor ha- 
ny companions in the ſame ſad caſe with thy 


Once again let me ask thee, thou who.now art ſo in- 
ſenſible ot thy need of a pardon, that thoy, wilt not take 
pains t@ get it inthe way thou art commanded, woul- 
deſt rhou be contented at any rates, abſolutely and ex- 
preſly ro-part with all hopes and expectations of it ? It 
thou migh.'ſt be hired with a thouſand or ten thouſand 
pounds,-would'ſt thou for ſuch a ſum of money, pro- 
tes; thou. didſt renounce all right and title ro Jeſus 
Chriſt,, and all hopes, of mercy through him! Or 
wonld'{t thou give this under thy hand: in writing to the 
Devil, -or to any man that, would help thee to a great 
Eſtate? what would'ſt thou think of thoſe who thonld 
do-thus ?. would ſt thou not look upon them as moſt 
wretched forlorn creatures ? Why, be it known to thee, 
if through negligence and ſtupidity thou ſeek not out 
after;an intereſt in Chriſt,that thou mayſt be pardoned 
and ſaved þy hjm, thy condition will at length be found 
as miſerable as theirs. If there ſhould be certain acres 
of ground.in T-eland, promiſed to any one that would 
go thither ro poſſeſs them, he that would not take the 
pains to go over, would have no more drngge BY 
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them; than he that ſhould- formally renounce his tight 
thereto : even fo by careleſneſs and” ſloth mayſt thou 
loſe all benefir by Chriſt, as certainly as thoſe: poor 
creatures that 'are- drawn to make compatts with the 
| Devil, and ſell away their Souls for a thing of nought. 
-+*To conclude, if nothing I have hitherto: ſaid *will 
move thee, conſider, I entreat thee, whether this thy 
undervalning of pardoning mercy will remain always, 
Sins thon baft, 1 know thou wilt acknowledge, yea, ma- 
fy and great fins, ſuch as would ſink thee to the loweſt 
hell if chey be laid to thy charge. Do'ſt thou not grant 
this ? Andrhou'canſt not but know, that there will at 
length come day of reckoning for theſe thy ſins : and 
doſt thon think when thou muſt ſtand before the Judge, 
atid give vp thy-account, that thou ſhalt not earneſtly 
deſire a pardon'then'? will it then feem as indifferent a 
thing as now it does ? Then, I ſay, when without it 
rhou muſt beſentenced to keep company with tHe De- 
vils, in the mid'ſt of ſchorching flames, for ever andever. 
Arid thou canſt not ſare be ſo gnorant as nor'to knew, 
that none ſhall Have a pardon ther hat thoſe who' got it 
mow : that's a day for examining, and declaring' what 
our eſtates are, whether good or bad, that we may be 
dealt with accordingly, not  a'time for getting them 
made better, if they were nought before. ' Wherefore 
if thou beeſt nor a very Brute, only to mind what is be- 
fore thee z if thou haſt any foreſight, any belief of this 
Judgment-day thar thou art going to, now rouze up thy 
felf, and with all ſpeed and induſtry labour to get that 
dog, which within a while, to thy own moſt lively 
ne will be. ſ@ needful , ' and Rand thee in ſo much 
Read.  And-when thou art wronght tro ſach a ſight of 
thy miſery as makes thee deſire after mercy, and to 
ſuch a loathing of thy (ins as firs thee for it, then thou 
may'ſt be affured , that God for Chriſt's fake will be 
ana gracious 
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thyſelf to the Sacrament, and take it: 25 a tarther aſſus 
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gracious to thee,: and thon may@& comfortably addre#s 


rance from God, that his I of Rn Gy 
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"CHAP. VII. 
T be ſreontbenefs P $andÞifiation 


T HE ſecond reat benefit purchas'd by the Death 
of Chriſt, 7 held forth in the Sacrament, *s 
Santtsfying , Saving Grace , tor the enliveningand 
lirengrhe ning the Souls of Believers, "There is 0+ txrnth 
more plain 18 the whole Goſpel, chan. that one gecat 
end of Chriſt's Death was, to. obtain: from the- Haber; 
that the holy Spirit thould: accompany: the: proclaiming 
of the Goſpel, to. entighten- the minds and ſaitem: the 
hearts of hoſe who ſhould not wilfally refiſt his yorks 
ings, that they might entertain -the' erueb ii abe'dove 
thereef , and thar on theſe) greater, meafures-of.: 
ſhould be poured forth, to make thee ig all thiogs *ton- 
formable to their Maker, according '20 the - capacity of 
rheir natures :- which - was the great” delign of the Re- 
deemer, even toreſtore Apoſtate creatures -10 the jmage- 
of God wherein they. were created; thar ſo they: :mighr 
be made meet for his ſervice here, andthe fruitzon, of 
him bereafter, A moſt Jamencable miſtake it is to tons 
fine Chriſt's death only to the procuring of a pardon; 
and keeping (inners out: of Hell, ſince this was: bar'a- 


order to-a work of grace on their heatts, and only ſuch 


who ſubmicts rhis work ſhall at laſt bave a ſhare 'm"the 
abſolute pardon. For ſuppoſe a company of Prifoners 
were taken in War, who being weak and wounded, 


cannot return into their own Countrey , but muſtpre-. 
{emily 
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fently be put to death by the King that took them ; and 
in the meantime comes their own Prince, and pays a 
great ſam to obrain, that the execution of them may be 


put off for ſome time, and that his Phyſician may uſe me- 


dicines, and apply plaiſters to as many as are willing, 
and that all ſuch, when they are made whole, ſhall be 
ſent to their own homes : and the reſt who will not be 
ruled by the Phylician, but ſpit out his potions, becauſe 
they are bitter , and. chrow away his. plaiſters, becauſe 
they make them (mart, they are to remain in their pri- 


ſon, and be put to death as they were ſentenced. Here 


weſeethe ranſom that was paid, was firſt to ſtop the 
Naughter of the priſoners , and to get liberty ro uſe 
means for their recovery to health and ſoundneſs ; and 
ſecondly to obtain, that the recovered ſhould .be ſet 
free to' return to their own connmrey ; and not onely 
the contempt of the ranſome , but of the Phyſician, 
would bring Death. * Thus had we by the Fall, both 
brought our ſelves into. danger of preſent deſtrudtion, 
and'difabled our Souls, that we could not return to that 
ſtate whence we fell ; but the Sun of God undertakin 

our Redemption, obtained for us, that the ſentence 0 

condemnation ſhould not ſpeedily be ' executed , and 
that there ſhonld be aſſured hopes of eſcaping deſtru- 


ion; and returning to happineſs, for all thoſe who 


makenot their condition deſperate, by continuance in 
ſin, and: rejeting of the cure which his Spirit would 
work upon them : now the work of his Spirit is to plant 


and increaſe grace in their hearts, to heal the diſeaſes, 


and remove the weakneſs which: {in hath cauſed, that 
they may be enabled to walk in the ways of holineſs to 
their everlaſting reſt : and the ſending forth of his hea- 
ling Spirit was the fruit of his blood : Now as it will 
afluredly damn men to deſpiſe the blood of Chriſt, as if 
- &-was of no force to be aranſom, nor to attain thoſe 
| | ends 
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ends for which the Goſpel Gich it was ſhed , ſo is it as 


inſtance now given, the Phylick 


* VB TY TÞ  * I AN 6 Qs 


_ 


dangerous and damnable to refiſt and ſlight the Spiric 
of Chriſt, let them pretend what eſteem they will for his 
blood, A like miſtake alſo it is, owing from the former, 


- to limit the notion of free grace to meer pardoning mer- 


cy, when as it includes — Gracealſo: for inthe 
hope was as free a gift 
to the priſoners, as the ranſome that was paid for them, 
notwithſtanding this was without them, and the other to 
be taken into them, And in like manner is the giving of 
the Spirit into us, as purely from the grace and mercy of 
God(though merited by Chriſt) as the giving of his Son 
for us, & accepting of us for his ſake, This I was willing 
to hint, leaſt any when they hear or read of being ſaved 
by Free grace, (hould dream of a Salvation to be had by 
a meer pardon, without being ſanRifed by the Spirit. 
That the making men holy in their hearts and lives 


. Was a principal end of Chriſt's Death, without which 


no happineſs is to be attained, is, I ſay, a truth ſo evi- 
dent in the very tenour of the Goſpel, that it may ſeem 
needleſs to produce particular preots ; yet amongſt the 
reſt read theſe few, Eph. 2.10, We are his wor p 
created in Chrift 7eſu unto good works, &c. Eph. 5.25. 
26,27 —Chriſt loved the C hurch,and gave himſelf for or, 
that he might ſanttifie and clenſe it,8&c.; and that it might 
be holy and without blemiſh. 1 Joh. 3, 8. The Son of God 
was manifeſted that he might deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
x Pet. }. 24. Who bare our ſms— that we being dead to ſin 
ſrould live unto righteouſneſs. Tit. 3. 4, 5,6. —- Ac- 
cording to his mercy he ſaved #4,by the waſhing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on «a 
abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Read alſo 
AMatth.1.22. Lak, 1.7, 5. Rom.6. 11.Gal:1. 4. Tit. 2. 
12,13, 14+. Heb. 9. 14. Now though I acknowledge it 
1s by the help of the Spirit, 1bat we are brought wn 
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Here: for faith ir ſelf @ the gift of God; "Eph 2. B;'yer © 
F think- we* ſhall (ordinarily find the” promiſes of 'the ' 


Spirit to be made to thoſe 'who /2re already Believers , 
to advance and carry on the work of God upon their 
Souls. ' And to this end, and of this nature is that'Grace 


which is Ggnified and. given torth-. by: the Sacrament; * 


even co refrefl1 and nouriſh the Souls of Believers, to 
confirm and ;increaſe thoſe graces that are wrought in 
them, "and ro bring them forward'to- farther deprees-of 
perfection. And thus muck the very Elements them- 
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ſelves do teach-us:: for as Bread is the ſupport and ſtay of * 


life,and Wine that which makes glad the hearr of man, 
and both are needful tor the maintaining of life, and in- 
increafing our ſtrength, ſo are the 'Body 'and Blood of 
Chriſt alike neceflary and wſetn} co our Souls : for he 
himſelf hath told us, that his fleſh z meat indeed, and his 
blood is drink indeed , and that he who eats his fleſs and 
arinks his bleed dwelleth in him, and hath eternal life, with 
mach more to the ſame purpoſe, ohn 6. The proper 
meaning whereof, as will appear by the Context, and 
the occafion of that Diſcourſe, | fappoſe, is, That they 
who believe in him; having the: ſame expeRarions of 
| ſpiricual life from him, that they have of temporal life 
from their tood;, and accordingly receive , digeſt, and 
improve his dotrine, hoping for remiſfion © of fins 
through his- Blood, giving emertainment ro his Spirit, 
and arc filled and fed 

out, that all ſuch ſhall live for ever. And then in a ſe- 
condary ſcnle, theſe words may be applied ro the $a- 
crament ; fo far as this faich in Chriſt , whereby grace 
is expeed and derived from him, is here particularly 
ated: for thus he who in the Sacrament eats the fleth 
and drinks the. blood of Chriſt hath eternal life ; that 
is, he who comes' with that fitneſs of Soul as to be made 
partaker of the bleſſings and mercies hereby preſented, 
$7 h 


and 


with thoſe graces which he gives * 
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| into him, as members do live by 


| Wine, and muſtbe hungred after by all chat come 19 


receive ſairable ſupplies of Grace. © To the fame pur. 
poſe ſeems the Apoſtle to ſpeak, 1 Cor.'t0..16,17. The 


| Cop of bleſſing which we bleſs is it notthe communien of the 


blood of Chriſt ? and the Bread which we break i it not the 
Communion of the body of Chriſt ?' For we being many 
member: are one tody. As if he ſhould have ſaid; Hereby 


We have a communion with Chriſt himſelf, we profe 


our relation to., and intereſt in him ; and the benefits 
which come by him are communicated to us who truly 
believe io him; his Spirit is diffuſed and ſhed abroad up- 
'on us, and thereby we, who make up one myſtical bo» 
dy, whereof he is the Head, _ united and ipgrafted 

im, being ated and 
upheld by that life and vigour which he gives and cons 
tinues to vs. 

Since then here is ſpiritual food, ſanRifying Grace 
beld ferth and communicated to Souls rightly diſpoſed, 
this farther informs us what kind of perſons Commu- 
nicants ought to be. The diſpofitions of Souls particu» 
larly ſaited to this benefit are, 1. An earneſt deſire after 
grace to be given in, and 2. A reſolution to improve this 

ace received, Hither Chriſtians are to come, earneſtly 
onging to have communion with Chriſt himſelf, who 1s 
not onely the Maſter of the Feaſt , but the very food 
whereupon the Believer lives ; and: this communion we 
have by his liberal communications of the graces of his 
Spirit to neceſſitous Souls, This defire of grace is that 
which is ſignified by thoſe expreſſions of hungring and 
thirſting, which we ſo often meer with in Scripture; 
anfwerable ro which the Spiritual things deſired are re-: 
preſented by things to be eaten and drank, as by Bread, 
Meat, Milk, Water , and Wine; And they are- here' 
ſhadowed forth under the Elements of Bread and: 


this 
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this Otdinance : which teacheth us, that none ave fit to \ 
come, who have not already received: ſuch beginnings of | 
grace, as may can/e them to long for more , who have nox | 
ſuch a ſpiritaal life wrought in-chem, as may pur them |, 
upon care to have this lite ſupported and Increas'd. None 
can feel hunger burtthey that live.; none can delire af- |, 
ter greater meaſures of Grace, who have not in ſome # | 
ſort known and .talted the ſweetneſs and excellency 
thereof. But no. humble Souls need therefore be diſ- 
couraged, as if they were not worthy to feaſt at this 
Table, where none are welcome but ſuch as have true 
Grace wrought in them, lince — be confident of 
their acceptance, if they can really find in themſelves 
an appetite to the.provitions made for them, an hearty 
and- ſincere deſire, that their Spiritual wants may be 
ſupplied, their weakneſs ſtrengthened, and all their di- 
ſtempers healed : and what true Chriſtian, whoſe Grace 
is never {o low, but finds in himſelf a love to, and a | 
longing after more? But this indeed condemns thoſe ; 
who feel no need of any nouriſhment for their Souls, 
- and therefore ether wholly negle& Sacraments, and 
other means whereby it is to be had, or eiſe come with- 
out any ſtomach at all, and content themſelves with 
the thel] and outfide of the daty , which will never feed. 
them. Theſe full Souls, that loath the Honey-combe 
are like to be ſent empty away, whilſt the hungry oniy 
(hall be filled with good things. . Now to ſuch lickly, 
liftleſs Souls, that even nauſeate the moſt wholſome 
food, I would fay ſomething briefly in order to their 
cure, to bring them ſo far into frame that they may 
come with quickned appetites, and enlarged defires 
to the Lord's Table, as perceiving there are ſuch good 
things here to be had, which they do moſt of all ftand 
inneed of. 
i. Inorderhereto, labour to ger ſenſible what needy 
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empty areatures youre :\ for till then you are ny like &s. 


(eek our ' tor a fupply.. Conſider, ..l. mean, chicily, how 
deſticure you are by:nature, and to this. very day, ,, of rhat 
Which is the true riches, - the beaury and dignity of the 
Soul, in that you are ſo unlike to God, ſo full of corrups 
tion and wickedneſs , ſo empty , of that Spiritual wil- 
dome: , that holineſs, humility, heavenly-mindedpeſs , 
and the like excellencies, which-alone can render. you 
amiable in the light of your Maker. You cannot imaz 
gine , if you have well ſtudjed your, own hearts, that 
you brought into the world with you, All that Grace 
which is of abſolute neceſſity, to perfect and accom- 
plith your Natures, and it is too ſad a fign you are till 
withour it, whilſt you have no- more mind to thoſe 
means which God hath ordained for the conveyance 
and inereaſe of it, - How happy a thing now was it, if 
you were but thrqughly convinced of your own wants'! 
when you do but perceive you need tood, or rayment, 
or phylick, how induſtrious and impatient are / you 'cill 
you have one way or other got what you would have * 
And thus ardent]y delirous wauld you be after the Gra- 
ces of God's Spirir, if you did rightly apprehend , that 
theſe are the tood, and cloathing, and phylick ot the 
Soul. But alas, how do people generally labour, un- 
der.the fouithneſs, and ſelt-conceicedneſs , \. which 
was charged upon the Laodicear Church , that thought 
ber ſelf rich znereas'd with goods neeling nothing, and knew 
not that ſhe was wretched and miſerable, poor & blind, ani 
naked, Rev.'3,17. "Tis one of the greateſt difficulties 
imthe:world to. bring men to judge. of their poverty or 
riches by the temper and frame of their Souls; ro con- 
vince them char-they are poor and. needy, whilſt they axe 
graceleſs, though they -ihould overflow in wealth and. 
abundance of al] external things. © 
: 2. Wherefore in the next: place, let;! me, adviſe, you 
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10 beware of a ſecret miſtake which ruin millions, in ime- & 


£iming. that outward comforts may ſerve well enengh tomaks 
amends for all your neceſſities ; that the husks ot worldly 
enjoyments may ſerve inſtead of the Bread that is in 
the Fathers houſe, Oh take heed of inordinate thirſting 
after theſe puddels, or of wallowing in them. Doe not 
ſo- eagerly purſue ſuch unſatisfaory trifles as carnal 
profits and pleaſures, which divert you from the pur. 
ſuir of thoſe things that moſt concern you , but examine 
wel} what there: is in them to do good to an immortal 
Soul, which you cannor but account your beſt part. Be- 
ware then of being ſodevoted to the plealing of your 
fleſh, thar you ſhould be thereby ſtupified to a regard» 
leſneſs of your Sou], The luſcious fare which the world 


_ afford+, cloys the mind of man, and ſpoils his appetite, 


and puts him out of reliſh with his own moſt proper 
food. This is the undoing of the moſt, they are ſo tull 
of the Creature, if not in their hands, yet in their hearts, 
that they have no mind nor room , fo entertala any 
thing of God there. Every man breathing finds himfelt 
a needy Creature, that cannot live upon himſelf, bur 
moft have ſomething from without brought 1n to give 
him ſatisfa@ion : but then the miſery is, they think their 
wants are all of that nature, that things here below may 
fupply them. The poor think there is nothing they need 
{9 much as better tood and raiment, more plenty and 
eafe and eſteem inthe world z and they who abound 3n 
theſe things, becauſe they fee others excell them, think 
rey want ſuch and ſuch greater Eſtates and. Dignittes to 
make them happy, Though they find after all heir at- 
ratmments, that ſtill they are reſtleſs, diſcontented, 
and wanring ſomething elſe, they ſcarce know what : 
which might convince them, that it'4s onely from God 
they can receive fatisfaQtion, by having their natores 


pertected with thoſe Graces which may fit chem for that 
communion 
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communion with him in love and delight , wherein the 
Soul of man cah onely find reſt and contentment. This, 
I fay, they might learn from thoſe reſileſs infinite de- 
lires of their own hearts, if they would but heedfully at- 
tend to the nature thereof : but being more cruel to 
thernſelves than any Parent to his Child, when the Soul 
calls for Bread, they give it a Stone; endeavouring to 
putit off with thoſe things that concern the body alone, 
whilſt chat wirchin them , which is moſt needy, 1till re- 
mains ſo, and is ſuffered to pine and ſtarve, As if an 
hungry man ihould 61] his mouth with meat, and let no- 
thivg down into his Stomach. Whilſt you are tondly 
endevouring to quiet your minds , and accomplith 
yout ſelves with any thing that is wichout your Souls, be 
it fiches , pleaſures, honours , friends, and all the ac- 
commodations of the outward man, which the World 
moſt dotes upon, you are as verily beſforred and decei- 
ved, as he that thinks to caſe a violent pain at his heaze 
with putring on a rich Suir of Clothes ; or to ſupply the 
want Of enlivening blood and ſpirits by painting his 
tace, Your neceſlities and diſeaſes are deep and 1n- 
ward ; your very Souls are out of order, and nothing tn 
the World will do you any good, but what gets wittin 
you, and changes your apprehen(ions, deſires and atie- 
ctions, and makes you quite other perſons than now 
you are. Whetefore | would beg you to fix this. truth 
deep into your minds, That ſince you are become poor and 
naked through the loſs of God's Image, which was the riches 
and beamty of the reaſonable creature, it's never like tobe 
well with you,” ill you bt ag ain reſtored to his Image : which 
is by being brought 1 the knowledge and love of him, to an 
anverſal ſubmiſſion, and exatt conformity to his will. 

3- And when you are brought tro this knowledge of 
your wants,and the nature of them, then conlider well, 
that 38 #8 by feſres Chriſt alone that you can be ſatisfied and 
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ſupplied. The Law was y by Moſes, but by him comes 
grace and truth, 1 John 1.17. He is the Mediatour, 
through whom, and for whoſe ſake we receive from 
God whatever our Souls ſtand in need of. He by his 
death hath pnrchas'd all things neceſſary for our falvati- 
on; he is aſcended on high, and hath received Gifts for 
his People. As King and Head of his Church, he com- 
municates to his Members thoſe Graces, that by his death 
and interceſſion he hath obtained tor them, and they 
are repleniſh'd with the- fulzeſs of him who filleth all 1 
all. And then you are to rake norice, that Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed-duties to be performed by us, and ſet up Ordi- 
nances, which we are diligently to attend upon, and by 
his Spirit accompanying them, he conveys Grace to the 
hearts of thoſe that are conſcionable in the uſe of theſe 
mezns. _ Such are hearkeningto , and meditating upon 
the Word, 7oh:17.17, Sarttifie them by thy trath, thy 
word is truth. 1 Pet. 2.2. As new born Babes aecſire the 
ſincere Milk of the Word that you may grow thereby. And 
Prayer to the Father in his name, ohs 1 4. 13. Luke 11, 
I 3. — How much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Spirit to thoſe that ack him, Jam. 1.5. If any man lack 
w#ſdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men liberally 
and upbraideth not. and it ſhall be given him, Such allo is 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme, being duly improved, Gal. 
2.27 For a3 many of yow a4 have been baptized into 
Chriſt have put on Chriſt, Rom. 6. 3, 4. 1 Pet. 3.21, 
Andiaſtly, this receiving of the Lord's Supper, which 
is our feeding upon Chriſt who is the Paſchal Lamb ſa- 
crificed for us, and herein to Bdlievers, 1n a Spiritual 
ſenſe, is afforded a Communion of the Body. and Blood 
of Chriſt, as we may find inthe Apoltle's..words before 
mentioned. And when you have but arrived to a ſenſe 
of your own indigence , and Chriſt's fulneſs ſuitable 
thereto, there will neceſſarily ariſe in,you, defixcs after a 
partl- 
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| participation of that fulneſs , which will bring pou 
to, and prepare you for thoſe Ordinances, wherein theſe 
delires may be gratified, 

Laſtly, I would adviſe you to beware , of ever enter- 
taining a conceit, that you are become ſo full now,that you 
need nothing : for that's a plain ſign you are poor and 
know it not , your Stomachs are filled with Wind in- 
ſtead of ſolid meat. And whilſt you are puft up with 
this ſelf-conceit, you will be hindred from ſeek- 
ing after what 'you really want, He that thinks his 
Barns full when they are empty , may through this 
miſtake firſt live in idleneſs, and after come to beggary. 
He that dreams of ſuch perfe&ion, as makes. all helps 
Chriſt hath appointed needleſs to him , neither knows 
himſelf, nor conſiders what a God he hath to ſerve, nor 
what a Law he hath given him to walk by. It's much to 
be feared, that he who thinks he hath Grace enough, hath 
yet got no ſaving Grace at all, He that knows enough 
15 very ignorant, he that's humble enough is ſtil] excee- 
ding proud, and ſo of the reſt, For he that hath taſted 
that the Lord #4 graciow , longs after fuller commu- 
nion with him: He- that drinks of the Water Chriſt 
gives, though his fickly thirſt after Creatures will be cu- 
red, yet will ſuck a thirſt after more of Chriſt ariſe in 
him,as will never be quench'4,'rill he be drench'd into the 
Ocean of graceand joy, Wherefore ſtudy thy ſelf, ſtu- 
dy the duty of this whole preſent ſtate, wherein we are 
enjoyn'd to grow #2 grace, and learn hence fo much hu- 
mility, ſo much wiſdom, as to own' thy neceſfities, and 
net'po- about to cover them ,- for they will not always 
be hiid ; but rather uſe all means ro ſupply them whilſt 
they are afforded. IN 
:+And as there is required in all Receivers an earneſt 
longing after ſanRifying Grace, which is here vouchfa- 
fed; {othe other qualification ſuitable herero, I told 
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you is 2 Reſolution ta improve thu grace , that is tolay it 
out, and ſhew forth the rroit \of ir 1n an hely converſa- 
tion. This is an effect of the former , and indeed necel(- 
ſarily flows from the nature of Grace, which is no way 
delirable but for uſe and exerciſe : nor is it poſſiblethas 
ir ſhould ordinarily lie ſtill in the heart, and not be 
brought forth into AR, and ſhewn in the life. He-that 
deſires patience, humility, purity, temperance, to what 
purpoſe is it but to overcome the temptations, which he 
meers with in the World to the contrary vices, and to 
ſhew forth theſe fruits of the Spirit In all his converſe ? 
Whence it appears, that no man 1s worthy to come t0 
the Lord's Table, who ts wot reſalved by the grace of God 
to live an holy life, and to be led by the Spirit in all his 
ways. He that hath got any fin which he js reſolv'd 59 
keep, is not like to. have any defire after that Grace 
which ſhould-mortibe and quell his fin: nor any mind 
ro remember that Death which was to aeliver us from 
this preſent evil world, He's like to be far from a right 
remetnbrance of. Chriſt, who will nor. be perſwaded to 
imitate him: for certainly that's one end. of our re- 
membring his Death, that we may thereby be drawa to 
follow his Example, which he gave us then as well as in 
his life, by bis conſtancy, patience, . charity to his Ene- 
mies, and ready relignation of himſglt. to his Fathers 
Will. As he walked, [o qught we to walk, and from his 
very death may we tetch directions for our life. This 
reſvlution for holineſs which I am ſpeaking of, is in-. 
deed one branch of our faith in Chriſt, being no othee 
than our conſent to take him for our Kiog , to guide and 
govern us in all our thoughts, words, and actions : and 
therefore having ſaid ſomething to it undes that Head, 
as alſo the former of Repentange, I ſhall at preſent paſs 
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CHAP. VIII 
The third benefit is eternal happineſs with God, 


3-"T"HE laſt of thoſe benefirs which 1 named, ob- 

rained for us by the death of Chriſt, and tro be 
remembred at the Sacrament , 4 eternal happineſs. 
It is by his 7eſarretFion from the dead, and conſequently 
by his death, chat Believers have a lsvely hope of an inhe. 
ritance incorruptible unaefiled,that faderh not away,reſer- 
ved in heaven for them, 1 Pet. 3,4. It was his Blood 
that redeemed thens to be Kings and Prieſts ts God,Rev,s, 
9,10.He gave bis Fleſh for the life of the wor{d, Job.6.5 1, 


By Jeſus Chriſt God calls us to eternal Glory, 1 Pex. 


5,10. He opened the entrance into Paradiſg, which 
ſin had ſhut np. It was his will not onely that they who 
believe in him, ſhould be kept from the place where $a- 
tan was, but that they ſhould alſo be with him where he 
&, John 17.24. This he pray'd for, this he died for , 
and'is gone before to prepare a place for them , and 
keeps them here to prepare them for that place, and 
being ready they ſhall enter into the Kingdom. He 
receives their Spirirs when they die, and will raiſe up 
their Bodies at the laſt day. Now their life 1s hid with 
Chriſt in God, and when he appears, then ſhall they alſo ap- 
pear with him in glory, ' Coll. 3.3, 44 Be we ſure then 
this Death of Chriſt cannot be remembred as it ought, 
it the Glory purchas'd thereby be forgotren. How can we 
remember a dying Chriſt, but withall we muſt call to 
mind, that he vanquiſh'd this death, is riſen again and 
aſcended into Glory, whether in due time he will exalt 
his People. Moreover that Covenant which is ſealed to 
by this Sacrament, promiſeth an everlaſting Kingdom 
to Believers : andcan any man forget ſuch a benefir, 
even whilſt he is receiving a confirmation of his righe 
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toit? Again here is that Grace given out which is the 
pledge, the ſeed, the beginning and foretaſt of Glory ; 
here 1s' the Mear that- endures to. everlaſting life : and 
who can forget his Journeys-end whilſt he is taking 
food to rengthef! him tor his Travel f To condgude, 
bere's 'a communion of Sajnts , which does in fome 
meaſure ſhadow.out-and ignihe that pertett communi- 
on which they ſhall have one with anether, when all the 
Elect ſhall be gathered from rhe four corners of the 
t-arth , and with Abrabam, Tſaac , and 7acob ſhall fir 
down, and for ever remain in the Kingdom of. God; 
Now hence it appears, that the worthy Receiver muſt 
be-one, whe hath taken the heavenly glory for bis portion , 
who hath got a treaſure above, and there placed, his 
hearr-and his hapes: tor none but ſuch a one can with any 
lite and raiſednefs remember this Glory , which is to be 
revealed. He that is wont to ſolace himſelt with the- con- 
templation thereof, will rejoyce in ww cs hath 
a rejation to it, much more in the refffembrance ot thax 
price that was paid for it. But how can the Earthworm, 
whoſe Soul lies. groveling upon the duſt, bring hunlelt 
to any affectionate thoughts of hidden treaſures,. which 
cannot be got into his Bags nor Cofters,which he cannot 
ſo much as get alight of, Nor can the ſwiniſh volup- 
tuous ſinners, that teed upon. none but the muddy de- 
lights ot ſ:nle,- take any comfortzin the forethoughts of 
pure and ſpiriual--pleaſures, ſuch as are prepared for 
exalted purified, Souls. Any , whoever they. be, that 
place their chjef, contentment '6n. Earth, are. not like, 
with any pleaſure, to think of that time, when they maſt 
leave this Earth, - and. enter upon another ſtate, where 
are no ſuch” ſenſual - Enjoyments as here they bleſt 
themſelyes in, Ignorant, narrow Souls have no heart-tq 
think of what i2ll. be thouſands and millions of years 
[o-come, T hele poor ſorgid Spirits are ip gleweg 10 ibs 
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little trifles of the world, that they look not ſo high as 
after Crowns and Scepters which Chriſt hath in ſtore for 
his faithful followers. And they who never took much 
pains to ſecure and clear up their evidence for Heaven, 
but have taken it for granted, that they muſt needs go 
thither at laſt, or counted it an indifferent thing whe- 
therthey do or not , will be far from thoſe lively ap- 
prchenſions of the greatneſs of that love which pur-= 
cha&dit, and ot the excellency of the bliſs it ſelf, which 
are neceflary tor him who can rightly remember Either, 

Now to bring thoſe who are yer ſtrangers hereto, toſach 
an apprehenſion of the Glory ro come by Chriſt, that 
they may chuſe ir as their portion, and ſo be joyfully ta- 
ken up in the exp<Rations thereof : in one word I 
would defire thee, whoever thou art , that haſt but fo 
much common reaſon as to diſtinguiſh» berween good 
and evil, to conlider well whether thon haſt not a Soul 
as well as a Body,and whether ths Soul muſt nor remain 
in being and alive, when thy Body is rotting mn the 
Earth, and whether then it doth not as much, yea infi- 
nitely much more , concern thee to ſeek ont for ſome- 
whar, that may at chat time make thy Soul happy, than 
for what may now pleaſe thy Senſes. Yea, lince thou 
muſt live ſomewhere for ever , think whether it is not 
more worthy thy care, to provide for an everlaſting 
well-being , than tor the conforts 'of a frail ſhort life, 
If thou art thus far convinced, then make an mpartt- 
al ſearch, whether there be any thing here below that's 
able ro make thee-perfe&tly happy. "Thy Houles and 
Lands,thy Pleaſures and Honours, will any,or all of theſe 
give in all that'felicity which thou delireſt or need- 
eſt? Are they of theſame nature with thy Soul ? or 
will they Jaſt as long as it will laſt? muſt nor all thy 
merry days 2t length come to an end? Ard wilt thou 
beever the better tor all thou haſt enjoy'd waen once 
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it's over ? will the remembrance give thee any ſatisfa- 
Rion ? In that night wherein thy Soul will be required 
of thee, what advantage wilt thou have from the goods 
thou had'ſt1aid up for many years ? yea, or from thoſe 
oods thou had'ſt liv d upon the years before ? When 

Earth and all its works ſhall be burnt up, where will 

all thy poſſeſſions and treaſures be ? If thou haſt no- 
thing to live on , but what will be turned into flames, 
what wilt thou then fix upon ? At that day when there 
ſhall be no marrying or giving in marriage, no Wives or 
Children, no Relation or Friends, whoſe Society will 
afford any ſuch comfort as here it did ; when the inte- 
reſt of Princes and great ones , whoſe favour was here 
thy ſhelter, and thy Pride ſhall all be vaniſh'd, what will 
thy confidence in men avail thee ? Examine theſe or 
any other outward prop whereon thou leaneſt, and ſee 
whether it be not a broken Reed ; And if ſo, except thou 
art reſolv'd againſt thy own happineſs , methinks thou 
ſhould'{t now onely make choice of that which will ne- 
ver give thee cauſe to repent what thou did'ſt, as all 
things will, but the eternal Glory which God hath pro- 
miſed to thoſe that love him, But he that can once up- 
on good grounds ſay, This Heaven us mine, 1[ ſtall ſee the 
face of God with joy, and live in his love for ever, may now 
lead a ſerene and cheerful life in the mid{t of ail oc- 
- Currences ; and need not be daunted at Death it (elf, 
but rather rejoyced, as it takes him to the pofſeſſion of 
his treaſure, wafts him to his own home. - Wherefore, 
if thou love thy life, be perſwaded to aim at this higheſt 
glory; let nothing ſhort of it content thee, think -no 
condition hard co get it ; reſt not *till thou haſt madeit 
as ſure as thou canſt that it's thine; and then having 
thas fixt thy end, thou mayſt trave| on w'th alacrity 
and (peed, and take abundance of comfort in the fore+ 
thoughts of thy tuture bliſs, in uſing all helps afforded 
Wy in 
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in thy journey to it , and in the remembrance of that 


« De > %* 


precious Blood which was thed to purchaſe it , and by / 


conſequence wilt be fitted to celebrate the Sacrament. 


A——_— 
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CHAP. IX. 
V. It muſt be a thankful Remembrance. 


m—_ poflible that the death of Chriſt can be re. 
membred as it ought, without the moſt hearty and un- 
feigned thank fulneſs to God, for ſo great and glorious a mer- 
cy. Hath he the heart of a man that can contemplate the 
ſufferings of Chriſt , and the infinite unſpeakable bene- 
firs thereby procured for poor ſinners, and not find him- 
ſelf raiſed to return thanks and praiſe to God, for his 
gracious dealings with mankind ? This duty is ſo pro- 
per to the Lord's Svpper, that hence it anciently obtain= 
ed the name of Egchariſ}, a return of thanks, Since 
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then, every man who partakes thereof, ought to be thas 


truly thankful to God for his love revealed in Chriſt, 
this again acquaints. us what kind of perſons Commu- 
nicants muſt be, namely,ſxchwbo are capable of rendring 
acceptable praiſe to Godwhich doth bur vive farther evi- 


dence of the neceſſity of thoſe qualifieations before 


Iaid down. None bur ſuch as have been made ſenfible 
of the evil of lin , and of the danger they were thereby 
liable- to, will be. heartily thankful for that mercy 


which prevented this miſery, by purchaſing and vouch-/ 
ſafing the forgiveneſs of their ſins. How formal and 


hypocritical are his thanks like to be for Chriſt, who 
never yet ſaw, what need he ſtood in of. him ? Will he 
thank you for a. Plaiſter that never felt himſelf woun- 
ded? Can he have any grateful ſenſe of the love that 


pluck'd poor ſinners as Brands out of the fire, who never 
perceived 
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perceived himſelf in: any ſuch danger ? 'Can ' he be 
thankful for eaſe and 'reſt , who never felt his ſtrong 
luſts, nor the curſe of the Law and wrath of God, as any 
load or burden upon him ? Nor can he be thankfyl 
for the Grace that is given by Chriſt, who had far ra- 
ther keep his ſins, than be renewed and ſanCtifed, + Lit- 
tle thanks will he return for the light who 1s but diftur- 
bed and troubledwith it , and {o far aſhamed by it, that 
he cannot purſue his wicked deſigns with that freedome 
and eagerneſs as he could before whilſt he was more 
inthe dark, where he had ſtill rather remain. How'can 
he thank God for Grace, who reje&s and deſpilſeth jt ? 
For being / taken out of the ſnares of the Devil, who 
wilfally faſtens.-himſelf into them ? Will he praiſe God 
for liberty and.. ability to ſerve him, who faith of his 
ſervice, what 4 wearineſs is 1t ? "and thinks 1t would be 
better for him-if. he might liveas heliſt , and never” be 
put- upon ſo much trouble as. Godlineſs brings along 
withit ? Norcan he be thankful for: the Glory to be 
had by Chriſt, who hath not a ſound. perſwalion of rhe 
certainty and excellency of it, and who hath not firmly 
reſolved to take it for his. portion. He that knows. no- 
thing better than bodily: enjoyments, and would-think 
himſelf undone was he itripr of theſe, is like- to' be.very 
cald 1n giving thanks for ſpiritual bleſſings. In a-word, 
he that is ſenlable of no great benefit he ſhall have by 
Chriſt either here. or hereafter , cannor be expe&ed to 
have any great meaſure of thankfulneſs tor this ' mercy 
which he fo little underſtands. :-\And: this is the caſe 'of 
all unhumbled, unſanRifieg ones,. to- whom the Goſpel 
1s.hid, their wind bene by the God 'of this 
World: And af;; theſe poor: ſenſeleſs Creatures ſhould 
with a few feigned words pretend: to give God thanks 
for Jeſus Chriſt, yet would it be but the Sacrifice of 
Fools, a mecr lip. ſervice, and theretore no way acceprta- 


ble 
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ble tothe. moſt holy God. Yea indeed they would 
hereby 'but very ſolemnly mock the Divine Majeſty, 
whilſt they thank him for thoſe mercies which they will 
not acceptat his hands z praiſing him for Jeſus Chriſt 
and the benefits he brings, whilſt they will have none 
of him or them, on the terms that God propoundeth, 
No, no, it is onely the broken-healed heart, the hum- 
ble raiſed Sou}, that can be feelingly and affeRionately 
thankful ro God for a Saviour, who hath wrought fo 
great works for them, and in them, and laid up fuch 
great proviſions for the time to come. They that were 
loſt but are found , they that were dead but are alive, 
in theſe will their heavenly Father take pleaſure, and 
theſe will rejoyce in his love , and return praiſe to him, 
who ſent his Son, to ſeek and fave that which was loſt. 
To bring men into ſuch a ſtate and frame, that they 
may be diſpoſed and enabled , from.an inward ſenſe of 
his Goodnefs, to render ſuch thanks to the Father of 
Mercies , as may be well-pleaſing to him , I ſhould 
onely need to repeat what was before laid down to 
bring them to accept of Chwſt , which when once they 
are brought to, and arrived to any hopes of their accep- 
tance with God through him, then both in heart and 
voice, with their lips and lives will they adore and praiſe 
him, who called them out of darkneſs mto his marvellous 
light. Wherefore ſtudy well your many and great ne- 
ceſſities which Chriſt alone can ſupply. Conlider to 
what miſeries by (in you ſtand expoſed , from which: he 
alone can keep you.. Remeinber what he did and ſuffe- 
red, how low he condeſcended for the ſake of man , and 
remember your own utter unworthineſs, that ever the 
leaſt love or regard ſhould have been manifeſted ro 
you; and yet conſider what great things are done for 
you, into how good a ftate matters-are-brought, what a- 
bundant bleſlings are freely- beſtowed onthe _ 
an 


and believing, what rich and precious promiſes ate 
made them, what mercies are given for this life, and 
that ro come,Grace and Glory,and whatever is good for 
men, nothing is withheld from them. Ler but the confi- 
deration of all the rich and precious priviledges which 


Chriſt gives to his Servants, (ink into thy Soul, and then Y} 


thou wilt find it even impoſſible, not tro magnike the | 
Author and Purchaſer of ſuch Gitrs ; nor wilt thou be a- 
ble to refrain from expreſſions of thy Gratitude and 
Love ; and therefore maylt worthily come ro the Sacra- 
ment , there to exerciſe and expreſs thoſe holy affe- 
Etions. 
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CHAP, X. 


V I. Jt muſt produce a holy love to Sams; 


E that righily remembers the Death of Chriſt, 
and well conliders the infinite love herein ſhewn 
to mankind, cannot bur be thereby wrought to an hearty 
love to all his fellow Chriſtians. And that's the laſt quali- 
fication I ſhall mention , neceſſary for all Communi- 
cants , and which flows from their remembrance of 
Chriſt, to wit, that they be in charity with all men, and 
have an eſpecial endeared love to all true Chriſtians, both 
thoſe that communicate with them and' others. To this 
great duty of brotherly. love we have the moſt forcible 
engagement thar ever could be imagined , by the exam- 
ple ot our blefſed Lord laying down his life for us ; and 
his behaviour ar death, even praying for his perſecu- 
tors,doth ſufficiently rell us how we ought to behave 
our ſelves rowards our bitrereſt adverſaries. We fre 
then what aſpirn we ſhall have wrought in us by a right - 
remembrance of our dying Saviour, not onely coward 
Our 
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our.friends but our Enemies themſelves. As for that love 
that ought to be amongſt all true Chriſtians, we find 
this is the new Command, that he hath inculcated upon 
us, and obliged us to by the great example of his, unpa- 
rallell'd love, that we alſo ſhould love one another, 
foh. 15,12,13. 1 70h. 3,16. And this he hath made 
the very Badge of his true Diſciples, whereby they 
ſhould be known from the reſt of the world, 7ob. 1 3. 
34, 35- And one particular end of our meeting toge- 
ther at the Lord's Table, is to teſtifie and ſtrengthen our 
mutual love. This we ſhew by our eating and drinking 
together, which is the cuſtome of Friends : and this 15 
one reaſon why this Sacrament is called the Communion, 
in that Chriſtians have here the moſt endearing tellow- 
ſhip with each other. For hereby is not onely repreſen- 
ted their union with Chriſt their Head, and their {piritu- 
al communion with him, but that neerneſs of rclation 
they have amongſt themſelves, being myſtically uni- 
ted into one Body, whereof Chriſt is the Head, 1 Cor. 
10.17. For we being man) are one bread, and one body : 
for we are all partakers of that one bread.Each Chriſtian is 
ſo related to and joyned with the other, that they go ro 
the making up of one Body, as the ſeveral Grains com- 
patted together make one Bread , and by their joyac 
participation of this one Bread, they declare themſclves 
ro be but one Body, the Children of one Father, living 
in one Family, and feeding at the ſame Table, upon the 
very ſame food, even upon Chriſt himſelf, who is the crwe* 
bread that came down from Heaven, and upon their being 
wy united to Chriſt as Head , is founded this their {o near 
| and intimate relation to each other , ro be Fellow- 
' Membersof the ſame Body ; as they that have the fame 
 Soveraign are Fellow- ſubje&ts, they that have the ſame 
Parents are Brethren : and by their feeding on this Sa- 
cramental food , and Chriſt himſelf therein, from _ 
38 
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the whole body being fitly joyned together makes increaſe un- 
to the edifying of it [elf in love, Eph.4.1 5,16. having here 
a communion with him, which. fills and as them with 
the ſagae Spirit ;- hereby, I ſay, they receive a farther 
bond and diſpoſition to the greateſt unity of hearts and 
affections. So that we are eſpecially engaged before 
our attendance upon this Ordinance, to go our way, ard 
be reconciled to our Brother. The leven of malice, among(t 
all other wickednels, is to be purged out, when we keep this 
Feaſt, 1 Cor. 5.7, 8. And indeed we lhall find this 
the general ſenſe of People, that they ought to be in 
charity with their Neighbours before they come to the 
Sacrament, whilſt they diſcover too little ſenſe of the 
necellicy of other Graces that are equally needful ; yea, 
whil(t they remaindeſtiture of this very charity it ſelf, 
which they acknowledge to be ſo neceſiary : tor, alas ! 
they are not (o calily brought ro the practice of their 
duty as to acknowledge and commend it. For the plain 
truth is, nore can riſe up to this excellent temper of 
Spirit, wherein one half of our Religion conlitts, but he 
wao 15 ingrafted into Chriſt, and cransiormed 1nto his 
likenels by the Spirit of love , which may direct thoſe 
wid are yet void hereof what courſe to take for the at- 
tainment of the ſame, namely, to get united ro Chriſt 
by a living taith and fervent love, whereby they (hall 
fiad kindied in their breaſts a new affection to all that 
do with them love the Lord Jeſus, For certainly 1t 1s 
not enough tor us, that we have nv malice in our hearts 
againſt any, nor wiſh them any hart ; this is a. poor 
deiciipiton of Chriſtian charity, and may be tound in'a 
Titrk or few,but there ought to be in us, belides a gene- 
ral love to ail mankmd,which makes us delirous of their 
good, a peculiar render love to all Chriſt's faithful ſer- 
vants, Which cauſeth us to take delizht in them, as ſuch 
Ig wiom we behold the image of God fhtning: forth 41n 
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their holy converſations; and begets in us rinfeigned de= 
fires for their good both'of Soul and Body, and makes us 
willing to contribute our affiſtance thereto, according to 
our ability and their necc{{ties; inward or outward, and 
inclines us to rejoyce in their good 'in ſome meaſure 
as if it was our own ; and hereby our hearts are ſo knit 
rothem, tharwe hold greateſt yamiliariry with them, 
and take pleaſure in their ſocieryt and confetence, and 
niore eſpecially in ſoyning with them in the worſhip 
and ſervice of God. This is a moſt ſweet atfeion, and 
the exerciſe of it is exceeding pleaſant to'a' gracious 
Soul : which, was'it more common'in the world,would 
reform it trom- a wilderneſs into a kind of  Paradice 
and the perfeAion of it , will be one great part of our fu- 
rure happineſs, But this 'true- Chriſtian love * can 
dwell in none but ſuch in whom God dwells; who is 
love. Onely they who are recovered out of the ſelfiſh 
carnal ſtate, -and are brougkt home to God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, are the men that are. capab'e of this (incere love 
to their brethren, - for which many clear reaſons' might 
be given, was iLneedful and pertinent, Bur this' may 
ſuffice tor all, that this aff:@ionis grounded upon, and. 
follows our ſpiritual relation,” and therefore 4 man muſt 
firſt be in Chriſt himſelt -} before he can love another 
purely as his brother in Chriſt, as a tellow- member of 
the ſame body. : He that hath not ſubmitted himſelt to his 
Prince, cannot love another upon account of his being 
a fellow ſabjeR with him. ro the. ſaine 'Soveraign :'' And 
hence ir is'we find this given in''as a charaGter of our 
Regeneration, 1 fob. 3.1 4. Hereby we know we ave paſt 
from death to life, becauſe we love the brethren; Moſt cer- 
rann 1t 1s, that they who find nor' in Fierhſelves 4love ro 
any people in the world upon account of their being 
made like tro God in holineſs, are deſtitute of tru: love 
to God himſelf, Wherefure 1 would adviſe youto my 
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your ſelves by this note, look into your own hearts, and 
look abroad amongſt thoſe you hold your deareſt 
friends, and examine what it is that draws out your love 
rowards them. Are they therefore dear to you, becauſe 
they appear to you to be lovers of God, and ſuch as 
have a great zeal for his Glory, becauſe they are of pi- 
ous exemplary lives, and therefore (fo tar as you can 
diſcern ) of gracious ſpirits? Do you love them as 
thoſe that are bought withthe ſame blood , and ſanRi- 
hed by the ſame Spirit with your ſelves As ſuch who 
are helpful to your Souls, or receive help from you, and 
walk in the ſame holy. way,and with whom you hope to 
live for ever in the fame Glory ? Or is not all your atte- 
&tion founded upon carnal reaſons, and! beſtowed one- 
ly npon your kindred, or ſuch that have done you cour- 
telies in worldly matters ; but as for the' reſt, you ſee 
no reaſon, why you ſhould love one more than another, 
Nay farther, do you not find your hearts ſecretly rife - 
againſt ſuch holy perſons, as-I before mentioned, 10 thar 
you had rather be in any company than theirs, and: 
could even wilh the world rid ot them , becauſe their 
blameleſs lives do condemn and {hame' yours ; and ' 
fomerimes their loving 'admonicions cheek and diſturb 
You,as :Lot was a trouble to the Sogomates ?: Are you not. 
t0iarfrom. a reverend eſteem of Godlineſs:, that you 
can rather ſcoft at it, though perhaps under other names, 
and arc prone to think it nothing elſe but fancy and 
tolly io be ſo-ſhy- of ſin, and ſo extream.caretul, to. 
pleaſe God £ It it be thus, for certain you are no better 
than haters of God. himſelf, as he-is:holy and juſt, 
thoughitmay be youthink not ſo much by your ſelves. 
He that loves the Father will love the, Child alſo, ſo 
far as he's like him ; he that loves the perſon will loye 
his piture. He that Ioveth not his brother whom he hath 


ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath not ſcen ? 1 Joh. 
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4-20, Wherefore ſee to get your hearts deeply affcR- 
ed with the Glories and Excellenctes of the blefled God, 
and you will find your (elves carried out to a great e- 
ſteem of any ſhadows and reſemblances of thele in his 
people. Let Chriſt be once the chieteſt of ten thou- 
ſand ro your Souls, altogether loveiy and delireable, and 
then you will count thoſe in whom he hath copied out 
himſelf, and (hed abroad his own Spirit, tv be the only 
excellent ones upon earth, in whom you will rake great 
delighr, You will then ſo fall in love with his Image 
wherever you diſcern it , that in compariſon thereof 
you will even di{dain all thoſe worldly excellencies , 
which do ſo dazle the eyes of ſhort-lighted , mean-ſpi- 
rited ones. That humility, purity , reverence of the di- 
vine Majeſty, gentleneſs, goodneſs, and all other 
fruits of the Spiric, which diſplay themſelves in the be- 
haviour of the truly ſanRified, will inake them appear 
more honourable in your eyes, and render them far 
more dear to you than thoſe, who have nothing ro com- 
mend them to your eſteem, but that chey have great E- 
ſtates, wear brave cloathes, and have high titles conferred 
upon.them : though you muſt not be wanting in thoſe 
reſpeRs that are due to outward Frearneſs, yet if you be 
Chriſtians of a right ſtamp, you will be ſuch as David 
mentions , When he deſcribes a Citizen of Z 50x, Pſal. 
1 F- 4. Onein whoſe eyes avile perſon ts contenmed, but be 
honoureth them that fear the Lord. Yea farcher, you wilt 
ſee more reaſon for your love to thoſe that are holy, than 
to your brethren or neareſt kindred in the fleſh , or ths” 
ro thoſe that are onely of the ſame opinions and princ1-. 
ciples that you your ſelves are of, which do laments 
bly confine and regulate the atteRions of the moſt? 
Bur the right Chriſtian temper is far more generous 
and large , for being derived from the bowels ot Chriſt, 
it begers the ſame diſpoſition in the Souls wherein ir 
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dwells, according to their capacity, that is in Chriſt 
himſelf, And therefore they hate none. , they envy 
none : as for the wicked miſerable ones, they pity, and 
even mourn over them, as we find Chriſt did, and .with 
patience and meeknels are ready to give them all the 
help they can, to bring them out of their uncomfortable 
dangerous eſtates ; but all whom they have reaſon to 
believe Chriſt loves, that walk as he hath enjoyned all 


-his friends to do, theſe they'dearly love : And ſuch 


errours or infirmities, which will not cauſe Chriſt ro 
withdraw his favour from them, will not take off their 
afteions : for they dare not pretend to a greater {tridt- 
neſs than their Lord, leſt what they might call pare 
zeal for him, ſhould be found pare ſelfi/oneſs. And 
therefore they dare not make their own private appre- 
henſions, which they find not in_the- Creed, rior in the 
Goſpel, the ſtandard and meaſure of ſuch as muſt paſs 
for godly, and be thought worthy their regard and 
eſteem, which is the conſtant note of one addicted to 
a party : bur, I ay, they would have their friendſhip 
as-large as their Lord and Maſters, fince tis for his fake 
that they have any friends at al'. Such is the affeRion 
which God's Spirit works in his people, and with which 
they are poſſels'd (o far as they are fram'd and moulded 
by his Spirir. | 

+" But moreover, the charity requiſize.in Communicants, 
conliſts not onely in a cordial love to.the Godly , whom 
rhey are to reckon upon as deireſt friends , but alſo in 
forgiveneſs of injuries to all that are their enemies , and 
have: done or endeavoured to do” them wrong : which: 
temper 15 of flat neceſſity to all that would come wor-: 
thily.co this Ordinance. Hither men come expecing 
a-pardon ; andcan he look for a pardon of his many and 
frainous (ans from the great God-of- heaven and: earth, 


who will not forgive ſome ſmall offence that he may 
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have received from his fellow-creature ? Small, I fay, 
for the greateſt injury that can be done us by another is 
exceeding ſmall , and not worthy our notice ſo far 
as we our ſelves onely are concerned therein. Selfiſh 
men will never believe this, but it's a certain truth, 
and fo plain, that many ſober heathens do with great 
earneſtneſs inculcate it. Alas, what can they do but a 
lictle hinder our thriving in the world, or deny uz that 
reſpe& we would have by their careleſs carriage, or 
ſpeak meanly or falſly of us to leflen our credit ? Such 
like trifles as theſe are the worſt that we ſhall ordina- 
rily meet with from our bittereſt enemies. And are 
theſe ſuch inſufferable injuries, that by all means we 
mult ſeek to be revenged ? Surely, ſuch a wicked ſpirig 
cannot enxer into the breaſt of a Chriſtian, that remem- 
bers what he hath done againſt God, and yet what 
I from him, and what he hath alretdy recet- 
ved. 

And indeed there is nothing more likely to bring us 
to the performance of this dury to our brother, than the 
ſerious conlideration of the infingte mercy God hath 
ſhewn to us in ſending his Son, and freely tendering 
forgiveneſs through him. This we find prels'd upon us 
Eph. 4.32. And be je hind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgrving one another even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath for- 
geven you, Col, 3.13. Forbearing one another, and for gi- 
ving one another : if any man have a quarrel againſt any, 
even 44 Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo doye. And to engage 
us the more,our forgiving of others is made a condition 
of being forgiven our ſelves, Aatth. 6. 14,1 5. For rf ye 
forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly father will alſo 
forgive you ;, bat if you forgive men not their treſpaſſes.neis 
ther will your Father forgeve your treſpaſſes. How hard- 
hearted muſt that ſervant be,who,when his Lord hath for- 
given him ten thouſand calents, takes his brother by.the 
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throat, and caſts him into priſon for an hundred pence ? 
How juſt is it that all the former debt ſhould be charged 
by his Lord upon ſuch.a Servant ? as you may fand 
in the Parable at large, Aatth. 18. from 23 to the 
end,where,after Chriſt had told , how terribly that un- 
thankful cruel Servant was dealt with , he addes ver. 
laſt, So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto jos, 
if Je from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
treſpaſſes To love God above all, and our neighbour as 
our ſclves, are the two great commandments , Where- 
on depend the Law and the Prophets , and which coms+ 
prehend all our duty : and to both ot theſe we have the 
greateſt help, and ſtrongeſt obligation by the Death of 
Chriſt that ever could be thought on. Shall we not 
love him that, hath thus loved us ? And fhall we not 
ſhew pity and compaffion to others who have received 
ſo much our ſelves ? Yea, who ſhall be ſhut out from 
mercy if we be unmerciful ? No ſpirit in the wor'd 1s 
ſo contrary to the Golpel as that of malice and revenge, 
and retaining a ſ:ciet enmity and ſpight againſt any 
perſon whatever. As thou would'ſt efcape the ſociety 
and portion of Devils hereafter, beware how thou now 
entertaineſt this Deviliſth nature, than which nothing ts 
more frequently forbidden in the Goſpel, and nothing 
more flatly enjoyned than the contrary temper, Gal. 
5.20, Now the ſruits of the fleſh are manifeſt, whith are 
theſe, adultery, fornication, &c. hatred, variance, emnla- 
tions, wrath, ſirife, ſeditions, hereſies emvyings, muraers : 
ver.2 2. Byt the fruit of the Spirit us love jo),peace, long- 
frffering gentleneſs, gooaneſs, faith, meckneſs, &c. Col. 3. 
8. But now ye alſo put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice, 
blaſokemy,&c. v.12, 12. Put op therefore ( at the eleti of 
God, holy and beloved) towels of mercy, kindneſs, humble- 
neſs of mind, meekne;s, long-ſuffering When the Apoſtle 
Pail wrote to the Corinthians to rectific the —_ 

they 
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they were guilty of, in reference to the Lord's Supper, 
the firſt hos he falls upon,” 1s the Diviſions that nk 
amongſt them, 1 Coy. x1, 18. That compoſedneſs of 
Soul, that humility , ſelf-abaſement , and humble de- 
pendance upon free mercy, which are ſo abſolutely ne- 
cefſary for him that would profit by this Ordinance, do 
all call for a quiet , charitable frame of Spirit roward 
Our brethren, when we berake our ſelves thereto. 

And thus by (God's afliſtance) have 1 in ſome mea- 
ſure ſhown, from the nature and deſign of this Ordt- 
nance (which is to keep up the remembrance of Chriſt) 
how thoſe perſons muſt be qualified who can duly at- 
tend thereupon. To repeat their deſcription once a- 
pain: They who are furnith'd with the knowledge of 
the 2 opal Bras truths of Chriſtian” Religt- 
on, and do believe them to be indeed truths , being fo 
verily perfſwaded that Chrilt is the Saviour of the world, 
that they heartily conſent to rake him for their Saviour, 
and therefore being kumbled for, and reſolved preſently 
to turn from all their evil ways, Yo humbly expeR (or 
at leaſt earneſtly deſire) the pardon'' of their fins from 
the mercy of God for his ſake ; and are truly willing ro 
have their hearts ſanRified by the Spirit of God given 
out through him, that they may lead an holy life ; and 
do depend upon him to bring them to everlaſting Glory 
. the enjoyment of God, upon whom they have ſer 
their deareſt love, and choſe him as their onely portion , 
being fincerely thankful for the manifeſtations of his 
wonderful love in Chriſt, and by the power of this love 
are in charity with all men, forgiving their enemies, 
and having a peculiar affeion to the members of 
Chriſt : Theſe, and onely theſe: are fit to partake of 
the Lord's Supper. Wherefore I intreat thee, whoever 
thou afrt,that would'ſt not wilfally delude. thy own Soul, 
and ruth upon this duty to thy hurt, 'take thy (elf torask, 
1307 M 4 and 
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and examine well whether thou art ſuch. a, one as I have 
here deſcribed ; yea, if thou haſt; any. deljre to eſcape 
eye: laſting miſery, 'and be received intg Heaven when 
thou dieſt,examine thy {elf ; for except thou beeſt or be- 
comelt. ſuch a one, as ſure as God is true, thou art 
never like to be ſayed. 13-951 
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Am yroitation to come to Chriſt and his Sacrament, 
with Mhotives thereto. 


2M next work is now to call vpon and exhort 
L all, thus tro examine and prepare themſelves, 
and ſo to come and eat of this Bread, - and drink. of this 
Cup. Ho! all you that have any love to-the blefied 
Jefus, who loved you to the ſhedding. of his warmeſt 
hearts-blood for your ſakes, come hither and /hew ſorth 
bis death "till he come, If Chriſt be precious to you , ler 
his memory be precious , and be you careful to preſerve 
it by your due and frequenz attendance upon thts Ordi- 
nance, ſet up on purpoſe for the Remembrance of 
him. All you whoſe eyes have been opened'to diſcern 
the vilene(s' of your natures and converſations, come 
hither, and give- a kindly vent to' your Sorrow, behold- 
ng {in at the worſt; in thoſe woynds that ir gave to your 
deareſt Saviour, Ail you that are indeed convinced 
that Chriſt, is the true. Meſſjah, com? forth from God 
to give lite to the-world, and axe reſolved to hearken to 
him that your Squls may. live, come hither, and before. 
God, Angels, and Men, proteſs theſe Reſolutions, 
and bind' your elves oyer to him”, to. be his Diſciples 
and moſt obedient ' Servants. Be not aſham'd of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, but avoyy it befpre all the world, ahat 


your 
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your hope of happineſs *is placed onely in"that' Jeſus, 
who was ſlain, and hanged on a Tree, but is riſen aJain and 
aſcendedinto the Heavens; - hereby own that 'you-are 
Chriſtians, let others be what they will., - Come hither 
all you that hunger and thirſt ajcer: righteouſneſs, and 
feed upon him, who here conveys of himſelf ro the emp- 
ty longing Soul, and ſatisfies his' people with good 
things ſuitable to their wants. Come hither poor deje- 
Fted drooping Soul, . that doſt unteignedly love thy 


| Lord, but art afraid thou ſhalt never obtain: his favour ; 


come and ſce what he hath done to aflure thee of 'the 
reality , the freenefs and fulneſs of his love; Come 
and taſt the proviſions he hath made for thy comforr, 
and rejoyce 10 the ſenſe of his bounty, All you that ex- 
pe (hortly to look your Redeemer in the face, come 
hither and behold him, 'where 'till rhen; you may moſt 
clearly diſcern him. Here ſtamp his image firmly upon 
your minds, thar he may live in your breaſts, rhough 
tor a while he is out of your ſight, that 'rill you ſhall ſee 
him, you may never be forgetful of him. Come hither 
young ones, and betimes liſt your ſcives under Chriſt 
your Leader, here Remember your Creatour and Redee- 
mer 4 the days of your youth ! Come hither ye aged that 
have ſtogff idle inthe / Market-place , 'rill-the eleventh 
hour of the'day, now art length hire your ſelves under 
the Lord of the Vineyard, to be more induſtrious in his 
ſervice for the. hour -that is behind; Come hither ye 
Poor, and partake of a Feaſt thar jhall coſt you nothing. 
Come hither ye Rich, to a Feaſt more'/precious and colt- 
ly than ever you were at, which coſt the Maſter thereof 
his own life to provide it. Come hither, ye Maſters, 


| andpromiſeto become the Servants of 'Chriſt, -Come 


hicher ye Servants, and by taking Chriſt for- your Lord 
become his Freemen. Yea, all you that have been the 
moſt eſtranged from God, and greateſt deſpiſers of 

—_— Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, yet now at length if you will come in, acknow- 
ledging the folly of your formes ways, protelling agamſt 


any longer continuance therein., humbly imploring | . 


mercy and acceptance from God through his Son.,. even 
you are invited hither, to teſtifie the truth of your return 
to him, and to receive the pardon that is ready for you. 
Behold, Y5/dom hath bnilded her houſe, and furniſh'd her 
table, and calls to all ro eat of hey bread, and arink of the 
wine that ſhe hath mingled ; to all that are tully determi- 
ned to for/ake the fools, and go in the way of underſtan- 
ding. Hearken you toolith prodigals,whoſe Souls are out 
of raft with all ſolid food, through your feeding upon 
the luſcious delights of {in and the creature, which yet 
have only deluded , never ſatisfied you : Caſt away 
theſe empty husks, and come to a plenteous Feaſt here 
made ready, wherein you will acknowledge there is 
ſweetneſs and fulneſs, if your diſtempers -be cured, 
and your appetite and reliſh changed. $o large is the 
commiſſion which Chriſt hath granted, that in his name 
I dare confidently invite all, whoevec they are, or what- 
ever they have been, even the moſt profane and ſenſu- 
al, drnnkards and whoremongers, -the proud and cove- 
rous, if now at laſt you will be perfwaded to bid an 
everlaſting farewe] to all your ways of wickedneſs, 
and for the time ro come ro walk in the holy.path, ſee 
that you are (incere, and you may. come boldly to the 
Sacrament, there to manifeſt and confirm theſe purpo- 
ſes. If at length you are weary of that miſerable 
drudgery, wherein the enemy and rormentour of man- 
kind, the Devil, hath imployed you, labouring to keep 
you in bondage to:{in, than which there is not a more 
loarhſome ſtinking Dungeon, | more intolerable chains 
mall the world { if, 1 ſay, you would fain be delivered 
from this flavery, and will rake on you Chriſt's eaſie yoke, 
that you may find reſt for your ſouls, come hither and enter 


your. 
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your ſelves into his Service, engaging to be ſubjeft to 


him all the days of your life, In a word, al} you that 


. :have. been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, 


and holy Ghoſt, and underſtanding what that ſignifies, 
do conſent to the obligations thereby laid upon you, 


came to the Lord's Supper, and maniteſt this conſent, 


and renew this Covenant to be the Lords. 

Some conliderations I ſhall lay before you, to quick- 
en you to the performance of this weighty duty, which 
I propoſe not ſo much to thoſe who are already prepa- 
red, that they would come to this Feaſt ; but rather to 
all indifferently, that they would prepare themſelves, 
and come away without any longer delay. 

1, Tothatend, firſt confider, th:s 35 the expreſs cons- 
mand of Chriſt, ag you may find at his firſt inſtiution of 
this Sacrament before mentioned , Lak. 2:. 19. This do 
in remembrance of me. And to whom was this command 
given do you think ? only tothe Apoſtles, or in them ro 


all Chriſtians ? What reaſon can be given why it ſhould 


be peculiar to them, and not common to others ? They 
were look'd upon, and ſpoke to here, as Diſciples, and 
therefore all Chriſt's Diſciples are concerned therein. 
And you cannot think this was an injunRion that had 
reference to that time onely , the very phraſe, Remem- 
braxce,ſpeaks the contrary : for this implies ſomething 
that's paſt,or abſent ; which ſhews they were to do this 
after the Death of Chriſt ſhould be paſt, and he aſcen- 
ded from them into heaven, in remembrance of him and 
his Death. But to put. the matter paſt doubt, we have 
the pratice of the Apoſtles after Chriſt's Death and 
Aſcenſiap, telling us how they underſtood this com- 
mand : and I hope we ſhall find none ſo impudent, as 
to ſay they miſunderſtood it. Now though it was always 
wont to be accounted profaneneſs, to violate the come 


mands of Chriſt, yet there are a ſort of men in the 


world, 
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world, that would make it a piece of religion forſooth, 


to contemn this his injunCtion, and. their diſobedience |] 


to his Law muſt paſs for a (ſign of their perfe&ion. But 
if they ſtand condemned by all impartial,men, who, 
not one!y in name, but in deed, would bring more $a- 
craments into the Church than Chriſt hath done, giving 
the ſame honour to, and pleading for the ſame efficacy 


and neceſſity of their inventions as of Chriſt's own inſti- | 
tutions, wherein the Papsſts are grolly guilty : what-do 


they better, who would caſt forth of the Church thoſe 
Sacraments, which our Lord hath ordained, as if they 
were uſeleſs unneceflary things , which is the do- 


Arineof our 2uakers, If there was nothing elle to be - 


ſaid in anſwer to the unreaſonable pretences ot theſe 
men, ts it not enough that we have a plain command of 


Chriſts to oppoſe to their Fancy ? He ſaith to all his |} 


followers, Do ths, and they ſay, Do it not : which 


ſhould we rather hearken to ? And hereby judge what 


ſpirit that is, which riſeth up in ſuch flat contradiion to 
the voice of Chriſt ? Bur farther, can they or any man 
elſe ſhew, that this command is tounded upon ſuch rea- 
ſons, as makes it of leſs force and obligation to us, than 
to thoſe whom it was firſt given to? Do not all the 
grounds of this duty which were then, ſtill remain the 
ſame ? as [ ſhall ſhew more afterward, Wherefore let 
them either ſhew where Chriſt hath repealed the pre- 
cept Which he once gave, or let them beware of falling 
under the woe denounced againſt ſuch, as not onely 
break his commands, but teach others ſo to do. 

And little leſs guilty than theſe / are they, who, 
though they will grant Chriſt's command in force, yet 
give not obedienceto it ;. and though they will not 
ay this Sacrament is unprofitable, yet by their neg- 
lect receive no profit from it. All you that hiave been 
long lince at years of diſcretion, and haye had frequent 

| oppor- 
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| opportunities to:come to the Lord's Table, 'and yer have 


not cared to inform your ſelves, - what it is you ſhould 
do there; what good'yon ſhould get by it, and fo have 


' taken no care to- make preparations for this dury,. but 


from year to year have negleRted it ; what think you of 
this courſe, I beſeech you Stay a while and refle& up- 
on it. Did you never hear of a command given by the 
Lord Jeſus, that all crue Chriſtians ' ſhould meet toge- 
ther at this Supper,» and there in' remembrance' that his 
body was broken, and his blood ſhed for them, -eat 
Bread, and drink W ine, ſet apart for that purpoſe ? Hath 
he given a command to this purpoſe, or hath he not ? 
That it was ſpoken to the Apoſtles, I have told you, hin- 
ders not,but that it belongs as well to you, ince if you 
be ſincere Chriſtians as they were, you have the- ſame 
cauſe to do this that they had. When Chriſt bids them 


| deny themſelves, love one another, and pray to the Fa- 


ther in his name ; do not thele precepts reach you and 
I, as well as thoſe particular perſons ro whom he ſpike 
them * And tell me if you can, why the caſe is not the 
fame, as to that command of his, which I have even now 
mentioned, that we ſhould Dothzs, receive this Sacra- 
ment of his Supper, 5 remembrance of him. He that hath 


commanded you to mortifie your lutts, to love Ged a- 


bove all, he it is hath enjoyned you 10 do this ; and if Fon 
think he ooghr ro be obeyed in one thing,why not in at? 
So:then lince you cannot but grant, that ſuch a'command 
there is, what can-you ſay for your ſelves who have dif- 
obeyed it ? Are, you not hereby guilty of contemning the 
Authority of the -Law-giver ? what ſay you ? Do-you 
think you have herein behaved your ſelves as yo ought ? 
Can you imagine, that this your negligence and difobe- 
dience is acceptable: to the Lord Jeſus ? - Or do you 
not care whether it is or not? I hope it is not all ore 
wirh you to pleaſe or to proyoke him, Docs not then 

your 
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your Conſcience by this time ſmite you for your care- 
leſneſs ? If not, 1 doubt it is ſeared, and fenſclels ; 
if is does, then let me ask you what you intend for the 
time to come ? Will you hold on that courſe which you 
dare not juſtifie, which your own Conſcience con- 
demns you for ? Dare you ſtill perlift in rhe breach of'a 
known law ? Have you any thing to ſay againſt the law 
it ſelf, or againſt him that marie «©? .Is jr, not the Law 
of Chriſt the $0n of Go6d,your Redeemer? And hath not 
he power to. enjoyn you what he pleaſeth ? Hath not 
he right to govern you upon account of his Redetmerig 
you ? Andare notall things delivired into his hands 
by the Father ? Yea, does not the Father himſelf ſpeak 
to you, in and by-him ? does nor he himſelf tell us,. that 
the words which he (puke were the Fathers thar-ſent 
him ? fohn 14. to. and 24. Can you+then gainſap 
Chriſt's Authority ? 1f.not, how dare you reliſt it ? Do 


you indeed take him for your Lord, or not ? Anſwer me }. 


one way or other, It you do nor, then call your ſelves 
no longer Chriſtians : tor this your (abje&tion is. efſeri- 
tial ro-your Chriſtianity, as 1 have before. ſhewed, Uf 
youdo, then pray tell me, how can this conliſt with 
Wiitgl violation of plain precepts? Do you rake him 
for your Maſter, if you will yeild him no reverence nor 
fear ? Will you nat be as ſubject co. your. Lord as the 
Centrrton's ſervants wereto him ?..-to. whom if he ſaid 
bur, 4 this, they did it. Let this: be he tryal. whether 
you will or not :, Behold Chriſt ſaith-to thee 1n the Gas» 
ſpel, arid now in his name, and with -power from hin, 
I charge. thee, Do this, come and partake of his Sup- 
per which he hath prepared for his:frierids and follow- 
ers. Here now 15a Do thi: wilt thou | it:or not ?. 
If chou wilt not, conſider well, whether Chriſt be like 
id reckon thee among his faithful Servants at laſt; 
and what thon would'ſt think of a Servant of thy own 
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that ſhould carry himſelf ehus rowards thee. What thy 
uſual ſhifts and evaſions are, I ſhall take notice anon 
and give thee an anſwer. Onely at preſent let me make 
haſt ro intreat thee not to miſtake me, and deceive 
thy ſelf, as if I was thus earneſt and importunate with 
thee for nothing elſe, but ro go with thy neighbours 
ſometimes when a Sacrament ts admimiſtred, and there 
rake a bit of Bread, and a ſup of Wine, with a little 
ſeeming reverence , without any due conlideration be- 
foreor after to what purpoſe it is. Canſt thou be fo 
filly as to imagine, thou haſt ſatisfied the will of 
Chriſt when thou haſt done this f Or canſt thou think 
thy Soul ever the better for it? Wherefore remember 
what it was I firſt exhorted thee 50, namely: ro examine 
and prepare thy ſelf ;'and ſo to eat of this bread, and 
drink' ot this Cup; to repent of, and ſer thy ſelf againſt 
all (in, and rodevote thy ſelf ro Chriſt, and then to rake 


* the Sacrament as a teſtimony that thou-doſt ſo, and as 


a bond to oblige thee" firmer ro him. This I have fre- 
quently told rhee , and tharthou mayſt be ſure tro un- 
derſtand-my meaning , and remember ir, 'rake it once 
again in this plain compariſon, If a Maſter was abour 
to bargain with one to be his Servant, offering ſo much 
wages, and a Shilling in earneſt , and another that ſtands 
by, -having a mind to drive on the bargain, ſhould per- 
{wade the Servant not to ſtand off, bnt to rake his ear-' 
neſt;3''do you not know what he meant by. this? Do 
you think he witht the'man onely ro rake- the Shilling, 
and'go'his way without any more ado ? ſarely no, bur 
to = with him to become his Servant, to do the” 
work he ſhould appoint him, and to ſhew his confent' 
to this, ſhould rake the Shilling that was to be given in 
earneſt, Thus, Reader, being earneſtly deſirous to 
drive on x match betwixt Chriſt and thy Soul, I would 
tain beg thee to take the Sacrament, as an evidence of 
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thy conſent to become his fairkful ſervant ; but npon-no 
other terms I'le aſſure thee. Wherefore it thou be re- 
ſolved againſt the diligent ſervice of God,- and yet ven- 
rureſt yon this Ordinance, let the blame be upon thy 
own head. Do not think to excuſe thy felt by faying, 
thou read'ſt a Book that told thee it was Chriſt's com- 
mand to al}, that they thould receive thz Sacrament, 
and that therefore thou didſt as thou walt inſtructed : for 
again and again have I made known: to thee , that none 
ought to do thus. but true Chriſtians, ſuch as believe 
in, love and obey the Lord. Jeſus and rhis-is thatto 
which thou art implicitly urged by that very command 
which he hath given for the: trequenting his Supper. 

. And this I would. pre(s uponallthat pertorm this duty 
rudely and:negligently, as well as on thoſe that altoge- 
ther omit it, - Let nat ſuch carejeſs ones imagine, they 
have hitherto gendred due obedience to this command. 
For coni1der, when a Duty is enjoyned , all that is ne- 
ceflary 1n order thereto is thereby . enjoyned,. and the 
right manner of performing it alſo. Thus when- we-are 
commanded to pray to God, by that very command we 
are engaged to,get the knowledge-of God, and to: be- 
lieve that .he can, hear and help vs,; and alſoro be reve- 
rent and ſerious.,in our. prayers : tor without: theſe.and 
the like qualifications we may ſay. over many words, 
but we cannot, properly be ſaid to pray. Thus when 
Chrilt commangs .us to eat Bread, and drink Wine in 
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Redeemer. And- theretore we muſt; know him, and 
be.ſenlible of our own (lavery, and be willing to be Re- 
deemed hy him, and- be thankful tor-his love, with the 
other qualifications which 1 have before ſhewn to be 

neceſlary 
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neceſſary to, and included m our rememembrance of him, 
If you make a Feaſt on purpoſe ro entertain a Friend, 
you thereby ſuppoſe not onely that he (hould come t0 
your Table, but that he (ſhould come with a ſtomach 
ro eat Of your proviltions. And when Chrilt invites men 
to his Table, where he hath provided ſpiritual food un- 
der the outward Elements, do you not think he re- 
quires all that come , that they ſhouid have an appette 
ro, and defire afrer what he hath provided for them * 
Thus then have | laid open to you ihe flat command 
of Chriſt, whereby you are required to put your {elves 
in a right poſture, and come to this Feaſt which he hath 
ordained in his Church, as a memorial of the Redem- 
Whether you will obey it or 
not | cannot tell, | leave that to your choice , if you 
have any reafon that ſeems ſtronger than the will of 
Chriſt, do as you ſhall think fit, onely remember the 
command I have been urging upoa you, was given you 
by that Jeſus who will be your Judge, and whoſe fen- 
rence will paſs according to rhat word, whereof this 
command 1s a part; and 1t you think you have got any 
fuch excuſe, as will bring you off clear at that day, 
though you be found guilty of contemning his Law, | 
have no more to ſay,but at your own pert! be it ; Here [ 

have given you faiihful warning, 
© Here I may fariher add, that you have not onely 
Chriſt's command, but the example of bs Apoſtles, Di- 
ſciples ,and the Primitive Chriſtzans to engage you to this 
duty, wherein they were all conſcientious and fr-- 
quent, As 2. 42. They that were converted by the 
preaching of the Apoſties conrinued ftedfaſtly in their do- 
frine and fellowſhip, in breaking of brea1, andin prayers. 
And this you may tind was the praRice of the Church 
of Corinth (and' by confequenee of all other Churches 
then planted) in that the Apoſtle reQtites the 2" uſes 
N they 
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mance of that duty, which is recommenaed to you by the ex- 
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they were guilty of therein, as you may find at large, 
1 Cor. 11. 17. to the end. And are not we to walk as 
we have theſe for an example , and to be followers of 
them as they are of Chriſt? Moreover , they that ate 
$kill'd in Church- Hiſtory tell us, rhat it is moſt certain , 
it was the cuſtom of the primiuve Chriſtians, uſually 
ro celebrate this Sacrament every Lord's day at; leaſt, 
And by the way take notice, though we have no parti- 
cular precepr in Scripture how frequently we ought to 
do it, yet from thence we are taught, that it ought to 
be done more than once ; and the practice of thoſe who 
beſt knew the mind of Chriſt may inform us, that it 
ought ro be done often ; though the particular times are 
letr to the prudence of Church-governours. 

2, | Inthe rext place I would wiſh you well to con- 
{lider, whether you have not good reaſon to conclude, 
that yon ſhall rccevve much advantage from the perfor- 


preſs command of Chriſt, and the example of his firſt follow- 
ers. Was there nothing elſe ro be thewed but a com» 
mand from him, whom you acknowledge your S0- 
veraign, one would think it enough to (ilence all objei- 
ons, .and bring you to-obedience. But 60-you not 
moreover believe,» that Chriſt deſigned the goog of his 
Servants by the inſtitution of this Sacrament in. his 
Churclr? ate any of his Commands grievous or unpro- 
firable ? Is not the whole deſign of Chriſtian Religion 
evidently for our intereſt, it we believe we' have \im- 
mortal Souls ? And can you unagine this one duty to 
be an-exception from all the reſt ? as having nothing 
init which may make it worthy our req Hath 
not he backt his Commands with Promiſes, that we 
might have al] kind of encouragemengs to his Service ? 
Hath not he told us,that ro thoſe who-heep his Commana- 
ments he will manifeſt himſelf ? Do youthink then, that 
when 


when Chriſt firſt ſet up this Sacrament, he hereby in- 
tended any advantage to thoſe who ſhould celebrate it ? 
If not, he appointed them a meer piece of drudgery , in 
ſome reſpe&t worſe than the Jewiſh Ceremonies (for 
they had their uſe to the Spiritual) and even as bad as 
thoſe burdenſome ridiculous Ceremonies, which make 
up ſo great a part of the Popilh Religion ; but if you 
dare not affirm this , then [ would know, whether the 
ſame advantages do not ſtill continue to this Ordi- 
nance, Which were firſt intended tro be communicated 
by it to the worthy Receiver ? Again, did the Apoſiles 
and their companians get any good by it, think you ? If 
not, it's ſtrange they ſhould be ſo exact and frequent in 
it; if they did, fain would I know why the ſave good 
is not ſtill to be got by ſerious diligent Chriſtians. Cer- 
tainly God's treaſures of Grace are not ſpent, his, toun- 
tain is not drawn dry, nor never Will be. He that 
will be the everlaſting portion of his People, when this 
World is ended, hath eno»gh ſure in himſelf for the ſup- 
ply of all their necefliries, whiiſt they are travelling 
through the World. When millions of Saints have re- 
ceived that Gxace which leads them to Glory, there 1s 
not a jut the leſs for thoſe that come after. And as his, 
Graces are not exhauſted, ſo neither is the way of giving 
them forth changed , in the ſame manner that his Spirit 
accompanied the Word and Sacraments, at any time 
lince the Goſpe] was publilh'd, in the ſame manner it 
accompanies them til], for ought that any man livin 
can ſhew to the contrary, Chriſt is the ſame Tterdaf, 
$0 day, and for ever, He who will be with his Mint 
ſters 'rill the end of the World, will be with his Ordinan- 
ces 'till then, and with his people in the conſcientious 
uſe of them. Why thould the firſt Chriſtians be tied to 
that which we in atter-ages may neglet ? ls not, our 
caſe the, ſame with theirs? Are not our necellictes as 
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great ? And may not our profitings alſo, if the fault be 


not our own ? To proſecute this a little farther, as 1 
promiſed. Is not the death of Chriſt as great a mercy 


tous inthele latter days of his Church, as it was to them 


in the firſt? Have not we the ſame pardon offered to 
us, the fame promiſes given, the ſame Heaven prepared, 
and the ſame ſanRilying Spirit to bring us thereto ? 
Have we not then the ſame cauſe to be frequently mind- 
ful of, and thankful for theſe mercies, and the Death 
that purchas'd them, in all ways preſcribed to that 
purpoſe ? Are not we ſtil] of the ſame nature that men 
were then ? Such whoſe affeCtions are moſt raiſed and 
quickened by ſenſible things, by the help whereof we 
can with greater clearneſs and power conceive of 
things ſpiritual ; and can more afte&tionately remember 
what's paſt, when we ſee it repreſented and ated afreſh 
before our eyes, Is it not therefore our wiſdom and du- 
ty to accept of ſuch aſſiſtances as our Lord himſelf , in 
his care of us, hath afforded * Whereof the Sacrament 
of his Supper is a principal one, every way fitted for 
thar end. Were they more dull than we, that they 
ſhould neeed ſuch quickning means which we judge our 
ſelves paſt the vſe of? Had not we as much need as 
they to be frequently renewing our more ſolemn re- 
rentance for lin, and covenantings with God, that ſo the 
conſideration of thoſe renewed engagements -we lye un- 
der, may the more overpower us to tairhfulneſs and 
perſeverance in his ſervice ? Are not our warts of Grace 
as great as theirs : And therefore ought we not to wait 
in all thoſe ways whereby theſe wants may be ſupplied * 
which are the ſame now as formerly. Is it not as rich a 
mercy now as ever, to have all the bleſſings and privi- 
ledges of the covenant of Grace, whether temporal), 
ſpiritual, or eternal, not onely repreſented , bur made 
over and affured to vs, in ſuch a ſamiliar manner ? 1s 
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not the exerciſe and ſtrengthening of mutual brotherly 
love, by the maintaining of the moſt endearing Chriſtian 
communion, ſtill a moſt pleaſant and profitable duty ? 
now eſpecially,when all men have learn ro cry out, how 
cold Charity is grown ? Thus you ſee there are very 
many, and thoſe no ſmall advantages that accrue to ſuch 
as carefnl]ly mannage this weighty duty, and all of them 
continue {til] the ſame that they were in the time ol the 
Apoſtles. And let there be any other ground of their 
practice aſſigned, or any other benefit which they here- 
by enjoyed, and I queſtion not to prove, that we haye 
the ſame, or the like grounds, and are capable of the 
ſame benefits with them, Thus have I ſhewn you, that 
to come 1n a due manner to the Lord's Table is both 
your duty and your intereſt , there is a command given 
by yourLord, obliging you to what is good for your 
ſelves, (and indeed ſo do all other his commands if 
well weighed.) And what mgre can be ſaid ro work 
upon men that have any Conſcience, or any ſelt-love, 


to gire obedience? Wherefore if you be Chriſtians, © 
yea,it you be men ; if you have any ſenſe of God's autho=. — 


rity,or of your own neceſlities, make all poſſible haſt 
out of that dangerous woful eſtate which makes you 


unkit for, and unwilling to this ſo profitable a duty , and. 


your Souls being made ready, let them bring your bo- 
dies hither. Having been larger in theſe, I ſlall be 
brief in thoſe that follow. 

3- Itis much to be feared, that whil/f you ſlight 
the Sacrament, you ſlight thoſe bleſſings which hereby are 
repreſented, and aſſured to Believers. You your elves 
would judge ſo by others in caſes like this, It the King 


* ſhould proclaim, that he will give Eftates in ſome. ot his 


Plantations to all that will come to the Court, and take 
Patents from him, and ſubſcribe their Names to a 
Bond, which oncly ties. them to acknowledge they had 
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their Eſtates from his bounty, and to live there accor- 
ding to his Laws: is it not a ſign, that they who will 
not do thus much,do very little care for the Eſtates that 
are offered them ? and do not they manifeſt as Jittle re- 
gard of Heaven it ſe}f, and all the promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel, who are loath to be at ſo much pains, as tvgo to 
the Sacrament , there to have all theſe confirmed to 
them ? being unwilling to/ bind themſelves hereby to 
thinkfulneſs and obedience to that God, who makes 
them ſuch large and bounteous offers. He that refuſeth 
a Cheap and eaſfie Medicine , which being duly taken 
may recover him from his (ickneſs,may well be ſaid to 
undervalne his health. Thus it is too apparent, that 
thou little regardeſt the health of thy Sonl, whilit thou 
lighteſt thole means, which, through the bleſſing of 
the great Phyſician upon the careful oh of then!, might 
rend ſo much to thy healing and ſtrengthening. If a 
_ Shilling be offered me in Earneſt of a thouſand Pound 
co be given upon ſome certain conditions, if I refuſe to 
to take it, it 1s not ſo much the Earneſt as the greater 
Sum that I thereby reje&t. Thus Heaven is aſſured to 
thee upon condition of thy faith and obedience, and it 
thou likeſt it upon theſe terms, rhe Sacrament ſhall be 
given thee in Earneft, but if thou wilt not take the Ear- 
neſt, thou putr'ſt away from thee everlaſting lite. It a 
condemned man tear in pieces the King's pardon which 
is brought to him, his fault is not ſo much the rearing 
of a piece of Paper,as his contempt of the Pardon. T hus 
ſhall ir bz laid to thy charge, nor meerly the deſpiling a 
bir of bread and a ſup of wine, but thy lighting all thoſe 
rich and unvaluable bleſſings which hereby were offe- 
red and afſared to Believers, If indeed thou prizeſt theſe; 
ſhew 1c by thy ſetting a due eſteem upon that which 
barh fo near a relationto them , but if thou value them 
not , think nox much it thou go without them for 7 
or 
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for whom canſt thou blagne, it thou miſs gt thoſe things 
which thou careſt not for ? 

4. 1s mot this neglett a ſad ſign, that thou performeſt 
no duty as thou oughteſt, nor to thoſe ends thou ſhouldeſt ? 
for it thou did'ſt rightly improve any, why ſhould ſt thou 
not be glad of all ? Arc thou not ready to try all courſes, 
and uſe all means for the continuance and increaſe of thy 
outward welfare ? and yet thou thinkeſt every thing too 
much that's enjoyned rMee for thy Spiritual advantage, 
and therefore comeſt not to this Ordinance , as think- 
ing thou mayſt do well enough without ic. They thar 
are in health uſe not to ſay, it they have one ſort of food, 
what thall they do with another ? or if they eat one 
Meal in a day, why need they eat another ? and yet this 
is thy language in reference 10 thy Soul, So long as 
thou haſt been baptized, and comeſt ro Church, and 
ſayſt thy Prayers (and it's well if thou do thus much) 
why may not this ſerve thy/ turn without coming to the 
 Sacrament2 Whyrell me, pray thee, what's thy de- 
lign in theſe duties 1s it to ger good to thy Soul! 
That thou maylt grow in Grace, and get fitter for Gio- 
ry ? lfit be, why then is not every duty acceptable to 
thee, which would help on this delign ? but 15 it not ra- 
ther to be fear'd, that theſe are done out of cuſtom with- 
out expecting, and therefore without finding any great 
advantage trom them ? and becauſe the negle& of that 
duty 1 am urging thee to, is too common, and fo no 
great matter of diſgrace, therefore thou makeſt fo light 
of it, And withall, perhaps there is ſomewhat more 
Pains requilite to prepare thee for it, and therefore out 
of meer {loth and lazineſs thou holdeft off. Oh thar 
thou waſt but ſet in as good earneſt, to inrich thy Soul 
with Grace, as the moſt of men, and its like thou thy 
ſelfart, to grow rich in the world ! How many ways 
will they wiad and tyrn to get a little Gain? If one 
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courſe will not ſerve they'l take another; and if that 
fiilthey'Itry a third ; what they miſs in one bargain, 
they'l ſeek to make amends for in the next. Thus would 
it be withthee, waſt rhou a diligent Chriſtian : thou 
would'ſt turn every. ſtone, ſeek every. corner for the 
Pearl of price. Didi!t thou once by. experience know 
the worth and exceliency of true Grace, and. the ſatis; 
fying ſweetneſs of converling with God, thou would'ſt 
be very diligent in rhe uſe of a thoſe means whereby 
theſe advantages areto be attained: what thou had'ſt 
got at one duty, would prompt thee to another, in hopes 
ro bad the like ; or if thou haſt nuſt of thy hopes in 
one, it wii] pur thee upon another, there to get ſatisfa- 
Sion, If thou found'ſt thy ſelf at a diſtance trom God, 
or under fears of his diſpleaſure, thou would'ſt never 
be 2t reſt with thy ſelf *rill thou had'ſt found him, whom 
thy Soul loved, and had'{t got a renewed ſenſe of his love 
tO thy ſoul] : inal) thoſe ways wherein he gives a comfor- 
rable meeting to his people, would{t thon give conſtant 
attendance, ever earneſtly waiting for the gracious 
and comfortable maniteſtations of himſelf in thy 
Soul. But lince thou can(t ſo contentedly miſs one Pri- 
viledge, and that of ſo great importance , it's a ſhrewd 
ſign that thou improvelt not any as thou oughteſt , and 
wht a wreiched ſtarven caſe then muſt thy Sou] needs 
bein ? | 

*5. Conlider what a ſhame it is that thou ſiouldeſt be 
this regardleſs of the proviſions maae for thy Soul, whilſt 
them art [i greedy and forward after any thing that makes 


for the gratifying of thy fieſh. Generally in the World 


men retuſe no pains to ſupply their bodily neceſlities, 
and yer when here 1s tood provided to.their hands, they 
have no mind to ic, becauſe this 1s onely ſuted ro their 
fouls. How eagerly can they hunt after that which they 
are never Jike to obtain, or which, if they do , will never 
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 Catisfie and fill them, whilſt they put away from them 


the ſavoury meat which God hath brought to chem : 
which would be ſavoury if their caſte was not ſpoiled. 
Whilſt Janna is loathed that falls before the rent-door, 
how do they long after the Garlick, and Owtons, and 
Fleſppots of Egypt ! May I not juſtly fay that the Table 
of Devils is more frequented than the T able of the Lord ? 
Though men now adayes do not offer vacrifices 
to Devils, as thoſe Idolaters did, of whom the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, yer do they not ſacrifice to their own luſts ? 
Ang 1s not this as accepable ſervice ro the Devil, and 
as provoking to God ! And do they not maintain a 
fellowſhip with Devils, whilſt their nature is ſo con- 
formable, and their lives ſo ſubjeR to them ? Such are 
all ſwini(h Epicures, who ſerve their own belly rather 
than the Lord Jeſus, Oh what multitudes have we 
got of ſuch voluptuous ones, who had rather bring lick- 
neſs upon their bodies, and damnation upon their Souls 
by plealing their greedy unſatiable Throat, than come 
ro refreſh and ſtrengthen themſelves with ſuch food , as 
through the Spirit of life accompanying it, will preſcrve 


| both (oul and body to everlaſting lite. Wiſdom in vain 


ſends forth her Embaſſadors, to ftand in the higheſt 
places of the City, to call pafſengers to the banquet 
the had made, whilſt yet the deſtroyer of Sonls is heark- 
ned to, calling them oft from the right way, telling 
them, that ſfoln waters are ſweet, and bread eaten 1n ſe- 
cret ts pleaſant : and with theſe unlawful pleaſures do 
toolith {inners glut themſelves, not remembring, that he 
doth but feed them for the ſlaughter, and that his gueſts 
are in the depths of he!l, Pro.g, Oh how will this aggra- 
vate the condemnation of the prophane in our days, that 
whilſt they couid not be kept out of the Alehouſe and 
Tavern, but lay there day and night, drinking wy 
their wir, their money, and oftentimes iheir life ir ſelf, 
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yet no' entreaties could bring them duly to prepare 
' 'rhemſelves, and come to eat and drink at the Lord's own 


Table. Hadſt thon but ſuch a favour offered thee as H4- 


- may, to be entertained at a banquet with the King and 


Queen, how forwardly wouldeſt thou accept it, and 
with what pride wouldeſt thou boaſt of it, as he did ? 
But yet when the King of Glory invites thee to be his 
Gueſt, thon thinkeſt not his invitations worth hearkning 
ro, ſo mean are thy thoughts of his company and fare. 
Yea, doſt thou not ſee how importunate Beggars are 
for an Alms ? They come to thy door, and ſtand beg- 
ging for Bread, and will hardly be driven away empty : 
and yet when thou art thus begge> to accept Bread 
that comes from Heaven, thou wilt not receive it, Here 
men muſt be compell'd, that is, importunately woo'd 
ro come in, and yet they will not be prevailed with : or 
if they do come, it is oftentimes in ſuch a careleſs 
manner, that gives as much diſpleaſure to him who (ent 
for them, and brings as much miſchiet upon rhemſelves 
as if they had ſtayd away. But of this 1 ſpake in the be- 
ginning, wheretore I (hall onely add , that it is to mea 
matter of aſtoniſhment, ' that thoſe who know their bo- 
dies will ſhortly be in the Grave, and who fay they ve- 
rily believe thetr Souls muſt live for ever, that thoſe ve- 
ry men ſhould with ſo much care and unweariednels 
feed and maintain their Bodies, whilſt willingly and out 
of meer ſloth, they ſuffer their immortal Souls ro ſtarve 
and periſh eternally. 

6. Conlider, this is a junttnre of time wherein eſpeci- 
Atty thou art engaged to do all that in thee lies, toward the 
ſpeedy ſecuring of thy everlaſting happineſs ; and therefore 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to conſecrate thy ſelf ro 
God at the Sacrament, there renouncing all the ways 
of wickedneſs wicreby thou haſt provoked him, that 
{o thy peace may be made with him, For conſider how 
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he hath lately appeared in judgment againſt us, and 
ſhewn, _ that he hath a ſore controverſie with us : and 
ſhall not we, the ſurviving inhabitants of the Land, | 
learn righteouſneſs hereby * Shall nor we be ſo wiſe, 
as to meet him in the way, before his anger be kindled 
- in particular ? It is to be feared, the negle& 
of this very duty , and the groſs miſcarriages in the 
manner of pertcrming it, have done much toward the 
haſtning o! thoſe judgmerts we have lain under. And 
ſhall not-this teach thee- what to do for the future £ 
Wilt thou go on to provoke the Lard to jealoulie? fo 
that his anger ſhould not be turned away, bar his hand 
ſtretched ourſtil}, And if thou art one, who haſt lately 
been preſerved from the very Graves mouth, whereinto 
thou waſt ready to fal), being in continual expeQation 
of Death, through the Y3ſitation, or any other diſtem- 
per, 1 would wiſh thee to look back, and conlider what 
were the thoughts of thy heart at that time; thou, 1 
mean, who haſt lived a looſe and careleſs life? Did 
not thy Conſcience fly in thy face for all thy wicked- 
neſs ? And didſt thou not reſolve, that it God ſhould 
ſpare thee , thou wouldſt become a new man, and lead 
another kind of life than thou haſt done? Did ir not 
terrific thee to remember how thou hadſt neglefed 
praying, hearing, and receiving Sacraments ? And didſt 
thou not make promiſes within thy ſelf, that, if God 
would try thee once again, it ſhould be no more thus ? 
But that thou wouldſt be as diligent and conſtanc 
therein for the time to come, as thou hadlt been ſlack 
and negligent before. Well now, God hath tried thee 
according to thy deſire : thou who might'ſt have been 
ſent ro the place where Repentance will do no good, 
art yet kept upon Earth, to ſee what will be the fruit of 
thy af:\Qions, where yet thou art within the reach of 


mercy, if thou throw not thy {elf our of it. What _ 
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ſhall become of all chy good purpoſes and promiſes ? 
Are they gone as ſoon as thy licknels and pain are gone ? 
Are they all forgotten already ? Yet be thou ſure God 
will remember them : and fain would I peſwade thee 
to remember them too 3 and now in particular , having 
prepared thy Soul to addreſs thy ſelf to the Lord's Ta- 
ble, and there renew all thoſe vows and reſolutions 
which thoy madeſt in the time of {ickneſs and danger , 
and humbly implore mercy and pardon for thy former 
careleſneſs, and all thy tranſgreſſions, and help from 
God to walk more cloſely with him for the future: Let 
me now in ſeaſon be thy Remembrancer from the Lord, 
and bring to mind what ESpement thou haſt made 
ro him, and ſee thou be faithful to them : But 1t they 
be lighted, and all that I have ſaid to thee be lighted, 
becauſe now thou art luſty and well, and ſeeſt, no death 
near thee, and haſt ſomething elſe to do, than to trouble 
thy ſelf with being (o religious, as dying men uſe to be, 
yet let it link into thy thoughts, that there 1s juſt ſuch 
anether time coming upon thee ; very ſhortly thou wile 
be lick again,and caſt upon thy death-bed ; and doſt thou 
not think the very ſame thoughts will then come into 
thy mind again ? When thou ſhalt conlider thy ſelf juſt 
lanching forth into eternity, and ſhalt look back upon 
all thy ungodly deeds,and thy undervaluing the means of 
Grace, by an improvement of which thou mighteſt have 
been made ready for ſuch an hour as this, wilt thou not 
then begin again to fall ro wiſhing that it had been 0- 
therwiſe, and to purpoling thou wilt be better hereaf- 
ter, if once again thou maylt be recovered. But when 
thy Conſcience with a redoubled fury, ſhall riſe up and 
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bid thee remember, how thou did(t long ago, inthe | 


fame condition, ſeem as penitent as this comesto, but 
yet all came to nothing, and that therefore thou haſt 
no realon to expect a farther tryal ; and ſhall morev- 
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I vertell thee, that it is moſt likely'*all this is out of meer 
I laviſh fear, and not our of any true love ro God and 
e ? | Holineſs; how wilt thou be able to hold up under ſuch 
od} a dreadful charge as this from thy own awakened 
ee | Conſcience * It is my great delire to prevent thy be- 
ng | ing then overwhelmed with ſuch thoughts as theſe , 
a- | and if chow art but as willing, they may be effeually 
ns | prevented, even by ſpeedily ſetting upon ſuch a courſe, 
r ; | as will be the rejoycing of thy Soul at that day , when 
er | nothing elſe will rejoyce thee, but the reſtimony of 
mm | God's Spirit witneſſing with thy Conſcience, that by the 
ct | Grace of God thou haſt had thy converſation in ſimpli- | 
d, | city and Godly lincerity. For without this is would be 
de | but a poor refuge for thee, to call for a Sacrament on thy 
ey | death-bed, who didft flight it in thy health. 

d, | 7. Conlider,whether by this thy contempt of the Ordinan- 
th || ces of Chriſt, thou mayſt not provoke him juſtly to withdraw 
le | them from 4, and to beſtow them upon a people that will 
e, | more prize, and frequent, and better improve them, 
ch | than we have done. If Children be ſo indifferent to 
ile Þ their food , that they play with ir,or throw it away, it's 
ou | fit it ſhould be taken from them. When people are wan- 
to | ton and curious, thar they know not how to be pleaſed, 
if } bur upon the leaſt diſlike reje&t their Spiritual food, 
2n | it's a fign they want the beſt of Sawces, a good Stomach, "Y 
of | which it's juſt they ſhould be brought to by being Repr | 
ve | ſhort. Or it they be ſo lazy, that they think ir more a- 
ot | doe than needs, to be diligent in thoſe exerciſes' of 
o- | Religion, which our Lord hath appointed, and take the 
f.. | greateſt priviledges -for burdens, is ir nor juſt they 
-n 1 ſhould be caſed of them ? for who will continue kind- 
id | Nefles ro thoſe, who take them for injuries ?* Yea, can 
ie 4 they expect any other, than ere long to be removed in- 
ut | toa World, where .chey ſhall never more be troubled 
& | with ſuch heavy impolitions ? You that are now ready 
J- [9 


to ſfay-what a ſtir's here with Sermons , Prayers, and 


Sacraments ? and think all your time Joſt that's ſpent in 
thera, and are vextto think, that you maſt have {o ma- 
ny interruptions from your fins or worldly buſineſs ; 
be- content a while, and you ſhall have no cauſe long te 
complain of. theſe things yon now judge ſo grievots. 
There's none of this adoe in the Hel] your ungodlineſs 
leads to ; bur whether there be not ſadder things there, 
your Experience ere long is like to give you full convi- 
ion, it nothing ſooner will convince you. Do but 
jadge reaſonably, muſt it not needs be an high diſpleaſure 
to God, to ſee his Creatures contemn the moit pre- 
cigus mercies, as if they were nothing worth ? How 
would yon take it, if, when out of courtelie you had 
invited a poor man to your Table, and had made ready 
the beſt that could be had for him, he ſhould. find fault 
with your meat, and ask you why, you troubled him to 
come from hometo ſuch a poor Dinner as this ? would 
you think he deſerved to have the worſt bit there ? If 
your Landlord, or any rich neighbour ſhould bid you 
to a Feaſt, would you ſend word by his Servant, that he 
had nothing worth coming for, but that you could pro- 
vide for your {elf better at home ? Or it you (ſhould ſend 
ſuch word, do you think you ſhould be invited twice ? 
And yet thus ſawcy.and unthanktful, have you been to- 
watd the great God, whilſt you have kept away trom his 
Table ; notwithſtanding which, he hath again, and again 
ſent forth his Servants to invite you thither, in that way 
and to thoſe ends which he hath revealed. Bur, oh virs, 
do no more ſo tooliſhly, ſo impudently, I beſeech you, 
leſt at Jength you ſhould-move God to. withdraw from 
' you the mercles you trample on ; and you, when It 1s 
too late, ſhould be put to ſeek with tears thole bleſ- 
lipgs which once you cared not for, -and therefore mult 


never have. 
8. Is 
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8. ls it mot a very great ſign,that you forget Chriſt him 
ſelf, whilſt you can thus quietly paſs trom year to year 
without renembring him at the Sacrament * could you 
poſſibly do thus if you bore him upon your minds, and 
were ſenlibly affe&ed with the frequent thoughts of all 
his love towards you ? Would you not then take all 
opportunities to exprM{s this your thankful ſenſe of his 
kindneſs? The Children of 7ae!, we read, were en- 
joyned to keep the Feaſt of the Paſſeover, as a memo- 
rial of their deliverance out of </£gypt ; and, if when 
they were come into Canaan, they thould after a few 
years have left it off, might nor God juſtly have tax'd 
them with forgetting their deliverance it ſelt ? and is 
not the caſe much what the ſame here? So we find, 
Exod. 12. 26,27. that when their children ſhould ſee 
them keeping this Feaſt, and ask what the meaning was, 
they were to anſwer, It z the ſacrsfice of the Lord's Paſs- 
over, who paſſed over the hoyſes of the chilaren of 1 ſrael mn 
e£pypt,. in that night whenhe ſmote the «Egyptians, and 
delivered our houſes. 1t now theſe Children, when they 
were of capacity, ſhould refuſe to keep this Feaſt, as 
they were commanded, is 1t not a lign that either they 
believed not what their Parents told them, or elſe 
thought there was nothing in it worth the remem- 
brance ? Thus it any of you ſhould demand what's the 
meaning of our aſſembling together at certain times, to 
eat and drink Bread and Wine in ſo ſerious a manner, 
it may be anſwered you, This # the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, which he appointed in the might wherein he 
wat betrayed, for a memorial of that death, whereby he de- 
ftreyed the kingdom of Satan, and delyvered his people. If 
you noW take this to be true, and think” it deferves any 
ſolemn Remembrance, come as you have been dire&Q- 
ed, and joyn with the reſt in this work , it you retule 
this, you can never ſure have the face to ſay, that Fon 
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do in your hearts remember Chriſt, If one that had 
beſtowed ſome great matters upun the Town he lived 
in, ſhould order” at his death, that rhe Inhabitants of 
that Town ſhould, upon a certain day in the year, -meet 
together at a Feaſt, to keep up the memory ot his boun- 
ty ; it they negleRed this, might it not well be ſaid rhey 
forgot their Benefaftor ? And dFs not your negle& 


of this Sacramencal Feaſt , as plainly ſhew a torgerfal- 


neſs of your great Benefactor who ordained it? Oh 
wonderful ! that ever men who have heard , who Jeſus 
Chriſt is, avd what he hath done, ſhould be thus nn- 
mindtul ot him, Ah Sirs, read the Hiſtory of his Life, 
think ſoundiy ot his' Death, and conlider then, whether 
he thus deſerves to be forgotten by you. Had he had no 
more thought of us, where had we now been, and whar 
had become ot us for ever ? Hath. he done (0 much for 
you, even without your ſeeking, and when he requires 
fo little of you, is h& denigdl ? If but a dying Friend 
ſhould take his Ring oft his finger, and put it on yours, 
and bid you look on that Ring, and remember him, 
ſhould 'you not eaſily do it ? Bur mich more, if this 
Friend had upon any account given up himſelf ro die 
for your preſervation, and ſhould onely engage you by 
remembring him,to beware of that fault whereby your 
lite was endangered , and his was loſt, would not the 
memoiy of ſuch a triend be ever freſh, and precious with 
you, it you had any humanity, any ſenſe of triend{hip 
and Kindnels? And wouldi not your Bowels be even 
turned within you, Whenever you beheld this Ring ? 
But alaſs! how far comes this ſhoft+ of the Kindneſs 
which Chriſt hath ſhewn to poor ſinners, in many cir- 
camſtances, as might eahly be ſhewn ? And yet how is 
all diſregarded with the moſt ? How few obey this,that 
was one of his laſt injunRions to his followers, before 
he offered up hizaſelt on their behalf, that they ay 
tec 
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feed oh his body and blood here- repreſented , and res: 
member and love him, who was' bruiſed and pouted 
forth 4s an Attonement'for them , and ſer themſeives a-' 
gainſt the fins that occaſioned all-this; '--Can mem be' 
guilty of worſe Ingraritude ? | __ 
"9. - If the Chriſt be ſo far from your thoughts, thac: 
you rake no pleaſure m'the Remembrance'of him, Bes: 
think nou before-hand how you will be able 6 106k him in the 
fate, when you ſhall be cited to appear before' him whether. 
Jou will or wot. Be affured, whoever thou arr, ro whom ghe! 
memory of Chriſt-is no way delighttul,” to thee his pre«: 
ſence will be moſt terrible. If thou haſbbeen well plea-” 
ſed ro have him as abſent from thy heatt;! as' his bodily: 
preſtnte'is from the world; thou wilt never know how 
ro abide the terrour of his appearance; and yer- abjde-it 
rhon muſt. Ir will then be with tlieeuſt as ir was witty 
that wicked Servant whom we red of; - Duh. r 24/4; 
46. who inſtead of -looking to his -Maſters Family: ini 
his abſence, xo give thetty'their (portion of -mear in? due 
ſeaſon, as he was'commanded , ver,/4*\/thinks” within! 
himſelf,” that his Lord delays his coinmngy! and therefore 
begins co eat and drink, and be drakeny - and'wharifol 
lows ? Why the Lord of rhat Serwant'will come in a day 
that he ooketh not for kim. and in an hot that he 1s not a- 
ware, and will cut him in ſutider,and ajpoent him hit pores 
en with hypocrites and #itbelievers. Every this mayſt thow 
juſtly expeR ic will be with thee, who negleRteſt rorake 
that pottjon of mear for thy Soul which:Chriſt haty/pro- 
vided for thee ; and hadſt rather patnper-thy Reſh, / and 
indulge it in gluttrony and drunkenneſs. That "very Je- 
ſus, whom thou takeſt 'no pleaſure to refember , and 
could ſt be very well content never--to''come- nearer 
him, never to bchold'Him;. or to have any{ thing more to 
do with-him, even he 'ſhall 'at length (urprize thee b 
the ſuddenneſs of 'his - dreadful appearance, - Thotg 
O thou. 


thay would'{t not Rewember him, . yet then thou myſt, 
thau:ſbalr'ſee him, Though thou could'(t caſt him.our, of, 
thy thoyghts, yerthou ſbale not be able 30 avoid. his Lab 
ſexce, *vii he himſelt.thall haye.miterly- baniſh'd thee from 
him. Though thou be unmindful of him, yet flatter 
notthy ſelf with a cenceit that he'll forget this thy un- 
wotthy behaviour ng, but he'll:remember it, t0-xecom-. 
pencezt onthy.own head in that day. of kjs vengeance}. 
As tvs'\peaple way-Armly-bujld uponiit,. that he'll, neyer, 
forget thieirlabour of loveſ0,mpy his enemies be (ure, ths 
he-will noc-forget--their lazineſs , and want of. love, 
Will it not be4ad tor thee at thax .day,. ro call upon the 
rocks and mountains-to hide thee from. his face, and all 
in-yajn ? And yet 4s. is not juſt' it, fhould be thus with 
thee, who.art how caJl'd into Chriſt's gracious-preſence, 
tothe neareſt communion with han, ;and thoy runneſt 
away, and wiifylly hideſt thy ſe}f; and wilt, nos be per, 
ſwaded to come. an. ;; Alas ! Man, then expe, other 
uGape-from Chrjſt;chan here thay fopodeſt in the day of 
his pavience,,' whilſt, bewaited to be gracious, He. will 
not.eome then to offer pardons to- the. guilty, and t9: be- 
feech their acceptance. of rhem, and, of the Sacraments: 
to. ſeal them; \.:no, but he will then onely. abſolve all 
thoſe who have\alxeady got theig, pardon, and candemn 
thoſe who havenor; wheretorn ifchay think ſt it of any 
conſequence, to look Chriſt in the face. with comfort at 
the.lalt day,now get an acquaintance with. him ,, pyt on 
vy wedding Garment of Repentance, Faith, and.Loye, 
and come hitherto. he his Gueſt : with an humble hold-, 
nefs come and;feaſt with him , yea feed upon him, and 
let him be made familjar to thy,Soul, that his coming 
may-fillthee with joy, and not with horrour. 
1140. Laſtly, if after admonijtions - and. invitations 
thou liveſt in the negle& of this duty, do / thoungt give 
1 too much ground to fear, that thou art no true Chriſtian ? 
TY I know 
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I know it is not thy coming hither on any faſhion that 
will ſufficiently prove thee a good Chriſtian ; but yer 
thy total forbearance may rather make thee ſuſpe&ted 
to be none at all.. For-what haſt thou to plead-.on thy 
own behalf ? che greateſt argument of thy Chriſtianity is 
thy being babtized : but this was done in thy infancy, 
and who knows, whether thou ſtand'ſt ro ir or not, if 
thou wilt not publickly own that thou doſt ſo ? If ix 
was the cuſtourramongſt us, that when 2 Father is liſted 
icte.an Army, he ſhould ſet down the Names of his 
Sons alſo, there to ſtand 'rill they carne to [1xteen years 
of age, at whichcime they were to go in, and write-their 
own Names, or elſe to be ca(hiered ; if they, when they 
are come to theſe years, ſhould: retuſe to give in their 
Names, do they not hereby ſhew that they have no 
mind to be Soldiers ? . And is it not 2 queſtion whether 
thou owneſt Chriſt Jeſus for thy Caprain, it thou wilr 
not make thy dppearance with the reſt, at time ap- 
pointed for the 2cknowledgment of - thy relation ro 
him ? It the King ſhould command all that-were 0 

age in a Town, to.come to the Market place, and there' 
take the Oath of Allegiance, if they-would be, held for. 
good Subjets, how would rhey'be look'd upon; who 
thould ſtay away andrefuſe todo ir ? Now have 1 nor; 
befoge ſhewn, how expreſs the command of Chriſt 1310; 
all his Diſciples, that, belide all other duties, being 
rightly prepared; , they ſhould. celebrate this: Sacrament: 
in remembrance of him , as an.evidence and Symbol of 
their relation to, and communion with him ? How-hen. 
can'we hold them for crue Diſciples, that rghk&and: 
ſlight 'it? But ;here give me leave, according W4my 
promiſe, to meer with two or three QbjeRions againit 
the performance of this duty, before 1 come to give Di- 
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Sacraments are not ts be accounted vain, becauſe 
E xternals. 91 


I. pr rea then ſome in the firſt place may ay, 
what need have we of (uch outward ſhadows &* 
Ceremories,ſo long a4 we have the ſubſtance, Chrift himſelf, 
and do truly believe in bim *What good can we get by ſuch 
external ſervices a4 theſe ? Theſe are low beggarly things, 

not ſuited to theſe more ſpiritual times of the Goſpel. 
Though I have before ſaid enough -to this, yet be-- 
cauſe there are thoſe who confidently talk at 'this rate, 
and are very bulie in perverting common people, -I ſhall 
ſay ſomething farther by way of anſwerto it. 
Anſ. 1, And firſt I would demand of :you, who is fit 
to'be Judge in this 'caſe, what you ought to do, and 
whar not { Are you Servants, or are you your own Ma- 
ſters? Came the Word of God forth from you ? Was Chri-- 
tian Religion ſomething of your deviling, that you 
may frame it, and appoint- the duties -of it as you hall 
ſee beſt f Or came this Word to you only ? Did he who re- 
vealed it tothe world priviledge you to pick and chuſe 
ſome duttes,and omit others, as you ſaw good ? If you lay 
yes, pray produce/your licenſe, and let us ſee it ; for we 
tind nofuchthing recorded in that Word', which we all 
acknowledge to come from God, ' And if you have got 
afiy. private orders contrary thereto, give -us ſufficient- 
evidence to prove them of Divine Authority, and then 
we ſhalt! be (lent. Bot 'cill then it muſt needs: be 'ac- 
counted ſtrange impudence , for filly worms to quarrel 
with the inſtitutions of infinite wiſdom. For if God's 
authority may be regarded, rather than the fond opinion - 
of proud and giddy men,' we need not be to ſeek what to 
do 
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do in this matter, Chriſt having ſo plainly commanded 
us, to do this in remembrance of him,” as | have before 
ſhewed. - | 

2. And lince there is ſuch a command, I wonder how 
it can be accounted-an unprofirable-ching ro obey it ? ls 
there no profiin pleafing God? And can we 'pleaſe 
him any Low tl than by obeying his Commands? 
Let the matter of the Command be. what it will, if we 
know it be given us by God, that's warrant enough for 
our practiſe, & ground for our expectation of benefit by 
it,, though we could not much fee the reaſou of the thin 
in it ſelf abſtraed from the command, (though here the 
caſe is otherwiſe, as | have alſo before manifeſted.) 

3- If any ſhould fay.we now lie under no obligation 
to this duty, let them ſhew where Chriit's command to 
his Diſciples is repealed, or where there is the leaſt in- 
timation given , that there was a time to come when it 
ſhould be out of date, and ceaſe to oblige our Conſci- 
ences. Nay, are we not taught there was no ſuch time 
tocome ? For do we not find the reaſon and end of 
this Ordinance aſltgned to be ſuch , as will make it ne- 
ceſlary to the laſt day ? And this 1s to prevent all ex- 
ception plainly expreſt , Hereby you ſhew forth Chriſt's 
death "till he come, 1 Cor. 11.26. 

4- Donot th:y who tel] us the Sacraments are bur 
ſhadows, and therefore-now to ceaſe, hereby pretend a 
new diſpenſation of the Goſpel, purer and higher than 
that which was ſet up by Chriſt and his Apoltles after 
the cealing of the Levitical Worſhip ? For long after 
this, we find Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper in uſe, 
Wherefore if they are now to be laid alade, 1s it not be- 
cauſe that was but an Infant-ſtate of the Church, whe -e- 
1a ſuch ceremonies were requilite, which are now need- 
leſs, it being grown to greater maturity, and the mem- 
bers engaged to be more-ſpirirual, and taken off trom 
FRE Q 3 theſe 
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thoſe carnal ſervices ,,. wherein duch mean perſons gs 
the Apoſtles and their. followers \were--canverſant 2: But 
do not they notoriouſly violate the truth, as well.asmo- 
deſty, whotell us:this{.. Do we either in the Old. Teſta- 
ment, or New, meet with any Propbeſies; .chat intimate 
to us a new diſpenſation, or different wgy of orderi 
the Chriſtian Church, after Chriſt had faily eſtabliſh' 
it? We find ſuch frequently as to the Jewiſh Cetemo- 
nies,but no where, that Iknow, relating to any Laws or 
Orders that Chriſt hath, appointed; And none, -I hope, 
will ſay our Sacraments were like them, of: a typical 
nature, and ſo to ceaſe by the coming in, and accom- 
pliſhment of ſomewhat which they ſignified. Though 
the firſt diſpenſation under Afſes was imperte&, yet 
where are w2 allowed to find fault with the ſecond in- 
troduced by Chriſt £ Is not this Goſpel-ſtate the King- 
dom that cannot be moved, in oppolition to the Jew- 
iſh ſtate of things, which was. ſhaken: and removed ? 
as we may probaviy interpret Heb.x 2. 26,27, Where- 
fore they who would make ns believe, that in thefe lat- 
ter days the Church is to be reformed,” not onely from 
Lue corruptions men brought in, but fromthe Ordinan- 
ces which Chrilt ſerup, what do thcy but trouble us, by 
endeavouring to pervert.the Goſpel of Chriſt? ap- 
proaching roo neer to thoſe, whom the Apoſtle ſo vehe- 
mently -pronounced- aCcurſed , Gal. 1. 9.. Thoſe indeed 
would have brought in cuſtoms which Chriſt had abro- 
gatcd,” and theſe would abrogate ſuch as he hath or- 
dained ; and when we remember who ordained them, 
It may ſufficiently awe ns from lighting them, though 
they may ſeem but lefler matters, and; as. it were, ap- 
pendages'to , Religion, - And it ſhould make all ſober 
Chriſtzans the more afraid, of hearkning aiter any new ' 
and more ſpiritual diſpenſations of the Goſpel, when 
we remember the unſpeakable miſchief , which this 

| ground 
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groundteſs pretence hath done, -and may do! tothe 
Chureh. Under this notion the Fawz/ifts:vent their hor- 
rid faricies ; and'even 1abomet himielf made uſe of this 
pretence, when he firſt ſet up in the world::: and ſo'any 
manthat hath a mind to advance ſome 'new way , which 
he can find no ground for in the Goſpel.,may pretend 
that it is ſomething higher and more excellent than 
Chriſt thought firat firſt ro revea}, bur now-ia theſe laſt 
days he hath ſent him as his Meſſenger to publitb itr0 
the world. | And as well may we hearken to any ſuch 
Impoſture, as to thoſe who tel} ns, that though, it's true, 
Chriſtians at rhe firſt were Babtized, and received the 
Lotd's Supper, yet now we have' nothing: to do:with 
theſethings, being arrived to a more perfect ſtatethan 
they were acquamted'wih, - zon'Sr+ (1248) 
5. ' How unteaſonable is it, that they' ſhould- eppoſa 
thoſe things which ſo well agree rogether, and mutu« 
ally promote exch other?? whilſt they ſay” they believe 
in Chriſt, and therefore regard not-this piece of: outs 
ward ſervice, But | wonder where they hnd ,' that-fanh 
in Chriſt niay excuſe a man from veeciving-the Sacra- 
ment,: I ſhould think ir'rather engaged him 20 11t.' oF ao 
be it from me to to'preſstHis duty,as that which will give 
men the leaſt diſpenſation to negte& any ether ; nap, 
| hope, t have ſufhciemly- ſhewed alk along, thar I preſs 
tasaſtrong obligation, motive, and help ro holineſs, 
both of heart and life. *Hither ſhould! men- come- pur 
poſely to exerciſe and ſtrengthen their: Graces, and 
therefore it's a moſtfooliſh thing to fayyahey have got 
Grace in their hearts, and will. thereupon ſtay away. If 
you believe in Chriſt, come hither ara} profeſs that you 
do ſo,for ſo he hath bidden you to do', and be not fo ri- 
diculous as toſzy, becmiſe you have faith, therefore you 
will not in this ' manner” profeſs it. .:1f -a Ring thonld 
conimand all his -Sabjets that 'would''go x0 ſick. a 
. O 4 "_ War; 
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War,: to come andſet down their -Names, and after- 


wards come and: anſwer to them ata Maſtering,” would 


it got be 4 wile piece 6f buſineſs, (for any of them to ſay; 
he would fightin rhe! War, and therefore he would 
not have his Name fer:down, nor appear with the teſt ar 
the times of Muſtering ? And: is it;not much-what the 
ſame, for any to.-pretend they'l' keep Covenant with 
Chriſt, and therefore will not make or xenew it in that 
ſolemn manner he-hath commanded ?: What ? wilt thou 
ſay thou loveſt Chriſt, --and art (incerely thankful, for 
his love, and therefore wilt not ,joyn- with thy fellow- 
Chriſtians, 4r the remembrance ot his mercy. ad ex- 
preſfion of thy: Gratitude ? - Daes this ſound like / rea- 
Jon'? ++ And yet. no: better is to, be found in thy10bje- 
ion. Might not the Apoſtles -far better have | ſaid, 


they needed not the help of this Sacrament, to pur them 


mind of Chriſt,wbo was ever freſh in: their thoughts ? 
Burton the contrary; becayſe he was ſo much in their 
thoughts, therefore they were, ſo frequent in this duty, 
And'was thy Spirit like theirs, thy practice would not 
be ſo.comrary:, Aud let me tell thee farther, it's much 
to be feared, thou haſt -licrle or no. Grace at all , who 
flighteſt- atiy-way that Chriſt hath, ordained, for the in- 
creafe of. Grace. A wiſe-man.uſeth-not to ſay, 1 enjoy my 
heale\well, and therefore | care not for my food, ince 
this/is the:megnsifor cantinuance;of his health. Bur it 


ſeems thow denieſt-,:that :thou canſt_ get -any good by 


this Qrdinante;! whereſore, Y fa 

'0 6.":1n theinext place let me: 2k ahee, Doſt thou 
imaginethy ſelt arrived ro the urmoſt pitch of perfeRi- 
on, 10 that chou;lavkeſt upon all neads:- and Ordinances 
AS S_ th;e'2, If fa;'1 cannot now Rand to ſhew 
thee the pridg anid: 1gnarance. of this--Conceit , which: are 
doch, (6 = that 1t 's.danper thou: wilt not he Conyins 

eT: tickers 2Bbutiwaſt thou _—_ {a Excellent agprea- 
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ture as thon takeſt thy ſelt ro be, -yet methinks thou 
ſhould'ſt not imagine, that thou art above the exerciſe 
of Grace, or returning thanks for what thou haſt recei- 
ved; and even theſe reaſons may bring thee to the duty 


lam now pleading for. Or it this be none of thy con- 
ceit , do'ſt thou imagine that the Soul can $300 good 
by external means , which work upon the ſenſes 7 If 


this be thy opinion, thou ſecmeſt nor to conlider the na- 
ture and frame of man in this preſent ſtate, wherein 
bodily things do ſo mightily affct him , and he is 


beholden to his ſenſes for all, ar almoſt all the know- 
ledge which he hath. By this reaſgn men could profit 
nothing by reading or hearing, which is contrary to all 
experience, And by this reaſon jn the time of the Law 
no good was to be got by thoſe Ceremonies, that tipi- 
hed Chriſt to come, which is a very. bold afſertion , and 
moſt unreaſonable , and I hope the clearer repreſenta- 
tions of him , and his benefits in our: Sacraments, have 
much the advantage of thoſe darker ſhadows, 

7. 1s it not very great impudence and ingratitude, 
when Chriſt hath choſen to deal with-us in ſuch afſen(i- 
ble manner, as he ſaw moſt ſuitable:to our natures, for 
us thereupon to call his Wiſdom and 'Goodnels in que- 
ſtion ? When be calls us to offer our bodies, as welt as 
ſouls tohim,and to glorifie him borh with Soul and body, 
ſhall we ſay he cares nox for bodjly ſervice, and there- 
upon- negkFt all. ghoſe ſeryices , wherein the body ts 
employed ? And when he out of indulgence to our 
weakneſs, , hath -provided external - helps meet for us, 
ſhall. we think our ſelves too high for them ! 1s nat"this 
moſt vile pride and ingratitude ? And conlider what- 
ever. we dare to ſpeak in Diſpaxagement of Chriſt's Or- 
dinances., as if they were empty uſeleſs things, will be 


- found to reflect foully upgn the honour 0: Chriſt kim- 


ſclt the Law-giver, 
= $, \ here 
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\\8./ - Where do'we find any of the pious Jervs beforgpol 
Chrift's time, complaining of their Ceremonies ag/bur"s 
denſome,unproficable things ? Afﬀerwatds indeed, whenſ® 
they were maintained in oppoelitiorto' Chriſt, 'whorngs4! 
they led to, and ended in, they are. call'd bepparly EleF 
ments, and carnal Ordinances , but we' hear not-of this 
language before. Though then God frequently ex. 
preſs'd his very little regard to them, compared to theff®* 
more ſubſtantial duties of the Moral ' Law, yet wheref® 
read we any of the Godly of thoſe days that rejetetÞ% 
or diſuſed them ? And what, is onr bondage forer thin! 
theirs ? Hath Chrift put a yoke upon his Diſciples hea-{f 
vier than that he took off ? and what do they better than 
ſay thus, who throw off his gractous mſtitutions,' as* a 
burden too heavy 'for them tb bear ?' * het 
. Methinks thisis fo like the language of Infidels, 
that atl- who have -any mind ro be thought ' Chriſtians 
ſhould abhor it. What wonder would it- be for af Infi- 
del to laugh at Baptiſm, or the Lord's 'Supper, if he 
ſhould ſee them admnniſtred, and ask what Good was to F 
be got from waſhing with water , or 'receiving-alittle F 
Bread and Wine ? But for one' who pretends to-'own 
the authority of Chriſt, ro ſpeak after: the ſane manner; 
ſeems hn ſtrange. If God ge a' command to 
waſh in 7ordan for the cure of a'Leprolie, it beſeems F 
none but a Heathen Naamanr, to asK whether Abana 
and Pharyphar,Rivers of Damaſcs, are not as good as the 
Waters ot 1{-ae/. And he diſcovers little more Religi- 
on, Who ſhall ſancily. demand, why Brea& and Wine at 
his own Table will not do his Soul as much good, as at 
the Sacrament. | 
- yo, I would fain know of theſe men, whether Chriſt 
had power to appoint an Ordinance of this kind, to 
the uſe of which, Chriſtians in all ſucceeding Genera- 
tions ſhould be oblig'd ? If they grant he had; as 1 ſopy 
- . . pO e 


7 
orgpoſe they dare nor Gthy it;/ then let them ſay what tie 
thould have ſaid or done ttiore to lay the- obligation up- 

| hem, than ' he hath done in the prefent- caſe. 1t a- 
wefgain they find fault with rhe nature of this'Ordinance, 
e1Jasifit was not ſuited tobe perpetual, becauſe of its un- 
thiJprofitablenefſs, ' let them ell whery it- begein to be fo. 
ex. $Was it from - the firſt Inſticution ? or after a certain 
thafime'? If from the beginning, what was it ordained for f 
«why wauld Chrift fet up an Ordinance that was goed 
or nothing ? And why were the Dilciples ſo frequent 
init? Jt afterwards, let therm_name+the time , and 
pive the reaſon-of its degeneracy. | But farther, was 
1a, Chriſt able ro make this Sacrament prohrable to thoſe, 
ho ſhould conſcienyouſly attend upon it ? They who 

fay- ir was not, muſt not rake it il] to be rthovght Inh- 
1s, $fels: bur if they yeild he was, then ler them alledye 
ins Fome reaſon why he would not, or rather Jet them ſhew 
. {wherein he hath been wanting to it, to make it ſo prohi- 
he Ffable : If rheſe fault-finders might have been at the firſt 
ro ſ=ppointment hezeof, what a kind of one would they 
le Fave had it, that it might have been more uſeful than 
vn $2ow they judge it is ? 1s not the death of Chriſt here 
x; (ſer out before our eyes ? and may not that in ſome ſort 
to Jafict us, ſuppoſing we know the deſign of it, as well 
ns Jas diſcourſes that reach our ears * may not- this awake 
4 $v5 to lively thoughts of Chriſt , of the reaſon and ends 
\e ot his death, and fo quicken us to the exerciſe of repen- 
i. France and faith, and (tir us up to delire after him, and to 
thankfulneſs for his love? and whert our Souls are 
rovght into ſo good a frame, may we not rezſonably 
xpect larger communications of Grace from that over- 
lowing fountain of Goodneſs, who requires nothing 
more than a right diſpoſition in us that we may be made 
partarkers of his bounty, Not ro mention how fit a way 
this is, for the conferring a right to, and giving affu- 
wk rance 
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gance of relative and future priyiledges: ' 


11. Beſides the Example of thoſe in the firſt ages 
ine 8 


the Church, -methinks the daily; experience of 
this canceit, that there is no good 10 be got by frequen 


their own fault they would acknowledge, they had nd 
hereby profited ſo much as they might. How man 
poor Souls have come in hither heavy and dull, and hay 
gone away enlivened ? How many have come dejedtec 
and fad, and have gone away retreſh'd, and chear'd, an 
have long after enjoyed the benefit of this duty ? But 
they who make this objeion, never, found any.; ſuc 
thing, it would ſpeak more modeſty and juſtice too, | 
lay the blame on themſelves, rather than on the mear 
which Chriſt hath afforded them, | | 
12, Laſtly, I would delire all that are impartial t 
canlider,how plainly God hath witnels'd againſt chis ſor 
of men, who are the chief patrons of that opinion 
oppoſe, inſuffering them to be ſo infatuated and ibeſot: 
_ tedin their own minds ; that, whilſt, they have impd 
dently dar'd to rcje& the Ordinances. of Chriſt as nee 


leſs things, they themſelves have doted. upon the moſlf i 


ridiculous incon(liderable trifles, as it they were matte 
of ſome huge conſequence. Have not thoſe very me 
who cry down the Lord's Supper and Baptiſm, of ont 
ſort or other, beſide many other duties, as formal things 


yet with a great deal of earneſineſs call'd upon us..te 


ſay, thou rather than you, to a lingle perſon, not to call 
Men after, nor put off our Hats one to another 
with 2 multitude the like fopperies ? Theſe it ſeem 
are ſubſtantia] things which they have deviſed, whilſt 
Chriſt's own appointments are empty ' and+ carnal; 


Whar's 
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nerality of ſober Chriſtians may abundantly confutgend 
An 
ting the Lord's Table; were theſe demanded one by-onglar! 
whether they had nor found the contrary, I, believe thfr 
moſt of them would profeſs they had ; though throught” | 
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r's this but 2 mark ſer upon them, (and few Sefts 
s fare without 'one) to let the World know they came not 
pelfrom God, that none who are conliderative might be 
gendanpered by their deluſions ? And let this ſufhce for 

Anſwer to the firſt Obje&tion ; whereon I have been the 
larger, in that it is of ſuch il] conſequence, and hath too 
Whr ſpread it ſelf amongft giddy unſtable people. 


Dm ————— — 


an CHAP, XIII. 
wed] Againſt too ſeldom communicating in the Sacrament. 


1 i 2. Oz. | N the next place ſome may fay , We have al- 
| read) received theSacrament,and ſo have ſati- 
off fiedthe command of Chriſt, and therefore may be excuſed 
ang from it for the ſuture. 
| 1 ſhould ſcarce have dream'd of ſuch an Objection, had 
| ro} Inot beardit us'd ; but to diſpatch in two words. 
ſon | 1+ * I have before acknowledg'd, that Chriſt hath nor 
n I} told us how frequently, or how oft in our lives we muſt 
for] perform this duty, bur yet we may learn from the words 
ph of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.'11:26, Thar it -is to be done 
ed4 more than once : ' for ſaith he, As often as yon eat, &c. 
oflff 5-e. every time that you eat. And then | have ſhew'd 
er you What was the'pritice of the firſt Chriſtians, which 
en may well hold the place of a Rule in this caſe. Where- 
one] fore you ought to obey the injunRion 'of your Paſtor, 
5 ſo oft' as he thall-in"pritdence think "meet to call you'to 
off the-Lord's Table, fince you have ſo much reaſon for obe- 
cally dience, and none to alledge' for your refuſal. 
erll 2. Andin thenext place, pray tell me, had you any 
og reaſon for this duty' when you firſt perform d it ? you't _ 
ſcarce ſay no, 1 ſuppoſe ; and if 'you had any, then I asx, 
whether the ſame reaſon does not ſtill cortinge ? Fu it 
oes, 


EN 


docs, why ſhould nor-your praRiſe, be continaed agrey 
ably thereto ? Have.you not ſtil} ſome neceſſities. of, ſou 
which may here be {upplied, as- well as you had then 
Is not the deayh.ot Chriſt as well wexthy your remeny 
brance now as formerly ? and if you. heretofore recej 
ved any advantage by what you did, me thinks ye 
ſhould be the, more inclin'd ro hold. on therein. -'Bu 
here perhaps ſome may reply , putting the obje&ion ing A 
another ſhape; that they have often attended on thi 
Ordinance, and yet have found no. advantage by it 
and therefore being our of heart and hope, are ready tt 
throw it quite off, .To whom | anſwer. TEA EIS 
1. If it bethus indeed, you have great reaſon to ae 
knowledge the fault is your own, Either youhaveng 
been ſo diligent in your operations . as, you--ought , 0 
elſe you have. been .careleſs afterward , thanking' y« 
had done when the work was over , as if. no more, w 
xequired to make a Sacrament: ſtxengthning to yo 
Souls, than. to-, make food nouriſhing ro your bodies 
barely to receive it; and there's an-end ;; when as there i 
- a ſerious confideration of what, you have.done, G4; 
ſtant. watchfylneſs afterwards, . neceflary to make, it. & 
neficial to you, ,zs..1 may have occaſion 'to ſhew angr 
And eſpecially ſee-that you give not-a kind, of allow 
ance to ſome pleaſant (in'or other, which you are haxc 
ly willing to. be quite delivered: from ; ſuch a ſeere 
partial-cheriſking; of.-any. luft-whatever will be ſure 
Keep you low and+barren,; and regder, all means, unpre 
ficable. Arid thus it is alſo like to be, with, you,.. if you 
are ſwallowed up in worldly bulineſſes, or do too {weet 
ly reliſh any ſenſible enjoyment. 
2. You who complain you can get nothing by Sa- 
craments, will ſay the ſame, 1 ſuppoſe by other meangf © 
and duties ; and will you therefore caſt off theſe r90 2} 
will you lay alide hearing and praying upon this pre: P 
rence * 


_ 


rregltence ?; you may,as-well > for the: reaſon holds as good = 
tor one as the other... + - | Lay 
anll-3- But farther, I would have you beware of miſta- 
all king your ſelves, imagining that you profir not when 
a youdo. And thexefore conlider-what your expeQati- 
af 99s have been, and what you have found. Perhaps you 
af bays expected great joys, and as it. were, ſenſible a(ſu- 
n i Fances of God's love, and to be afterward freed from all 
thifl troubles-and doubtings ?. or you haye expeRted a perfect 
- ir freedom from ſome tfoubleſome temptations where. 
y iff with you uſe ro be. haunted, and from the very firſt mo- 
tions of fin in your ſelves ; and becauſe you have found 

ach none of this in thoſe meaſures you look'd . for , therefore 
nal you conclude you have met with nothing ?. But this is 
ff 59 right arguing ; for thele are priviledges that you may 
vol £0 without all your days, and yet thrive under the 
aff means too; and therefore by them, you cannot judge of 
ouff your probring : bur it you can find the ſtrength of {in 
: = broken, and your heart moreſert againſt it, and you are 
-Y more throughly perſwaded to comply with the whole 
will of God, being firmly reſolved to keep cloſe to. him 
tothe laſt, diſcovering , more and more the emptineſs 
of all creaqures, and his All-ſufficiency, being more pre- 
valeily and-.teadily ' bent to chulſe him as your onely:. 
14 portion ;- it it be ſo, you may be {ure you grow in Grace, 
-regl} and are bettered by the means you enjoy, and may 
. rell be + therefore encouraged to continue 1n the: uſe of 
_ -, 4+ But laſtly, however it be with you, yet,be you 
et patient and conſtant in doing your work, and then. leave 
the. event to God. Wherein upon examination you 

Gf find you have. been wanting to your ſelves, be. more 
ang} caretul for the future, in the due- preparing and manag- 
o 2] ing of. your own hgarts, and ſo wait upon God in his ap- 
rei pointed way,. Let yourdelires be carried out after that 
which 
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. which is moſt needful for you;and'which God Hath proj Y* 

miſed to give, chiefly atter Grace, and ſecondarily afte th 
comfort, remembring ail yoy have is to come from thq - 
free thercy of a wiſe God, to \whom you muſt refer 
what meaſures of theſe you ſhall receive, and how fot 
it ſhall be, Only, ay, let it be your buſineſs quiet] 
ro wait his leiſare,” in' the ufe of thoſe means he hat 
preſcribed you,' for -which I might- give many reaſons 
but I ſhall wave all, onely demanding of you, whethe 3 
thoſe ſpiritual blefſings you fo earneſtly long after ar 
worth the waiting for ? If you ſay no, you deſerve if / 
go for.ever without thern - but if you grant they are,thej / 
pray te!l me, wether it is more likely ro attain them » 
by waiting in that way wherein they are.to be found 7": 
or by turning out. of ir? This, 1 hope, is no difficulff f 
caſe ro reſolve. Tt your friend be gone a journey,” ang © 
you have a mind to meet him uporr his return, are yoſ " 
not morelikely to meet-with him, by holding on ſtill i} | 
that Road which hel] be ſure ro come; thah by going 
back again, or turning ro ſome by-path, meerly ro-pra} © 
tihe your lazineſs or 1mpatience ? Wheretore wh 
your hopes are at the loweſt ebb, -it -is' moſt unreaſoh: 
ble and fooliſh, to cry with that wicked King, Why ſ3on 
we wait on the Loyd any longer ? there 1s no hope, wheref 
let ws leave or duties, and caſt aſide all. Be ture there't 
no hope in ſach a courſe as this, but rather a certaint 
of periſhing, whereas if there be fafery in any way,' ith 
in an obedient patient dependance upon God , yea, 
this.w1y there 1s ccrtain ſafety , embrace it therefore 
your wiſeſt, your onely-courſe. Do but ſee that ye 
want for the Lord, and 'afſure your ſelves you ſhall nc 
be alhamed, your eyes ſhall nor always fail. Get in 
the Pſalmilt's frame, Pſalm 130. 5,5: To wait for the 
Lord more than they that watch for the morning, and a 
length (hall the Lord manifeſt hinfelf ro the joy of 
your 
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al your; ſouls, as ſure as the morni 
4 thoſe who watch for ir. 


ng Aght will appear to 
CHAP. X1V. 


The objeftion of unfitneſs anſwered. As propoſed by the 
doubting and the careleſs. 


L — 


the 3 Owe again there are, and thoſe not a few, 
that will be ready to ſay, They find them- 
e of ſelves unfit for the Sacrament, and therefore dare not come 
thef /eſt it prove to their hurt, rather than to their advantage; 
[emf Several forts of perſons may upon- different grounds 
ind raiſe this objeftion. Firſt, the ſincere .and humble Chri- 
cul ſtian, whoſe ſoul ts in the dark, and through ignorance 
and ofhimſelf, or not conlidering the tenour of the Cove- 
' nant, and through the prevalency of temptation, or me- 
lancholly, he may without reafon condemn himſelf, as 
it his eſtate was worſe than it is. To theſe have ſome- 
thing to ſay. 
1. Why isit, you judge your ſelves unfit for this 
Ordinance ? Is it becauſe you are not: ſo qualified as [ 
have before ſhewn, all Communicants-ought to be? 1 
am conhdent , upon a true enquiry,- yon. will find .the 
contrary : Wherefore be not haſty and raſh. in paſling 
4 cenfure upon your ſelves, as if you were reſolved to 
comply with the defign of Satan'to Keep you in forrrow 
 & butexamine things ſoberly , and without paſſthon, and 
- 2 then give judgment upon your” ſtate according- ro ttue 
rod Videnee. If you be found fairhful' Diſciples, and un- 
 feigned lovers of Chriſt; you will grant your ſelves meet 
to come to that Fexſt which is made/for ſuch. Tell me 
then 19-one word; are you not froityour- very Souls, 
willing that Chriſt'ſhould be your Saviour, and take his 
own courſe with you,to-bring you to God ih Glory ? 1 
TSS P 


there 
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* there any thing in aff the world chat- your heart is ſet” 
more upon than this , everi that you- may be ſaved by 
Jeſus Chriſt ? -would you not account the affurance of 

. this a richer mercy, than to be made owners of the 
whole World ? Yea, would. you not give a thouſand 
ſuch Worlds as this if you had thetn,. for the love of 
God in Chriſt ? Is not this it which lies heavieſt upon. 
your ſpirits, - and makes you walk fo ſadly, even the fears 

left you are wichont true Grace, and ſhould go without 
God and Chriſt for ever? And yet can the Devil ſo be- 
fool you, as to perfwade you all this while that you love 
not God! Have you got any thing here below more dear 
to you than his favour?Do you take delight in any courſe 
thar.you know 1s diſplealing to. him? Do you not long 
to be made more (conformable to him ? To know and 
love, and enjoy him-more, and do him better ſervice in: 
the world ? Would it not be the great joy of your ſouls 
always ro walk cloſely with him, and retain a ſtrong 
ſenſe of his preſence, , and all his excellencies upon your 
minds ? To converſe with him more feelingly and pow- 
ertully, and in - all 'your*approachestg lim, ro be Hlled 
With [a ſuitable reverence, humility, fcriouſneſs , and: 
all holy afteRtions ?. Would any thing pleaſe you more 
than to pleaſe your God ? Are you not ;then beſt at caſe 
when you find your hearts moſt enlarged, and carried 
out after him ? Had you: not rather be following afier-. 
God in the ways of holineſs, and the duties of Religi= 
on, than to enjoy all-che pleaſures. and merriments of 
ſenfoal ones ? Is there any duty from which you would 
be diſpenſed with? Any-command that you would have 
2boliſh'd ? Had you not infinitely rather your heart was: | 
brought up ro the fulleſt compliance with-it * Have 
2ny Juſt-which-you. would fain be allowed t9 keep? bs 
ira trouble to you, -that you-imuſt part with your- fins 
or elſe be damned for them ? 'Qrrather, 1s.it not =_ 

| greate 
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( 211”) | | 
greateſt trouble, that you lived ſo long without God, and, * 
did ſo much againſt him in the days of your; unzegene» 
racy ? Andif you had that time to pals over again, 
Would you not preter a lite of the greateſt (uttering be- 
fore ſuch a lite of linning ? Andis not your Soul really 


- burdened with thoſe remnants of corruptions which, y ou 


yer teel in your ſelves { Do you nor {trive againſt them, 
and carneſtly delire ro be rid of zhem? Would you 
not account 1t a bleſſed priviledge, to be more 1ree trom 
tenorance, pride, earthlineſs, dittruſt, ſelt-will, .dull- 
neſs, and diſtraQions in holy dutics.? Would not a de- 
liverance trom theſe be more welcome, than to be ireed 
from any outward afflitions you-may lie under { All 
you that are (incere (and to ſuch only I am nuw ſpeak» 
ing) cannot but acknowledge that the frame ot your 
ſouls is ſuch as 1 have been enquiring after, how 
harſhly ſoever you may conclude of your ſelves not- 
with(tanding. And it ſuck as you, that love Gud and 
holineſs, hate fin , and are humbled for it, have not 
right to the promiſes of mercy through Chriſt, I wonder 
who have ? Why therefore will you not come to receive 
the ſeal to thoſe promiſes which do ſo evidently belong 
to you or none * But after all, perhaps you'l cry, you 
cannot believe, and therefore dare not come hither, (ince 
this is a Sacrament provided for believers only. 

This ObjeRion, 1 ſuppoſe. ariſeth principalty-from 
your miſtake of the nature of ſaving faith, Wherefore 
tcll me, I pray, what.do you mean when you fay , you 
cannot believe. Do you not really believe, that the 
witneſs which the Scripture gives of Chriſt is true ? 


* Whatever temptations you may, have to infidelity , yer 


is not this the prevalent perſwaſion of your minds, 
that Jefus Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, by whom the. fallen 
World is to. be recovered. out .of its- ruines ? Do-you 
not believe bjyn furniſh'd wich full power and authority 

_ | * ro 


(C212 ) Mk : 
to accompliſh this deſign, Do you not believe that his 
death was ſafficient for the ranſom of the World, ' and 
all other truths concerning him that you find revealed 
in the Goſpel ? And then are you not reſolved that this 
Jeſus ſhall be your Saviour , and none but he? Do 
70u not from your hearts acknowledge your ſelves mi- 
ſcrable loſt creatures, altogether unable to reſtore your 
ſelves, or to do any thing that may ſatisfie God's juſtice, 
or in it ſelf deſerve recompence or acceptance * $b 
that you are convinc'd, if ever you are ſav'd it muſt be 
through Chriſt ; and are nat you earneſtly deſirous of 
this above all things, that God for his Son's ſake would 
pardon and ſave you ? Yea, more than that, are 'you 
not ſincerely willing that Chriſt ſhould rule in your 
hearts, and guide you by his Spirit, and frame you ac- 
cording to his will ? Do you not account his commands 
holy, juſt, and good ? And do you not defire ſtrength 
trom him your head to obey them , and to conquer- all 
temptations from within and without- that would draw 
you aſide ? Do you not believe the promiſes which 
he hath made , and the threatnings which he hath gde- 
nounc'd co be certainly\,true? And do you not defire 
more, that you may have a ſhare in theſe promiſes, than 
enjoy any created good ? And do you not fear his threat- 
ned wrath , morethan any outward ſufferings? Is it 
thus with you , as I am confident it ts, and yet will you 
. cry out that you cannot believe 2- What can you not be- 
lieve ? Why, alas! you cannot believe you ſhall ever 
be ſav'd by Jeſus Chriſt. +1s that' it then which your 
believe onely ſticks at ? But ſuppoſe ir does, you are not 
therefore preſently Unbelievers in Scripture-ſtiJe,' or in 
God's account, For this 4s not that which is ſo 'much 
preſt upon you : obſerve well the language of the Gof- 
pel,which runs thas, Betieve' in Chrift,- and thou ſpalt be 
ſaved, not believe that thon ſhalt be ſaved by Chriſt. =_ 
Ge | abſo- 
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abſolute perſwaſivn of thy own ſalvation is not ſo much 
enjoyned thee, however not in , the firſt place, bur 
rather thy acceptance of Chriſt, that thou mayſt be (a- 
ved by him. And yet methinks, if, thou weigh things 
well, thou mayſt be rais'd to ſuch well grounded hopes 
of thy own particular happineſs, as may very much 
conquer theſe doubtings and fears, which thou com- 
plaineſt of under the name of unbelief. For let me 
a5k thee ſeriouſly, why is it thou canſt not believe thou 
ſhalt be ſaved by Chriſt ? It is not, I know, becauſe 
thou doubteſt of the ſufficiency of his fatisfaQion , or 


. of thetruth of his promiſes, or the gracivuſneſs of his 


nature. For art thou nor fully perſwaded , that he will 
fave all thoſe who truly believe in him? I make no 
doubt but thou art: wheretore hence ir 1s plain, that 
thy fears of perithing arile from an opinion , that thou 
art not a true Believcr, But this from thy own acknow- 
ledgments, I have made evident that thou art , whilſt 
thou believeſt that Chriſt is the onely Saviour of Man- 
kind, . and art as willing he (hould rake away thy {ins 
from thee., as prevent wrath from falling upon thee. 
So that it, is rather for want of a clear knowledge of 
thy ſelf, than far want of faith in the promiſes, that 
thu ,canſt ſo hardly, believe thou ſhalt be ſayed. 
Wherefore once again I ask thee, art thou not willing, 
that Chriſt ſhould deliver thee, both from the dominion 


' and condemnation of fin ? 1f thou art, and wilt ſhew 


it, by uſing the means he hath afforded for this end, then 
be aſſured, thou art a true believer, and as ſach ſhalt be 
own'd and crown'd' by the Lord that bought thee. And 
therefore with great alacrity come along with thy fel- 
lows, tothe thankful remembrance of that eternal re- 
demption obtain'd fgr you, by the blood which ratified 
the everlaſting Covenant betwixt God and his people. 

; 2+; Whatever your weakneſſes, corruptions, 'temp- 
"It P-3 | rations 
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trations are, let them not detain you-from , but rather 
fend you with more ſpeed ro. this Ordinance : For you 
know not-bur that may be the means, which God will 
bleſs tor the removal: of them. And rake this for-a 
certain truth, whilſt you have no in, but what is the 
burden-of your Soul,” and which you labour and Jong to 
be treed from , you have no fin that makes you unfir 
for the Sacrament: nay more, this your ſenfe of {in 
makes you ri-hcly'fitted 1or it, And then there 1s leſs 
Re of doubt, as to the fears and ſadneſs you may 
abour under , or any temptations with which you are 
troubled: You cannot ture be ſo weak, as to think 
your {:ves upon any of theſe accounts unmeet for your 
Lord's Table: For you muſt remember, he never made 
this the qualthicatton of his Gueſts,that they ſhould come 
wanting nothing, .but he calls hirher the neceffirous ro 
ſupply their warits. ' You come not hither onely ro be 
thanktul for what you have received, but to receive far- 
ther, what your Souls ſtand in need of. You would think 
he argued at avery' lilly rate that fhonld tel] you, you 
muſt not go 10/a feaſt *rill your hanger was ſatisfied, nor 
come to the fire *till -you are warm: and yet no, better 
is the Sophiſtry of Satan, whereby he would perſwade 
you, that whilſt you teel fo many jmperfe&ions cleave 
ro'you, and liennder (ach great doubtings, you muſt 
ſtay away from 'the Sacrament ; when as this is one 
means appointed by God for your relief: here's both 
Phylick and Food adminiftred to the fick and fainting. 
And God may take this ſeafon of revealing himſelf” ro 
- you, and ſatisying thoſe donbrs which you. could no 0- 
ther way get rid of. Thus bath it been with many a 
Soul, why may it not beſo with yon alſo? - oe 
3. Praytell me, notwithſtanding all theſe 'favlts 


which you find with your {elves , yer do you not hold: 


of.in the perfatmance of other "dutics ? To inſtance in 
408 | one, 
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one, do you not uſe to pray conſtantly ? -If you do, 


why then will you not be brought to this work- alſo ? 


For afſure your ſelves, if you be ſuch whoſe Prayers are 
acceptable to God , your receiving will be acceptable 


alſo, Without adependance upon Chriſt the Media- 


tor, and a reſolution to conform your ſelves ro the 
will of God, your very Prayers will be loathſome ; bur 
if theſe things be in you, all your ſervices will be wel- 
plealing to him. Wherefore beware. of pretending. fo 
much reverence for this Ordinance, and fo much neceſ- 
ſity for preparation , that leſt you ſhould not demean 
our ſelves as you ought, you will wholly negle& it : 
or-ſure you cannot think this. according; to your Ma- 
ſters will, that you ſhould ran.away from your: work, 
for fear of miſcarxyingin it. Nor pretend, that this is of 
a nature ſo much different from all; other dxies, that 
whilſt you may do chew, you may notbe agmurted- te 
this, ſince, if you be ſincere and bear one as well 
asanother, endeavouring to improve them. to che end 
far which they were appointed, even to- get nearer. t0 
God: thereby , | be fure you ſhall be accepted. in all. 
Moreover  bethink your ſelves: what you would have 
done, had you liv'd.in the firſt ages of-the Charch; when 
the Chriſtians were wont. for the 'molt part, at: every. 
time of their afſerabling, to. have-a Szerament;, (Would 
you then have ordinarily with-drawn from them ? ' Or 
would you got rather haye . contawted: your ſelves, with 
that meafure of preparation,' that pou had then been ca+ 
pable of making. Thovgh think! nat that 1 afn this while 
encouraging you to lazineſs, 0r:'ta; ralh. heedlefly-.and 
inconliderately -hereupen : na, :be as diligeny a5: ever 
you are able, 40; prepare your ſelye3,for fo near an ap- 
roach to the great God, but yetbe not ſo over-ſcrupy- 
oug-as to keep 'back from the - Ordinance,;'or -make 
your coming leſs proficable,” through excellive' fears. 
; 2 —- : P 4 And 
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And. remember Qlill , that the habitual devotedneſs of | 


the Soul to God, expreſs'd in conſtant holinels of life, is 
the beſt qualification for this and every: other pertor- 
mance, » 


£ 


4+ Laſtly,one would think you of all recfors ſhould | 
not be guilty of refuſing your preſence: here, where] 


there is a commemoration made of the love of your 
deareſt Lord. I ſpeak to you that are ſerious Chriſtians; 
well may others ſlight his duty, if /you..chat lie under ſg 


great engagements tot ; will be kept back by any Or: |. 


dinary. pretences. - You are ſuch ,that' are ſomewhat 
acquainted with the greatneſs of that” mercy, manife+ 
ſted inthe Redemptionof. the World, and: will yo#-be 
eafily detained from ſewing forth that death," which prot 
cared it-?” You are pgrfons tender of your Maſter's ho- 
nour,-and fenfible ofour own duty > ſhew- then ' that 
youare ſo, by obeyifſx his command; and preſerving che 
eſteem-due to his facygd Ordinances, iby your conſtafit 


reverent attending up9n them. * i! 31535: LPS 

Others there are, thar:may complain of their. onfirs 
neſs, who find themſelves. at :a'lofs' in their! prepa- 
rations for this/duty,” which yer they are very willing 
to'ſet about, and are defirous of Inftrattions tor. theww 
right performance :of 'n; * For theſereſpecially 1 have 
op ſome DireRions; 'ro whic.1-thall come pre- 
ſent Y. [LSE Wt 01.02 FI HET | "Y 

But-there are a'thirdifort, thoſe the worſt; and; I fear; 
the moſt; who wilt e{&nfe& they are yntir forthe Sacra- 
ment, and therefore will-by no means -be'drawn to ir, 
bur will tell you, thoughthey are not fit now, yet here- 
after they hope they 1thallbe ; whilſt- in the mean time 
rhere'are no (igns of any preparation: they make : [for 
come to them one Moneth or Year- after: another, till 
they are'1n the ſame-poſttire, and yſethe-fame excuſes; 
Nowthe'very plain caſe vf  thefe-pexſons, I rake tobe 
; T this ; 
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this. So mich knowledge they have”, thar'they are coh- 


vinc'd;no man ought' ro:come r0 the Sarrament, who 15 
not firmly reſolved to: forſake his (ins, - and to become 


new man', if before/he have been a careleſs liver , and 
yer rheir Conſciences tell them , that ſuch and ſuch fins 
-they areguiity of, - which'they-cantiot endure'to think of 


parting with , andſuch and fuch duries they believe thy 
ouphr ro-ſer upon , whiteh:yer they have no mind to and | 
therefore ſo much-modeſty they have, thatthey will nor 


. come to: bind:themſelves ; ro thar which they are not re- 


ſolve&to»doz- and thr while they fancy to themſelves, 
that their caſe is ſomething better, than if they' ſhould gu 
and make'promiſes of amendment, and ſoon after break 
them';” and are apt ro conceit , that they mayas yet (afe- 
ly take'ſomewhat more liberty , than will be lawful for 
thera ;-”'when once they have taken the Sacrament, 
whereby they imagine' they ſhould"be Rtrangely ham- 
pered ; 'and- tied to a' ſtriftneſs which they: have no li- 
king to; 'But yer hereafter , when they have taſted a 
Ittle more of ' the pleaſures of rhe world; they ititend to 
betake themſelves ro ſuch'a courſe ,” ahdthen they'] be 
conſtarit at-Sacraments ,' and as devout as'may be , this 
they' proinife to theniſelves;” 1 dare 'appeal ro the Con 
ſciences'of 'many , whether ſuch as thefe have not been 
their thoughts, Reader, have they nor been thy 'own ? 
And-commonly it is either tippling or wantonneſs, or 
love 'to-af idle and jolly life, and a Jiſtlefneſs to all 
piins' and diligence in ſpiritual affairs,* and a milappre- 
henſion of ſerious holineſs, as if it was a moſt trouble- 
ſome'riged thing , thatare the ordinary cauſes of theſe, 
and -moſt mens continuance at a diſtance from godli- 
neſs, 'and make them ſo: backward to devote themſelves - 
entirely' to'God, Now theſe 1 confeſs are nor to be 
called immediately to the Sacrament , bur ſeriouſly to 


be dealt with in order'to their recovery, from thofe _ 
| ui 
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ſaal inclinations, and wretched deluſions ; which render 


them ſo unfit forx,and averſe from. it z to which purpc 
ſerve the former exhortations to Repentance and. Fai 
whereon I ſtaid ſo long. Onely I ſhall here diſcover 


to them two dangerous miſtakes, wherewith they ſeem| 


willing to impoſe upon themſelves, and which chi 
hinderthe - of their duty. | _ 
The firſt is,. a conceit that they may take ſome kind 
of liberty, for a looſe converſation. , before they. have 
bound themſelves to the contrary by the Sacrament 

which thereupon they are much more backward to, _ | 
Now firſt I ſhall grant, that hereby a farther obliga- 
tion is laid upon them, to the greateſt watchfulneſs a- 
ainſt ſin, and to a faithful diſcharge of their duty to 
God, in the whole of their lives :. and the wilful- viola- 
tion of ſolemn engagements renders ſin much more 
hainous : Wherefore it hath been my care all along to 
make you underſtand, - that it is not, ſo much the bare 
Receiving that I would perſwade you to, as to get your 
ſouls in a fitneſs for the work, and to do. itin aright 
' manner. And once again let me warn you, as you love 
your Souls, not to come hither in love with your (ips, or 
. Withou reſolutions to turn from cysry evil way.--; Be it 
tto you, God will be ſanttified in thoſe that. draw 
rear him, and will ſeverely puniſh. trreverence & profane 
rudeneſs, in thoſe that pretend to his ſplemn worſhip 
and ſervice, as yqQu may ſee in that terrible inſtance of 
Nadab and Abihs, Lev. 10.1,2, 35 And for ,ynwor- 
thy receiving of the Lord's Supper, the Apoſtle zellsthe 
Corinthians, For this very Cauſe many were weak and.ſighly 
among ſt them, and many faln aſleep ; and becaule,they 
would not judge themſelves, therefore God. judged 
them, 1 Cor. 11. 30,31, He's an Holy God, and com- 
mands all thoſe to be holy, that, hope for acceptance/in 


the 


their approaches to him. And: he's.aGod that. ſearches * 
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ndeethe heart, ſo that there's no hope of deceiving. him, 
old Wherefore ſtand off, all you that'have delign'd to 
ch] Oft one Moneth or Week longer. in your rebellions a- 
of gainſt the Sovetaign Majeſty. Dare not to offer ſo great 
an affront to him, as to thruſt in among his Subſjes, 
whilſt thou art a reſo]ved Traytor, as if-thou- would'ſt 
make a tryal , wherker he could diſcern thee in' that , 
croud, He's a jealous God, and will nor endure to be ſo 
vel] tempted z and ſooner or later be'ſure- thy Sin ſhall find 
ent,f thee out. If then thou diſſikeſt the holy Laws and Go- 
| vernment of Chriſt, rake not an Oath in a mockery, that 
oa-f thon wilt be ſubjeRt ro him, which beforehand thon in- 
-@-|f tendeſt not to keep.” Here's no jeftmg or dallying , be- 
toll ware how thou playeſt with edg-rools. Theſe are ſe- 
la-f rious things, aiditfore either be ſerious and ſincere in 
ref rhy medling wigh them, or keep at a diſtance. . Avoid, 
toff 1 fay, all you loathſome defiled [inners, that arein loye 
ref with your filth, and will not be -waſhed and cleanſed 
ur $ whilſt this is your poſture, you are no way fit to (it at the 
ht | Table of the King of Glory, there to feaſt with his be- 
ve | loved Friends; whom he hath purified and 'made rheer 
or | for his fellowſhip and favour. © ' I-53 
it 4 But 4m tac preſently reply,you like all this well 
w | enough, this is that you would haye, ad you agree with 
ne | me'to ſtay away, as perceiving your own unfitnefs. And 
are you indeed reſolved ro ſtay away, and to continue in 
this unprepared poſttite, as thinking you have hereby ſame 
more diſpenſarion'”for a careleſs. ungodly life, than ©- 
thers have ? Alas !' poor wretches, bow willing you are 
ty be cheated into nuſery ? And how defirons do you 
ſrem of a freedom to do your ſelves the greateſt mife 
chief? But alittle to undeceive you, let me affure 
all yon thar live upon this Earth, and are endued with 
reafon, whether you will bind your ſelvesr&Gad 'by & 
'q this Sacrament or not ; there lisſo many other _— 
. 
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ſable engagements'on you to his ſervice, that you hay 
not the leaſt liberty more than others to rebel] againſi 
Him : and that will ſufficiently appear , if. you % but 


conſider theſe two. things. | 


P % 


" ,.I, The relation wherein you nattrally and nece(ſ, arily 


," * ftardtoGod. ms: | 
of B: Your more expreſs and profeſt obligations to him, , 
* For the firſt, Co ider, Are you not his creatures and 
he your maker? And.is he not the uphoider of your be- 
ing, the lengthner of: your lives,and the giver of all your 
mefcies ? 1s he not therefore your owner and Goyer: 
nour ?: Do you not owe your ſelves, and all you have to 
him? And1s it not your duty to ſerve and obey him, 
whether you have promiſcd, you will do [q or nct ? Dg 
you think he hath no, title co.you, till in ſome ſolemn 
manner you have profeſt ſubje&tion ro him ? Do you 
think the' ſervice you owe to God, is (0 purely a frees 
will offering , that if, you wil! render it you may , any 

if.fiot, youare in no fault ? By this reaſon God my 
be much bcholden to you for it. Whar,, do not his 
Laws bind, -ill you have given your conſent ? Muſt he 
ask you leave to govern you ? Do, you think it is with 
you iathis caſe, as with a Servant that, owes this man or 
that no duty , till he hath hired himſelf into: his Service ? 
ure you cannot bg ſ6 ſtupid. Burt, rather will you .nor 
yield , that from your very birth you are at leaſt,as much 
obliged to obedience to; your Maker,,, as any Chiid to 
his Parent ? And pray tell me, what would you.think of 
thar' Child , who, when his Father. bad him do any 
thimg , ſhould tubbornly refuſe , ang cell him he never 
promiſed him-any ſuch obedience ? Would you think 
this.a fatisfatory anſwer ? Do you not ealily per- 
ceive, that Children are bound: to obey their Parents, 
eyen-by yirtue of that relation they ſtand in to them, 
though they never cnter into any formal engagement. 
of 0 
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hays to-be dutiful ? Even thus do you ſtand abſolutely 
'Þ bound to obey God ,: the Father of Spirits, before ever 
' Ot you-profeſs your ſelves to/ be his people ; And all your 
rofeſſions, though they are as ſo many farther ties upon 
you to'obedience, yet they give not God any new right 
to you Which before he had not, only hereby you ac- 
knowledge his right, and promiſe to'render him what is 
his due. _ Hence then you may ſee whart an abſurd, con- 
ceitit is, that yon may any whit more freely ſin againſt 
God before you have taken the Sacrament, than after, 
Can you be ſo ſortiſh , as to imagine, that ſuch excuſes 
as theſe will ſerve your turn at that day , when you 
muſt be called to render a reaſon of your doing ? When 
the. Goſpel firſt came to the Heathens, I hope,  you'l 
grant they were bound to receive it, and yet they had 
never-before given their conſent to be rul'd by Chrift; 
nor had made any Covenant with him, But why-ftand 
I ſolong on a caſe fo plain ? | 10:1. 
.. And then take notice farther , that by virtue of 'this 
h ſubjeRion which you owe to God as his creatures , 'you 
© || are bound to expreſs your reſolutions to ſerve him , by 


thy what ſigns, and in what manner he ſhall appoint'you ; 
; : now he hath commanded you , to expreſs theſe reſoluti- 


'» | onsby receiving the Lords Supper , as I have before pro- 
Oy ved: And will you diſobey this particalar command, 
ch andthen think , this will excuſe you from obedience ro 
Of the reſt, To make the caſe plain by a like inſtance: 
of Suppo6ſe when the King had commanded. all his' Sub- 
Y. | jeasto repair to ſeveral places in- the Kingdom ,: there 
"| totike the Oath of "Allegiance , 'many amongſt therk - 
K | ſhonldabſent themſelves - and refuſe to take'it , andaf- 
| terwards ſhould conſpire together , and riſe up in arms 
'» | apainſt him, do you think it would excuſe them ;/ x6 
Plexd that they riever ſwore Allegiance- to him ? *Wh 
tirſt it was their fault that they did not , ſince they 
commanded 


a "3 


edmmianded to do it; and then however they were onl 


d ro peace. and takhfulnefs by living in the Kir 
= , and receiving proteQion Prangres Pring 
Even thus will your-neglect of Sacraments be charg 
of you asa fault, for which you hadno reaſon, but wi 
be far from being admitted as an excuſe of any othe 
ſins, againſt which. you were ſufficiemly tied, by yo 
living .mcerly upoa, God, and receiving all you ha 
from him. | | 
- Bur then in the ſecond place conſider, you are alreat 
obliged by your own promiſes and profeſſions, to walk int 
fear of the Lerd, and theretore have not the leaſt groun 
to allow your (elves in (lin, from your not having recey 
ved the Lord's Supper as an engagement againſt it,- For 
bethink youa little,, do you not profeſs your ſelves te 
be Chriſtians ? And. what's the meaning of that, but that 

ou worihip God by Jeſus Chriſt, and acknowledg 

im to be your Maker and Ruler, and Chriſt ro be. you 
Saviour ? And accordingly, are you not devoted to 
God by Baptiſm , whereby. you ſtand bound to re+ 
nounce the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, and to 
be Chriſt's faithful Servants to your livegſend ? I con- 
fefs, you were thus conſecrated to God by your- Pa- 
rents in your infancy , when, according to che Law-of 
God and Nature , they had full power thus to diſpoſe 
of you : but now you arecome to-years of diſcretion, 
do you conſent to what they have done or not ? In-plain 
Engliſh, do you renounce your Baptiſm, whereby. you 
Rand obliged to be the Servants of God and: his Son 


Chriſt Jeſus ? --You that I am now ſpezking to, will, I 


know, deny this with great earneltneſs, and cry. God 
forbid that you ſhould be ſuch Apoſtaie wretches, from 
Chriſtians to turn; Heathens and. Infidels. ,.Well then, 
if you acknowledge your ſelyes.ander thebond of your 
Baptiſm, aſlure your ſelves, yau arg: hereby as ger 
tie 
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. Iricd from the leaſt ſin in thought, word, orideed, a3 you: 
. J can be by the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. What 
\ 3] will you do then in this caſe ? will you dare to run on 
" Jin thoſe fins from which your Baptiſme doth bind you, 
-< and ſo'renounce it in your praRtice, whilſt you own it in 
A profeſſion ? Or will you hereafter be ſo lilly as to ab- 
ſain from the communion, for fear of engaging your 
had) ſelves in an holy life , to which you fiand engag'd al- 
ready by your own conſent ? 1f you continte in this 
mind, it's too plaina lign that in your hearts you diſ- 
own your Baptiſmitſelt: and what a caſe are you in 
then? For let me ask you, if you had been born of 
Heathen Parents , and were but juſt now- come to the 
> ol underſtanding of the Chriſtian Religion, and were ac- 
quainted what kind of Perſons they muſt be that own'd 
hag if, Would you be baptiz'd into this Faith, and hereby 
proteſs your reſolutions to lead ſuch an holy lite, as all 
Chriftians are commanded ? If you ſay you would not, 
FT hence then it follows, that you diſlike your Baptiſm, 
re fince if it was to be done again you would none of it, 
'J And if indeed you wiſh your ſelves, in the caſe of on- 
in. | Paprized Heathens now , you are really worſe than 
>,.| they, and ſhall be in a worfe condition ſhortly. Bur 
off if you ſay, you would readily be baptized if it- was 
Me | Y<* £0 do, then fain would I know, why: you are fo. back- 
ward to receive the Lord's Supper, wherein you do bug 
renew the Covenant that is made at Baptiſm, acknow- 
ledging your ſelves to be true Chriſtians, and promiſing 
that you will remain ſo ; what poſſible reaſon can you 
deviſe for this unwillingneſs ? OT 57 
Withall take notice , all you that/are baptized] into 
the name and Church of Chriſt, and ' do- ſtand t o your 
Baptiſm, you have hereby: bound- your ſelves to.. be his 
faithful ſervants, to:obey his commands;; and. tv9 behave 
your ſlrs in his Church, ashe dire@ts you z Now be 
| . 
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bath commanded all Chriftians;,' that are of capacity ; tc b 
prepare themſelves , and ſo to receive the Sacrament 


of his Supper : Do you not clearly perceive then , how: 
your Baptiſm binds you to this Duty., you being now 
come to the uſe of - your reaſon:! How is it then that 
you dare neglect it, wailſt you are-fo traighily. en- 
ag'd ro it * | 1 

And further , belide your own Baptiſm , -you Fathers 
that have Children, every time you bring them. to. be 
bxptized, do profeſs before God and the Congrega» 
tion, that you renounce the Devil , the World; and the 
ſinful luſts of the fleth, that you believe the Articles of 
the Chriſtian faith , and will keep Gods holy. will-and| 
Commandments;and walk in the ſame all the days of your 
life: And are you lincere in all this? It youare, why 
ſhouts you ſtay away from the Sacrament, where,you: 
are required to proteſs and promiſe no more ?; How- 
ever', [ hope, hence you miy be convinc'd, that before 
yau pertake of the Lords Supper ,. you areſo far bound. 
to an holy life ,” that you have no allowance [for the 
leaſt in , any mote than yon have afrerward., which is 
thar 1 am proving. | . anal | 
"- And this is farther evident by all other duties-of 're- 
ligion, which you perform to God,: everyone of which| 
tizs you ro the moſt. exat obedience ro him. 1 ſuppoſe 
you are not fo Atherſtical , but that ſomerimes you pray: 
ro God, and when you pray, do you not beg of him par- 
don of ſin and grace to do him' faithtul ſervice ? When 
you ſay the Lords Prayer, do you not therein beſeech 
God to forgive you your treſpaſſes,: and not'to lead you 
into temptation, but'deliver you.from evil ? And what, 
dare' you ask of | him forgiveheſs of Sin, whilſt you 
are reſolved co continge'inirſtill-?::] preſume you hop! 
to obrtimpwhat youusk;;; and canyou'fo.much as flatter 
your ſelves with any; hope that God will pardon your 


© 


4 Ly 
I'S - 
i © 


- 


whilſt yon will not-forſake them ? Hath, not his - 
word plainly told youthe contrary ? And when you 


—_ 


- pray to be kext from fin and the power of Satan, i. is 


not-to be ſappos'd that you. defire theſe things ? and 
doth not the expreſſion ot your delire; engage youto 
do what you can to obtain what you pray for ! andare 


' you not therefore bound ro take heed of (in, to. watch 


againſt and reſiſt remptarions ? except you take God 
for an Idol , and make your prayers in a mockery , /as it 
your ſervant ſhould come and entreat you to help him 
do his work , and then run away , and never ſet his hard 
tor, oras if your Child ſhould pray you to keep bim 
from falling into the water , and thouid throw himſelf 
into It as ſoon as he had done. Dare you venture thus to 
;- fares dally- with the Almighty { And when you 
delire him to {ave your ſouls, and keep you from Hgll, 
i ſpeaks you reſolv'd not wilfully ro deſtroy and dafnn 
your ſelves, or elſe you are horrid mockers of God, 
Methinks you ſhould never have the impudence 16 
come near h'm , or ſpeak a word to him}, whilſt you are 
fully bent to go on in thoſe waies thar are ſo contrary 
and provoking to him. The like I might ſay of hearing. 
the word, youare thereby engaged to give obedience 
to it; for you cannot think ſure you ſerveGod faffici- 
ently by hearing your duty, whilſt you ſer on about ir. 
And for you to come to h:ar what God fhall fay by his 
Miniſter , w:th a ſecret purpoſe to-hold on in ſuc1 and 
ſuch courſes , whatever [hall be rold you to the contrary ; 
is little leſs dangerous and damnable, then ro come to 
the Sacrament with ſach wicked purpoſes. Let this 
then ſuffice to remove your firſt miſtake, that you may 
take liberty in fome' linful wayes you have a mind to, 
before you have taken the Sacrament. pd 
The, ſecond groſs. miltake whieh 1 fmd in your obje- 
ation, 15,'that. you think, though ar preſent you have no 
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great mind to be ſo ſerious, as to ſet upon preparation 
tor the Sacrament, yet that hereafter you ſhall , when 
you have had your ſwinge a while longer , and have ta- 
ken a little more pleaſure, being as yet perhaps bur in 
the prime of your youth , and —_— you hope that 
God will bzar wich you yet a while, (ince you have ſuch 
good purpoſes to become his ſervants for the time to 
come. 

Should I go about fully to ſhew you the vanity of 
this concett, and your folly in delaying to return to God , 
I might fill many ſheets ; wherefore that I may not be 
tedious, I ſhall do little more than repreſent to you the 
very true language and import of this pretence of 
yours, that ſo you may be aſhamed for ever uling it 
more , or harbouring it any longer. When you talk of 
ſtaying yet a while, before you caſt off your old compa- 
nions and courſes, and bind your ſelves to a godly 
life art the Sacrament , what do you in effe but ſay ? 
That when you have contemn'd Gods mercy, and 
griev'd his Spirit a little longer, and done ſomewhat 
more to diſhonour his name , then you will betake your 
ſelves tohim, and become his people ; when you have 
done Saran yet alittle more Service, then you'l ſhake 
him off, and take Chriſt for your Maſter , when you 
have a while longer trod under foot his precious Blood , 
then it ſhall waſh you from all your ſins; when you 
have run deeper on the ſcore, and added ſomething 
more both tothe number and hainouſneſs of your tranſ- 
greſſions , then you'l come for a pardon; when you 
have done ſomewhat more to make God your enemy , 
then you'l ſeek reconciliation; when you have ler 
your luſts take deeper rooting , then you'l pluck them 
up ; when yon have made them a little ſtronger, then 
youw' ſubdue them ; when the ſore is feſtered, then you'l 
apply the plaiſter ; when the gangreen is almoſt got to 

your 
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| your vitals, then you'l ſeek a remedy : Thus fooliſhly , 


thus preſumptuouſlly and baſely do they argue , who 
think it is too ſoon yet tocome home to God. and be 
religious in good earneſt. I know you would be a- 
ſham'd to ſpeak thus , and would ſcarce be perſwaded 
there lodges ſo much wickedneſs in your hearts, but 
for certain there does, whil'ſt you retain ſecret purpo- 
ſes ro go0N ina way of known ſin. Ah poor lin- 
ner | that thou didſt but a little know what thou doeſt, 
whilſt rhou ſtandſt thus unreſolv'd whether thou ſhould- 
eſt yet bid farewel to thy luſts, and come over hearti- 
ly to God by Jeſus Chriſt, Oh dilingenious creature ! 
doſt thou think thou haſt not provokt and diſhononr'd 
thy Maker enough yer ? Halt thou not yer ſufficiently 
abuſed thy Redeemers grace and patience ? Haſt thou 
not yet thrown* away time enough ? and ſinn'd away 
mercies and offers enough ? Is (in ſo ſweet and profi- 
table a thing that it ſhould be ſo hard to determine 
whether it was beſt to be forſaken or not ? Is God ſo hard 
a Maſter, and his ſervice ſuch a burdenſome thing, that 
ſinners muſt be wooed to him with ſo much earneſtneſs, 
and all prove too little with the moſt ? Is it fo ſate and 
defireable a ſtate to remain ſtill in the gall of bitterneſs 
and under the wrath of God ? Can you keep off this 
wrath which you are plucking upon you ? Have you 
both repentance and time at your own beck? And are 
you ſure of repentance, how long ſo ever you ſtay be- 
ore you ſeek ir? will holineſs be good for you here- 
after, and is it not now? Or are you afraid of being 
happy too ſoon ? wherefore weigh things well, Sirs , 
and then reſolve whether there be any wiſdom , in de- 
laying that work which may be put off too long, bur 
cannot be too quickly done : that work to which in all 
reaſon and conſcience you ſtand engag'd every hour , 
even to be diyorc'd from fin and Satan , and firmly be- 
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rroih:d tothe Lord Jeſus. How long muſt he ſeek and 
ſue tor thy conſent? Why ſhould he not have thy youth 
as well as any other ? Doth Satan deſerve it better 
than he ? Did.not he die for thee in the prime of his 
years, and why ſhou!d'ſt not thou live to him whilſt 
| thou art young ? When wilt thou have put away that 
wretched diſobedient anſwer , that it's yet too ſoon to en- 
terrain him ? Hath he ſtood knocking for entrance till 
his locks are wet with the dew of the night, and is it 
ſtill roo ſox to open to him and let fiim in? Oh be- 
wire, leaſt thy continued ſtubbornneſs ſhould even 
wear out his patience z leaſt rhy perverſe carriage 
ſhould provoke him for ever to leave thee , and leaſt if 
ſtill chou think'ſt it not tame yer to break off thy (ins,and 
ſet upon a godly life, he ſhould think it,z5me to cut thee 
off,- and ſentence thee to everlaſting death. In the 
mean time know , that all thy good deligns, what thou 
wilt do, and be hereafter, will not be the leaſt excuſe 
of thy preſent wickedneſs, nor make thy caſe any bet- 
ter with God ; nay rather, they make it worſe , lince it 
aprears thou art convinced in thy Conſcience, that 
thou oughteſt to live after another faſhion than thou 
do'ſt, and yer wilfully ntgle&eſt thy acknowledged 
duty, 1 hope than I have ſaid enongh , ro ſhew that thou 
haſt no refuge, no excuſe that will hold , whilſt thou 
abſenteſt thy ſelf from the Sacrament , out of a lothneſs 
a5 yer to perform thy life, and do the duties to which this 
would bind thee. Wherefore to conclude, If itbe thy 
purpoſe to continue in any linful courſe, come ro the 
Lords Table if thou dareſt: for far be it from me to 
ſpeak one word to encourage thee to forſwear thy ſelf, 
But yet on the other hand , Go on in thy (ins and ſtay 
away, if thou darcſt : for thou art in danger every mo- 
ment of droppivg into Hell, whilſt rhou remaineſt in 
ſuch a ſtate, Thou ſ:eſt then to what a ſtrait fin —_ 

thee, 
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thee, ſo that turn thee which way thou wilt, whilſt thou 
willingly carrieſt ic about thee, an Angel. with a flaming 
{word ſrands full in thy way , threatning deſtruRtion , 
whether thon comeſt or comeſt not , whilſt thon conti- 
nueſt a reſolved ſinner, thy caſe is fad and deplorable. 
But yet one way remains, and but one that I know 
for thy ſafety , even withall ſpeed to-caſt away thy lins, 
and change thy heart and life : and then come as 
ſoon as thou wile to the Lords Table, there to pro- 
fels this bleſſed change , and to confirm thy (elt 
therein. And for thy encouragement take notice of 

two things. : | 
I. It is not an abſolute ſinleſs perfettion that here thou 
bindeſt thy ſelf to; even this thou ſhould'ſt thirſt and 
aſpire after , but yet thou art not to be diſcouraged ,. if 
thou never attainit, till thou art taken into the num- 
ber of the Spirits of juft men made perfett, Miſtake me 


not. as if '] was indulging thee an allowance in any the 


leaſtſin, ro, this is it I warn thee of, and againit this 
thou mult covenant in the Sacrament , to wit, againſt a 
willing, loving entertainment of any (in whatever. And 
thou ſhalt be accounted true to this Covenant, it thou 


- hate and ftrive againſt all, and are humbled under the 


ſenſe of thy. remaining imperfe&ions, being far more _ 
defirous ro berid of them, than to retain th:m, Andit 
upon knowledge of any flip orſtumble thou riſeſt again 
by true repentance , and recourſe to the blood of 
Chriſt for mercy, and to his Spirit for freih ſtrength , 
being reſolved to take more heed to thy ways for the 
time to come. It is here as if thou ſhould'ſt promiſe thy 
Phylician , thqu woulg'ſt be careful of thy health , this 
doth not imply , that thou wilt never be (ick more, but 
- it implies thus much , that thou wilt not wiifut'y 

ring diſeaſes upon thy ſelf, but wilt uſe the means th: t 
are appointed to freſ rve thy healthz and whatever 
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ſickneſs cleaves' to thee will be thy trouble, and 
thou wilt delice and endeavour to be freed from it, 
Even thus art thou bound to regard the health of thy 
ſoul, and to look upon (in as a ſpiritual {ickneſs , and 
therefore never to fall in love with it , but to do thy beſt 
cowards its utter removal : Even thoſe infirmities, t0 
which the beſt are hable, are not 10 be cheriſht and 
pleaded for, no more than thon wou!'ſt plead for the 
Keeping of a little head-ach, or any bodily pain. Thou 
ſhould'ſt not by thy good will be guilty. ſo much as of a 
vain thought, an idle word, orthe leaſt motion to any 
lin ; bur yer it is not required of thee, ro promiſe abſo- 
lutely never mote to be guilty of any of theſe ,. nor art 
thou to judge thy telf unfit for the Sacrament, þecaviſe 
thou find'ſt ſuch imperfeRions cleave to thee ,. ſa long 
as from thy heart thou abhorreſt them , and do'ſt ordi- 
yarily overcome- all temptations to .more groſs and 
wilfull ſins. V{hilſt thon art in the fleſh, thy ſtate is like 
r0 be (o far imperfe& ,- that it will be thy daily'duty 
30 grow #1 grace, and to pray for the forgiveneſs of thy 
xreſpaſſes, to improve Chriſt, both-as a treaſury of grace, 
whence thou art to be ſupplied , and:as an advocate 
with rhe father,through whom thou may'lt be pardoned. 
This I mention , that thou may'ſt not ſay , I diſcourage 
thee from the Sacrament, by making it an engagement 
ro greater ſtrineſs, than it's poſſible for man in this 
life to come upto, lince I do aſſure thee thou mayſt 
ſafely come hither, if chou art but-lincerely reſolved 
to do what in thee lies to pleaſe God, and not torun 
wilfully into thoſe aQions, which thou know'ſt are 
contrary to his will. And this alſo may take away that 
fond opinion of ſome- ignorant people, that it's beſt ne- 
ver to receivethe Sacrament , till they come to their death- 
bed, as thinking that every ſin afterward will damn 
them ; but remember what 1 hayerold you, that we do 
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not promiſe never to ſin more, but not to. allow our 
ſelves in (ing and to this ſincere endeavour to keep all 
Gods commands, We are before as ſtritly tied by our 
Baptiſm, and thercfore by your reaſon this ſhould be 
deferred till we come to die, as ſome of the Ancients 
did, partly through this miſtake, and thinking this 
waſht away all the fins before committed, And it you 
ſhould be of this opinion alſo, that che Sacrament 
pives you a pardon of all your former ſins, and therefore 
it's good to put ir off ro your death- bed , conlider well , 
that it's by virive of Gods promiſes that you have any 
ground to expect pardon of {in ; and by thoſe promiſes, 
to which the Sacraments are Seals, this pardon is afſu- 
red to all penicent believing ones, ſo that Baptiſm and 
the Lords Supper do ſeal your pardon , even of fins that 
may. hereafter be committed , it you truly repent of 
them, and berake your ſclves to Gods mercy in Chriſt 
for forgiveneſs: But it yon think , when you have liv'd 
an ungodly life, to make up all by raking the Sacra» 
ment when you are lick, know, to your timely convii- 
on, this will not do the work, as you ſhall know to your 
terrour., if you depend upon'c : for remember what [ 
told you, that if youdo not traly repent of fin, it is not. 
the Sacrament that will give youa pardon ; and this true 
repentance few upon a death-bed have, that put it off 
til then, Moreover, you that are for deferring this du- 
ty till you come to dye, I mightask you how you know 
whether you fhall not dye ſuddenly , or have the uſe of 
your reaſon taken away by your diſtemper,, or be vili- 
ted with the plague, that no miniſter dare come near 
you ? and farther , you ſeem not to conlider, that this 
Ordinance is exceeding helpful to us, for the over- 
coming of luſts , and leading our lives as we ought, and 
this brings me to the ſecond thing which I would have 
you take notice of, I 

Q 4 2, Namely, 
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2, Namely , That if thou art but once come up to a 
reſolution, ro do thy beſt againſt fin, and to pleaſe God , 
and addreficft thy feif to the Lords Supper, with an ear- 
neſt delire of 'grace to be here given thee from Chriſt , 


to enable thee to perform thy promiſes , thou maiſt very 


confidently expect ſtrength and aſſiſtance trom him, and 
even now to partake thereof. Little do'ſt thou think 
what a mighty blow thou mighreſt give co thy ſtrong 
Juſts, and ro the kingdom of Satan within thee ,” by 
ſuch a firm reſolution as this , made with an humble de- 
pendance apon Gods grace bound upon, and confirm- 
ed by taking the Sacrament, Oh! if thou waſt but 
brought inrq ſuch —_ and good a ffame, as to be 
truly grieved , that Sin and Satan ſhould have ſo much 
intreſt in thee , and didſt heartily deſire, thar God 
would caſt them forth ,' and rake'poſſeſſion of thee for 
himſelf, in how good a way waſt thou then to a delive- 
rance ? If God ſaw thee labouring under the burden of 
thy luſts, tugging with thy backward heart, to bring it 
to him, thou canſt not imagine what help he would ſoon 
afford thee, Wherefore fit not down in a faint dejeRti- 


on , ſay not, there is no hope of ever getting up ſuch ſtrong 


tuſts, which are ſo deep reoted in my nature,and ſo confirmed 
by long cuſtome,it's to no purpoſe to attempt #8. Why man, 
muſt nor this work be done, or thou periſh forever ? 
And the longer it's delaid, the harder it's like to be. Thy 
caſe is (4d indeed but nor deſperate yet , Let neither 
thy preſumption , nor deſpondency make it deſperate, 
T he things that are impoſſible with men , are poſſible with 
Ged.- Wherefore rouze thy ſelf, and gather up all thy 
ftrength': for be ſure , firting ſtil] will bring thy death, 
Limit not Gods power , but ash thy 'own heart, whether 
thou art willing to be cured :''for no diſcafes'are too 
bard for the Phyſician that will take thee in hand. If 
thou wilt but attended upon him, and humbly beg,and ac- 
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cept his help, oh how ſoon can he bring down all high 

imaginations , and every thought that rebells againſt 
him , and ſubdue all things zo himſelf. He hath healed 
and cleanſed as vile {inners as thou. and conquered as 
ſtubborn hearts - as thine, He can (o change thy nature, 
and the very temper and bent of thy ſoul , that thou 
ſhalt abhor thoſe ſins which now thou think'ſt thou 
canſt not live without, ſo that thou wilt chuſe rather to 
be torn limb from limb , or to take Toads and Serpents 
into thy boſomme, than to meddſe with what was once fo 
pleaſant, and wilt wonder that ever thou. ſhould'ſt be 
ſuch a Beaſt, ſuch a Devil, as to take delight in that 
which was ſo hurtfull ro thy (elf, and fo diſpleafing:to 
God. Oh. let not then the ſeeming ſweetneſs of any inſt 
bewitch thee any longer , or betray thee into a {lothful 
negle& of thy duty : If fn would have made thee hap- 
py , thou hadſt found ir long ſince ,- and yet what haſt 
thou ever got from ir, that comforts thee to look back 
upon it ? Or that would do thee any good, if thou waſt 
todie at this hour ? And put it on thy account, no- 
thing better wilt-thou get ar the laſt, Bur little do'ſt 
thou think what thou loſeſt one year after another 
whilſt thou remaineſt eſtranged from God , and think'ſt 
an holy life ſuch a tedious difficult thing. Be perfſwa- 
ded then at length to make atrial, and fee what can 
be done in the caſe. Bind thy ſelf by the moſt ſolemn 
vow to forfake thy wicked waies , and to become Gods 
faithful ſervant , and 'come to the Sacrament with.this 
deſign , and if thou be ſincere , thou maiſt be confident 
of receiving help from God, to keep his Covenant, 
which, by his Word and Spirit, thou art drawn to/make 
with him. - So much for the third obje@ion,- + ' // 
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CHAP. TV. 


Obj. We are not in perfett charity, but at variance with 
our neighbours, Anſwered. | 


| 4.05. HE. fourth and laſt that | ſhall take notice 


of, is yery, common in the mouths of ma. | 


ny,t0: wit, That they are at variance with their ngighbours, 
and therefore cannot with good conſcience come to: the 
Communion , whither none are to come, but they that ave in 
pe#felt charity with all men, and commonly they alledge, 
that they have Law-ſuits , or ſome kind of quarrellings 

one with another, of | 
Anſ. 1n anſwer hereto, let me ask you, who put this 
objetion , whoſe fault is it , that you are not at peace 
with-your neighbours ?, | queſtion not but you'l pre- 
ſently. rell me, that the fault is theirs, But then farther;, 
have ;you no enmity in. your minds againſt them ? By 
are you willing to be reconciled to-them,, and to da 
what: on your part may conduce thereto ?. And though 
theybe crols and perverſe , yet do.ypu. from-your hearr 
forgive them ? ſo that you would not take , revenge on 
them, if it were in your power, but would dothem good, 
if tbey ſhould need your help ?. It's very like you'l be 
readyito reply , that you are thus welkatteRed toward 
them, and that-the malice is only. on-their;part : and 
forthe preſent [ ſhall ſuppoſe you you true ; Where- 
np6n'L demand, whether. you can be ſo weak, as to 
think that another many (in, thall be laid to your charge? 
If your. neighbour be. malicions, is that any fault of 
ours ? Or doth his malice make you any more unfit 
or the Sacrament, than his drunkenneſs or coveteouſ- 
neſs? What a ſad caſe might the beſt Chriſtian bein, 
if « was inthe power of every wicked man, that __ 
im 
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| hiova ſpite, to make it. unlawfull for him toga tothe 


Sarrament ? as by your.arguing it would be, Snppoe 
any malicious man {hould without reaion pick a Guarrel 
withme, and aftet I had uſed all means ro p2c't- him, 
he ſhould utterly refuſe to be at peace , what's © be done 
in this caſe? Muſt 1 ſtay away trom the Sacrament 
til 1 can perſwade him' to be friends with me? perhays 


. that may never be, and muſt I be bound to a thing un 


poſſible ? or be ſogreat. a loſer through another Mans 


- wickedneſs, which I cannot help ? ls it nor enough for 


me to be reconcil'd to him in my own mind , and free- 
ly zo forgive him what injuries he hath dbne me { how 


elſe would thole bleſſed Saints in the Primitive times 


have done , whilſt they were maligned and perſecuted 
by almoſt all Men ? we never find that they made this 
any pretence to keep away from the Lords Table, 'at 
which they .did ſo frequently attend, They thought 


. themſelves guiltleſs ( as well they might )- whilſt they 


prayed for their Perfecutors, bleſt them that curſt them, 
not. avenging themſelves , but giving place unto wrath, 
and not giving toany man jaſt cauſe of: offence. And 


. do you but labour thus: to behave your {clves, and then 
never trouble your minds with other . mens enmity 
,againft you.. Yea , do but thus, and you will fally an- 


ſwer the command God hath given us, to live in peace 
andquietneſs, Rom. 12.18. JI it be paſſible , as much 
a3 in yon lies , live peaceable with all men Which words 
plainly inſinuate, that it is not alwaies pcflible ro have 
the gaod will of all Men, but yet we malt Jabour for 


' this, and do nothing that may hinder ir, and therefore 


above all muſt not bear., or diſcover ill will co them. 
But here perhaps ſome will reply, that they are forc'c 
to vindicate their wrongs, and to go to Law with thoſe 


| that would abuſe them, orithat ſue them wichout cauſe, 


and therefore can they with 9 fafe conſcience _ 
tne 


OOO OOO ET OR” Ron wt — 


(236) 


the Sacrament before the contention is ended ? why , toll; 


this you mult even ask your own hearts for an anſwer, 

For (as I ſaid before) it you this while have no malici- 

ons delign againſt them , but ſeek only to defend or 

right your ſelves in a juſt and lawiul manner, there' 

nothing that need trouble you in this caſe. For in thy 

thing it ſelf, its not a (in to goto Law, if the cauſe and 

delign be good , no more than it was for the Jews to ap. 

peal to their Judges , to determine matters betwixt man 

and man. And therefore when the Apoſtle condemng 

the Chriſtians,for going to Law one with another, before 

'the Heathen Judges, which made it xrterly a fault, he 
yet adviſeth them to ſet ſomein. the Church to judge 

'betwixt the brethren, in controverſies that might hap- 
- pen touching their worldly concernment, 1 Cor. 6.4,5, 
And theſe ſuits may poſſibly be lawful on both ſides, 

as when ſuch a difficult caſe ſhall happen that cannot 

otherwiſe be decided, and then both parties might main- 

rain chariry to each other, if they were but ſuch as they 

ought, But if without cauſe you are vext by men of 

contention, beware of aftingoutof wrath , ſpleen or 
revenge ; yea, or of doing any thing out of meer ſelfiſh- 
nels: for even in your temporal concerns, about 
your eſtate, credit, &c. Gods intereſt ſhould be more 

aimed at than your own ; and you ſhould not ſo much 
\endeavour to ſecure or recover theſe. for your own ſake , 
as that you may hereby be more capable of honouring 
God : andif you ſaw that, through ſome circumſtances , 

it might tend more to Gods honour, to negle& a vindi- 
cation of your right that to proſecute it, in ſuch a caſe 
it would be your duty to (it {till. . (They that have de- 
:voted themſelves, and all they have to God , will under- 
Nand this .and none. elſe.) Hence-you find the _— 
expoſtulating with the Chriſtians , why they would nor 
take wrong , and even ſuffer-themſeves to be defrauded 
rather 
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rather than contend, whereby they did then fo much 
diſgrace Religion. Ferſ. 7, Of that forequoted Chap- 
ter, But yet 1 ſay, when it is your duty to maintatn 
your right, againſt thoſe that would abuſe you, you may 
do this, and yet have no ſpight againſt their perſons, 


{ nor any defire of their hurt ,- if your own hearts be 
J tight ; and may really forgive them, whilſt you endea- 


vour to avoid the injury which they would offer you. 
And let this ſuffice on ſuppoſition, that you are thus 
well-afte&ted towards thoſe , that make themſelves your 
adverſaries ; which if you indeed be, I hope I need uſe 
no more words to perſwade you, that other Mens mali- 
cious behaviour towards you, need be no hindrance to 
your coming to the Sacrament, 

But on the other (ide, give me leave to deal plainly 
with you, all you that inſiſt upon this reaſon for neg- 
leting your duty, becauſe there's difference betwixt you 
and your Neghbunurs, 1 ſtrongly ſuſpeR that you your 
ſelves are very much in fault : and indeed you conteſs 


as much by your praRice, whilſt in your words you dif- 
own it,, tor why is it you make this a ground of 'ab- 
ſtaining from the Sacrament , but that your conſcien- 
ces tell you, you bear ſo much il]-will ro your neigh- 
bours, that its a dangerous thing for you to receive it ? 
Oh look back upon your wayes, and ſee whether inſtead 
of bearing wrongs, you have not wrorgd and detran- 
ded others. Have you not oppreſt, or needleſly vext 
them, through eager deſigns of raiſing your ſelves by 
heir ruins, not caring whom you have injured and 
trampled upon, ſo you might but get your own ends ? 
Dr if you will not own this, yet look faithfully into the 
emper of your ſouls. Do you not ſtand vilely affeed 
owards ſome that have done you injuries, and whom 

ou take for yourenemies ? Are you not backward to 


any thorough reconciliation with them * Do you = 
- ſtan 


ftand npon your terms? and expe& that they ſhould 
firſt:and humble themſelves , and ſtoop to you;, betor 
you'l ſeek after any peace with them ? your great {x 
rits ſcorn to be firlt in this work , nay its well it you ax 
not reſolv'd againſt it, let them do what they will ? C 
proud wretches ! Is this like Gods dealing with &« 
"World ? when we had given him the offence , yer whaſt 
was it began firſt to treat of a peace ? hath the great 
God given you this example, and yet are you too good, F al 
forſouth, to ſeek to your fellow creatures to be at peacy 
with you ? If this be your goodneſs , may northe D2vith 0 
himſclf paſs for good ? for he hath pride enough, anc 
what's yours better ? But farther, do you not cheriſh 
a ſecret ſpleen againſt them , which fills you with ims 
placable deſires of being reveng'd on them , and makes 
you griev'd to ſee them do well in the world ? wheres 
as you could heartily wiſh their ruine, and would de. 
light to be ina capacity of doing them a miſchief ; and 
Jong ro bring them under you, that you might inſult-0+ 
ver them, and make them repent that ever they dif 
pleaſed ſuch as you, Oh diveliſh and monſtrous ſpi- 
ric! that ever it ſhould dwell in the breaſts of: any that 
call themſelves Chriſtians ! Chriſtzans are they call'd? 
they deſerve not the name of Aden. Certainly there 
are many as good Chriſtians as theſe hang'd at Tyburn 
for cutting Mens throats. For did not fear of Man 
reſtrain them , you ſhould quickly ſee their envenom'd 
rancour break out into as bad effets, But ſuppoſe 
your malice be not boil'd up to fuch an height; yer if 
you harbour ſo much as makes you unfit for the Sacra-' 
ment (as according to your own acknowledgement you 
do, whilſt ic keeps you fromit) it'sa plain fign your 
ſouls are yet under miſerable diſtempers , far from be- 
ing truly ſanRified ; you live ſill under che power. of 
ſlf love, unmortified pride or covetouſneſs , waich as 
| the 
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t{ ing the fault on others , but that I have taken off betore. 


6ſecret cauſe of this your diſcord with others. ' And 
gs !- chough theſe preſent differences were ended;, 
gn would be far- from a firneſs for the Sacrament, 
bilſt you abide in the condition you are yet in, nor ha- 
g your peace made with God , but being in enmity 
wainſt him, through a ſubjection to your reigning luſts, 
And therefore you might more truly ſay you are nor 


fr for this duty , becauſe you are proud , and covetous, 


and envious , than becauſe you are at variance with any 
one ; only you hope for ſome kind of excuſe, by Jay- 


furthermore , is it not a plain diſcovery , how little 


iſ {love you have to Chriſt and your own ſouls, that you 
mJ an willingly be ſo long abſent from this Ordinance , 


upon ſach a {ally prerence as this, that your neighbours . 
and you are not agreed. It's a ſign of an ill ſtomach , 


{| when people are glad of an excuſe to ſave them from 


eating. What could not you , if you had been ſo mind- 
ed, have got an agreement before now ! Or atleaſt, 
could not you have done ſo much towards it , as might 
bave ſatisfied your Conſciences, that you were not in 
fault ? was there but any worldly advantage to be gor 


2] by doing thus much , you would ſoon ſer about it; Vie 


warrant you. Bur being , I doubt, very indifferent to 
bacraments , or to any thing that concerns your ſouls , 
2 -- keg reaſon ſerves to keep you from them, {ince 
you d no want of them, nor can imagine how you 
uld be much bettered by them. And, whilſt youare 


inthis wretched frame, be ſure you (hall never want 


one thing or other to hinder you, To bring you-to bet- 
ter apprehenlions of things, let what 1 have ſaid before 
ſuffice : for I now haſtea to a concluſion , only'let me 
wiſh you to beware-6f cheating your ſelves with- that; 
miſtake, which I endeavour to remove under the laſt 
ObjeRion , ro wit , That whilſt you come not to the Sa 

crament 


_ 40 
cratnent , you may ſafely perſiſt in ſach and ſuch aQiF | 
ons, or in ſuch a temper of mind, which ought to þ 
changed before you go thither: for thus you ſeem 1 
thiak, whilſt you ſtay away , becauſe there are falling 
out berwixr you and others; being it ſeems reſolved t 
continue in your enmity, and think your ſelves ſecure 
enough, if yon come not hither in this evil mind, [{ 
theſe be your thoughts, pray anſwer me theſe twe 

- things. - 

1. How can you aeſire of Goa the forgiveneſs of your ſi 
whilſt you refuſe to forgive others ? Have you the impy 
dence to do it? Or the ignorance and preſumption 
to think ſuch delires would be granted ? See where the 
contrary is expreſly told you, in that forementione( 
place, Afar.6.15. Nay, tel me plainly, How dar 
you ſo much as ſay the Lords Prayer , wherein you beg 
of God to forgive your treſpaſſes, as you forgive thoſ: 
that treſpaſs againſt you ? What, do you pray thar he 
would remember your iniqutics, and charge them up 
on you, and take vengeance of you? For thus it ſeem 
you deal with thoſe that offend you, Or do you think 
to make your caſe ſomewhat the better, by never ſaying 
this Pcayer,or by leaving out this Petirion ?Can you 1m1- 
gine this will hinder God from dealing with you accor- 
ding to the tenour thereof ? Me-rhinks you ſhould not 
be ſo weak : No, be you ſure, God will make good hi: 
word, that if you forgive not, you ſhall nor be forgiven 
whether you give your conſent or not, If you lay you 
do forgive your enemies; then I ask you again, why 
upon account.of any ditterences you ſhould negle& the 
Sacrament $ Burt if you do not forgive them , you ſee 
it's as dangerous to ſay your Prayers, whilſt you are in 
this mind, as to come to the Communion. | 

2, But again, If through theſe differences with your 
neighbours you are unfit for the Sacrament, pray be- 

| dS: think 
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| think you well, whether uron the ſame accotint you are not 


#1 unfit for death ? And dare you continue in {uch 2 de- 
ſperate condition as this * Do you not believe , that the 
charity which is required to make you fit for the 


Communion of imperfect Saints here on earth, is as 


neceſſary tor your admiſſion into the Communion 
of Saints in Glory ? Are you not fit to go to the 
Lords Table? and are you then fit to appear before 
his tribunal ? Take this for an undoubted truth , that 
it you ſo far allow your ſelf in malice or any other (in, 
that you are (according to the Goſpel rule) unworthy 
of the Sacrament , it you Cie in this condicion , you will 
be thought unworthy of everlaſting lite. — then 
you ſhould never dare to live in {uch an eſtate , Wherein 
you dare not die. You take it to be a dangerous thing 
to dieout of charicy with any, and is itfate think you 
to live our of charity, or in any other {1n, tor thoſe that 
are liable to death every moment ! Wherefore, to con- 
clude, my advice to you is, that you would without any 
longerdelay go to your brother,and if you have wrong'd 
him, acknowledge it, and make all due reparation, and 
do what in you lies to be reconci]:d to him : bur if he 
prove. obſtinare, or have wrong'd you, ſee that you 
heartily forgive him and clear your breaſt of all ſpighr, 
or _ delire of revenge , fo being carefull in all other 
reſpects duly to prepare your ſelves, come tothe Lords 
Table, there to receive a confirmation of peace betwixt 
God and your own ſouls. And thus I have done with the 
ſeveral objeRions that are made againſt this duty, 
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CHAP, XVI. 
Direftions for a due Preparation , and right Receiving, 


I the laſt place , according to my promiſe, Icome to 
give ſome DireCtion to thoſe who are willing to ad. 
drels themſeive; to this work ; to inſtruct them for 
their ifam-diare preparation to, thetr behoviour in and 
after the ſame. And though I have already at Jarge 
ſhewn what the delign of this ordinance is, that ſo we 
might the better know how to behave our ſelves thereat, 
and hwe thence diſcovered what kind ot perſons Com- 
municants ought to be , yer 1 thall in a few words pre- 
mile a repetition of the ſame, that you may the better 
apprehend and remember ir. 
Know then, that ic pleaſed our bleſſed Lord Jeſus , 
in the evening of thac night wherein he was betrayed , 
to appoint this Sacrament of his Supper , partly for the 
preſent comfort ot his Apoſtles (who began to be caſt 
down upon the knowlege of his ſutferings, and remo. 
val from amongſt chem) but principally tor the benefic 
of them, and all other Chriſtians, in the times that were 
to follow , even till he ſhould cometo Judgment, till 
which time it never ought to be laid down in the 
Church. The great end of it was (as | have ſaid)to 
preſerve freſh in the minds of all Chriftians , the memo- 
ry of their Lord and Maſter, and eſpecially af that un- 
valuable mercy ſhewn in his dying for them, his Death 
being very cleerly held forth by the breaking of the 
Bread., and pouring out of the Wine. But we muſt not 
think , that it was for an idle uneft:Rual Remembrance 
of him , that he commanded this duty , but for ſuch a 
Remembrance , as might tend co the great advantage of 
our ſouls ; even that by remembring our Redemption , 
we 
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we might be brought to have low mean thoughts of our 
ſelves, who were loſt and undone, vut recovered by 
Free grace , that we might keep up a ſenſe of the. 
exceeding great evil of lin, which made us liable to 
thoſe miſeries , whence only his Death can deliver 
us, andſo might be ſtirred up co a greater ſorrowfor , 
hatred of, and reſolutions againſt lin , the occaſion of 
his Death ; and that by the Remembrance of his loye, 
we might be the ſtronglier engaged to him , and here, in 
a vilible and expreſs manner, might ſolemnize our 
Covenant with him , and frequently renew our promi- 
ſes of faithfulneſs, Moreover , here Chriſt hath made 
a familiar repreſentation of the bleſſings he hath ob- 
tained for Believers, that hereby we might be quick- 
ned to earncſt delires after them, and ſo being art pre- 
ſent Grred, for the communications of grace to our ſouls, 
might receive the ſame; and might here alſo receive x 
confirmation of our faith , that we ſhal) in due time en- 
joy thoſe priviledges that are inviſible, and yet to come; 
And farther, he bath ordained , that his Death ſhould in 
this lively manner, at ſet times be repreſented to us, 
that having it freſh in our thoughts, we may be the 
more powerfully moved at ſuch ſeaſons as theſe , to ce- 
lib:rate and adore that wiſdome and goodnefs , which 
hath ſo wonderfully appeared in the contrivance and 
accompliihment of our Redemption z and that fellow- 
Chriſtians meeting together for this work , may bethe 
more endeared io one another, and quickned to long 
afrer a perfe& communion in the praiſes and love of 
God and their Redeemer, in that fucure glory whereof 
they- have here a ſhadow and foreraſt. 

Now as the ends for which this Qrditiance was aps 
pointed inform us, what kind of perſons they that fre. 
quent it ought ro be, as to their habirual quaiifications , 
{o do they alſo reach us, what ought to be the —— 
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of our ſoul in our approaches to it , ſince here we are to 
exerciſe and put forth thoſe graces, which are before re- 

uired to be wrought in us : bur yet tor your plainer di- 
retion, I (hall tell you more particularly how you 
ought then to behave your ſelves ; and laſtly ſhall ſhew , 
how you 1may improve it afterwards to your greateſt 
advantage, 

But by the way take notice, that I ſuppoſe you , to 
whom I now ſpeak, to be ſuch as are heartily willing to 
come to the Sacrament in that manner, and to thoſe 
ends which Clift hath commanded : and therefore ] 
ſuppoſe you. to be already fo far convinc't of the evi] 
of lin, that you are reſolved to torſake it , and fo far 
convinc't of the greatneſs of thoſe benefits that come 
by a Saviour , and of your need of him, that you are 
firmly purpoled to accept of him , as he offers himſelf 
to you, that you may be his, and he way be yours for 
ever. And upon this account , I (all fay line to pur 
you upon, Or help you in that (e];-examinarion , where- 
by you may. come to the knowledge of your own E- 
{tates, whether you have a true wark of grace wrought 
in your hearts ornot, lince | have before ſaid fo much 
£0 this purpoſe z but ſhall now rather direct yov, how to 
exerciſe and expreſs your repentance, Faith and 0- 
ther graces. Only as you go along, it you find your 
ſelves willing to perforin the duties 1 ſhall mention , 
you have reaſon to believe that your condition is 
g00d ; but if you refuſe theſe, you have roo much 
ground to ſulpect, that al is not well with you. 
And though it be uſual to diſtinguiſh berwixt dire- 
&tions tor an immediate preparation to the Sacrz- 
ment, and thoſe that are for a right demeanour in the 
a& of Receiving, yet I ſhall chaſe rather to ſpeak: of 
both under che ſame Head , ſince it hath been my bult- 
nefs all along, to bring ſouls to a fitneſs for this work , 

and 
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and ſince in our performance of the duty , our hearts 
ought to be kept in the ſame diſpoſition and frame that 
they were brought into , by our preparations for it, 

1. Firſt then, I would adviſe you who intend to 
come to the Lords Table to ſer apart ſome convenient 
time, for the preparing of your fouls for this weighty 
work, It is a moſt ſerious buſineſs, and ought to be ſe- 
rioully taken in hand ; Let nothing here be done cur- 
forily or ralhly, Not that | would have you daunted , 
as it it was a work of that nature, that you muſt either 
come trembling, or elſe ſtay away for fear : no, but 
only ſee you be very ſerious; for ſo you ought to be 
whenever you have any thing to do with God, even 
when you {o much as mention his nzine, or open a Bible, 
or come to hzar his Word, and therefore being now in a 
more eſpecial mann-r to draw near to him, in a duty 
wherein a mi'carrfage is more dangerous , 1t's very re- 
quilite that you-make more ſoleran preparation for it, 
liace upon this, the right pertormance of it doth very 
much depend, And therefore it 1s, that I wonld have you 
ſer ſome time apart for that purpoſe , which will be moſt 
convenient in the week , or on the day before you Re- 
ceive: though I would have you be imployed in this 
work more than once or twice. Byt it you are Servants , 
ai\d fo are ſtraightned ot time., or.through poverty are 
conſtrained to daily labour , you muſt watch for the ht- 
teſt opportunities you can get. And it is no doubt, bur 
you will find time enaugh, it you will but be watchful 
to redeem time from idleneſs, and vain ways of ſpen- 
ding it. However #'s better to ſpare ſome time from 
your working , or (l:eping, yea, or eating, than to neg- 
lect thoſe works, for which you had your life it ſelf: for 
it's of far more conſequence, 1 hope, to ſave your 
ſouls for ever, than to keep your bodies alive a little 
while, though you may very well do both, it you be 
willing, | KN. 2, Ha- 
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2. Having fer apart ſome time, ſee that you be nar 

only got alone, and your hands taken otf your bult- 

eG, but let your hearts be withdrawa from off all 
worldly things, and ſer, as in the preſence of God, upon 
an employmenc of no {mall conſequence ; and humbly 
begot God, that he would vouchſate you his preſence 
and aſſiſtance in theſe your preparations, and in the 
work you are preparing for; that he would fer and 
keep your minds ina frame ſuitable thereto; and gra- 
cioully own, accept and bleſs you, who in abcdience 
to him have ſer upon this duty. and beg of him, that 
he would help you in the ſearching of your heart, and 
reijewing ot your life, that you may not only have 
a (ight of (in, but a right ſenſe of its vilenel(s , thar you 
may not only think of it, bur grieve for it ; and that 
all your meditations may be atrended with uitable af- 
teions, and that in all, you may be ſincere and up> 
right, that ſo upon good grounds , you may take com- 
fort in the review of what you ſhall have done, and by 
this preſent opportunicy may he advanc't one ſtep for. 
ward roward your eternal reſt. 

3. And when you have done thns, Let your firſt 
work be , to enter into ſuch a ſerious conſideration of your 
own eft ate, both by nature and pratice, as may be moſt effe- 
FFual to bring you to a ſound repentance. The reaſon why 
I ad\iſe you to this firſt, is, bzcauſe you being now about 
to celebrate the remembrance of the greateſt mercy that 
ever was manifeſted to mankind , wherein eſpecially love 
and thankfulneſfs are to be exerciſed, it is not poſlible 
you ſhould feelingly acknowledge it as fo great a mer- 
cy, if you be nar very ſenſible of your own miſery,6 of 
' that abſo'ute need: you ſtand in of it. Should you offer 
money to one, who thinks he has no great want of it, he 
mivhr rake it perhaps, but not with that thankfulneſs thar 
:n2ther wonld,, who is ready to ſtarve for lack of relief, 
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A man that perceives himſel; ſinking and drowning , 
with what readineſs will he lay hold on an hard that's 
held out to ſave him ? Thus, the deepe; feric you have 
of your own vilene(s, tie more will you adnre Go is 
goodneſs, in having any r-gard to ſuch a wor:lleis 
wretch as you. The greater you percetve your lins 
to be, the moreneed you wi!] ſee of pardoning mercy , 
the more you will prize, ahd the cloſer you! wi': © 


to Chriſt, and the more readily wii you como {they 
ro receive the ſeal of your pardon. The 'oror pour 
humiliations are, the higher ordinarily wit! C64 wife in 


praiſe and joy. Wheretore it will be very 1octal , 
ſpecially if this be the firit time ot thy rec 144ng , 0! 
though it ſhould not, yet [ſay , it wili by ned |, 51:6 
profitable for thee ro take an imoartiall view 941 © 
ſelf, what a vile unworthy (inner thou art th ſo 1Þv44 
mailt think meanly ot thy lelf as thou oughtcſt ro thi” 
and maiſt bz (incerely humbled in the rewemorance ©f 
all thy miſcarriages. And for thy hclp bercin i tha.! 
run over a few parcicu'ats, 

Conlider what a (intal nature thon brought} in. 
the World with thee, being conceived in in , ana ſhaper 
'm iniquity, and bcing hereby a ( hi/4 of wrath. hy 
how 1gnorant thou art of God, how invon at enmY 
wich him naturally , huw exceeding prone to ali | 
and how averſe trom goodnels , as by exyerience tt 
haſt ſadly tound , and didit ſoon begin to fina , 1+ 
thou mailt wel} acxrowledge , that in thy fleb as; 
no good thing, And then remember witli br. kn 
heart, how early thou didſt f:1 upon atizde 
linning, wherein thou haſt been ſo conſtant all ih 
And call ro mind the ſeveral ages ol chy *' 
thou haſt pait through , and the par:icula, 1 | 
times ; the ſenſuality and ride, ana all 
thy youth z thy miſpeace of pr: cious (4416 5 
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and fooliſh ſports and -paſtimes. Refle@ alſo upon the 
(ins of thy riper years , if thou art yet edme to them, 
ſuch commaply as company-keeping , drunkenneſs and 
wantonneſs , or on the other hand , covetouſnels , over- 
eager following of the World, to the negle:t of Gods 
ſervice, injuring and over-reaching your neighbours , 
uncharitableneſs to the poor. Call to mind alſo the pla- 
ces and: relations you have lived in, and the fins you 
were therein guilty of, as whilſt you were at home with 
your Parents, at School], or 1n Service, or any other way 
diſpos'd of : think whecher you were not guilty of tel. 
ling lies, of diſobedience, ſlothfulnefs, and unfaith- 
fulneſs, which are the uſual fins ot thoſe times, You 
will find it very profitable and afieRing , to be as par- 
ticular aud punQtual as you can 1n this review , as to 
think at ſuch a place, in ſuch company , 1 was guilty of 
ſuch and ſuch ſins. And then fetch in matter tor your 


humiliation , by confidering the ſeveral aggravations of 


your fins, as your being devoted to God by Baptiſm, 
and yet revolting from him , when you came to the ufc 
of your reaſon , receiving all you had from him, and 
yet rebelling againſt him, abuling your mercies to the 
diſhonour of the giver, Moreover your (ins are much 
the more hanious , who have had good education, and 
been brought up to hear and read the Word of God, and 
have been plainly told what 1s your duty , and yet have 
negleed it , who have had many a time convictions 
of the linfulneſs and danger of your courſes, and yet 
have gone on in them , and have had ſome purpoſes of 
a reformation, and yet have ſoon loſt them; or.it may 

e under ſome pangs of conſcience, or in a fit of {ick- 
neſs, you have made promiſes of amendment, and yet 
all came to nothing , but after that you went on ina 
eareleſs courſe of lite. You whom I now ſuppoſe ro 
be therow!y converted to God , let it gricye your hearts 
= | thus. 


(249) 
thus to remember the ſins of your unregenerate ſtate , 
that you ſhould live {o long eſtrang'd from God , and en- 
tertain ſuch unworthy thoughts ot him , ang.do ſo much 
to provoke him , whom you have lince found ſo good 
and- gracious, How can you with dry eyes think of - that 
time, when you were like others, fooliſh, diſobeaient, de- 
ceived, ſerving aivers luſts and pleaſures? Me-thinks you 
ſhould be fill'd with a kind of horrour when you do but 
reflect upon that diſmal ſtate : when you think how 
near you were t0 the burning Lake, and yet how ſecure, 
and when vou conlider what a meer (ink of loathſome 
{ins your hearts once were, Oh lirs! was notthata 
fad time , when you could take delight in nothing but in 
doing your ſelves miſchief ? when nathing taſted ſweet 
but draughts of poiſon ? when the very bent of your 
ſouls was contrary to God and godlinefs ? fo that what- 
ever had a tendaricie hereto was navſeated by you ? 


Prayer was a burden , hearing a burden, holy confe- 


rence ſtrange and troubleſome, and a godly life was'aC- 
counted the greatett toil and ſlavery inthe World-;''fo 
that you could/g4 whole daies'and Weeks without any 
thought of God , and never feel any hurt in it. Ohcan 
you without ſhame remember , how you have many 
a titne hearkened to Satan's tempratfon 5 whilſt the good 
Spirit of God hath been reliſted and griev'd * How did 
your loving Saviour follow you from time to time,” 'and 
by his Spirit and Miniſters bdeſeech' you that you”wonld 
be recancil'd ro God ? and yet you did ſtubborniy and 
ankindly put him off, when he had 1aid open to you what 
he had done for you, and what advantages he came to 
bring you , yet you lighted his offers , as i they were 
inconliderable things. Are you not amazed at your 
own daring impudence and preſumption, to make the 
great God wait on you ſo longin vain? Hewhoina 
moment could have ſtopr that breath which he gave mY 
F an 
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and thrown you into the Hell you deſerved , that yet you|), , 
darſt diſobey his commands , yea even reje& the ſuir he for 
made to you, to ſave your own (ouls. But to proceed |j..; 
you are allo to call ro migd your miſcarriages, fince 
God by the power of his grace brought you home to 
himſelt, and ihew'd you ſo much of the evil of (in, tha 
you acknowledged your former behaviour to be tull-a; 
vile as [ have been repre-enting it, and did ingage your, 
ſeives to him, ro become his obedient people. Now Ar 
conlider how you have anſwered this engagement. Andſ, 
though fince that time , your (ins may not have been {q i 
groſs nor ſo frequent as before they were , yet they are by 
-now of another nature, and capable of greater aggraJ,1 
vations , as being committed againſt greater light andf|,. 
experienced love , even againſt that God who huth free, 
ly pardoned you and received you into his favour, he 
Think then how unſuitably you have walk'r to the prof} 4 
ſeſſion you have made, and the means you have enjoy'd, 
; how vnthankſul you have been for mercies, how un-ſ,, 
fruitful and unſerviceable fince you became the ſer: 
vants of God, though heretofore you had done {6 muchf ,, 
againſt him ; think how little you have done 23 Pa. 
rents , Maſters , and Neighbours to advance his glory, .. 
and conſider and bewail all other failings , inthe duties] ,. 
of your Relations. Oh think what folly it was in youſ 
ſo much as to venture upon th: leaſt (in, who have been .., 
convinced that its your own greateſt hurt , or to ſtarth 
alide from the holy path, to walk in which you have ,, 
found to be infinitely moſt for youa own eaſe and ad-ſ 1 
vantage. Let it grieve you to find (uch remnants of 
fin yer in your ſelves , any inclination to evill and back- 
wardneſs ro good. With ſorrow look back upon all 
your ſlips and haltings, and partial back(lidings, that 
u have made no more progreſs in holineſs, nor got 
more good by the privledges vouchſaft you, Be humb- 
| led 
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 YOul124-in the remembrance of your dulneſs , hypocrilie, 
Ut he formaliry in religious duties , being either prore to neg- 
ecd 11.4 them I ſſubber them over 1n a cold and drowlic 
ge manner. or elſe to reſt in them. Call to mind aiſo 
"Y your unfaithiulneſs to the many promiſes , you have 
tha made of better obedience, inyour Prayers , or at the 
ll a Lords Table ; and eſpecially revicw your carriage (ince 
y Our the laſt Sacrament . you who have tormerly received it, 
Yow And having by ſuch like conliderations as th. le affeted 
And your hearts with a ſenſe of your iniquitics, humbly be- 
n ſo ;ake your ſelves to God, and lay open all before him 
UI by a tree and full confeſſion : acknowledge what wretch- 
>" ed hainous ſinners you are , and how unworthy of the 
"0 leaſt favour, and beg of him to work and increaſe in 
F©CJ you that true and kindly ſorrow for fin, which may fit 
Pry you for mercy. And ceaſe not by your good will from 
T0 this confeſſion, till you find your ſouls ev:n melted 
Y Of within you, in the apprehenſion of your vwu vileneſs , 
Jy but however ceaſe not, till you find in your hearrs a 
ler- louihing of every (in,and of your ſelves by reaſon of it, 
uch And if you have but an inward ſenſe of your ſores and 
Pas pollutions , you will not want ſuch words to exprels it, 
Y if as will be acceptable to God ? only ſee that you be in» 
IE cere, and let your keart make your confeſſions rather 
ul than your tongue. Labour to be as ſenſible of your 
*MI caſe, as if you would be if now you ſtood betore a King 
atl whom you had offended , trom wiom except you could 
VO] beg a pardon , you mult preſently be put 19death, of 
d- which pardon there was good hope, 1: he did but per- 
of ceive you to be really ſorry for your faulc, Oh how 
k- afteionate and earneſt would you. be in this caſe! 
all and would have words at will to expreſs youg (elf. 
atl How paſſionately would you acknowledge and bewail 
OI the offence you bad commined ? and with what vehe» 
-q| Bence profeſs againſt ever being guilty of the ma 
ng An 
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And how importunately would you beg for mercy, 
when you ſaw no other way but preſent death, it you 
importunity did not prevail ? Thus behave your ſelve 
towards God, and helicve that he ſtands over you 
now in your Cloſer, and hearkens to your prayers, and 
obſerves whether you be hearty in them or not, Bu 
remember all this while, it 13 an inward diſlike and ab- 
horrence ot (in, wherein the truth ot your Repentance 
cenliſts, more than in bare conteſſing it , and ſpeaking 
againſt it with the greate(t fervour : thele are required 
ro00, but beware ot taking up with theſe; Bewarel 
ſay , as ever you hope for mercy , of retaining any ſe- 
cret liking to (in , or the-leaft thoughts of continuing i 
it ſtill, whilſt with a great deal of ſtir you revile 1t 
fuch an abominable thing, Bur rather, it you find 
your ſouls a kind of hankering after ſome old luſt , na 
yet thorowly mortitied , berake your ſelves to thoſe 
conſiderations which may bring you out of love with it, 
as how little its like to do for you , what an happrnefſs it 
doth now, and will hereatter deprive you of , what a 
miſery it leads to, with other the like formerly Jaid 
down ; and quit not theſe thoughts, till you find your 
{elves turned againſt it, For once again let me afſure 
you, then, and never til} then, is your Repentance 
right, when you are not only brought to grieve tor fin, 
but to hate it , when your hearts are not only broken 
in the remembrance of it, but are broken oft from, and 
thorowly bent againſt it, 

Though this exerciſe of Repentance ſeems molt pro- 
perly preparative to the work you are going abour, yet 
in ſach a penicent humble trame would I have you be, 
even when you are at the Lords Table. It you eat this 
bread and - mingle the Wine with tears, it will be 
never the worſe tor your ſouls. And muſt it not needs 
afte& thee to behold Chriſts budy broken , and his 
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blood poured our here in a figure, and then to think 
with thy ſelf , This was lin my fin, even my pride and 


T earthlineſs, and all the wickedneſs of my heart and 


lite, was part of that load , which he bare on his own 
body on the Croſs, when he cried out, 977 God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? Might not the Lord 
call to me, and even (hew me the Print ot my raany 
grievous ins, ia his hands and feet , and the deep ſtabs 
they gave him ? and yet ungrateful wretch that Iam, 
how little have | valued this his love ? how little hath 
my heart bcen altcted herewith ? where had I been, and 
what had become of me, 1t he had nor thus underta- 
ken for me ? Oh what had my fins brought upon me, if 
he had not interpos'd and kept it off ? how mad and 
ſenſleſs have I been, in venturing upon lin, harbouring 
and delighting in tin ? Sin, which 1s ſo hainous a thing , 
that without {hedding of blood it muſt not be remit- 
ted , and tor which nu blood , but that of Chriſts could 
obtain a remiſſion. How more eſpecially hainous then 
is My guilt, in andervaJuing this blood ſo much and ſo 
long as | have donz { How baſe was my heart to give 
entertainment to {11 , aiter I had heard what it had done 
againſt Chriſt ? and to deny entertainment to him , af- 
ter I had heard how much he had done tor me ? Was 
his kindneſs ſuch as to bleed for my fins, and (hall 
not I weep for thera, eſpecially for the unkindneſs [ 
have ſhewn ro him ! As God never ſhew'd greater 
love to Man, than in delivering up his Son for our of- 
fences, ſo he never ſhew'd greater hatred of ſin than 
by this ation, and theretore conformably , as we ought 
hereby to be brought to the greateſt love of God, fo 
to the deepeſt hatred of {in and humiliation for it, But 
I have formerly more jully ſhewn how the confidera- 
tion of Chriſts death , may bring us to true Repentance , 
and what I there ſpoke chizfly of 43 change of ſtate, 

may 
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may be applied to the particular exerciſe of Rep 
rance, wherefore | ſhall inſiſt no more on this. Onel 
let me meer with an ObjeRtion, that may perhaps be in} m 
the minds of ſume, namely, That ſorrow for ſin at thu 1 
time, ſcarce ſeems conſiſtent with,that hope of mercy that j1 fr 
and thank fulne [s , which are cbieſly required in the Com. 
wmwnicant. Know theretore, thar [ preſs no ſorrow , buf ar 
what is a preparation to joy , and doth even animare and p: 
exalt it, wilſt the humble Chriſtian refle&s upon hi £7 
own nothingneſſe and unworthineſſe, and thence if # 
carried forth to the greater admiration of that mercyfj 
that hath ſo favourably regarded him. And take notice} h« 
farther , that I would have the ſenſe of Divine bounty, ſ| p« 
chiefly to raiſe and keep up this humiliation z whilſt we in 
think wich our ſelves, Oh what wretched creatures are well H 
t has to off end ſo loving a Father, who vorwithſlanding all ow pl 
provocations , us yet compaſſionate towards us , and upon ont th 
return to him is ſo reaail);, reconciled. To retain this aps} V 
prehenlion of love in the midſt of our mournings, | di 
will make them moſt 1ingenuous, and even pleaſant 
to our ſouls; and though ir will make us ſincere and fel 
deep in our repentance, yet it will ſo moderaref} li 
our ſpirits , that we ſhall not ſorow as thoſe without] it 
hope , and I could wilh , that Chriſtians in all 
their ſorrowings would obſerve this rule, But thenf] Y9 
that ſuch an ingenuous ſhame and ſorrow as this is con-Þþ Iu 
ſiſtent with the greateſt confidence of mercy , there is} W 
not the leaſt doubt, for which (to omit all further proof] ar 
of a matter ſo plain) ſee that very fit Text, Ezeb, W: 
16. 62,63. Azd [will eſtabliſh my Covenant with thee | 
and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord,T hat thou maiſt re-|| th 
member andbe confounded , and never open thy mouth an} y0 
more becauſe of thy ſhame, when Tam pacified towards thee, (h 
for all that thou haſt done, ſaiththe Lord God. Itis to be fe 
conlidered moreover , that the promiſes of joy are prin-| th 
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cipally made to this frame. The ſpirit of the humble 
and contrite , God hayh promiſed to revive ; They that 
mourn ſhall be comtorted. And they who come to the 


{| Table of the Lord weeping, are molt likely to return 


from thence rejoycing. 
4. And when you are wrought to this humiliation for 
and hatred of lin, you will ealily be brought to the next 


| part of your work , which is, //eadfaftly to reſolve by the 


grace of God, never more 10 give willing entertainment to 
the ſame,but to be entirely devoted ro God by Jeſus Chriſt go 
Ive, pleaſe, and ſerve him all your dayes. | have told you 
how at the Lords Supper you renew your Covenant , to 
perform thoſe daties which You were <ngaged to, by be- 
ing Baptized into the Name of th: Father , Son , and 
Holy Ghoſt. Renouncing carnal ſelf, you profeſs ro 
place your happineſs in the love of God, and no far- 
ther to regard or pleaſe your (elves, than is conliſtent 
with his pleaſure ; Renouncing the world , your own a- 
bilicies, righceouſneſs and worthineſs, and all ways to 
happineſs , which are ſer up againſt Chriſt , you pro- 
tels to take him alone for your Redeemer, and to re» 
lign up your ſclves to him, that he may bring you to the 
fruition of God , and theretore Renouncing the Devill , 
who would draw you from God and Chriſt , to gratifie 
your luſts with earthly things, you profeſs your reſo- 
lutions to be lead by the Holy Spiric of God, inthoſe 
wayes that lead to his everlaſting Kingdom. You who 
are truly willing to all this, (for to ſuch I ſpeak) 1 
would have you in the moſt ſerious manner , to profeſs 
the ſame betore God, and eſpecially in the Prayers 
that you make, in preparation for the Sacrament. Bind 
your ſelves over to him by the ſtrieft vow, that he 
ſhall be your God , and you will be his people. Pro- 
feſs to him, that he thall be the portion of your ſouls , 
that you will have none in heaven but him, and will - 

ice 
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fire nothink on earth in compariſon of him ; that if he 
will but vouchfafe you his (ſaving love in Jeſus Chriſt, 
you ihall be indifferent ro all things here below, as 
knowing that in his tavour alone you are abundantly 
provided for. Acknowledge his right to govern you, and 
diſpoſe of you, being your Maker and Preſerver, inh- 
nicely wiſe and good; and engage to take him for your 
Soveraign and Lord, to render a lincere , unlimited 0- 
bedience to lis. commands, and quictly ro ſubmit to his 
diſpenſations. Profeſs to him, that you relinquith ali 
right to your ſelves, and give up all into his hands, - to 
do with you what he pleaſeth z conſecrating all to his 
glory, whatever he doth or ſhall afford you, being re- 
ſolved, through his ailiſtance, ſo to improve and employ 
it, Promiſe to him , that neither your own will, nor the 
will of any mortal man , ſhall be obey'd in contradi- 
ion to his. And bethink your ſelves of thoſe lins, 
whereof you have been more eſpecially gutity , 1n 
thought, word, or deed , and of the duties you have 
omitted : and engage your ſelves particularly againſt 
thoſe lins, and to the periormance of thoſe duties, And 
then remember under what notiqn you enter Into C0. 
venant with God , and what kind of creatures you are, 
even poor loſt ſinners, loaded with much gutlc, which 
you could never , by any fatisfaion of your own ma- 
king, take off from your ſelves; and alſo exceeding 
weak, ſo that you cannot by your own {trength give 
thar obedience to God which he requires , nor vanquith 
the difficulties which you will meet with z wherefore it 
is of abſolute neceſlity that you accept of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as your Deliverer and Strength : for he only who hath 
the Son, hath the Father alſo, Prote(s then before God 
your unteigned willingneſs to cloſe with the Lord J E- 
SUS, to all thoſe ends for which he otters himſelf ro the 
world. Acknowledge to him, that you neither expect 

mercy 
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mercy for any merit of your own, nor ſet upon duty in 
your own might, nor look tor acceptance of any ſervice 
tor its own worth, burthar yon humbly depend upon 
Chriſt the Mediaiour for all that you ſtand in need of : 
Acknowledge his rivhr to rule over and in you, as ha- 
ving broughr you out of livery with his own mo pre- 
cious blood, to whoſe mild and gracious Government 
you vill therefore ſubmit your ſelves. Profeſs your wil - 
lingneſs and earneſt delire, to have your hearts pur- 
ged and fanctitied by his Holy Spirit , and your lives 
thereby directcd according to the precepts of the Goſ- 
pel. - Thus protels your acceptance of Chrift, apd 
ſubmilſton to the Spirit, that you may be brought mnto 
the favour of God, and be enabled to pleafe and glort- 
he him by your holy converſation : for all tends to this, 
even ro make you holy in heart and lite, Therefore are 
we married to: hriſt, that we may bring forth (ruit uwto 
God, ROM. 7. 4. Ana the fruits of ragteou [neſs are by fef ts 
Chriſt unto the glory@praiſe of Goa, Phil 1.11 .In him we 
are created unto good works. | his is ihe ettc@ of his death 
and reſurre&tion, thar we might be dead to lin, but alive 
unto God, Roms 6. throughout They are Chriſt's Dilct- 
ples that bring forth much fruit to the glory of God the 
Father, John 15. 8. And thereiore is the Spirit of life gt- 
ven us through J:ſus Chrift, that we may be made free 
from the power of lin and death, that theearnal mind 
might be taken away, and we made (ſubje& ro God , and 
able to pleaſe him; yea , that we might riſe up to an 
higher kind of lite, more {pirtcua] and heavenly than 
was ordinarily attainabje under the Law, Rom. 3. the 
former part of that Chapter. | his being then the ſum 
of all, to devote your ſelves to God by Jeſus Chr 4/t, to live 
in his love and fear, andin ſtrift obedience to his Laws, 
till you ſha'l be taken to glory; you that are ——_ 
purpoſe] to d9 this, and have made promiſes thereof 
5 b<t\w:xt 
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betwixt God and your own ſouls , do: you eat ihe 


Bread and drink the Wine in the Sacrament as a con- 
firmation of. theſe promiſes. Let this be remembred [ 
beſcech you, whatever you forget , That hereby jou as 
moſt ſiraightly engage your ſeltes to lwve a Righteous, Sober 
and Gealy life , from this very day , and to the end of your 
dayes. This ſome give as the realon , why the Name 
Sacrament is put upon Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, 
becauſe they are of a like nature with that Oath , which 
Souldiers were wont to take,to be ob: dient to their Ge- 
neral, and rather todye than 10 forſake their Colows, 
which military Oath was called a Sacrament , and thus 
both by Bapriſm and the Lord's Supper are we conſecra- 
ted to the ſervice of God. A very Heathen ancient- 
ly, when he gave an account of the praQtice of the 
Chriſtians, ſaid of them , that they did ſometimes in 
their aſſemblies , by eating and drinking together, en- 
gage one another to abſtain rrom theft, murder, adul- 
tery, and all kind of wickedrieb , fo right a notion he 
had of the delign of this duty. Imagine chen you heard 
Chriſt ſaying, All that will hearken unto me, and become 
ſuch as I would have them, both in their hearts and lives, 
let them come and take the Sacrament. a4 witneſs of their 
reſolution to cleave to me. And let the voice of your Soul 
in anſwer be, Lera,T am willing to hearken to thee, to take 


thee for my Redeemer and Lord, and it is my wnfeigned' 


deſire to be holy 'as thou would ſt have me, it is my reſoluti« 
on from this time forward, by the help of thy Spirit, to yeild 
& ſincere obeadzence to all thy commanas , and not allow my 
ſelf in any known ſin, whilſt life ſhall laſt, and in witneſs 
hereof Itake this Sacrament, which thou haſt call'd me to. 
And thus thou do'ſt plight thy troth ro Jeſus Chriſt, by 
pang of rheſe conſecrated Elements, as friends are 
wont to break a piece of Silver berwixt them, to bind 
each other the faſter to the promiſes they make ; or - 
[ 
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the Man and Woman expreſs their conſent to a Mat- 


riage,by their uſe of the Ring, And hereby thou do'ſt 


in effe:t profeſs, that thou expeRe(ft Salvation by 
Chriſt upon no other terms, than as thou ſhalt be found 
faithiul in making and keeping this Covenant with 
him. Thou mayſt cafily perceivEthis 1s no trifling mat- 
ter, and theretore good reaſon there is, I ſhould adviſe 
thee to be ſerious and deliberate in it, leſt by thy hy- 
pocrilie thou ſhoald'ſt even bind over thy ſelf ro dam- 
nation ; for if thy heart will nor conſent to ſuch a Co- 
venant as I have deſcribed, think not I go about to per- 
{wade thee to difſemble with God, Bur yet remember, 
there is nothing in all this, that may afford any ground 
of heſitation or doubting, whether thou ſhould'ſt do ir 
or nor, unleſs thou art in doubt, whether thou had'ſt 


beſt be ſav'd or damn'd: for except thy heart be 


Yovghr to ſuch a ſubj:Aion ro,and cloſure with Chriſt, 
it's im {e thou (honld'ſt ever be ſaved by him, This 
WeddifWWparment of Faith and Obedience , which 1 
would have thee put on, is as neceſſary for thy bzing 
received into Heaven, as for thy bang a welcome Guelt 
at this Table. And by the way conlider how yon have 
endangered your Souls, you who have from time to 
time received Sacraments, and never thought of ary 
fuch Engagement as this , which yet the very aQion it 
ſelf layes upon you; nor ever took care to be faithful 
thereto; In what a daring manner have yon Jaid your 
ſelves open to vengeance! And how great is that pa- 
tience which hath hitherto bore with you ? even whilſt 
you have been wilfully guilty of moſt horrid perjury. 1 
mention trot this to drive you to diſpair, no, there is yet 
hope of mercy concerning this thing, if now at lengili 
you are but ſenſible of your miſeatrfape, and will care- 
tully reform it for the future. | 

Whoever you ate, that do now from yout very 
S 3 hearts 
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kearts render up your ſelves to God by your Redeemer, 
doubt not of a gracious acceptance ; you that with fuch 
deligns to aſſemble to this Supper, (and none elſe are 
fit to. come there) of you will Chriſt ſay, when he lcoks 
upon you as one of his Diſciples who fat abouc him, 
Behold my mother and my brethren, Mar. 3. 34. for as 
he there adds, ver. 35. whoſoever ſhall do the will of God, 
the ſame is his Brother, Siſter, and Mother. Yea, to you 
will the Lord Almighty lay, I will be a Father unto you, 
and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, 2 Cor. 6, 18, 
and fately may you regard your ſelves in this comforta- 
ble nearneſs of relation tro him, which brings me to the 
next. 

'5. Youthatare thus truly humbled for ſin, and 
turned from it to God by Jeſus Chriſt , upon good 
grounds may, and ought to believe , that God will make 
good all the promiſes of his Covenant which he hath made 
ſach 4s you are. Whereupon you may» with,an h 
boidneſs beg the ſame at his hands, and rdingly 
do it. Humbly beſeech him to deal with you according 
to thoſe gracious pramiles, wherein he hath cauſed you 
to truit, And for the ſtrengthning of your faith, con(i- 
der ſome of the chief of them, and plcad them with 
God in prayer,and beg the bleſſings contained therein, 
Pray earneſtly that the Blood of Chriſt may cleanſe you 
from all unrighteouſneſs,that your imquities may be remen- 
bred #0 more, bur that you may have peace with him being 
freely jultified by his grace. Beſeech him to give you his 
Holy Spirit.,to carry on the work of faith with power, to en- 
able you againſt remprations of all ſorts, ro fill you 
with peace and joy, tolead you in the way wherein he 
would have you to walk, & to perform that good thing by 
hath begun in you to the day of Jeſus. Pray that you may 
be found in Chriſt, at that great approaching day, and 


may ſtand betore him with boldneſs, and be bes 
| ge 


NN 
ged from all accuſations, and ſet with the ſheep on his 
right hand, and with that little Flock be received into 
the Kingdom, which he hath promiſeU to all thar love 
him. And ſince you are as yet in the body; which ſtands 
in need of outward comforts and ſupplies, and are 1 a 
World where you have relations, triends, and affairs, 
wherein you are concern'd, you have promiſes touching 
theſe alſo, and may therefore conhidently beg your 
Heavenly Father, who knows what you need, to take 


| care of you and yours, and turnith' you with what he 


ſees convenient for you , to direct you in all difficukies, 
and by his providence fo to order all your affairs may 
tend moſt to his glory, and your good. Ak theſe things 
of God, and what ever you perceive neceſſary, and doubt 
nor bur they ſhall be given unto you more abundantly 
than you can ask or think, and look upon them as con- 
firmed ro you by the Sacrament. But remember al- 
wayes, that its tor Chriſt's ſake that theſe mercies*are 
eonferr'd upon you, fo that you are to acknowledge your 
ſelves unworthy of the leaſt -of them, and 'confeſs' if 
you had your own deſert , you ſhould be ſtript of all 
comtorts, and be aid under the greateſt miſeries, Pro- 
feſs rherefore all that-you hope for, -is on the account 
of Jeſus Chriſt;- who hath purchaſt-all chings needful 
for the happineſs of his pzople, after a forfeiture was: 
made of all by the. fall of Adam : through him are 
theſe good things promiſed. and theſe promiſes fulfied.- 
In the new Covenant founded in his blood, they all ac- 
company his perſon, and are aſcertained to thoſe that 
cordially receive him, as the Wife by taking a Noble- 
man to her Husband, is made partaker of his Eſtate and 
Honours. $0 that having Chriſt to be yours, all that is 
in Heaven or Earth to do you good is yours alſo,by ver- 
tue of that Covenant which ſhall-never fail: faithtul is 
he that hath promiſed, and will dy 3t. - | 
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Wherefore this -Sacrament which you are about to 
receive, being a Seal of that Covenant, you are 10 take | yi 
it as an aſſurance and pledge, that all the bleſſings of it,. | ſe 
ſuch things as I direted you to pray for, {hall be be-. | cr 
ſtowed upon you, in that time and order which God ſees. | pc 
beſt. Here then you ſee is work for faith,if you would | y« 
receive the comfort which this Ordinance holds forth, A 
And more parzicularly, 1 ſhall cell you in two words, | d« 
what it is for principally, and in what manner you are | of 
here to exerciſe fauh, th 

I. Look upon the Sacrament as ſealing to jou a full and. |} e 
free pardon of all the ſms you ſtand in need of, whether by | il 
nature or. prattice, ſo that none of them (hall be laid to Þ $. 
your charge, ſo as to condemn you at judgment. And | b 
tor your cleerer proceeding herein, you are to appre-. | n 
hend the Sacrament as joyn'd to the promiſe of pardon | hi 
in the Goſpel, and ſo to look upon jt as a Seal annext to. | a 
a Writing, that promiſeth mercy to Rebels that ſubmig. | y 
themſelves: - And if a King ſhould ſend his Officers } C 
with many ſuch Writings, to a company of men that 'Þ a 
were riſen up in Arms againſt him, and the Officer Þ ( 
thould tell chem, Sirs, here's a gracious meſſage ſent you | 2 
from the King, here are papers uuder his own hana, where-, | + 
in he aſſnres a Pardon to ſuch of you that 'wilt naw come | | 

' 
4 
| 
| 


in, and here's alſo his own Seal put to them for your greater 
aſſurance, all which for your ſecurity, [le:-put into your 
hand preſently, if you ſubmit your ſelves. They who 
upon this come in, and take theſe Papers, have a pardon 
thereby given them, which they may. boldly produce, 
if afterwards they ſhould be accuſed. Eyen thus are 
you to conceive God's Embaſſador ſaying to you: 
All you that are willing to recerve jeſus Chriſt torule over 
70u, and [ave jou, he bath promiſed in his Goſpel toforg we 
all your ſins, and (beſide that of Baptiſm) hath ordaind | 
the Sacrament of his Swpper,as a Seal of this gracions 3 
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m/e, bis Inftrument of pardon , and here I ſtand by bi ap- 


pointment 10 give out the ſame. You now' who find your 
ſelves willing thus to receive Chriſt, are to take this Sa- 
crament as an aſſurance that this promiſe ſhall be made 
goodtoyou; and ſo look upon it, and with this quiet 
—_ Conſcience, when it is unjuſtly clamorous, and fi- 
ence Satan when he haunts you with temptations to 
deſpair : Then ſy within thy ſclf, here's the Word 
of God aſſuring forgiveneſs to all that rake Chriſt for 
their Lord and Saviour, which by his Grace 1] find my 
ſelf inclined and enabled to do, and he hath bound 
this word with his Oath, and to both he hath added his 
Sacraments as Seals, - and ſhall this three-fold Cord be 
broken ? what ſhould give me fati:-faion, if this do 
not ? wherefore, be gone, Satan, ſhall l not rather be» 
lieve thou art a Lyar, who telleſt me, repent and believe, 
and do all that I can, my (ins are fo great they can ne. 
ver be forgiven, than once ſufpe& that the moſt true 
God, will ever revoke that which he hath ſaid and ſworn 
and (ealed ro? And at the great Judgment Day 
Chriſt will own his Hand and Seal, and then ſolemnly 

it thee, whom he now pardons -by his Goſpel, 
Sately then mayſt thou triumph with the Apoſtle, Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God 5 Eleft ? It's God 
that juſtifieth : Who is he that condemneth? It's Chriſt that 
died, &c. And this Chriſt with his whole purpoſe is 


- made over to thee, Oh believing Soul. Even by his 


Sacrament 1s his blood as e«ffteStually made thine, to 
walh off all the Guilt that cleaves to thee, as if thou 
had'ſt been barl''d in his warm blood to that purpoſe, 
yea much more effeAually. 

2. The other dire&ion | would give you is, 'T hat 
you take the Sacrament 41 an earneſt of the everlaſting 
Gloyy, which (hall ſhortly without queſtion be vouchſ#tr 


* to you, who remain ſtedfaſt in your covenant with God. 
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Here in like manneriyou are to loak upon the Golpel, 
as 2 deed of gift whereby,through Chriſt;.an Inheritance | 
inthe Heavens is ſettled upon you, to. which deed alſo. 


the Sacrament doth ſea/. Even as an Houſe is made 
over by the delivery of a Key, and Land by a Tarf, ſo 
there is a kind-ot conveyance of Heaven'it ſelt made 
to you, by the delivery of the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine into your hands., And when you receive them, 
imagine you heard God ſaying to. you , Here. poor Soul, 
take this in Earneſt of that eternal life, which I have prepa: 
red for, will beſtow upon thee. And if the heavenly King- 
dom be thus affured to you,, on condition of your con- 
tinuance- in the love of God, you need nor queſtion 
but all things needful for your paſlage thither, are here- 
in comprehended. If you ſhall have glory given you, 
then be ſure you ſhall have that Grace which .may- fit 
youfor, and bring you to it, waereof I (hall ſpeak pars 
ticularly under the next head. And it you are thos rich» 
ly provided for as to your Souls, do you think your bo- 
dies (hall be negleted ? No, never teqgr it , whatever 
ſhall be found really good for you, ſhall be vouchſat'd} 
VWhat (hall you have Chriſt and his Spirit, Grace, and 
Glory ? And do you queſtion whether you hall have 
food and raiment ?* Will the Father make his Son'Heir 
of all when he comes to age, and will he not  aftord: him 
a maintenance 'rill then ? Onely refer all your concern\ 
ments to God, to deal with you as he (hall think fir, 
and queſtion not but he't diſpoſe of all ro your content- 
ment, if you be reaſonable. The whole World is, in 
the hands of your Father,and-it is not for want of pow« 
er or love, 1f you have not the; \greateRt ſhare in it ;- but 
it is from his wiſdam and mercy , which will rather give 
youthe beſt. He th it ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for you, , and hath given him to you, how - fagli 
he not with hin freely give you all things * Rom. $..3 2, 
Would 
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Would you have a larger word ? 1s there any thing: you 
want not contained in this { The like-you may lee, 


\ | Cor. 3. 21,22. Things preſent and things to tome, \aW 


are Jours, ye being Chriſts. And as Godlineſs thus' hath 
the promiſes of this life , and that Which 1s to come, 16 
both ſorts of promiſes are here confirmed to you by the 
Sacrament, which is a Seal of that ful] Covenant, wheres 
in-bleſſings both of the right hand and of the lett , are 
given to Believers. 

; You may ſeethen, I hope, by this time, that this-4s 
no common Bread and Wine which is appointed for fo 
great purpoſes. If a rwig was given into your hands, 
whereby ſome great Eſtare was conveyed to you, you 
would value it ſure above a common ſtick. Wheretore 


| if you would not be lamentably wanting to your felves, 


and Enemies to your own comforts, 1 beſeech you. all 
you thar love the Lord Jeſus, know your own priviled: 
ges, and fix theſe things firmly. on your. minds y andlet 
not the greatneſs of them hinder your belief, fince they 
arc as ſure as great ;; 'bur ſee thar'yon'apprehend a re- 
ality-in all that'is done at this holy Table, See Chriſt 
himſelt.in the Miniſter, ſee alſo the benefits that come 
by Chriſt-in the: Brezd and Wine, and ſtedfaſtly /bes 
Meve that theſe are given you by: Chriſt, as' verily! as 
the Elements are given .you: by the Miniſter, For par» 
don; and right toererual life,arethings to be believed,not 
telr, ſo that it is by believing that you mult -percerve. the 
comfart of them. Wheretore , beg of God to! clear 
up theſe things to your apprehenſions, to remove doubr- 
ings to ſtrengthen your taith, and: to-joyn: the inward 


| Seal of his Spirit, -to the ourward adminiſtration .of his 


Ordinance, ' And: do you: take . the: boldneſs ,;1though 


\With che greateſt humility, roproteſs'to God, thar you 


take: this Sacrament as an earneſt 'of all thoſe mercies | 
which you hope for from his bounty, as hereby you ——_ 
F | wer 
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liver up your ſelves, and all you that have and are, to ha} 


will and pleaſure. And as an Earneſt engageth bc 

the Maſter and Servant, to do according to their agree, 
ment, ſo is God graciouſly pleaſed hereby to engage 
himſelf to his Creatures; ſo that not onely from hig 
Bounty , but from his Juſtice and Fa'thtulneſs, may 
you expe whatever he hath promiſed to do for you, 
There being thus a ſacred Covenant tranſufted betwim 
God and your Souls, ſec onely that you be not treache 
rous, and Heaven and Earth (hall ſooner fail, than God 
will depart from one tittle of all that he hath ſaid With 
confidence may yon look upon God as your Father, 
Chriſt as your Head and Husband, the -Holy Spiric az 
your Comforter and Guide, the Angels as your friend} 
ready at Chriſt's command to do you Service, the Saint 
in both worlds as your Brethren, and the full enjoys 
ment of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in the 
joyful communion of Saints and Angels, your afſured 
everlaſting portion, | 
6. Since youin your ſelves are poor impotent creas 
tures, who without C hri/t can do nothing, but muſt be be- 
holden to that Grace, which drew youto this Covenant 
to hold you in it, and to help you tb perform your part; 
and (ince there is of this Grace, even now to be given} 
out to the prepared Soul, Let st be your care to pet ver 
ſenſible of your (piritual wants, and tocome hither earneſt- 
ly deſering and expetting a ſupply Conſider well with 
your ſelves , what Graces you find weakeſt and moſt 
wanting, what duties you are prone moſt to fail in, and 
bumbly beg ſuitable help and affiſtance. Examine | 
what remprtations you are moſt expoſed to, and oftneſt 
ayercome by, what corruptions you find yet ſtrongeſt 
in you, and eſpecially what thoſe (ins are to which you | 5 
areinclined moſt by nature, -and cuſtom, or are molt 
in danger of by your Employments or converſe in ey! 
| World 
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o bi|World , and repreſent all this in your Prayers before 
doth}God, and beg of him more power and (trength againſt 
Tree-Jthem, and now by this Ordinance ro convey it to you :; 
pape[Look round about, and conſider well the work you have 
| hig}to do, the difficulties you are to grapple with, the ſe. 
may{yeral relations wherein you ſtand, and the dutics they 
you [bring along with them, and now ſue out for direction 
vixthand aſſiſtance in all, And for your encouragement , re- 
che[member what I told you, that God hath eogaged him- 
39dÞfelf to all you his Covenart-people , to attord you 
Vith] whatever may conduce to your happineſs, now lince you 
her [ſtand in preſent need of the ſupplics of his Grace, you 
© [may contidently expe the ſame. He that will bring you 
n& [io the end, will give you the means. As if a King ſhould 
inn call ſome of his poor Subjects, ro give them great poſ- 
oy» {klfions in another Country which he had conquered, 
the Jand ſhould alſo furniſh them with ſtore of money and 
red | provilions for the way, even thus bounteoully will God 
Ideal with you, Oh Believers, He'l pur ſtrength into 
ex« | your feet, and revive your fainting: ſpirits , that you 
be- | may hold an your way ; you that wait wpon the Lord, 
znt | though you have no power or might in'your ſelves, yet 
tt; | þall renew your ſtrength, and run and not be wear), and 
en] walk, and not fait, till you come to your journeys end, 
rr) | By faith in Chriſt we are ingrafted into him, as a 
f branch into the Vine, and are related as a Member to 
th | the Head, ſo that he is become the root of onr lite, and 
pſt] from him ſhall ſap and nouriſhment be communicated 
nd | to our needy Souls. He is the diſpenſer and fountain 
ne | of Grace, and his Ordinances are as Conduir- pipes, 
ſt | and Conveyances of the ſame. And of this nature is: + 
ſt | the Lord's Supper. Here Believers are made to: drink, 
u | in8o the Spirit. 1 Cor. 12, 13. Which words have a 
ſt | plain reference to this Sacrament, Baptiſm. being men» 
ie | tioned at the beginning of the verſe, Come —_ 
| cnen 
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then, Oh ye thirſty Souls , and be reſreſht with the 
waters of life that thall low in upon you in -abundance; 


Open your mouths wide, and they ſhall be filled. Bej 


not ſtraitned in your ſelves, for the bowels of Chriſt 


are not ſtraightned towards you. Bring hither capaci- |: 
ous enlarged hearts,& you ſhail carry away accordingly; 


The anointing of the Spirit , which is ſhed abroad upon 
you, is like the Widdows Qyl,. 2 Ksngs 4. 6. Ir will 
not ſtay running whilſt there is room to receive ir, Oh 
why is it then that we are ſo empty ? The fault isnot in 
Chriſt, we muſt needs acknowledge : but Jet ns exx: 
mine whether we have not ſtufr our hearts with other 
things, that leave |ittle or no room tor Grace to be pou- 
red in there, Are we not 6ill'd with the love of earchly 
things ? Is not our delight moſt of all in profits and 
pleaſures? And our dclires eagerly carried out after 
them? Do not Creature-comforts (o poſle(s and fill 
us, that they even thruſt torth the Holy Spiric from his 
habitation ? Do we not grieve him by our carnal joyes, 
and cauſe him to withdraw from us! Oh! for thame 
let it be no longer thus with us. Alas! how little can 
theſe narrow hearts of ours contain of the fulncſs of 
God, though they were widened to their utmoſt preſenz 
capacity ? And ſhall we pinch and ſtraighten them yet 
more, by entertaining every rifle there { This is that 
room which the King of Heaven would have entire to 
himſelf, and ſhall every common Gueſt, every B-ggar 
be lodged there? ls ic fit that Money-changers, and 
Merchants ſhould fill the Houſe of God ? That it ſhould 
be a Thorow-fare for every Veſlel, every common and 
unclean-thing.? Oh ler your hearts then he conſecrated 
as Temples for the Holy Ghoſt, not Dens of ſuch 
Thieves as rob God of his due, and draw away . thoſe 
deſires and-affeions which he claims as his own. : And 
now let the Gates of thoſe Temples fly open, that. the 


» 


King 
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King of Glory may come in. Now in an eſpecial mans 
{ ner let your hearts be emptied of all traſh, that they may 
| be fill'd with the good things which are here diſtributed. 
| If you were ſet to an heap of Gold, and bidden to carry 
away as much as you could graſp, you would keep no 


- Þ dirt nor ſtones in your hand, that you would make them 


hold ſo much the leſs. Looſen yeur ſelves then from the 
inordinate love or thought of any created Good , your 
Houſes or Lands, your pleaſures or employments, with- 
draw your minds as much as poſſible trom all temporal 
concernments, with which whilſt you are taken up, the 
edge of your delire after Heavenly things is extremely 
abated. And it you come not hither with great expeRta- 
tions, you are like to be little the better. It you have 
no higher deligns, but with a little ſeeming Devotion 
toeat Bread, and drink Wine, then Bread and Wine 
are the beſt things that you are like ro meet with : For 
is it probable you ſhould find that which you never look 
after? Bur it thou comeſt hither with ani holy greedi- 
neſs after greater meaſurcs of Grace, thirſting tor che 
- living God, as the Hart pants after the water-brooks,and 
as the parched ground gapes for the refreſhing ſhowers, 
then fear it not, thy delires ſhall be gratified. Thon 
canſt nor pleaſe God better , than by looking for the 
greateſt & beſt things from him,which bring moſt glory 
ro himſelf, and do moſt good to thy Soul. Beg carneſtly 
then, that by the,power of his Spirit | accompanying this 
Ordinance, thou maiſt partake yet more of a new and 
Divine nature , that thou maiſt find ſtrength and vigour 
ditfuſed through the whole man , and maiſt now receive 
ſome communications of thar light and life, which Chrift 
came into the world that his people might have, and 
that they might have. it more abundantly ; now pray that 
his Death and Reſurrection may have their power and 
efficacy upon thee, that yirtue may iſflue forth from ir 5 
| or 
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for thy healing. Beg, that by this food thy luſts may by£ 
poiſoned and deſtroy'd,, and every Grace ſtrengthne®© 
and increas'd. And be particular in thy defires. [ - 
that ſomerhing may be done this day againſt my pridd*® 
and paſſion, my worldlineſs, and ſenſuality, my di*** 
ftruſtful fears and diſcontents. Oh that I may be de bop 
livered from that liſtleſmeſs, dulneſs , and diſtrationf® 
wherewith I am haunted in holy duties. Oh that I may | dc 
find my keart hereby drawn nearer to God, and carrieQ$'* 
out with more unweariedne(s and cheertulnefſs in hg” * 
ſervice; that I may be better enabled for a conſcienti=® 
ous diſcharge of my duty , in every place and relation ſtr 
that | do ſtand in, and in the whole courſe of my life: op 
Bleſſed God, thou who knoweſt the ſtate of my Soul, thi 
give in tome, 1 beſeech thee, what thou ſeeſt I needJ® 
moſt, | have an hard heart, Lord ſoftenic; a dead}'** 
hearr, Lord enliven it ; I am much inthe dark, Lord lift} /® 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon me. Make Þ” 
me more hamble, holy,and heavenly ; Oh take this ſea- 
fon for coming in upon my Soul, and beſtowing more of ths 
thy ſelf upon me, that I may become more like to thee, Þ'* 
Theſe, O God, are the mercies thou haſt promiſed ro he: 
thy people, and bidden them ro ask ; theſe thou art the 
wont to convey by thine Ordinances ; tor theſe things lp 
therefore do | wait upon thee this day, with no lower}®"*< 
aims do I come to thy Table; with ſuch precious all 
things is the Lord Jeſus wont to feaſt his Gueſts, and of lo, 
his infinite fulneſs it is, that I hope to participate ;Þ'® 
through him it is I hope to be ſtrengthned with might in ir; 
my inner man, even to be made ſtrong by the Grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Oh, will the Head let a mem- 
ber periſh ? Shall a branch wither for want of ſuccour 
and juice ? Bleſſed Saviour, thon who waſt ſo willing 
to ſhed thy blood for us, art thou not as willing to be- 
Row the fairs of it ppon us 2 Art thou nor till as i 
El 
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yh aful and tentler as ever thou waſt? Thou who didſt 
\ne{once (o readily heal diſeaſes, and cure all that cameto 
-0 ce haſt thou not as much mercy to Souls as ro Bodies? 
Lord, 1 believe thou art as able and ready to help as * 
di. ever? 1 f thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean, and It is my 
defbope that thuv wilt. Outward means without thee 
of cannot do it, yet here thou haſt bid us attend, and thus 
12401 do, waiting tor the deſcent of thy Holy Spirit. Oh 
4 {grant the requeſts of thy poor creature ; Say to me, Be 
fit unto thee even 4s thou wilt , yea, even as thou wilt, oh 
ar Lord , let it be unto me , who art ever readily and 
ion} irongly inclined to do thy people good. ] Thus ſtir 
ife 1 0p your ſclves, and actuare Faith and ſuch holy brea- 
ul, things as theſe, and be aſſured, ſuch additions of grace 
»ed$ 95 you are fitted for, and God in his infinite wiſdom 
-a4} ſeems meer at preſent to deal our, (hall be conferr'd upon 
lift} you 3; and being refreſht and ſtrengthned with this ban- 
ke quet, you may cheerfully walk on your way to glory. 
al 7- From allthat hath been ſaid of the greatneſs of 
ofthe mercies here commemorated, beſtow'd and ſealed. 
ee $'0, it will appear moſt reaſonable and juſt ,. thar the 
ro hearts of all God's faithful ſervants ſhall here be raiſed tt 
irt [the greateſt height of divine love, thankfulneſs, and j#). 
Fr | put thele together, becauſe, _—_ in the notion they 
ex are different, yer in the workings of the Soul they uſu- 
neJally go together. That ſame goodneſs which works 
of flove and thankfulneſs, cauſeth joy roo, as it's begun 
* to be enjoy'd, or ſtrongly hop'd for. And this is a 
in {fame moſt proper to a Communicant, all his prepara- 
ce {tions being much in order to it: Therefore ſhould he 
7 | ger ſenlible of his miſery, and humbled for his fan, that 
ag | he may have the more affeftionate thankful ſenſe of 
'g the mercy that pitied and pardoned him, Wherefore 
e. | 'abour much with your ſelves, even beforchand, to riſe 
ca 1%p to this ingenuous and pleaſant temper, which will 
| prove 
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prove ſo acceptable both to Ged and your ſel, 
Dwell intently upon that amazing mercy , which God 
hath revealed ro mankind in Jeſus Chriſt, which Thing 
the Angels themſelves deſire to look snto : Ponder well the 
ſeveral heightning circumſtances thereof z the mean- 
nels, (infulneſs, and miſery of man , the Majeſty of 
God, the dignity ot Chriſt, the. greatneſs of his conde: 
ſcention and ſutterings, the tulneſs and freeneſs of his 
purchaſe and offers. Study all his dealings wich your 
ſelves in particular , whereby he hath accompliſhr .in 
you the deligns of his love, and continue theſe mulings, 
ill you feel a fire of love and joy Kkindled wichin you. 
Ler not Satan ſo far have his will of you, as to caſt 
you into theſe dejeRions, and groundleſs perplexities, 
which will rob God of-.his praiſe, and you of your com-Þþ 
fort, Let him not be able to perſivade you that God is 
cruel and unmercitul, and hardly reconciled to return- 
ing linners : Have you not the ſtrongeſt, and moſt un- 
anſwerable demonſtration at hand, to confute him ! 
would you delire, or can you have a greater evidence of 
the graciouſneſs of his nature, than that very mercy 
which you are going to remember ? even his giving his 
only Son tody for us, whilſt we were yet ungodly Sene- 
mes. And did he of his own free grace, withoutour asKing 
&agaioſt our deſerving, provide a Saviour for us, and 1s 
he yet unwilling to ſave us ? did he find out a means for 
our reconciliation to himſelf , & is he now backward to 
be reconciled ? Dyes he importune us to take that, which 
he is unwilling to give us ? Be not, I beſeech you, of 
ſuch an ealte beliet of the Devil's groſs fallacies, and} + 
ſo hardly drawn, to, believe what God bath not onely 
ſaid, bur done, ſo mach to make it paſt all doubtings. 
See the Apoſtle arguing much atter the ſame manner, 
Rom. 5. 6,7, 8,9, 10. Oh ler your hearts chen be: fill'd 
with admiration of that love , which God hath herein 
ky expreſt 


: 


— -— 


_——— CLE EE i ot ed oo a So t& oc as coo Sm o os © Sew” mm 


(273) Fey 


FF expreſt to men, the wondrous greatneſs whereof is 


F fuch, that it almoſt ſurpaſſerh our Faith, and doth far 
ſurpaſs our full comprehenſion. That there thou d bz 


away for the recovery ot ſelf-deſtroying ſinners, coa- 
trived by him whom they had offended , and brought a- 
bout by the death of his own Son , that they might be 
raiſed to the higheſt happineſs, even an eternity of the 


moſt raviſhing joys, in neareſt communion with the 


Divine Majcſly, and al] this to be had for a cordial 
thankful acceprance : - his #4 the Loras dving , and.well 


- may it be marvellous in our eyes , Great things bath the 


Lord done for us , whereof let our ſouls be glad. If an hoſt 
of + ngels came from heaven ro proclaim viieſe good 
tidings of great joy to all people , ſhall not the + ongre- 


I gations of Chriſtians eccho back their Glory be to God #11 


the higheſt, wh hath ſent on earth peace, and (hewn fuch 


good will to men ? Oh give thanks unto the |. orfl, for be s 


good , and his mercy endureth for ever, Let the Redeemed 
f the Lord ſay ſo, whom he hath redeemed from the 

and of the enemy. Oh ao you praiſe the Lord for his 
gooaneſs , and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men , who hath ſhewn mercy to ſuch a4 ſit in darkve(s . and 
81 the ſhadow of death, and hath broken the gates of braſs,& 
cut the barrs of tron in ſunder , and hath ſent bis word and 
healed you , and delivered you from deſtrufttion. Oh do you 
ſacrifice the ſacrifices of thanksgiving and declare his works 
with rejoycing. Plal. : 07. Call upon your fouls with 


"the Plalmiſt in another place, Bleſ! the Lord, oh my ſoul, 


and all that is within me bleſs his holy name ;, Bleſs the 


.  Lordgph my ſoul, and forget not al his benefits, who forgiveth 


thine imiquities,and healeth all thy diſeaſes, whoredeems thy 
life from deſtruttion, and who crvwns thee with loving kind» 
neſs and tender mercies, Plal. ro3, at the begining. Oh 
think what a deplorable condition we have been in , if 
God had left us in the hands of Satan, to whom we had 

T enſlaved 


(274) k 
enſlaved our ſelves; and had never lookt after us more. T 
Oh what a dungeon had this world then been ! where } 
we ſhould have lived in darkneſs and fetters, in hor. 
rours and torments, and all as but an inlet and paſſage 
to miſeries infinitely worſe , and altogether unavoidable. 
But oh blefſed , and for ever praiſed be his Name , who 
hath viſited the earth with his goodneſs, and cauſed 
the rejoycing light to ſhine in dark and diſconſolate 
places, and hat proclaimed liberty to the captive, and 
ſhewn a ſtrong hold, to which he hath called the Priſo- 
xeys of hope to turn themſelves ,. having laid help on one 
that is mighty, ſending forth the priſoners out of the pit by 
the blood of the Covenant , Zach.g.1 1, This is that blood 
which by the Wine in the Sacrament is repreſented to 
you, yez, which is thereby put into your hands , and gi. 
ven you to drink, in 'remembrance of that which was 
once ſhed for you. And (hall not the hearts-blood of 
your deareſt Lord warm and revive your ſouls , enflame 
and advance your love ? Will you not now begin that 
new ſong of the heavenly Chore , aſcribi-g bleſſing, ho- } 2 
your, glory and power to him that ſits upon the throne, & to 
the Lamb for ever and ever, who by his blood redeemed wa, 
and makes us kings and prieſts unto God , Rev. 5. This is 
that blood to which you owe al] that you have or ho 

for; This quencht thoſe flames , which elſe had fed up+ 
on you for ever ; This ſatisfied that juſtice , which elſe } 5' 
had laid hold on you for your diſobediencey/ This pur- 
chaſt an inheritance, which (ilver and goſd could not 
buy , This pargeth the conſcjence from dead works , and 
makes the ſou] fruitful unto God, This pacities the 
Conſcience, and appeaſeth the diſturbances that ſenſe 
of guilt is apt to raiſe ; By this blood of the Lamb, it is, 
that the Saints in all their conflicts do overcome. And 
can you withhold the moſt affeRionate hearty thankful- 
nels for this precious all-healing blood ? "_ " 

on 
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-Thould even be pained in our ſelves, as not knowing 
how to give vent enough to our affe&tions , eſpecially 


when our bleeding Lord is fet betore us. Ohler hn 
wholly poſſeſs your thoughts, and do- you view that 
tranſcendefit love which he maniteſted in his whole 
courſe, but chiefly in the cloſe of it, that all may beget 
in you ſome anſwerable returns of love. Read , as you 


'have leiſure , thoſe heavenly diſcourſes which were his 


Farewell ſermons to his Diſciples , and his laſt prayer 
for them, which you may find inthe 14, 15, 16, 17. 
Chapters of Joh», and ſce there how love breathes in, 
every line. Follow him to the Garden , and there-hear- 


ken ro his $roens , and behold his bloody ſwear , which 


proclaims him to be ſick of love, of a love that would nor 
be quencht by thoſe crimſon ſtreams. No, ſtil] he goes on, 


and go thou after him with the Woman that followed 
;him to his Croſs ; and weep not , if thou canſt forbear, 
whilſt there thou ſeeſt him de for love, even for lover 
-of thee , poor ſoul , whodo'ſt lincerely love him. Art 


thou not aſtoniſht at the thoughts of it * What could 


the Lord Jeſus ſee in fuch miſerable worms as we, that 


ſhould incline him to undergo all chis'on our behalf ? 
Nay, there's the wonder, he ſaw nothing, and theretore 


he underwentir. Nothing, did 1 fay ? yes, he ſaw out 


nilt and defilement ; for which he might have jultly 


Joathed us : But he _ all this onr miſery , was ra- 
ther moved to a compaſſion for us, Such a compaſſion 


as never dwelt in a mortals breaſt , that he ſhould piry 
thoſe who pitied not themſelves , and dye to recover 
thoſe who had even murdered themſelves, yea, that he 


' ould die to make them happy , whoſe lins were the 


Eaufe of his Death , and even merit mercy for ſuch as 


had no mercy on him , and give /ife tro them who took 


away. All this was voluntarily done by the Son of 
God, who became Man , on purpoſe har he might di 
&-2 ane 
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-and do all this for the ſons of men, Let Plays and Fifti-F 
ons be hiſt off the Stage , let Romantick follies be ſha- 
ſhed into vbſcurity : tor here is that which: alone de- 
ſerves the name of Love , here's ſuch Truth , as com- 
mands our belief, ſuch worth and weight as calls for 
our regard z and ſuch ſtupendious greatneſs, as may 
raiſe our wonder. Here behald the power of Jove in 
the faireſt diſplay of it, that ever was made to the 
world, ſince its foundations were firſt laid, beyond 
which imagination it ſelf cannot aſcend, nay, which 
Falls vaſtly thort of it; how vaſtly ſhort then doth ex- 
preſſion tall ? but yet oh that we could feel as much 
that little which we ſpeak ! Was it ever before known, 
that the Shepherd ſhould lay down his life for his 
ſheep ? not for innocent ſheep, but to reduce willful 
ſtraglers to his Fold ; That he who was Lord of all, 
ſhould die for his SubjeRs ? not for obedient Subjeds, 
but fox Rebells appointed to the (laughter. Thus conti-F d 
nue thy meditations, till they have ſo good an effeR up-J c 
en thee, that if Chriſt ſhould appear to thee at this in«F t! 
ſtant, as thou art gotalone, and thould call thee byF r 
Name, as once he did Peter, and ask thee , Soul, Lovef 
thou me ? thou mighteſt be able truly to return this an- 
ſwer, Lord , thou knoweſt that I love thee. And then tg 
affe& thee yet more, conlider of Gods ſaving love in 
Chriſt particularly revealed to thy ſou] , that he was 
pleaſed to ſay to thee , when thou waſt in thy blood , Live; 
Calling thee out of darkneſs into this marvellous light, 
laying hold on thee by his Spicir, and recovering thee 
to himſelf, when thoa waſt running far away from} 
him ; and'many a time preventing and reſtoring thee by 
his grace , when otherwiſe thou hadſt utterly ruin'd thy 
ſelf. Oh praiſe him that he left thee not in Satan's 
kingdom, under the power of thy luſts, but witha 
ſtrong hand and outſtretched arm brought thee = 
| chat 
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honſe of bondage ; and magnifie his name when' 


thou beholdeſt that blood wherein thy ſins were drown- 
Jed, as the Egyprians in the Red Sea, Oh bleſs his 


name that he did not ſuffer thee to remain dead #11 treſ-: 
paſſes and ſins, yea, that he did not ſtrike thee dead in 
them, and ſentence thee to the ſecond death, after 


which there is life no more. This is a fit ſeaſon; for 
.recolleing all the ſpecial mercies of thy life , which 


God hath ihewa either to ſoul or body, to thy ſelf or 


thine, all which thou art to look upon as vouchſaft, 


through Chriſt , which makes the mercy infinitely 
greater, 

And when you have thus endeavoured to get your 
hearts brim-ful wich love and joy , come and let chem 
riſe higher, and boil over at the Table of the Lord. 
Let no ſadneſs appear in your looks, nor a tormenting 


$ thought by your good will , ſeize upon your hearts this 
F day. Come /oathing (in as much as you are able, bur 


come loving Chriſt as much ; Have as ow thoughts of 
thy ſelf as thou wilt, and be as hwmble as thou canſt in 
remembrance of all thy vileneſs, but yet let thy Sow! mag- 
nifie the Lord , and thy Spirit rejoyce in God thy Saviour. 
Thy gracious Lord will not upbraid thee with any for. 
mer unkindneſs and negle&t of his love, which thou 
art heartily aſham'd of and ſorry tor. Wherefore though 
thou maiſt come bluſhing and weeping ,. yet come not 
into his preſence daunted and deſpairing. He died 
on purpoſe to eaſe your ſouls of thoſe fears , which 
make you all your life time ſubjebt unto bondage, Will nor 
Jou receive comfort , for whom he hath ſhed his blood 
that it might be your Cordial ? Let him ſee you then 
improve it this day to that purpoſe : for your health 
and pleaſure, if it be ſolid, is his delight. And if 
he would have your joy at any time in this World full, 


--nowit is, If you mult ever morerejoce , this | am (ure 


AI is 
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164 fit ſeaſon; "This is. our moft ſolemn Thanks-grving'} 
Feaſt Oh' wonderful ! That the TY ; 
the Maſters death thould be the Servants Feaſt It is 
his pleafure to haveit ſo, and ler us thanktully comply 
therewith. Inſtead of his Vinegar and Gall, he gives 
us Bread and Wine , and better things than they, Here 
he hath made, according to his promiſe, 1/a. 25. 6. 
A feaſt of fat things , a feaſt of Wines on the Lees, of fat | 
things fall of marrow , Wines. on the Lees well refmnea, 
And you may be ſure the Maſter of this Feaſt, who en- 
tertains his guzſts with an affeCtion as great as their 
fare is coſtly , would not have them lit there ſad and 
dejected, as if they liked not their proviſions or thought 
themſelves not welcome. Would ir pleaſe you to fee] 
your friends in ſuch a poſture at your Table ? Oh que-y 
ſtion not your welcome, all ye lovers of Chriſt , bur 
when you are there aſſembled , imagine that you heard 
him ſay to you, Eat oh friends, drink , yea drink abun- 
dantly , oh beloved. Here he hath brought you into his 
Banquctting- Houſe , and his Banner over you ſhall be 
love. Here will he comfort you with Heavenly Xfanza , 
and ſtay with Flaggons all you that are ſick of love. 
You Children of Abraham, that come from che ſlaugh- Þ 
ter of your luſts, kere doth your Lord meet you as his 
type (Melchiſedeck ) met your Father, Gen. 14. 18. 
Setting before you the Bread and Wine for your re- 
freſhment. And here ws// he bleſs you; He ſhall cauſe 
you to (it under his ſhadow , and his fruit ſhall be ſweet 
to your taſt. Here may you expe the moſt comtor- 
table communion with Chrift, that is to be had in this 
Jower World.Here then believing 1», loving him whom 
Jou have not ſeen , but whom you may here ſee repre- 


fented , do you rejoyce with joy mnſpeakable-x and full of 
bor 


L s. That your hearts may be more heavenly in this 
| work, 


vg þ woik, and ſo more apt to be fill'd with joy, and to 
ot'F out in praiſe , ler me earneſtly dere you here te have an © 
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oje to a glorified , as well at a cyneified Chriſt, to remem- 
ber not -only his humiliation, 'but -his- exaltation, It 


- was the mind of Chriſt , that his Reſurre&tien , rather” 
than his birth or death, ſhould confecrate a. weckly 


thankſgiving , to be obſerved by the Church in all ages. , 
which thould be call'd the Lords own day, and be ſpent 


in his praiſe and ſervice, This being the accompliſh- 


ment of his labours , his final viRory over death, and 
the grave and all enemies that did aflauit his own per- 
ſon, the memorial whereof muſt therefore needs be 
moſt rejoycing to his ſeryants : And as his RefureRi- 


on cannot be remembred wirhour his birth and death, 
F which muſt of neceſfiry precede it, no more can his 


death be here rightly remembred , without we alfo bear 
in mind his Reſurre&tion and Aﬀention ro Glory. Can 
we remember what he w3s, and not think what he is ? 
Sad meetings had we made indeed if our Lord had been 
held under the power of death, if ſuch a thing may be 
imagined : All the World then might well be in the 
diſconſolate poſture of the two Diſciples , that were tra- 


' vailing to Emars, crying out, We truſted this had been 


He who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, Luk. 24.21. Then 
would our faith be vain , we ſbould be yet in our ſins. But 
we may now comfort our ſelves, and aſe the Apoſtles 
gradation,, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods 
Ele ? It's Chriſt that died, yea rather that's riſen again, 
and 4 even at the right hand of God. And now with joy 
let this ReſurreRion and Glory be remembred , as being 
the fore-runner of yours. When in your thoughts you 
have deſcended as low as his Grave, and there ſtand 
weeping to think how your fins have {];in him , ima- 
gine you heard ſome Angel 'beſreaking you, in almoſt 
the ſame language ithac he did the Woman art his Se- 
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palchre, Mar: 16.6, 7. Feay not ye, for 1 know that 
you ſeek Jeſus who was crucified ; be 1s not here : for he «s 
r5ſen as he; [aid,and is gone before yous.not into G atzlee, but 
into Heaven, there ſhall you ſee im. When therefore 
you ſhall in this Ordinance ſee Chriſt crucified before 


you, think with your ſelves, T hz i the Lamb that was | 
dead, but is alive, and lives for ever. By the celcbrating © 
of this 5acrament, you are to ſhew forth the Lord's death 

Remember then he 1s ro come, tor this ſe- * 


7ill he come. 
cond coming would Chriſt -have you keep much in your 
thoughts as well as his firſt, He left not this pledge of 
his love with his Church, as adying Man leaves ſome 
gift with his triends ro pur them in mind of him whom 
they ſhall never ſee more , but as one who goes along 


journey , leaves his Piture with his wite, that ſhe may F 


be mindful of him in his abſence , and be quickned ro 
long after his return. And good reaſon have you to be 
mindful of the Glory of our Lord, ſince you your 
ſelves will be ſharers herein, and ſo at once you re- 
member both. Here | told you, you take an earneſt of 
the everlaſting treaſures; and the conſideration there- 


of is exceeding neceſſary, to raiſe your value of that 


which will otherwiſe appear but worthleſs and mean. 


And conceive of your ſelves as in a journey to that - 


Kingdom, having here taken in by the way to refreth 
your ſelves , as travellers are wont to turn in and bait. 
And like the Prophet, - 1 King. 19. 8. Inthe ſtrength of 
#his meal you are to goon toward the Mount of God, 
Theſe are proviſions ſent by your 7oſeph, to ſerve you by 
the way , *cill you come home to himſelf. Yet a few 
more Hacraments, and you ſhall be paſt the need of all, 


Here are ſome fragrancics and drops of ſweetneſs for _ 


the refreſhment of Pilgrims, 't:/! the day breaks, and the 
fradow flee away , when we ſhall gt up after our Lord ta 
the Mountains of Myrrhs, and the Hill of Frankincenſe. 
Herg 
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Jjyiul contemplation thereof ; yet wichin a while, and 
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at JHere a Table is ſpread for us in the Wilderneſs, and 
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me Cluſters of Grapes preſt into our Cup, 'till-we 
all come to Canaan, and enjoy the Vintage. Behold 
in this tranſaRion at the Lord's Table, an Emblem and 


hadow of the tuture glory, and let your thoughts take 
Ivantage from What is here preſent to aſcend 10 the 


you who are his welcome Gueſts , ſhall {it down 


{with your after at his Table in his Kingdom, and there 


ſhall taſte of the f. uit of the Vine new with him : and lhall 
eat Oia Afannathat is yet hidden to you, and ſhall ex- 
chayge your preſent company ' for the ſociety of innu- 
merable Angels and perfe& Saints. And let ihis ſome- 
thing quiet your minds, though not take off the quick=- 
nels 0; your delires, all you holy Souls, who are ated 
by ſo noble and ſtrong a paſſion, that you are impatient 
of that diſtance, at which you yet find your ſclves from 
him whom\you love, and arc even weary of the World, 
where you cannot fully enjoy him, much more of yone 
own hearts, that are ſo eſtranged from him ; comfort 

our (elves, for within a very ſhort while your eyes 

ali behold him , and you ſhall be fully ſatisfied in 
your moſt intimate acceſs and abode with him. You 
may look back with joy on the redemption Chriſt hath 
wrought tor you, and may look before you, and lift xp 
your heads with joy, az knowing the day: of tull and final 
Reae mption draws nigh. Only ſee that you now thirſt ar- 


dently aiter that ſpiricual communion with him which 
is here attainable, in being pofſeſt by him, and cloſely 
united to him, that being joyn'd to the Lord, jou may be- 
come one Spirit ; This is the bleſſed, and onely poſſible 


ÞF trarſubſtanciation, to be rransformed into the likeneſs of 


Chriſh, which is of infinirely more advantage to the 
believing Soul, than if, according to that monſtrous Po- 


pilk fition, he ſhould chew the very groſs fHlelb, and 


ſwallow 


4 
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ſwallow the raw blood of Chriſt > For by this means hig 7 
bedy would not be changed into ours, but by the change 
Lipeak of, our ſpirits become like to his. And it now} 
you hold but this Fellow(hip with Chriſt in the Spirit, 
thortly you ſhall have a Real Preſence, even to the (ati 
faction of Senle it ſeif : Then ſhalt you ſee him as he 
for you ſhall be made like to him in that day of his Aps 
pearance. Then indeed thall Sacraments vaniſh agF 
uſeleſs Shadows , you having got the Subſtance, Chriſt 
himſelf, You need then no more behold him in 4 
GlaG, but ſhall ſee him face to face, and be perfectly. 
changed into his _ Oh the difference that will}; 
be berwixt that clear fzght and this dark, alas thro 

our own fault, roo dark remembrance! Oh that's the: 
comfort! we (hall then have laid by ail that ſtupidity 
and dulneſs, which here attends us whatever we are a+ 
- bout. Thar full view of our bleſſed Lord will for ever 
Cure us of all coldneſs and unbelief, and ravith us into 
one eternal affectionate admiration of Divine Love, 
li that joy which aroſe from Faith and Love, whillt he 
Was not ſeen, was anſpeakable and full of glory, how in» 
conceivable, how tranſcendentiy glorious mult that be 
which (hall ariſe from his immediate ſight? If it be 
{uch a precious priviledge ro have a right ro Heaven 
here ſolemnly given us, what will it be ro enter upon. 
aQual poſſeſſion ? Oh then, Chriſtians, whilſt you are Þ 
remembring Chriſt at his Table, let it rejoyce your 
hearts to conlider, that he is remembring you at his Fa 
ther's right hand, and thither will ſhortly exalt you. 
All you whom the King of Glory now eſpouſeth to 
himſelf as it were by Proxy, as Princes take Wives.by 
their Ambaſſadors, remember that the day 1s haſtning, 
when your Marriage (hall be more publickly. and n- 
umphantly ſolemnized : when all you bleſſed ones (hall 
be call'd to the great Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, 
fc Te 
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is} Tot 4 very hittle while, and he that ſhall come, will come,and 
J will not tarry : And do you not get your ſouls mount- 


'ed as high as you can climb, by all the means thar are 


; i 4 afforded you, and ſtand ever withly looking, and dili- 


gently preparing tor his appearance ; and never {l:ek 


#:& your watch, nor let your expe&ations cool, 'til] either 


© you ſee him coming in the Clouds, or your ſelves thall 
be raken up beyond them. 

With ſome ſuch Meditations as theſe, which 1 have 
ſuggeſted ro you under each Head, let your thoughts 
be raken up whilſt you are imployed in this duty, as 
; you (hall find your ſelves moſt inclined, and as God's 

- Spirit ſhall dire&t you : for you need not confine your 
4 felf as to the method and form, bur raiher Jer your af- 
feions have their free courſe. Onely ſee that you 
watch narrowly over your hearts through the whole 
work, that deadneſs and diſtractions may not poſſeſs 
you. Keep up a ſtrong ſenſe of God's preſence with 
you, and often lift up your hearts ro him for life and 
quickning. And let all the Powers of your Souls be 
ſummoned up, and engaged in this a&tion, with all poſ- 
ſible vigour and cloieneſs. Ler your minds be kept 
clear feom ſadning, and from impertinent thoughts, that 
you may attend upon the Lord without dijirattion, and be 
* More capable of thoſe ſweet foreraſts of his goodneſs, 
- which may de as a certain pledge of your everlaſting en- 
joyment of all that he hath in.ſtore tor his people. 

9. Laſtly, let me in a word or two direct you tobe 
careful in the exerciſe of brotherly love. | need not ſtand, 
I hope. to repeat the advice | gave you, to get all brea- 
ches made up betwixt your ſelves and brethren, to da 
all that in you lies to obtain peace ; and if that cannot 
be had, yet to forgive all injuries that have been done 
you, and to cleanſe your minds from rancour and ma- 
hee, and all defire of revenge; ta this let the /ove of 

Chriſt conſtrain you. | And 


(28g) 
.- And moreover , let your hearts be let out with 
ſincere and ſtrong affeQion, rowards all your Fello 


= h 
members of that body, whereof Chriſt is the Head. AF $0 
pleaſant ſight it will be ro your Maſter who is in Hea«þ 1a\ 
yen, to look down upon you his Diſciples, and ſce you na 
here feaſting together in mutual love and delight, in thefÞow! 
remembrance of all that love which he hath ſhewn toFÞ'ir' 
you,and in the joyful expe&ation of what farther he hathÞ+ſo 


promiſed, And whilſt your love 1s ſtirred up to Chri 
himſelf, ir cannot chuſe but be imparted to his friend 
that are in ſight ; ſuch who ſincerely love him, on whom} 
he hath ſet his heart, and hath (ed on them his Spirit, 
whereby they are made like to him, and therefore muſt 
needs be lovely in your eyes to whom C hr;ſt # precious ; 
as being alſo by this ſame Spirit made like ro your ſelves, } 
and when in your joyning with chem in this ſacred aQi- 
,on, you remember that theſe ſhall be your everlaſting 
companions in the joy of your Lord , and ſhall there F 
joyn with you in ſounding forth his praiſes ; this will F 
tarther engage you to them, as being heirs together of 
the grace of God, and will work in you the beginnings 
of that love which will hereafcer be perfe& and perpe- 
tual. Whilſt your love is built upon ſuch a right and ca- F .. 
tholick principles as theſe, being plac:d upon a Chriſti-þ - 
an as a Chriſtian, you hold a communion in the Spirit Þ 
with all true Chriſtians gages the world , though F 
your affeRions will be moſt ſenſibly enlarged to thoſe F - 
that you know, and with whom you hold a local com- F 
munionin the worſhip of God. And your joint affem-, : 
bling at this Table is a badge of your mutual love, and F 
2n engagement to the firm continuance of it. Here are 
you made zo dr3k :nto one Spirit, by which you were |. 
Baptized into oxe bedy, according to that Text I named, } 
1Cor. 12, 13. This Sacrament is, if I may ſocall it, an }_ 
Holy Philrre, whereby Believers are united in more fer- 
vent F 
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th a 
2w-E The blood of Chrift is the onely Cement and Soder of 
AF Souls. And this is that Chriſtian love which they are 
lea«$ raught of God, to which they are inclined by their new 
you} nature , .and which will eafily be brought into exerciſe, 
theÞ-where the Grace is firſt wrought in the heart , wherefore 
. to ir's needleſs ro ſtay longer hereon, having alſo ſpoke 
athÞ-ſomewhar largely to it before. Onely one thing let 
iſtÞ me ſuggeſt, betore 1 conclude this, namely, that you 
ndsÞ take care to give a practical demonſtration of this love, 
mJ, by contributing according to your abilities to the neceſſities 
it, | _ of the poor members of Chriff This is a ſacrifice where- 
aſt} with God is well pleaſed ; a work never out of ſeaſon, 
4; but now moſt ſeaſonable; being an evidence nor onel 
$, 4 of your compaſſion to the poor, but of the ſtedfalt 
1-4 of your belief in Chriſt and his Promiſes, and of your 
g | "thanktulneſs for his bounty ; therefore you find both 


oy 


reF theſe mentioned together, Heb. 13.15, 16. As we muſt 


ll Þ offer thanks, ſo we muſt not forget to do good and commu- 
f | ncate. To quicken you to this charity, both now and 
s 4 any other time, when fit objeRts are preſented, let me 
» | onely delire you to imagine to yourſelves,that the Lord 
- $ Jeſus, who was willing to part with his blood for you, 
= and thinks not an infinite glory too great to give you, 
t | upon moſt ealie terms,that even he comes to you inone 
$ of his neceſlitous members, to ſee what you can find in 

> | your hearts to beſtow upon him; it you that have Eſtates 
- | think he deſerves nothing, ler him have nothing ; it he 
- $ deſerve but a little, give hica but a little ; if your laſts 
| | -have more right to your riches than he, then let your 
 $ laſts have them rather than he. Ler Chriſt in his mem- 
4 bers ſtarve, whilſt pride and luxury-are maintained, if 
youthink this be juſt. If you can improye._ your Eſtates 

F betterſome other way, take what you think the moſt 
- gainful courſe, For remember , Chriſt himſelf needs 

| not 
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t leve to their common Head; and to one another. 


"4 


(286) 
notany thing you have or can do, - only he'l try the 
| kindneſs of your hearts, His is the Earth, and the ful. 
neſs thereof, and even his poor Servants can he ſuffici- 
ently provide tor without you, Wherefore if you give; 
not willingly and cheerfully, you may keep your money, 
to your (elt,for any good that an extorted charity is likeF 
| todoyou, But remember alſo, you will be ſure to loſe}, 
and leave ai) that, which God hath not, one way or 
other ; bur by giving it to him you ſend ir before you ;F 
and when all things here below tail, you (hall enjoy it}, 
with infinite advantage in the everlaſting Habirations, |... 
And ler this ſuffice by way of Direction for your pre- |; 
paration to, and carriage in receiving. A few words for | g; 
your behaviour atterwards , and I ſhall come to a con- F, 
1M 
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CHAP. XVIL 


TRY Fle 
Derettions for the Duty after the Sacrament, 


1. \AY/ Hen you come home , ger alone, and bleſs 
God for the liberty and opportunity of. a 
Sacrament, which he hath afforded you, and for all the 
priviledges that are thereby conferr'd upon you. And 
let your Souls chew'the Cud, and retain the Savonr of 
thoſe pleaſant things you have been entertained with'; 
keep them ſtill lifted up, and exceedingly gladded, in 
the ſenſe of thar love which you have this day been 
celebrating and taſting, in the believe of that pardon 
which you have received,in:the hope of that Grace and J 
Glory which have been aſſured to you. Meditations of 
Heaven, and the exerciſe of thankfulneſs, are now ve- 
ry proper works Conſider alſo what you have done, 
what an obligation you have laid upon your ſelf, how 
you 


> mo ogy 6 oe wan Tr © mceo%DB 


(207). | 
Fou are no longer your own man, fiaving made a refig- 
by tion of your ſelf to God by Jeſus Chriſt : And 
the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to enable you to ſted- 
* ffeſtneſs and perſeverance in this holy Covenant whilſt 
Wife ſhall laſt; and beſeech him, that the Ordinance 
you have been made partaker of, may become ecffeu- 
zl to your Souls to all thuſe ends that it was deligned 
for, and which are attainable by it. Think zt not enongh 
to read over theſe things, [ intreat thee, but do accordingly, 
and now betake thy ſelf to conſideration and Prayer to thaſe 
fends 1 have expreſt. Review moreover, what your mul 
carriages have been, and humbly beg of God to forgive 
either want of due preparation, or coldnels and diſtra- 
| Rions ; that your hearts have not been aftcRed ſutably 
to the importance and excellency of the duty, and the 
I Majeſty of him with whom you have herein had co do, 
— | And be heartily thankful tor any meaſure of lite and 
affeftion, any raiſedneſs and comfort that God hath 
been pleaſed ro vouchſafe you. And bere by the way 
F let me caution all humble Chriſtians to beware of a 
miſtake to which they are too prone : to wit, to judge 
of their profiting in this and other duties by their preſent 
fecling, and ſo to think they ger no good, except their 
Souls are as it were lift up and ravitht with ſenfible 
joyesz and theſe only they take for evidences of God's 
acceptance ., and the having of communion with him. 
| But by this means you will ofcen plunge your ſelves #n- 
to necdleſs ſorrows, and load your ſelves with. unjuſt 
_cenſures ;and which is worſe, you will hereby become 
I teſs thankful ro God, as thinking you have received 
I. little advantage , becauſe you found not thoſe delights 
you expeRed , and will be in danger of. becoming wea- 
| ry of the work, and ready to throw it off, as thinking it 
unprofitable. Wherefore to avoid theſe il} conſequette 
des, and the miſtake that begets them , coulider wit 
| af 
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T hat it is the uprightneſs and ſincerity of your heavts in th 
performance of your aut) which may «dmixiſter moſt gro 
of comfort to you when you reflett upon 8: : for b- atturcdi 
you have this ornam-nt, you were really acceptable ti 
him that lookt down upon you, though this accepra 
might not be teitifed with the giving in of any -xtraor 
dinary joy. Let i nut then truuble you, a+ it God wa 
not w-ll pleaſed with you, becaule your tfe&tivns were 
not raiſed up to an higher pitch, lince he doth not look 
ſo much at hits of paſſion, as at the ſteady bent, and te. 
nour of the *ou|, Nor think becauſe you miſt of great 
joys,that you had no favour jrom, nor communion with 
God : for conlider again, that the trueſt communion with 
God, ts to enjoy the communications of hys grace to your 
ſonls whereby jou are mae conformable to him: & youmay 
enjoy theſe (aving influences of the Spirit , when you 
cannot feel his more abundant conſo)ations. Moreo- 
ver, the fruit of this Ordinance is not ſo much to be dif- 
cerned at preſent, as in your atter-converſation, For 
the great benefit you are to expr&t, being to receive 
farther meaſures ot Grace from the Holy Spirit accom- 
panying theſe means, it cannot be well known what 
Grace you have recelved, 'till you come to the exer- 
ciſe of it, when temptations ſhall aſſauir you. And, 
to allude to the Apoltle's words, in another caſe, though 
this Ordinance may et at preſent be joyous yet it may afe 
terward yeild the peaceable fruat of righteouſneſs 10 thoſe 
»that are converſant therein. And laſtly, it you are but 
lincere, as I ſaid, in your covenanting with God, it is 
your duty to believe, that you have this day received 
from him a Seal to the promiſe of pardon and eternal 
life, and in this belief may you take much rational and 
ſolid comfort, which otherwiſe you are not like to find: 
And this is the ordinary way whereby the Spirit con- 
veys comfort to the Soul; firſt working in you a belich, 
: that 
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« 3 the promiſes of God are in themſelves moſt true, & 
enlightning you to the knowledg of your own ſouls, and 
then enabling you to apply theſe promiſes to yout ſelves 
as being ſuch ro whom they belong, Thus the Apoſtle 
tells us, their rejoycing was from the teſtimony their 
Conſcience gave ot their limplicity and godly ſincerity, 
2 Cor.1.12, Wherefore you are not ſo much to expe 
were} any extraordinary immediate aſſurance from the Spirit 
lookſ that you are the Lords z but ſee to get good grounds for 
| te your faith, and ſo to have your hearts fill'd with peace 
rea} and joy zu believing. Yetdo not milinterpret what I have 
vith} faid, thence to indulge your ſelves in any ſloth or dul- 
vith] neſs, or to content your ſelves with the bare doing of the 
your] work, without heeding the frame of your heart therein : 
nay] no, but take as much pains as you can, to raife them to 
you] the greateſt ſenſibleneſs and affcRion z and if you do >, 
eo-1 you may reaſonably expect to find much ſweetneſs and 
Ii farisfaRtion in the work it ſelf ; but ty meaning in this 
'Of caution is, that you ſhould not look ſo tnuch at the feel- 
vel ing of extraordinary comforts,as at the integrity of your 
m1 hearts in vowing your ſelves to God, and the continuing 
ary ſtedfaſtneſs of your reſolutions to be true to theſe vows, 
T0 2, And that's the next thing I would exhorrt you to, 
>} even to diſcover this inward truth and ſincerizy, by your 
h futnre holy and exatt walking ; This is that which mult 
f* ] crown all the relt. 1 may ſay to you as Afoſes to the 1/- 
ſe] raclites, Deut. 26.16, 17. To#u have this day avonched the 
| Zord tobe your God to walk in his wajes, and keep his ftas 
*] rutes; andthe Lord hath avouched you to be his pechliar 
1 people ; and you have promiled to take Chriit tor your 
Husband and Lord, to live in love and obedience to 
] bim, as you hope to be ſaved by him. Ohe thing now 
* | remains, that you go and do likewiſe. Say with the Pſal- 
" | miſt, / have ſworn and will perform it that 1 will keep thy 


righteous Judgments, P(al. 119.106, Now you ws 
een 
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been remembring him that ſoffered in the fleſh, arm youb 
ſelves with this mind , no longer to /ive the reſt of yon timt 
in the fleſ> to the luſis of men, but to the will of Goa, 1 Ver, 
4+ 1,2, 3. Letitnot happen to you according to the Pro-= 
verb, the Dog ts turned to his own vomit again, andthe "ow 
that was voaſht to her wallowsng in the mare. If God have 
ſpoke peace to your ſouls, turn not you again to folly, 
Call to mind particularly what ſins you conteſt and pro- 
miſed to forſake, and do accordingly. You that have 
been guilty of drunkenneſs or gluttony , fornication 
and wantonnels, pride or covetouſneſs, be ſo no more ; 
you that have been wont to ſpend your time in idleneſs 
and vanity , in lintul company or exceffive recreations , 
ſpend it ſo no more; you that have been wont to give 
way to your exorbitant paſſions, and ſuffered them to 
break forth in unſeemly ations and language, do ſono 
longer. You that are Maſters or Servants, Parents of 
Children, Husbands or Wives, conſider well what 
particular duties your relations call for , and be faithful 
in the performance ot them. You that are Subjetts, obey 
them that are ſet over you in the Lord. Towards your 
neighbours, and all with whom you converſe , de juſt, 
honeſt, loving and courteous, avoiding all backbiting , 
lying and ſlandering, all fooliſh and filthy ſpeaking. Be 
compaſſionate and charitable co all that need your help 
in one ſort or another, Bez conſciencious for the tuture in 
the more immediate ſervice of God : be frequent and ſeri- 
ousin his worſhip, both ih publick and private, alone and 
with your families. Beware of (wearing and curling, or 
of taking rhe holy name of God or Chriſt in vain , make 
nor mention of him in your common diſcourſe withour 
due reverence, and that you are not like to have, if at eve- 
ry turn you are crying oh. God and oh Lord, as is the cu- 
ſtome ot carele(s people. Profane no more Lords-dayes 
- as You May have formerly done, but improve them to 
your 
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your ſouls -9pod. Whatever talent you have, of 
wealth , wit, time or honour, employ :t to his honour 
who entruſted you therewith in all things ſtudy to 
pleaſe God , and fo commir your ſelves and all concern- 
ments to his Will , and quietly ſubmit to all his dealings 
with you without murmuring or repining. To a fincere 
endeavour after all this, you have bound your ſelves by 
the Sacrament, where you have taken! God to be your 
God, and have profeſt your ſelves his people. Where- 
fore , I beſeech you beware of that dangerous, and yet 
t00 common miltake, Tothink thi wetghty attion termi- 
ates init ſelf, and that all's done when the work's over. 


1 have endeavoured all a long to prevent this falſe con- 


cet, and I care not how oft I inculcate it : for it this be 
not removed, all my labour will be ly , and ſo will 
yours too, yea, and worſe thanloſt : your receiving of 
Sacraments will then prove but an idle unprofitable ce- 
remony , and wili help forward your damnation rather 
than your ſalvation, whilſt you heed not the delign of 


-It nor improve it to its due end, What would you 


think of that wean, that when ſhe had promiſed a man 
to be his wife, and was ſolemnly married to him in the 
tace of the Congregation, ſhould think there was now 
nothing more required of her , but thar ſhe might go 
whether ſhe liſt ; and live with whom ſhe pleaſed { Even 
juſt ſuch is your folly and groſs abſurdiry , who when 
you have been in the moſt ſolemn manner engaging 
your ſelves to God, and have taken ihe Sacrament upon 
it, that you will live in obedience to him, then think that 
you may g0 away and live as you liſt, Beware how you 
make ſnch miſtakes as theſe : for believe it , *God's in 
earneſt, whether you are or not: if you would not have 
him take you at your word , you had better never have 
made ſuch fair promiſes. Since then the great delign of 
thiz duty, 1s, t0 ve an engagement to, arid an help _— 

TI nes 
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Vineſs of life, I ſhall finiſh this Treatiſe with a direR{- 
on or two for the promoting and carrying on the ſame, 
1.Andto thatend firſt let me adviſe you, to be frequent 
in conſidering the engagement you have hereby laid up. 
on your ſelves, and ler that hold and quicken you to 
faithtulneſs, This is the principal thing which we are 
to doin order to the due improvement of Sacraments to 
our advantage, even to remernber often, what a ſtri 
Covenant we thereby entred into, that by the remem- 
brance thereot we may be the more aw'd and reſtrain'd 
from doing any thing againſt it. Thus ought you to 
make uſe of your Baptiſm, which is, 1 doubt, too ſel- 
dome minded ; often you ſhould think, how abſolutely 
you are bound to take him for your God, to whom'you 
were ſo early devoted ; remember the end of it, and 
now ſee to anſwer and attain it, which you may find 
fully expreſt, Rom. 6.3,4. Therefore are we buried with 
Chriſt by Baptiſm into his Death, that like az Chnſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by (or for) the glory of the Father, 
even ſo we alſo ſwuld walk in newneſs of life. Whenever 
you ſce a Child baptized, let it bring io your mind, that 
- you were once ſo dedicated to God , and admitted inro 
his Church,and then think how you ought to walk, who 
have ſuch a Bond upon you. And thus improve the 
Lord's Supper, where you have perſonally owned , and 
renewed your Covenant with God, Eſpeciaily make 
this uſe of it when'you meet with any temptation to (in 
whatever, or when-you begin to grow eareleſs and re- 
miſs in your carriage. If old companions ſhould ſet 
upon you, and entice you, or if your own heart ſhould 
incline yuuto any former finful courſes, +then ſay with 
your ſelves, how can I dothis, and go baek from the 
Vow that | have made ? No, I muſt not, 1 will not ; 
the Ozth of God is upon me, and ſhall I be forſworn 
with the living and true God ? How ſeverely will he 
4 avenge 
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avenge himſelf on all ſuch difſemblers ? wicked Herod 
ſeemed ſo fearful of Perjury, that he permitted the 
murdering of a Prophet to avoid it, and ſhall 1 be guilry 
of it, rather than deſtroy my luſts, God's and my own 
greateſt enemies ! Moſt juſtly may I argue, that for 
my oaths ſake, and for thoſe that ſate with me, 1 will not 
do thus: tor not one of my fellow-communicants bur 
might witneſs ro God againſt me, that they ſaw me 
make a Covenant with him. And God himſelf who 
ſtood over me will be witnels, as well as judge. How 
then ſhould 1 appear before him wich this heinous guilr 
upon me ? Wheretore, Depart from me, ye evil Doers, 
for I will keep the commanadements of my God.lt you'l come 
along with me, and walk in the holy path, come and 
welcome ; bur never hope to draw me back again with 
you, into thoſe ways that have coſt me fo dear, and 
which | have proteſted againſt. 1am now no company 
for you: for [have taken the Sacrament. Depart Sa- 
ran, and tempt me not from my allegiance to my Lord 
and Maſter, | will not forſake him , 1 have obliged my 
ſelf atre(h to be a Chriſtian, a (worn enemy to thy King- 
dom, and a faithful Souldizr under Chriſt's Banner , 
therefore depart trom me : f.r / bave taken the Sacra- 
ment. And think moreover with thy ſelf, Hath God 
been ſo gracious to me, as to vouchſafe me a pardon for 
all former tranſgreſ{t10ns, and to ſeal it rv me at his Ta- 
ble, and (hall l go, and wiltully run upon the ſcore a- 
94in ? Should I thus turn his grace into wantonnels and 
abuſe his patience, how juſtly might I fear that his an- 
ger will be kindled againſt me, and that he will no more 
have mercy upon me ? He, 1 am ſure, will be true 9 
by; promiſes, and ſhall I be talſe to mine, and ſo fall un- 
der his threatnings? And after this manner quicken 
ow ſelves to duty, when ever you are apt to grow liſt. 
eſs to any part ot God's ſervice; and alſv quiet y ous 
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ſpirits , when they are ready to riſe up in tumult an 
diſcontent under any croſs that betalls you, Then think , 
Thave reſigned my ſelf to God a4 a Loving Father , leq 
him ao with me what he pleaſe . therefore be ſtill my hears 
and rebel not againſt , nor murmur at his righteous will, 
If you can bur thus find you ſelves more ttrongly bent 


againft ſin , and better ableto pur off temptations co tt , 


this is the ſureſt evidence you can have oi profiting by 
the Sacrament, | 

And beware of imagining, that any ſpace of time can 
wear out the force of that obligation , Which 1s here iald 
upon you ;, which, as unreaſonable as it is, ons Wouid 
think was the opinion of multitudes : for they'l be vey 
demure, and ſolemn a little before they go to the Cuiil- 
munion , and a day or two after , but within a very it .'e 
while, all ſeems forgotten, and they are juſt ſuch as tie y 
were before. Bur for certain, God forgets not th ur 
promiſes,though they do, nor will he forget their breach 
of them , as they will one day find to therr coſt, it utc y 
take not another courſe, The boz:s you are eritred into 
to render [:omage and obedience to God, will never Ie 
cancelled: tor this 1s a debt you will owe as long as you 
live, though you are always paying it. Baptiſm wiu be 
as ſtrong an engagement vpon you to godlineſ> when 
you are lixty , as when you are but fixtcen, Andthe 
ſame ſtrictneſs the Lords Supper binds you to for a 
day, to theſame doth it bind you all your days, Think 
now what an horrible thing it wou'd be to run into 
drunkenneſs, whoredom , or quarrelling , the ſame day 
you have received it, and know your lin is. little !els 
hainous, though ir be a month or ty/o or twerty after 
it: for this breaks your oath as well as that. If the 
Wite be guilty of Adultery twenty years after mat- 
riage, her crime 1s as great, as if i: had been within 2 
vieek alter : tor the had oblig'd her ſeif to conjugal 
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fidelity, as long as ſhe and her Husband ſhould live, 
And thus your Covenant with God is not for a Month, 
or Year only, but tor your whole lives. 1t you ſhould 
never but once have opportuni:y to receive the Sacra- 
ment, this would eyer after remain a forc'ble engage= 
ment upon you : but yet God in his wiſdom and good 
providence hath ordered , that this duty ſhould be fre- 
quently repeated , tht it might the more work upon , 
and atie& our mindes , who are prone to be (o forgetful 
and dull. Remember then, the matter is now out of 
your hands , you have given away your ſelves to God, 
and cannot revoke this git, (ince indeed you gave him 
nothing. but what was his own before, Afzer theſe vows 
there is no inquiry to be mage, Vether they ſhould be 
kept or not. Yet, thus much Vie ſay to you, it yeu 
can find a greater portion and ſurer friend than Got, a 
better Maſter than Chriſt, better work than his ſervice, 
better wages than life eternai, you may take your 
choice: for I would wilh you to nothing for your hurt 
or loſs, nor do:h God you may be ſure, that bl: fled 
Beeing , who wants nothing out of himſelf, nor envies 
his Creatures any thing thar's truly good for them : but 
"till you can thus better diſpoſe vt your ſelves, Keep 
your firſt love, andit you will keep it 'til] then, I thall 
never queſtion your perſeverance to the lait. 

And as you are thus to improve this Ordinance to 
quicken you to, and help you in your duty, ſo may you 
make advantage of it for your comfort , by remembring, 
how God ſtands engaged to you by that Covenant tv 
which he hath here ſer his ſeal , and which he wiil be {ure 
to perform io you that depart not from him With this 
conſideration repel] all remprations to exceſſive doubt- 
ings and deſpair. When the remembrance of former | 
fins is ready to overwhelm you , haverecourſ: to your 


ſealed pardon, and conkdently take the comfort it a\- 
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fords you. When you find the remnants of corruptis h: 


on yet ſo ſtrong within you, that you are afraid you 
ſhall never hold out, reinember the Holy Ghoſt is in 
Covenant with you to aſſiſt you in your combar, and 
will bring you off Conquerer, it you throw not away 
your weapons : And let this encourage you the more 
to beg his aſſiſtance, yea in all your addreſles to God: 
le it ſtrengthen your faith to apprehend him, as jn C0» 
venant with you. And if you are ſurprized by any fin, 
yet whilſt it's matter of grief and ſhame to you, and you 
are reſolv'd to be more watchful for the time to come, 
lex it not caſt you tnto ſuch a ſorrow as tends onely to 
diſquiet and conſume your ſpirits ; but remember God 
hath aſſured you through Chriſt the forgiveneſs of ſuch 
weakneſſes, and they ſhall not put you out of Covenant 
with him ; bur know, if you are hereupon a whit the 
more encouraged to any lin, it is a very great fagn that 
this promiſe of pardon at preſ-nt belongs not to you. 
In a word, whatever difficulties you are plunged into, 
relating to Sou] or Body,jetthis {t1l] uphoid you, to con- 
lider, that God hath engag'd himſelf to be with you in 
al} eſtates and conditions , and to order all things, ſv 
thar the iſſue of them (hall be for your advantage. Arid 
thuz by a frequent conlideration of your own engage- 
nents at the Lord's Table, and of the priviledges there- 
by conterr'd ypon you, you will find your (elves not on- 
iy comtorred and cheare4, but very much advantaged 
tor the walking on more ſteadily 1n the ways of holineſs. 
2. Andto the ſame end my next counſel is, That the 
Lord feſi,whom you have here been remembring may ever 
be freh in jour thoughts. Let not your remembrance of 
aim be cont'd ro Sacrament-Seaſons, bur' let him ever 
dwell in your hearts by faith and love. Set his example 
before you, and labour ro walk as he walbe, who coun- 
ped tt his 2164; and arink to be doing bis Fathers wall, 
2 on | Behave 
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h have your ſelf as you believe he would baye done , was he in your 


caſe. Confider how meek and lowly he was : how little he regarded, 
yea how much he contemned the riches , honours and applauſe of 
the World , and learn you to value them at the ſame rate. Conſider 
how patient he was in ſuffering ; how courteous and gentle to all, 
to the vileſt ſinners and his bittereſt enemies , doing hurt to none 
ut ſeeking the good of all ; Copy out this Jeſſon alſo. Willingly 
deny your lelves , take up your crols and follow him; Grudge not to 
be conformed to him , though in ſuffering it ſelf , and complain not 
till you are in a worſe caſe than he was , who had not whereto lay 
his head. It's like you think , if Chriſt was onearth , you'd follow 
hin , though but in the Sn_y of poor Women and Fiſher-men , 
and though the moſt of the Worid thould laugh at you for fo doing , 
why know , hee'] take it as well at your hands , if you will but tread 
in his foot ſteps, and adhere faithfully ro his intereſt , though it 
ſhould coſt you the loſs of all you had , and of life it ſelf. And let 
the death of Chriſt be much in your thoughts ; ler the love of God 
which was herein ſhewn , be your daily , delightful ſtudy , and ever 
leave a ſweet tincture upon your ſpirits , that by the power of love 
you may be moved and carried on in the whole of your duty ; Let 
this ſhame ard drive you from fin, Jet this make you laborions and 
pnwearied in his ſervice, When you are ſet upon by a temptation , 
ſtay ſo long as to ſet a bleeding Saviour before you : and think how 
you haye much fuch a caſe now before you as the Fews once had to 
wit , whether Ch1i cr Barrabas ſhould be preferr'd, whether your 
luſt ſhould be ſubdued , or your Lord crucified afreſh ; If you ap= 
prove of the Fes choice in this caſe , you had beſt imirate them. 
If that which would murder your ſcul deſerve to be ſpared, rather 
than he who dyed to lave it, then go on, give Chriſt a ſtab, and fin 
boldly. Confider further how Chriſt by his death hath acquired a 
title to you , fo that you mf? glorifie him both with body and ſoul, as 
being not your own, but bought with a price, Bought you are, not out 
of the hands of the Father , that you thould now have liberty to fin 
a2ainſt him , but out of the hands of Satan, that being free from 
{in , you may become ſwubjelt to God, and the ſervams of righteouſ- 
ne[ſs, How willfully blinde are they who take the more liberty 1n 
fin , fromthe conſideration of that death , which was undergone to 
redeem us from a vain converſatien? 1 Pet, x, 18, 19, Where's 
that Man's reaſon and ingenuity , who when he was fallen into hig 
maſters diſpleaſure , and brought into favour again by the great 
induſtry of the Son, ſhould think he might now ſafely diſobey his 
maſter > Though the Son pitied the ſervant ſo much; that he wag 
loth te ſce him periſh}, yet he loves his Father fo well , that he 
never 


ee at. 


—_—— RR... 


(298) 


never purchas'd an allowance for his diſobedience ; and indeed tt 
ſervants diſobedience is his deſfruftion. Chriſt died once to ſave the 
penitent , but hee'l neyer die more to ſave thoſe that remain wil. Þ'*** 
fully diſobedient. Confider alſo , Chriſt by his death hath purchaf be 


eſp. 


40 


abundant grace for the ſupply of all your wants , and now beany 
1} 


at the Fathers right hand , hath ful] power to give out of this ſtore 
wherefore make uſe of him to obtain the ſame. Even as the Egypri 
ans receiyed food from Pharoah by the hands of Foſeth , ſo muir yaalſ® 
receive all you have from the Father by his Son Jeſus, Let they 
the very life you live in the fleſh be by faith in the Sou of God. By 
earneſt defires vented in fervent prayers , be ever deriving virtue and 
vigour from him your head. Be as defirous and craving as you are 
neceſſitous , as hungry as you are empty, that the good God, accor- 
ding to the riches of his-grace , may furniſh you with all plerty of þ *P 
ſpiritual bleſfings, *11! you ſhall come up to the meaſure of the ſtature 
of Chriſt's own fulneſs , Eph. 4. 13. is 
3» If you would thus grow in grace , Be diligent 18 the uſe of all P* 
the means of grace which Chrift hath afforded , and let them be uſed _ 
ard imtroved as means. You muſt, { h»ve told you , be much in 
earneſt Prayer to God in the name of Chriſt, tor whateyer you are 
wanting in, Let not one day paſs without the praCtice of this duty; 
yuu that have Families call them together, and pray with themf 
morning and eyening, If you negleCt this, how littic do you differ 
from thoſe Heathens who call not #pon God, and upon whom he 
will four our his wyrath, Be diligem in attending to the publick] P* 
preaching of rhe Word , and prepare your ſelves before hand , with 


a reſolution to obey what ſhail be made known to you to be the will} << 
of God, and beg his bleſſing on what you hear, Contider when you af 
come home, wherein you are particular:y concern'd un » hat you have 
herrd , and accordingly follow it , Setting again{t that firi , or upon n 


that duty, that you are thereby convinc't of When yuu can get time, 
ſpend it in reading Gods Word , and good Books, which may ex-| ©* 
plain and enforce that Word. Efpectally yo that have not much 
time on the week d:ys, ſpend the remainder of the Lords day, after 
publick worſhip , in ſome ſuch good emplaym-nt , and waſte it not | 


in idlene(s : no nor an hour at any otker time, Read allo to and] ? 
with your Family, and ponder it afterwarUs , that it may be more] > 
profitable to you. Often diſcourſe one with another about the mat- | 
ters of your touls , ſoberly and ſeriouſly ; that you may afford each | ® 
other what help you can, [t would be exceeding well , if when you] P 
fir with your neighbours , you would be thus employed in holy ſa- C 
voury conference to the uſe of edifying , rather than in idle chat. | ? 
tins and talking of perſons , and things that concern you not, But , 
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eſpecially they who aye of the ſame fami'y, and are more neerly 


d tl 

© thelſ 

\ wil ſ'E)ared » have more opportypity and engagement hereto, and ſhould 

chaghÞe 6dwoniſbir,, ane auother daily , aud provgking to love and good 

works. For the Loxds Supper , I have alzcady direGed you at large , 

and I hope yor will praRtilc anſwerably , and be frequent therein , 

Mhyot ordinarily negleing any opportunity when yon are call d to 

it Burt as I deſire you not to negle& thele; exerciſes of Religion , ſo 

on the other hand as earneſtly I would wifh you to beware of rel?- 

ivg in them , as thinking all Reljgion is confin'd to them. , and ſo 

becoming lels careful of your carriage as to juſtice , temperance , 
inward piety.and all virtuous ations. Methinks the wretched error 

of thoſe Setts that throw off all external duties of worſhip, and cry 
; of | ®P themſelves as above Ordinances , may teach this wholeſom leflon 
to all profeſſing Chriſtians , to beware of relting intheſe things and 
{x xming to themſelves a Religion out of them, Theſe I grant are 
" gf parts of obedience to God ; for he hath commanded them and they 
ſed} re Wayes for the exerciſe and encreaſe of our graces , and to be as 
Rk inf helps to godlineſs 3 but to think that they give any diſcharge from 
the praftice of godlineſs, and make amends for f10s we are loth to 
leave, for which we do as it were compoynd with God by theſe for- 
walities , making fin our pleaſure , and his ſeryice a pennance for it ; 
theſe are conceits ſo groſs , that methinks none but a Papiſt or one 
\ he willing'y 1gnorant ſhuuld entertain them, Religion 15 no road of 
performances , but a new nature attended with a new life ; It 1 the 


| 
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ith] fubjetion of the ſoul to the will of God expreſſing it ſelf 1n al 
vill} commanded aCts of obedience ; an eager and ingenuous purſuance 
ou after the bleſſed God in all thoſe wayes wherein he 1s to be found , 
vel and whereby he communicates himſclr to the ſoul of Man ; ſo thar 
on there is no contradiQtion betwixt inward holinels and outward du- 
ie, | Fes) but much what the ſame relation , that there is betwixt life and 
| eating : breathing and motion: for in theſe the divine life is expreli, 


<| exerciſed and nouriſhed. Bur to think that Sacraments, Prayers and 
hearing , &c. may ſerve turn without any inward holineſs and unt- 
verſa' fincere obedience, is as if a man ſhould think, that the forced 
ad | motion of a Pupp:t , ſhould make it paſs for a living creature 3 that 
re | great promiſes may paſs for performances , and that knowing what 
we muſt do, and talking of it, may ſerve inſtead of doing what we 


= ; 
-þ | are taught; Lerthem lay this ſcrioufly to heart , who , when their 
u | praRices are ungodly and loole, think to falve all by keeping their 
2. | Church, and faying their Prayers; and all ſuch who make more 


e. | adoe about the externals in deyotion , than about the right ordering 

ut of their hearts and lives 5 Whcreas a] our deyotions ſhould trend 10 

ly be:ter theſe, PE nn | 
4. If - 


(300) 
4, If you would make good the promiſes you have made at 
the Lords Table, to live a {tri&t and godly life , you will find it of 
fingular importance , yza of flat von a , toretain a great watch. 
Fulneſs over all your wwayes. Ever keep up a ſenſe ot the danger 
you are itt, by reaſon ot the frailty of your nature, the deceit- 
fulneſs of your hearts, and the many temptations you are every 
where expoſed to; And therefore let this care ſecretly run 
through the whole coucſe of your aRions to beware of being ſur- 
prized by fin therein. In all employments, companies and affairs 
fill kee>up.this watch. And think beforehand , where your danger 
is greateſt, where you are moſt apt to be overtaken, and there place 
the ſtrongeſt guard, Set a watch over your eyes , ears , appetites , 
tongues , hearts and hands, that you be not by them betraid into 
any miſcarriage, When you find your ſelf endangered by a preſent 
temptation , then have ſome ſolid reaſon ready at hand to repel it, 
with ſtore whereof you ſhould alwaies be furniſh'd , with reaſons 
drawn from God, Chriſt, Heayen or Hell, or from your Sacarmene- 
eal engagements, as I ſhewed before ; and be ure , haye a (trong 
reſolution to check the firſt rifings and beginnings of fin , before it 
have gone ſo far, that your judgment 1s brib'd and blinded by 
your affeRions ;z and have ſpeedy recourſe to the God of all grace , 
tht he would ſend you help from above. Conſideration , Reſolution , 
and Prayer , are three weapons wherewith the Chriſtian Souldier 
may do wonders againſt the talleſt ſons of 4Anak , that ſhall aſſault 
him in his way to Canaan. Often take account of your ſelves, and 
review your behaviour in afions that are paſt; and Jet one days 
experience {till teach you how to live the next better, But upon the 
ſenſe of any miſcarriage , let not your guilt drive you farther from 
Goud,and pur you into unprofitable vexations and horrors, bur-preſent- 
ly make haſtto the throne of Grace , get your peace made with Gal 
through Chriſt, and renew your watch with more diligence than 
evcr, but alwaies with the moſt humble and abſolute dependance 
upon diyine affiftance. *Tis too probable , that ſome lazy wretches 
will here fly out, as Naaman in arage did againit the Prophet , 
when he heard he muſt waſh ſeven times in Fordan for the cure of 
his Leprofie, which he thought would have been done with a word 
ſpeaking , ſo perhaps you'l tell m2, that you had thought Receiving 
of the Sacrament would ſo have killed your luſts , and cleanſed your 
hearts , that you need have been at little care about them afterward : 
and will be ready to ach , what good you get by it , if you muſt take 
all this pains notwithſtanding. You ſlothtal ſouls, may you not as 
well a>k what good yon get by Chriſts death , and the giving ot the 
Spirtt 2 Since notwithſtanding both theſe , you mul} take pains » - 
' El c 
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elſe you are neyer like, to be ſaved. For know , God w:ll have you 

employ the faculties he has given you, and the work of Grace is 

to heal your faculties , and enable them for their proper employ- 

ments, He that made you reaſonable creatures, will make you 

holy and happy as ſuch , and the help which he affords, 1s to bring 

you to diligence, and afliſt you therein , and by that means to ſave 

you. Thus Sacraments are only profitable to the diligent and in- 

duſtrious , their uſe being to quicken and firengthen, but they are 

no refuges for the ſlothfu] , no encouragements to idleneſs. Never 

think that God will make ſuch a way to Heaven , that you may 

walk in it without uſing your legs. *Tis you that muſt do the things 

required, though it be by Chriſ#s trengthning you, for whoſe ſake al- 

ſo your frailtics are forgiven. Whetefore let me renew my advice, 

that at all times, and in all things you would be watchfal, and 

maintain an holy jealoufie over thoſe hearts , that haye too often 
ſhown what they have in them, Take this for the greateſt work 
you haye to do in the world , to beware of fin, and to be careful to 
pleaſe God , as the Souldicrs whole work is to ſerve his General, 
zn4 the Seryants to obey his Maſter , yea more abſolutely than ſo 
ought a creature to ſtudy his Maſters will, and account this work 
your own greateſt happineſs, So avoid fin, and al] occaſions and 
appearances of it , as you would do the plague in a viſited Town 3 
and be as careful to watch all opportunities of doing good both to 
the ſouls and bodies of others, as men ordinarily are of laying hold 
on their gain, Often ask your ſelves , wherein God is honoured by 
you, or others profited, and be aſhamed to live to no better purpoſe 
than to cat and drink, to fl:zep and dreſs your ſelves for wcrk or 
play.” And do not obje& againſt this conſtant watchfulneſs , that 
It will take up all your time , and hinder your necefſary emp:oy- 
ments: for by uſing it awhile, it w1!] grow even natura] to you, 
and will no more hinder you in your aftairs , than it hinders a tra- 
veller in his journey , to take heed of running into bogs and ditches, 
Is it any hard matter to be alwayes careful , l:1t you ſhould hurt 
your bodies > Wherever you are, and whatever you are doing , 
cannot you keep up this care, and yet follow your bufineſs well 
enough > Why then can you not tale the ſame heed of your ſouls 
with as little trouble or hindrance ? 

5. To keep you in this watchfulneſs , and gnide you in an exaRt 
circumſpe& walking , it will be exceeding profitable for you , at aft 
times t0 vetain upon your minds a very awful ſenſe of the preſence of 
the moſt Holy God. Whatever you are abcut , remember he obſerves 
ycu, and ponders a!l your paths , thongh you perceive not him. 
Wherefore alwaies order and behave your ſelves as before hin 
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Speak your words a$n his hearing ; Spend your time , and do a 
actions as in his fight, You may eafer tun from under the heavens 
than vut'pf his &y:. And conſider he do's not only look on you; 
but narfow!y regard you, and concern himſelf with you , bei 
highly difpieaſed when you run into fn , and takes delight im you 
holy converſation. In Whatever cotmpany you are , be not drawt 
away by them ina kind of flaſhy humour , as if the general looſneſs 
and jollity did engage youts contotth to them, but remember, God 
is in the midſt of you 5 who never gives you a diſpenſation to be 
wicked, and whom it more behoves you to pleaſe, than all the world 
beſide, though avotd all enſnaring company as much as poflible, 
Let this keep you from fear or ſhame, when you are call'd to ſpeak 
againft fin, or for God and holineſs ; He's #ear that will juſtifie 
you , you may therefore ſet your face as a flint, When youare alone, 
think rot you may fin the more ſecurely : for God is with you, and 
eyes all your motions as it he had none but you to mind, In your 
addrefſes to God , a ſenſe> of his nearneſs will much awaken and' 
affet'you, and is one of th2 beſt helps againſt wandring thoughts: 
that you can have. 'Beware of ever being fo far ſwallowed api 
with the noiſe and hurry of buſinefles or pleaſutes , as not to attend 
to him that ſtands over you, He that 15 preſent every where ſhould 
be remembred ar all times. . Read to this purpoſe, Pſal, 139, Such 
a powerful habitual ſenſe of a preſent God ſhould you work into 
your minds,that you may walk as before him, even when you do not 
aQually think of him? as a Servant is all day doing that work 
which his Maſter would have him , though he: may not half that time 
be thinking of him: 'So though it be needful that you thould of- 
teni aRvally think of God, yet above all, ſee that you never ſo forge 
him-, as to do that which 1s diſplealing to him 3; And , to cuncjude? 
this , in any doubtful aRion let this be one rule that you go by , not? 
to do that , which whilſt you are about , you dare not bold'y think 
of Gods preſence. 

6. The laſt thing I ſhall ſay to you for the c: rry;ing on of an 
holy life , to which you are buund by the Sacrament, 1s , That you 
be much in ſerious meditation of the lait things, Death , Fudgment , 
and Eternity. The Frequent and lively thuughts of thele will have 
a mighty influence upon your whole courſe, To conſider your Jat- 

erend , 1s both 2 diſcovery of, and the way to wiſdom. Live eye- 
ry day , as he that knows not whether he hath another day to live. 
Think often , What if 1 had but another mouth 0” year to ſpend in 
the world , how #riftly and holily (how/d I then live that trme > How 
careful ſhould T be of my thoughts, wwords , and ations ? How thrif- 
"ty of my time? How ſerious and affeitionate in all my atfroaches 
n is 
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) Gdd? How ready and willing to do or receive good? Why let mie 
wow live af ter this exat manner , fouce it may be I have not! ſo much 
as a rhionth or year 19 come ;, however , very much 1 am ſure 1 have 
gt, and my fre[arations , be they never ſo ſoon, will not be loft, Lec 
others funcrals put you in mind of yours : and flatter not your 
05 with the hopes of long life , becauſe you are young ant 
ealthfal z but ſee ro get your ſouls in ſuch a condition , that a long 
life may not be ſo much the matter of your hopes, nor death'the 
cauſe of your fears. And remember , you are always going on to the 
d>ment ſeat of Chriſt , where you muſt have a tryal of ren thou. 
ſad tintes greater concernment , than thoſe that uſe to come before 
Earthly Princes and Judges; when the caſe muſt be decided where 
you muſt live for ever , whether in the higheſt joys , or the ſorelt 
tornientss Had you rot need then now to « getting' a good 
cauſ2: for according to the life you led here in the fleſh , will thar 
ſ-ntence paſs. The wicked muſt go into everlaſting puniſpment, aug 
"the righteows into hife eternal. The God who ſees you now , will 
Judge youu then by Chriſt the Redeemer. Think what a life yuu 
{hall wiſh you had led , when you come to the end of it, and muſt 
be jadged for it , and lead fuch'an one now. When the ſugred baits 
cf fin are preſented, and you haye much ado to hold oft them, then 
think whit bitterne's it will be in the end; compare the honey with 
the gall, the preſent delight which is yaniſht in a moment , wuk tte 
ſting and pain which endures eternally , and then judge and a& hke 
reaſonable creatures. But above all , let your thoughts be eyen 
ſeept and ſwa!lowed up in the pleaſant conterplations of that glo+ 
Ty, which ſhall be reveal:d in , and beſtowed upon all that love the 
Lord Jeſus. Whenever you are ready to faint and give out , remem+ 
ber the joy that is ſet before you, and let that remembrarece cheer 
and revive you. Confider what that goodneſs is , which God hath 
laid up in himſelf for them that fear him , *till you find your loye 
enflamed towards him , and Ict loye put you upon more  fre- 
quent thoughts, and earneſt longings after him. Only ſee to fill 
up all your time with ſuitable aftions , and then let it even pleaſe 
you to ſee your days pelt away fo fall, Alwaics kecy it oh your 
thoughts, that you are in a jeurney to a glorious Kingdom , and be 
often ſaying , now I am one day, or month, or year nearcrthan I 
was before. Stretch out thy elf with a longing look towards thy 
Fathers houſe, ſhortly I1hail be in the arms of my dear Saviour, and 
ſhall be joyning with Saints and Angels in the triumphant praiſes of 
Jehovah and the Lamb. And remember this happineſs conſiſts 

chicfly 1n being made perfe&ly holy , and therefore here muit that 
grace be ſown and grow up , tiat ſhall then be rivencd into glory. 
And 
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And the more holy you are , the nearer to Heaven will yop 
whilſt you ſtay on earth, and the meeter for it will you be whe 
you are taken off from the earth, Ever keep up ſuch a ſenſe of th 
excellency of this future blefſedneſs, as may blaſt all other thin 

in your etteem, and deaden the temptations that are taken fre 

pleaſures, riches and honours. Oh think how perfeRly provided f 
muſt he needs be , who ſhall have God for his portion! How m 

are they that would loſe the leaſt hope of this happineſs fort 

whole world 2 And they that look for ſuch great things, what mat 
ner of perſons cught they to be in all holy converſation and godlineſy 
Oh let nothing weary you , or turn you out of the way, Hold © 

awhile longer , and you ſhall beplac'd out of the reach of all tem 
ptations for ever. Faſten upon nothing on this fide heaven wit 
any great deJight or long ſtay « But {til] tell your ſelyes , it's ti 

enough to be happy when God ſhall take you to himſelf, ſo he wi 
but here vouchſate you that converſe with him, whereof we i 
this ſtate are capable, Let every thing you meet with be as a ſtep 
toward mount Sion , and raiſe you nearer to heaven , and make ye 
more deſirous of it, And when you have been thus meditating an 
preparing , waiting and defiring a while , you ſhal] afſuredly find 
that your labour was not in vain, Wherefore let ſuch confiderati 
ons as theſe make you ſteadfaſt , unmoyable, alwaies abounding it 
your Lords work , *till at length yuu ſhall be tranſlated into hi 


. 
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And thus T have diſpatcht thoſe direQions I promiſed , for the 
promoting of holineſs, which was the laſt thing I had to do, It 
now remains , that we ſet our ſelves reſolvedly , and fincerely to the 
praiſe of what God hath revealed to be our duty; which if we do 
we need not doubt of his affiſtance and blefling ; but upon our per 
ſeverance in well-doing , to which we have obliged our ſelves, way 
through our Meditatour , confident]y expe his gractuus acceptance 
and his glorious Crown, 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead ou 
Lord Jeſus,that great Shepherd of his ſheep by the blood of the ever 
laſting Covenant ; make you perfe& in every good work to do his 
will, working in you.that which is well pleafing in his fight, throught 
Jeſus Chriſt , tv whom be glory for ever, and ever. Amen, Heb, 
I3, 20,21, 
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